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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who 
meet regularly throughout the year.  In general, 
our club is geared towards social rather than 
the technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and is an 
IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except for 
July and December.  A picnic in July and a 
holiday party in December take the place 
of regular meetings in those months. The 
regular meeting location alternates monthly 
between Shoreline and Renton. FEN also 
hosts rallies and other events throughout 
the year.

With “Here we are in 2018” with January out of the way, 
Washington’s and Lincoln’s birthdays are coming up. If you 

have one, celebrate too. 
Do you remember the feeling you had when you acquired your 

first car? If you were smitten with cars as I was, sleep didn’t come 
easily that night knowing the machine was sitting there, waiting for 
me to come,  fire it up, and drive down the road. 

Now, many years and cars later, I still remember the feeling. 
Enter my grandson: Using Craigslist, he found his dream car, 
a 1993 Honda Accord with special wheels, lowered, with a hot 
chipped Prelude engine. Problem: He lives in Anchorage, AK, and 
the car is in Portland, OR.

As we all know, LOVE overcomes (almost) everything. He flew 
here with his dad, drove my truck to Portland, returned here with 
his treasure, parked it in my yard, and flew back home. This was 
months ago.

I drove it once a month until it quit starting. He works in the 
trades and work is slim in the winter up there, so he is unable to 
ship it or drive it home. The car has become yard art next to the 
woodshed, a sorry sight.

Don’t let your FIAT become Yard Art! Drive it today!  

— Rex Rice, President
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Sergio Marchionne, one of the lon-
gest-serving CEOs in the auto indus-

try, has a stark warning: Carmakers have 
less than a decade to reinvent themselves 
or risk being commoditized amid a 
seismic shift in how vehicles are powered, 
driven and purchased.

Developing technologies like elec-
trification, self-driving software and 
ride-sharing will alter consumers’ 
car-buying decisions within six or seven 
years, the FIAT Chrysler Automobiles NV 
chief executive said in an interview. The 
industry will divide into segments, with 
premium brands managing to hold onto 
their cachet while mere people-transport-
ers struggle to cope with the onslaught 
from disruptors like Tesla Inc. and Goo-
gle’s Waymo.

“Auto companies need to quickly 
separate the stuff that will be swallowed 
by commodity from the brand stuff,” Mar-
chionne said. 

In a two-hour interview in Detroit 
ahead of this week’s North American 
International Auto Show, Marchionne 
discussed his vision for the industry and 
confirmed plans to step down next year. 
Within a decade, he expects widespread 
adoption of cars at Level 4 autonomy, 
capable of driving without human inter-
vention in restricted geographic areas. 

FIAT Chrysler’s Marchionne:   
The Future of Cars Will Be Electric  
and Commoditized
In an interview, the longtime chief executive talks about his vision  
for the auto industry’s turbulent next decade. 

By Tommaso Ebhart of Bloomberg News,  January 15, 2018

By 2025, he predicts that fewer than half the cars sold will be fully 
combustion-powered.

The following excerpt from the interview about the future of 
the industry has been condensed and edited. 

Bloomberg News: How do you see the auto industry in 10 years 
from now?
SM: I think the likelihood that combustion will continue to repre-
sent the large portion of the power unit world is very small. Auto-
mation will become widely spread. Certainly up to Level 4.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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BN: So traditional combustion engines 
will lose their dominant role?
SM: By 2025 more than half of the power 
units you see on the road will have some 
relevance of electrification. There may be a 
base combustion engine, but it is combus-
tion and electrification that will make the 
machine run. Electrification will happen 
not necessarily as full battery-electric 
vehicles but in combination with other 
forms of power. It’s going to be a very 
interesting time. How can FIAT Chrysler 
survive? Have you been behind others on 
that?

Opposite page: Sergio Marchionne, Photographer: Greg Ruffing/Redux
Above: FIAT 500 electric cars are charged on the production line at Chrysler’s assembly plant in Toluca, Mexico. 
Photographer: Susana Gonzalez/Bloomberg

Note from the Editor   By Pat Kvietkus

The new year has come and gone. Blue moons, blood moons, and soon-to-be Valentines Day.    

