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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who 
meet regularly throughout the year.  In general, 
our club is geared towards social rather than 
the technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and is an 
IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except for 
July and December.  A picnic in July and a 
holiday party in December take the place 
of regular meetings in those months. The 
regular meeting location alternates monthly 
between Shoreline and Renton. FEN also 
hosts rallies and other events throughout 
the year.

Here we are at 2018
Wow! It didn’t seem so long ago that I was running fast, 

leaping across obstacles and concerned about my fu-
ture. In October of this New Year I will be 83 years OLD! Not 
much future left, you might say.  To bring my life up to date:
I have been married to the Love of My Life for almost 56 
years and the romance has not slowed down, (lucky us).
I have been playing music for much longer than that and 
have not slowed down. I still love fast tempos: ‘Cherokee’ and 
‘The Song is You’ being favorites. I also love playing the C & 
W tunes I learned as a kid.
I’m still the Motor Head I have always been, beating my ’80 
Fiat Spyder down the road daily and starting my second year 
as Prez of FEN, (FIAT Enthusiast Northwest).  I heat with 
wood. Falling bucking, splitting, stacking and hauling the 
pieces into the house has kept me in good condition so far.
We are still making wine; about 40 gallons a year. Syrah is 
stored in the garage, to be bottled in the fall. Salute!
An appeal to members! Since I live so far away from civiliza-
tion and don’t have easy access to automotive experts, please 
suggest speakers for 2018. Even though our members are 
highly entertaining people, an occasional outsider would be 
great.

I’m no longer leaping over anything. 

— Rex Rice, President
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The North-End meeting at Spiro’s in 
Shoreline was called to order by President 
Rex Rice. Twenty members were present 
for our first meeting in 2018. 

Treasurer’s Report
Leroy Mietzner, reminded everyone that 
it’s a new year and membership dues of 
$25 are due. David Moise commented 
that the dues have been $25 since 1990 
and a real bargain in today’s world. Leroy 
gave a brief synopsis of the year’s spend-
ing: our biggest expense was to Sovereign 
for $265.These are for the race tickets for 
Children’s Hospital; the car show is our 
only real income for our budget and we 
share that with Life Enrichment Oppor-
tunities charity every year. So, summing 
up the year financially, we are more than 
solvent, are doing a lot to support our 
community. Dues are due.

Program
Alex Sargeant advised that he is currently 
the Director of Development at Group 2 
Motor Sports and is working toward per-
haps becoming a sponsor of the annual 
Tulip Ralley. Alex described all the dif-
ferent vehicles they are restoring at group 
2, among them a Dino 6 from California, 
which is the original red, all original parts 
still there, restoration hopefully complet-
ed by March. Group 2 would like to host a 
meeting again.
The theme for the meeting tonight was 
for members present to relate their car 
story of the year. Dave Pruczinski enter-
tained us with his harrowing experience 
of his “hill holder” in his truck and how 
it contributed to sliding in the ice and 
snow. Leroy commented on his new 
snow tires and how well they worked in 
winter weather. Dave also reported on 
the progress he is making on his little 
old, cute Fiat NSU. He is having to use a 

metal, 20 ton press to form the floor panels out of 18 gauge sheet 
metal. Bert advised Dave that he has an English wheel he can use. 
Dave also advised that Steve Weigel has a list of Fiat parts for sale 
on Craig’s List. Dan reminded everyone that Jim Blikre has many 
Fiat parts for sale (from his 30 years in business) which are listed 
on the web site.
Alex stated that Group 2 is still trying to establish what day and 
date they will host a gear head meeting for us at their facility.
Bert Cripe reported that the Morris Minor collection would like 
to have us back and host a meeting in the near future on a Satur-
day. He will keep us posted.
February 10 is the Chocolate Valentine run which starts at the 
corner bakery café in Tukwila. More info on the web site.
April 14 is the Tulip Rally and April 15 is our All Italian Car 
Show. Web site is http://www.allitaliancarshow.com. Fee for car 
show is $15 pre-registration and $20 day of. It will be held from 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., with no awards this year.
The Alfa Club hosted their annual New Year’s Day drive begin-
ning at Thrasher’s corner in Bothell and ending at the Skagit-Bur-
lington Airport with the world expert on SPICA injection system 
on dyno engines, not cars.
Dave mentioned that in Lake Stephens there is a great radiator 
and gas tank repair shop. Fast and economical.
Bert reminded everyone that he keeps a current list of the calen-
dar on the 1st page of the website and it is continually updated.

