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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who 
meet regularly throughout the year. In general, 
our club is geared towards social rather than 
the technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and is an 
IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December.  A picnic in July and 
a holiday party in December take the place 
of regular meetings in those months. The 
regular meeting location alternates monthly 
between Shoreline and Renton. FEN also 
hosts rallies and other events throughout 
the year.

Hitchhiking adventures:
How did I ever survive adolescence? Between the ages of 

12 and 14, I hitchhiked when I wasn’t riding my beloved bike. Here 
are some rides I remember, some I’ve forgotten.

The Blind Driver: My friend Stan had an older brother who 
had strange friends. One was the rich kid. He showed up one day 
with a ‘31 Model A Ford roadster, totally rebuilt; engine, paint, top; 
it was beautiful. Off we went for a drive with Stan and I in the rum-
ble seat. Just before we headed down the steep switchbacks into 
Auburn, the driver pulled his hat down over his eyes and stepped 
on the gas. “I don’t want to live!” He screamed as we went into the 
first turn. I held on tight as we skidded around the turns, knowing 
that this crazy person was going to kill me. Only when we got to 
the bottom of the hill and stopped did we find out that he could see 
just fine through the material of the hat.

The Record Maker: Stan and I used to sneak out at night and 
hitchhike to Seattle after our families were asleep. Our survival 
hinged upon getting back into bed before the parent’s alarm clock 
went off. We always made it, sometimes very close.

One night on our way home on Highway 99 (I-5 was in the 
future), a car came up at a very high rate of speed. The driver saw 

(Continued on page 7) 
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• Álvaro Muñiz and Antonio Solórano, 
with the Abarth 124 rally, still have 
a chance to win the championship 
despite having withdrawn from the 
Santander Cantabria Rally.

• The first of the two races left will be 
held this weekend on the mountains of 
Alicante.

The Spanish SMC Junior Motorsport 
Team will be competing in the Rally de La 
Nucia with weekend, the second-to-last 
event of the Spanish Tarmac Rally Cham-
pionship, with the Abarth 124 rally of 
Álvaro Muñiz and Antonio Solórzano.

The Spanish crew is in the running to 
win the 2WD title despite having with-
drawn from the previous race. Bad weath-
er with rain and fog during the Santander 
Cantabria Rally caused the crew to crash.

During the last two races of the 
championship, the drivers of the SMC 
Junior Motorsport Team will be called to 
repeat the good results which led them to 
win three times in the Adeje, Ferrol, and 
Villa de Llanes rallies.

The Rally de la Nucia consists of 
a single, tough leg and will be held on 
Saturday, November 4. After the starting 

SMC Junior Motorsport Team at the Rally de La Nucia 
to Fight for the Spanish Championship 2WD Title
Turin, November 3, 2017

Link: http://www.abarthpress.com/press/article/the-smc-junior-motorsport-team-at-the-rally-de-la-nucia-to-fight-
for-the-spanish-championship-2wd-title

ceremony with presentation of the crews this evening (Friday, No-
vember 3) at 8 p.m. in Alicante, the crews will be taking on seven 
special stages for a total of 160 timed kilometres tomorrow. They 
will start at 7.30 a.m. and end at 8.30 p.m.   

Content provided by Fred Russell

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.abarthpress.com/press/article/the-smc-junior-motorsport-team-at-the-rally-de-la-nucia-to-fight-for-the-spanish-championship-2wd-title
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When I was a kid, I cannot remember how many times my parents 
told me “do not open”  my gifts until Christmas morning.  How about 
our parents? FIAT maybe, using this gift memory hook on their 
new Alfa Giulia! I hope it works! I saw these “do not open” tamper 
evidence tags on the unprepped cars on the Car Pros lot in Renton.  
I am sure it would stop only the most faint at heart, especially 
because it was on the Giulia Quadrifoglio 505-hp version.  The car 
looked like it was a recipient of a dockside joyride, with a set of 
scuffed-up tires and a bump on its front fender.  Ode to joy! 

Please put the Holiday Party on your must-do list. It is Sunday, 11 
am to 3 pm December 3rd, at Wild About Cars in Kirkland,  WA. 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving!  

By Pat Kvietkus

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Twenty-two cars participated in the 
day tour following a back-roads 

route through Kitsap and Mason Coun-
ties. FIAT Club members in attendance 
included Rex and Carrie Rice, Terry and 
Mary Zeitner, Fred Russell, and us.

We met at an Austin Chase coffee 
house in Silverdale. After spending time 
chatting and examining the wide as-
sortment of cars, Paul Melrose gave his 
standard driver’s meeting with a detailed 
explanation of the route instructions.  
Soon, we were on our way out of town.

Included in the list of cars was Paul’s 
Panhard; a Citroën convertible; a Viper; 
a Cobra replica, two MGB GTs; a 124 

Spider; two Geo Metros; a Porsche 365 
coupe; a late-model Porsche; two BMWs; 
an English Ford Cortina; three Alfa Ro-
meos; two Volkswagen coupes; and some 
daily-driver cars.