I found this short list about FIAT FCA changes for 2018 models from www.Auto123.com.
The trio of 500 models from FIAT is back without major changes in terms of mechanics or 
esthetics.  What changes there are focus on finishing details and a revamp of the options 
packages, in addition to some mechanical tweaks.  The 500 Abarth, meanwhile, is now offered in 
both coupe and convertible versions; the turbo versions, you’ll recall, were abandoned last year.
Read more at https://www.auto123.com/en/news/fca-new-2018-models/63841/#SqPgr2rp2V0t
60vy.99ng,

I decided to lead with an interview with Sergio Marchionne about the future of the auto industry 
and FIAT.  Not much news from the Northwest to report, but lots of things are going on in 
February, so check out the calendar on page 9.

Thank you for all your support and contributions over the year. Send your articles, notes, pictures, 
and comments to my email at: p_b_kvietkus@msn.com, or if you need to reach me by phone, 
call 206-605-8136.

https://www.auto123.com/en/news/fca-new-2018-models/63841/
https://www.auto123.com/en/news/fca-new-2018-models/63841/#SqPgr2rp2V0t60vy.99ng,
https://www.auto123.com/en/news/fca-new-2018-models/63841/#SqPgr2rp2V0t60vy.99ng,
https://www.auto123.com/en/news/fca-new-2018-models/63841/#SqPgr2rp2V0t60vy.99ng,
https://www.auto123.com/en/news/fca-new-2018-models/63841/#SqPgr2rp2V0t60vy.99ng,
https://www.auto123.com/en/news/fca-new-2018-models/63841/#SqPgr2rp2V0t60vy.99ng,
https://www.auto123.com/en/news/fca-new-2018-models/63841/#SqPgr2rp2V0t60vy.99ng,
https://www.auto123.com/en/news/fca-new-2018-models/63841/#SqPgr2rp2V0t60vy.99ng,
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We need to be very careful about peo-
ple that make noise. We have been very 
reluctant to make statements about where 
the industry is going to go. The Wrangler 
is going hybrid in 2020. We don’t make 
much noise about that, but it will happen. 
It’s part of normal development.

We all have lived through the phase 
when everybody thought it is going to be 
all ride-sharing, and we have seen some 
of the shine come off those alternatives. 
There are other solutions beyond Uber 
and Lyft to get there, including OEMs 
[original equipment manufacturers] who 
could come into that place and play.
There is nothing that would prevent FIAT 
Chrysler from providing ride-sharing 
service to a wider community and using 
our dealer network for this. The industry 
has talked about these things as if they’re 
commonly available today and are just 
around the corner.  The transition is going 
to be longer. And I think of all the work 
that we’ve done on the inside and will 
continue to do.

BN: So you are not behind competition?
SM: No. If you would have come at CES, 
you would have discovered that the num-
ber of non-carmakers who are providing 
electrification and artificial intelligence 
solutions for the car industry has ex-
ploded. So we talk to everybody, and we 
are continuously learning and making 
selections on the basis of the best available 
technology.

As an example, the collaboration we 
announced with BMW.

BN: How’s it going?
SM: It’s going well, in total accordance 
with the proposal. We have people on the 
ground working with them. They have a 
lead position in some areas because they 
have started earlier, but we are contribut-
ing our resources. The important thing is 
to provide a common platform.

BN: Ten years from now, how many car makers will survive?
SM: If a portion of the industry is going to be commoditized, then 
the attrition rate is going to be tremendous for those that cannot 
distinguish by brand.

BN: And there’s this risk?
SM: Not for FCA. We took a completely different strategy when 
we came to brand differentiation than our competitors. If you look 
at Jeep, RAM, and the premium brands, those are brands that will 
survive. But if you provide basic transportation, it is like buying a 
generic phone.

Some of your competitors are in that business.
Yes, and there is part of the FCA portfolio in that field. The 

brand that’s most vulnerable to commoditization is FIAT itself. I 
think we can protect it as long as we stick to the 500 and the Sport 
500 families, while bread-and-butter sedans that compete with 
PSA Group’s Opel and Peugeot brands may face a harder road in 
the long run.