— Submitted by Suzanne Rian, North End Secretary

Photo from http://www.velocetoday.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/1-
4Z5U0395-sm1.jpg
The Beta Montecarlo Turbo, driven by Riccardo Patrese, Markku Alén and Ilkka 
Kivimaki which won the 1980 Giro Automobilistico d’Italia.

FEN January 3 Meeting Notes

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.allitaliancarshow.com/
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Sweet Potatoes - Candied and Spiced, By Pat Kvietkus

(Also works for Jersey Yams, red, orange, or yellow yams)

 About half pound per serving, or one medium potato per person

Prep:  Wash potatoes to remove soil, do not peel

Cook: Best method is to boil in slightly salted water on stove top. Bring to a full boil until you 
can pierce each potato with a fork or knife. Depending on size and quantity, this will take 
30 -45 minutes. Remove from water and remove the peal (skin). A paring knife is helpful. 

 Microwave method:  Wrap each tuber in a paper towel. Wet and place on microwavable 
plate. Cook on full power for 8-10 minutes or until the tubers create steam.  Remove the 
peal (skin). A paring knife is helpful.

Let cool before slicing into ½” rounds. Optionally refrigerate to firm the yams/potatoes 
before slicing.  They can be held overnight.

 Glaze:

¼ to ½ lb. Brown Sugar

1-3 tablespoon of Butter to taste

¼ to ½ tablespoon each Spice:  Any combination of Allspice, Cinnamon, Nutmeg, Mace, or 
Pumpkin spice blend. 

Into a small sauce pan, using medium heat, melt butter, add brown sugar and spices. Add 
water if necessary to melt the mix. Stir and reduce down to a thick slurry.

Reheat: 

Prep serving dish with a light coat of oil. Place sliced yams/potatoes into dish in any pleasing 
order. Spoon into the yams/potatoes the glaze as you build layers. Save some for the top.

Bake at 350F until the glaze is bubbling, about 35 min.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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2018 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editors 
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rallymaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Web-masters
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com
Jess Valmonte; 425-681-2401
valmonj@hotmail.com
Joe Elliott; 412-657-7337
jelliott4@gmail.com Photo from: http://www.velocetoday.com/wp-content/up-

loads/2017/12/Final-1-RM-lead.jpg

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.velocetoday.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Final-1-RM-lead.jpg
http://www.velocetoday.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Final-1-RM-lead.jpg
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FEN Calendar
February 7  Regular FEN club meeting 
(South). Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset 
Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but 
come early for dinner from the regular menu.

February 10   Driving Event: Valentine’s 
Day Drive for Chocolate. Join us for a drive from 
Tukwila to visit Boehm’s Candies in Issaquah.
www.boehmscandies.com

We will meet at the Corner Bakery Café in 
Tukwila for optional breakfast (a Starbucks is 
across the parking lot also). Then follow some 
back roads to the chocolate factory in Issaquah 
for shopping. After visiting the factory, we’ll meet 
for an optional lunch at a local eatery. Contact: 
Bert Cripe, spiders@wavecable.com, 360-731-
8758.

March 7, Regular club meeting (North) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, (206) 546-2900. Meeting begins at 7:00 
p.m., but come early for dinner.

March 18  Driving Event: The Citroen Club’s 
6th Annual Spring Drive. Date subject to change 
and more details to follow. Starting point is the 
Starbucks/Safeway parking lot at 6799 Coal Creek 
Pkwy SE, Newcastle.

April 14  Driving Event: MG Car Club’s 36th 
Annual Tulip Rallye. Full details will be posted 
later. Registration will open in mid-January. The 
registration form will be available for download 
then and registration using PayPal will again be 
available. www.tuliprallye.org

April 15  12th Annual All Italian Car Show. 
XXX Root Beer Drive-In, 98 NE Gilman Drive, 
Issaquah, 98027. Conveniently located just off of 
I-90 at eastbound exit #17. Preregistration will 
open in February. The show’s details TBD, but 
will end at 3 pm.