It was a most unexpectedly beautiful 
day with a sunny, clear sky—perfect for 
a Sunday drive through the countryside.  
We saw colorful autumn foliage and sev-
eral interesting Halloween decorations.

October 15th Citroën Club  
Autumn Tour Report

It was a most unexpectedly 
beautiful day with a sunny, clear 
sky—perfect for a Sunday drive 
through the countryside.  We saw 
colorful autumn foliage and several 
interesting Halloween decorations.

There were fun, twisty roads—many without lane markings 
through sparsely populated areas. We drove south along the Hood 
Canal where we were treated to several views of the Olympic 
Mountains.

The route was about 65 miles long or so, depending upon 
which of the two options you choose to follow and how many 
times you became lost. We somehow lost our way and did a loop at 
one point and thus had to refer to the GPS.

Considering that the group split up on the two route options 
and some of us lost our way, plus a pit stop at Belfair State Park, 
it was remarkable that everyone still arrived at the end point at 
nearly the same time.

We finished the day with lunch at Lennard K’s Boat House 
Restaurant in Allyn. We didn’t expect the deck to be very comfort-
able at this time of year but found it very pleasant in the sunshine.  
Diana had the fish and chips while I had a crab cake sandwich. In 
addition, it was Paul Melrose’s birthday, so we sang the birthday 
song and wished him many more.

It was a most enjoyable outing—enjoying our cars, the road, 
reconnecting with acquaintances, and doing the things that are the 
reasons to join the club.   

— Submitted by Bert Cripe

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Lancia Delta Integrale EVO Rally 
Circa 1990–92, 500 hp

https://www.google.com/search?q=Lancia+Delta+Integrale+EVO+Rally&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj_4_
qh5r_XAhUM8GMKHST5DucQ_AUICSgA&biw=727&bih=678&dpr=1

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.google.com/search?q=Lancia+Delta+Integrale+EVO+Rally&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj_4_qh5r_XAhUM8GMKHST5DucQ_AUICSgA&biw=727&bih=678&dpr=1
https://www.google.com/search?q=Lancia+Delta+Integrale+EVO+Rally&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj_4_qh5r_XAhUM8GMKHST5DucQ_AUICSgA&biw=727&bih=678&dpr=1
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us and slammed on the brakes. We had to run a long way to get 
to the car to get in. It was a ‘40 Ford coupe with no hood. It felt 
strange to look out and see nothing but road. The driver soon had 
the car up to wide open. Seems he had a girlfriend in Portland and 
drove Highway 99 down and back a lot, each time trying to break 
his own record. By stopping to pick us up, he said he would have 
to drive even faster to make up for it. He slammed on the brakes 
where we wanted off and he roared away, screeching tires and 
screaming engine into the night.

The Beer Drinker: This time Stan and I were hitchhiking on a 
warm summer day to Seattle. We lived about 17 miles south of the 
city, a mile from Highway 99. Once again, a Ford came scream-
ing down the road. This time it was a new 1949 convertible and it 
screeched to a stop. Stan and I ran up to it and the driver motioned 
us to climb in the backseat. “Don’t use the door, climb over!” He 
yelled. 

We did and with a whimper of tires we were off. The driver 
was slouched low in the seat, one hand on the wheel and the other 

(Continued from page 1) 

around a woman with long red hair. In his 
lap was a bottle of beer, which he raised 
and chugged on while steering with his 
knees. The wind was ferocious in the 
backseat but I could see the speedometer 
needle hovering around 90 mph. When 
he finished his beer, he threw the bottle 
straight up and snapped his fingers…and 
the redhead popped a cap and put anoth-
er beer in his hand. 

I was afraid to look back and see 
where the first bottle had landed. At the 
first traffic light, Stan and I leapt from 
the car, feeling like we had escaped with 
our lives. With a wave of a bottle and a 
screech of tires, the Ford was gone.    

 — Rex Rice, President

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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2017 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editors 
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com
Mi Ae Lipe; 206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rally-master
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Web-masters
Jess Valmonte; 425-681-2401
valmonj@hotmail.com

Joe Elliott; 412-657-7337
jelliott4@gmail.com

FEN November Meeting Notes
November 1, 2017

The North-End meeting at Spiro’s in Shoreline was called to order 
by President Rex Rice. Member Mike Wayte came all the way from 
Bellingham for the meeting. There were 14 other members present.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Leroy Mietzner reported that the club is solvent after all 
the bills are paid.

Program
David Moise reminded everyone about the Christmas party on 
December 3rd, which is the first Sunday in December. This year 
the Alfa Club generously offered facilities for us to host our party. It 
will be at 11 am to 3 pm at Wild About Cars @ 11200 Kirkland Way 
in Kirkland. Take the Kirkland exit (85th), exit the ramp towards 
Kirkland (West) and take the first left. Everyone please bring a 
white elephant for each attendee ($5.00–$10 value) to exchange 
and a donation for Second Harvest. The club will provide the meat 
(ham) and scalloped potatoes. Last names beginning with the fol-
lowing letters should bring:

A–J  Appetizers
K–P  Salads 
R–Z  Desserts 

If this doesn’t work for you, bring whatever you want. We always 
have plenty of food. The club will provide soft drinks. If you desire 
something else, BYOB. It was determined that Gordy has the paper 
products, etc., for the party. Dan and Sooz will purchase and cook 
the ham and potatoes, and provide door prizes. David will call 
Gordy and LeRoy will call Fred. This party takes the place of our 
December meeting.