BN: Does FCA have the means to survive?
SM: Yes by far. This business has never been for the fainthearted. 
The technology changes that are coming are going to make it 
probably more challenging than it’s ever been.   

2017 FIAT 500 steel frame.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.fiatusa.com/content/dam/fca-brands/na/fiatusa/en_us/2017/500/vlp/desktop/2017_FIAT_500_VLP_Safety_Steel_Cage.jpg.image.1000.jpg
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The Chocolate Tour 
Get ready for St Valentine’s Day 

 

What: A drive starting in Tukwila to visit Boehm’s Candies in Issaquah. 
 
When: Saturday, February 10th, drivers’ meeting at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Where: Meet at the Corner Bakery Café (393A Strander Blvd, corner of Strander 

and Andover Park West-NOT East!).  Come early for optional breakfast. 
 
We’ll have an optional breakfast (a Starbucks is across the parking lot also).  
Then follow some back roads to the chocolate factory in Issaquah for shopping.  
After visiting the factory, we’ll meet for an optional lunch at a local eatery. 
 
"Boehm’s Candies of Issaquah, has been handcrafting a variety of confections 
for nearly 75 years.  From the most exquisite, rich, European-style, hand-dipped 
chocolate truffles to our classic, chewy caramels and nut clusters, perfection is 
found in every bite that bears the Boehm’s name." 
 
Please RSVP so we can have sufficient copies of the route instructions and let 
us know if you want to join us for lunch.  We need to get the restaurant a head 
count. 
 
Contact: Bert, spiders@wavecable.com, 360-731-8758   or 

Diana dlcripe@wavecable.com, 360-731-8768 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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7TH ANNUAL SPRING DRIVE TOUR 

MARCH 18TH 2018 

 

HOSTED BY NW Citroën OWNER’S CLUB 

DRIVE TOUR COORDINATOR: PAUL MELROSE 
 

NW CAR ENTHUSIASTS START YOUR ENGINES + BRING YOUR FRIENDS! 

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE START OF THE DRIVE + CAR SHOW SEASON! IT’S A FREE DRIVE TOUR! 

 

9:00 A.M. SOCIAL 
TIME 

9:50 A.M. DRIVER’S 

MEETING  

10:00 A.M. DRIVE 

TOUR BEGINS!  

66 MILES DRIVE TOUR!
START: 6977 STARBUCKS COFFEE SHOP COAL CREEK PKWY SE 

NEWCASTLE WA 98059

RSVP: SPRINGDRIVETOUR@GMX.COM  425 306-8525 CELL

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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http://tdn.com/news/local/are-washingtonians-
really-terrible-drivers-depends-who-you-ask/
article_448d1640-c093-5bdc-ae5b-5e15bb14ceff.
html#tracking-source=home-top-story-2

“People here can’t drive in half an inch of snow.”
“Washingtonians can’t figure out how the passing lane 
works.”
“Oh, why is this guy driving like such an idiot?”       

Washington drivers often criticize 
each other for passive, inattentive 

or distracted driving. But just how bad are 
they?

According to a December study by 
QuoteWizard.com, Washington drivers’ 
safety record ranked near the bottom: 
5th-worst in the nation.

But CarInsuranceComparison.com, 
who also put out a study last month, gave 
the state a more positive score: It ranked 
36th-worst. That means Washington driv-
ers are among the nation’s safest.

Both reports cite federal data but 
come to wildly different conclusions. Law 
enforcement has a different take, too. So 
who’s right?

“I don’t agree with it,” said Washing-
ton State Patrol trooper Will Finn, laugh-
ing about the QuoteWizard ranking. “I do 
think we are good drivers.”.  

Finn said that in his experience, Wash-
ington drivers are generally safe and hold 
high expectations of each other. When 
they do mess up, he said, it’s often because 
they’re impatient.