May 2  Regular club meeting (North). Spiro’s 
Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, Shoreline, 
206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come 
early for dinner.

June 6  Regular club meeting (South). 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

June 8  Sno-Isle Vocational Facility TECH 
Skills Meet. The Sno-Isle facility is located at 
9001 Airport Rd, Everett, WA 98204.

— 9 am—Arrival
— Morning Session with students
— 11:45 am–Lunch
— Afternoon Session with students
— 1:30 pm–Departure

If you have any questions, give Paul Feuerpfeil a 
call at 206-612-3103.

July 4  No Regular meeting in July, 
annual picnic instead. Details to follow 
- date subject to change.
July 7  Annual picnic. Details to 
follow - date subject to change.
August 1 Regular club meeting 
(south) at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 
4201 Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting 
begins at 7:00 p.m., but come early for 
dinner from the regular menu.
September 5, Regular club meeting (north) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, (206) 546-2900. Meeting begins at 
7:00 p.m., but come early for dinner.

September 28-30 Annual Seattle Festa 
Italiana at Seattle Center. Everyone is invited - 
Admission is FREE!

More at: http://festaseattle.com

http://www.tuliprallye.org
http://festaseattle.com
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Pat Kvietkus

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

For Fiat brand, a disastrous end to a difficult year (Douglas A. McIntyre, 24/7 Wall Street, USA Today, 

January 8, 2018)
 https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/cars/2018/01/08/fiat-brand-disastrous-end-difficult-year/1013536001/

Something’s Going On With Fiat Chrysler (Michael Ballaban, The Morning Shift, January 8, 2018)
https://jalopnik.com/somethings-going-on-with-fiat-chrysler-1821870475

FIAT 500 Three used city cars – but which is the real star? (Rob Adams, Independent, September 23, 2018)
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/motoring/city-cars-fiat-500-v-hyundai-i10-v-kia-picanto-a7962841.html

FIAT News (Motor Authority, January 8, 2018) This site is packed with great Fiat stories.  
https://www.motorauthority.com/news/fiat

What’s it like to drive the Fiat 28-Liter Beast Of Turin? (Motor Authority, June 10, 2017)
https://www.motorauthority.com/news/1110922_whats-it-like-to-drive-the-fiat-28-liter-beast-of-turin

Green Car reports, Fiat 500 news(Green Car Reports, January 8, 2018, but no date on page)
https://www.greencarreports.com/news/500

Why Bitcoin Needs Fiat (And This Won’t Change in 2018 (Tim Swanson, The Coin desk,  January 3, 2018)
https://www.coindesk.com/bitcoin-still-needs-fiat-currency-wont-change-2018/

Pope Francis’ Philadelphia Fiat up for auction (abc action news , December 19, 2017)
http://6abc.com/automotive/pope-francis-philadelphia-fiat-up-for-auction/2712198/

Fiat in talks to buy GM’s European operations (ABC news, January 8, 2018)
http://abcnews.go.com/Business/story?id=7493776&page=1

Savage: At $21,000, Fiat 500 Abarth is a tiny, bargain-priced joy (Mark Savage, Journal Sentinel, July 11, 2017)
https://www.jsonline.com/story/money/cars/2017/07/11/savage-21-000-fiat-500-abarth-tiny-bargain-priced-
joy/449120001/

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/cars/2018/01/08/fiat-brand-disastrous-end-difficult-year/1013536001/
https://jalopnik.com/somethings-going-on-with-fiat-chrysler-1821870475
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/motoring/city-cars-fiat-500-v-hyundai-i10-v-kia-picanto-a7962841.html
https://www.motorauthority.com/news/fiat
https://www.motorauthority.com/news/1110922_whats-it-like-to-drive-the-fiat-28-liter-beast-of-turin
https://www.greencarreports.com/news/500
https://www.coindesk.com/bitcoin-still-needs-fiat-currency-wont-change-2018/
http://6abc.com/automotive/pope-francis-philadelphia-fiat-up-for-auction/2712198/
http://abcnews.go.com/Business/story?id=7493776&page=1
https://www.jsonline.com/story/money/cars/2017/07/11/savage-21-000-fiat-500-abarth-tiny-bargain-priced-joy/449120001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/money/cars/2017/07/11/savage-21-000-fiat-500-abarth-tiny-bargain-priced-joy/449120001/