Alex reported that he is still working on getting the gearhead 
meetings organized at Group 2 Motorsports. He believes he will 
set them up for the third Thursday or the third Friday of each 
month. He said they have a coffee sponsor and a beer sponsor 
already. He will keep us posted.

It was also noted that Bert Cripe has continued to be our web-
master. Thanks, Bert for stepping back in.

Rex reported on the Citroën Drive last month. He said it was 
one of the best-organized tours. No one should miss it next year. 
(There were only two FIATs in it this year.)

David Moise was our guest speaker, presenting a slideshow his 
recent bike tour of Ireland with Judy. Wonderful pics of cars, food, 
and scenery—“Makes me want to go there!” Thanks, David.

Door prizes were distributed and the meeting adjourned.

— Respectfully submitted by Suzanne Rian, North-End Secretary

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
December 2  Caffeine & Gasoline®, 
Griot’s Garage Store & Events Center. Theme: 
F1 (Ferrari 312T) and CanAm (McLaren M6A) 
Double Fire-Up. 3333 S 38th St, Tacoma, WA 
98409. 8 am.
https://www.griotsgarage.com/category/
caffeine+gasoline.do

December 3  Holiday Potluck Party.  
The meeting will be at Wild About Cars, 11200 
Kirkland Way, #200, Kirkland WA 98003.  
11 am–3 pm. More details in the meeting notes to 
the left. 

December 6   No regular club meeting in 
December; holiday potluck on December 3 
instead.

December 16  Christmas Car Show, 
Griot’s Garage Store & Events Center. 3333 S 38th 
St, Tacoma, WA 98409. Noon–3 pm.  
https://www.griotsgarage.com/category/
about+us/events.do

January 1  The Northwest Alfa Romeo Club 
will host their annual Anti-Football Drive. All 
Italian cars are welcome!
http://www.nwalfaclub.com

April 14, 2018   Driving Event: MG Car 
Club’s 36th Annual Tulip Rallye. Full details will 
be posted in early December 2017. Registration 
will open in mid-January. The registration 
form will be available for download then and 
registration using PayPal will again be available.
www.tuliprallye.org

https://www.griotsgarage.com/category/caffeine+gasoline.do
https://www.griotsgarage.com/category/caffeine+gasoline.do
https://www.griotsgarage.com/category/about+us/events.do
https://www.griotsgarage.com/category/about+us/events.do
http://www.nwalfaclub.com/
http://www.tuliprallye.org
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Pat Kvietkus

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 
[These links are all interactive links in the PDF.]

FIAT Christmas Card FIAT and Tree on the Beach, photography by Anita (www.etsy.com)
https://www.etsy.com/listing/164674671/christmas-card-fiat-and-tree-on-the

FIAT 500 X Christmas Ornament (Red Barn Trading 817)
https://www.etsy.com/listing/552801538/fiat-500-x-christmas-ornament-free?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_
search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=fiat%20500&ref=sr_gallery_14

How FIAT Chrysler Crafts Profits in Unique Ways: The Curious Case of the Dodge Durango 

(Seeking Apha,  November 10, 2017) 

https://seekingalpha.com/article/4123413-fiat-chrysler-crafts-profits-unique-ways-curious-case-dodge-durango

Car Life, Our 30 Favorite Cars from the Best of France and Italy (AutoWeek, November 11, 2017) 

http://autoweek.com/vehicles/fiat

As Auto Stocks Race, FIAT Pulls Ahead of the Pack with an Old-School Strategy (CNBC, October 26, 2017)
https://www.cnbc.com/2017/10/26/fiat-pulls-ahead-of-auto-stocks-with-an-old-school-strategy.html

Alfa Romeo Giulia Might Get a 350-Horsepower Veloce Option in 2019 (The Drive.com,  November 11, 2017)
http://www.thedrive.com/sheetmetal/15984/alfa-romeo-giulia-might-get-a-350-horsepower-veloce-option-in-2019

2017 Alfa Romeo Giulia Quadrifoglio Review: The Germans Should Be Nervous: 505 hp and an 8-speed That’s 
Double-Clutch Fast (AutoWeek, October 24, 2017)
http://autoweek.com/article/car-reviews/2017-alfa-romeo-giulia-quadrifoglio-review-germans-should-be-nervous

Lancia Delta, Fulvia, LC2, Stratos, (Jalopnik, October 13, 2017) https://jalopnik.com/tag/lancia

News: Still No Improvement in Sight for Lancia, Says FCA boss (RanWhenParked.com, March 16, 2017)

(Ran When Parked was founded in 2007 and focuses on unique and unappreciated vehicles from around the 
world. It is published by Ronan Glon and Ian Rothwell.)

https://ranwhenparked.net/2017/03/16/news-still-no-improvement-in-sight-for-lancia-says-fca-boss/

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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