“Someone (drives) down the shoul-
ders with their lights flashing, (and) they 
say ‘Well, I’ve got a doctor’s appointment,’ 
” Finn said. “Well, so do five other people 
in traffic, but they’re not driving down the 
shoulder.”  

The Editor thanks Mi Ae for letting us know 
about this story, and there is much more to 
this story at this link:

Are Washingtonians Really Terrible Drivers? 
Depends Who You Ask! 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://tdn.com/news/local/are-washingtonians-really-terrible-drivers-depends-who-you-ask/article_448d1640-c093-5bdc-ae5b-5e15bb14ceff.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-2
http://tdn.com/news/local/are-washingtonians-really-terrible-drivers-depends-who-you-ask/article_448d1640-c093-5bdc-ae5b-5e15bb14ceff.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-2
http://tdn.com/news/local/are-washingtonians-really-terrible-drivers-depends-who-you-ask/article_448d1640-c093-5bdc-ae5b-5e15bb14ceff.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-2
http://tdn.com/news/local/are-washingtonians-really-terrible-drivers-depends-who-you-ask/article_448d1640-c093-5bdc-ae5b-5e15bb14ceff.html#tracking-source=home-top-story-2
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2017 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 206-795-7302 
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editors 
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com 
Proofer:
Mi Ae Lipe; 206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rallymaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Webmaster:
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Febuary 7, 2018
The South-End meeting will be at Amanti’s  in Renton.

FEN February Meeting Notes

Lancia Delta HF Intergrale II.
Photos from German website posted in web links.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
February 10   Driving Event: Valentine’s 
Day Drive for Chocolate. Join us for a drive from 
Tukwila to visit Boehm’s Candies in Issaquah.

www.boehmscandies.com

We will meet at the Corner Bakery Café in 
Tukwila for optional breakfast (a Starbucks is 
across the parking lot also). Then follow some 
back roads to the chocolate factory in Issaquah 
for shopping. After visiting the factory, we’ll meet 
for an optional lunch at a local eatery. Contact: 
Bert Cripe, spiders@wavecable.com, 360-731-
8758. Download flyer here.

March 7  Regular club meeting (North) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, (206) 546-2900. Meeting begins at 7:00 
p.m., but come early for dinner.

March 18  Driving Event: The Citroen Club’s 
6th Annual Spring Drive. A drive of ~66 miles 
with a pit stop in Black Diamond. Starting 
point is the Starbucks/Safeway parking lot at 
6799 Coal Creek Pkwy SE, Newcastle. Social 
time from 9:00 until drivers’ meeting at 9:50 on 
the road at 10. Lunch at the Oddfella’s Pub 102 
W Main St, Auburn. RSVP to Paul Melrose at 
SpringDriveTour@gmx.com or 425-306-8525 
cell. Download the flyer here.

April 14  Driving Event: MG Car Club’s 36th 
Annual Tulip Rallye. Full details will be posted 
later. Registration will open in mid-January. The 
registration form will be available for download 
then and registration using PayPal will again be 
available. www.tuliprallye.org

April 15  12th Annual All Italian Car Show. 
XXX Root Beer Drive-In, 98 NE Gilman Drive, 
Issaquah, 98027. Conveniently located just off of 
I-90 at eastbound exit #17. Preregistration will 
open in February. The show’s details TBD, but 
will end at 3 pm.

 
May 2  Regular club meeting (North). Spiro’s 
Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, Shoreline, 
206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come 
early for dinner.

June 6  Regular club meeting (South). 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

June 8  Sno-Isle Vocational Facility TECH 
Skills Meet. The Sno-Isle facility is located at 
9001 Airport Rd, Everett, WA 98204.

— 9 am—Arrival
— Morning Session with students
— 11:45 am–Lunch
— Afternoon Session with students
— 1:30 pm–Departure

If you have any questions, give Paul Feuerpfeil a 
call at 206-612-3103.

July 4  No regular meeting in July, annual 
picnic instead. Details to follow - date subject to 
change.

July 7  Annual picnic. Details to follow - date 
subject to change.

August 1  Regular club meeting (south) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7:00 p.m., but come 
early for dinner from the regular menu.

September 5, Regular club meeting (north) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, (206) 546-2900. Meeting begins at 7:00 
p.m., but come early for dinner.

September 28-30 Annual Seattle Festa 
Italiana at Seattle Center. Everyone is invited - 
Admission is FREE!. More at: http://festaseattle.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org/pages/chocolatetour.pdf
http://www.nwvintagetouring.org/mg/2018-spring-drive.pdf
http://www.tuliprallye.org
http://festaseattle.com
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Pat Kvietkus

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

New for 2018: FIAT, by Christian Wardlaw, October 04, 2017 (JD Power, January 31, 2018) 
http://www.jdpower.com/cars/articles/car-buyers-guides/new-2018-FIAT

Upcoming FIAT cars in India (Not available in the US) (Autoportal, January 31, 2018) 
https://autoportal.com/upcoming-cars/FIAT/

FIAT makes big Europe push to rescue 2018 strategy (Automotive News Europe, January 8, 2018)
http://europe.autonews.com/article/20160301/ANE/160309993/
FIAT-makes-big-europe-push-to-rescue-2018-strategy

Ford joins FIAT Chrysler with slow start to the year, by Jamie Butters, Keith Naughton, and David Welch 
(Bloomberg Businessweek, February 1, 2018)
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-02-01/ford-joins-FIAT-chrysler-with-slow-start-to-year-as-sales-drop

FIAT Chrysler’s Marchionne: The future of cars will be electric and commoditized  
(By Tommaso Ebhardt, Bloomberg News, January 15, 2018)

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2018-01-15/FIAT-chrysler-s-marchionne-the-future-of-cars-will-be-
electric-and-commoditized

Why shares of FIAT Chrysler automobiles are up 20% in 2018 (The Motley Fool, January 10, 2018) 
https://www.fool.com/investing/2018/01/10/why-shares-of-FIAT-chrysler-automobiles-have-jumpe.aspx

(Detroit Free Press, January 13, 2018) 
https://www.freep.com/story/money/cars/chrysler/2018/01/13/FIAT-chrysler-future/1030284001/

Lancia Delta Integrale II: Gerücht (German language) (By Lena Reub, Auto Zeitung, January 9, 2018)
https://www.autozeitung.de/lancia-delta-hf-integrale-ii-131379.html?image=0

Ferrari sets February launch date for 2018 F1 car (Motorsport, December 18, 2017) 
https://www.motorsport.com/f1/news/ferrari-sets-february-launch-date-for-2018-f1-car-989455/

Alfa Romeo 4C will get a heavy refresh in late 2018 (The Drive, December 10, 2018)
http://www.thedrive.com/news/16831/alfa-romeo-4c-will-get-a-heavy-refresh-in-late-2018

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.jdpower.com/cars/articles/car-buyers-guides/new-2018-fiat
https://autoportal.com/upcoming-cars/fiat/
http://europe.autonews.com/article/20160301/ANE/160309993/fiat-makes-big-europe-push-to-rescue-2018-strategy
http://europe.autonews.com/article/20160301/ANE/160309993/fiat-makes-big-europe-push-to-rescue-2018-strategy
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-02-01/ford-joins-fiat-chrysler-with-slow-start-to-year-as-sales-drop
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2018-01-15/fiat-chrysler-s-marchionne-the-future-of-cars-will-be-electric-and-commoditized
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2018-01-15/fiat-chrysler-s-marchionne-the-future-of-cars-will-be-electric-and-commoditized
https://www.fool.com/investing/2018/01/10/why-shares-of-fiat-chrysler-automobiles-have-jumpe.aspx
https://www.freep.com/story/money/cars/chrysler/2018/01/13/fiat-chrysler-future/1030284001/
https://www.autozeitung.de/lancia-delta-hf-integrale-ii-131379.html?image=0
https://www.motorsport.com/f1/news/ferrari-sets-february-launch-date-for-2018-f1-car-989455/
http://www.thedrive.com/news/16831/alfa-romeo-4c-will-get-a-heavy-refresh-in-late-2018

