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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car 
(FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts 
who meet regularly throughout the year.  In 
general, our club is geared towards social 
rather than the technical. The club is incor-
porated as a nonprofit club in Washington 
State and is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt 
social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except for 
July and December.  A picnic in July and a 
holiday party in December take the place 
of regular meetings in those months. The 
regular meeting location alternates month-
ly between Shoreline and Renton. FEN also 
hosts rallies and other events throughout 
the year.

What a great summer it has been so far! Our FIAT has 
been driven daily with the top down except for our 

annual camping trip to Banks Lake in Eastern WA. I pull our 
15-foot boat over with our old Previa and launch it for the 
trip to our remote camping area.

For a week, we relax, eat, drink beer and mai-tais at 5 pm and 
sleep under the stars, watching the Milky Way and shooting 
stars when we can. We read, nap, and solve the world’s prob-
lems as we seek shade through the day. This was our 27th 
year of enjoying this part of our wonderful State of Washing-
ton.   

— Rex Rice, President
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Another September opportu-
nity is Festa Italiano, coming up 

the weekend of September 23–24. We’re 
always invited to participate and to park 
our cars in the heart of Seattle Center and 
traditionally have attended as a group on 
Saturday. As I always say, “it’s the only 
chance you’ll ever have to park for free in 
the middle of Seattle Center.” And always 
fun to enjoy the music, food, drinks, 
booths, and general Italian fun…

Stay tuned for more information with 
details about how to sign up, but save the 
date. Check out the event website:  
http://festaseattle.com/

Pay special attention to the 2nd photo 
in the main slideshow at the top of the 
web page. If you look at the table near 
the middle of the image, you’ll see FEN 
members Gary Reed and Sue Emerson!

—David Moise, 
VP FIAT Enthusiasts NW  

Festa Italiano Later This Month!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://festaseattle.com/
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It’s been a hot summer.  I have missed out on many of the club’s events, 
and almost missed the drive into Totality.  I’m so glad I didn’t take a pass 
on the event.  Besides getting to enjoy a very carefully planned trip, I 
learned a lot about eclipses that I probably knew at some point (maybe in 
high school?)—Baily’s beads, diamond rings, plus I learned that Fred can 
catch a peanut thrown across a restaurant with one hand while walking. 
Great catch! This was my first trip to LeMay and only about two hours 
long, so plan more time next trip.

Coming up: The Festa Italiano and being able to park free in the Seattle 
Center fountain area is a lot of fun.  The natives from Italy especially 
like the FIATs and Lancias that remind them of home. Please consider 
attending this free show! 

I sincerely hope you enjoy this edition.  —Your editor, Pat Kvietkus

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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We had a great time. We saw 99.3%. 
We watched from the FIAT in a 

comfortable nearby parking lot. Nice 
view. No stress. No traffic. Slept in.

My car has been running warm. I have 
checked and replaced radiator, hoses, 
water pump, and burped her well. Traffic 
could have been a nightmare. The skies 
dimmed, but no total darkness. I would 
have really liked to have seen it all. But 
felt great about going.

We stayed an extra day and had an easy 
ride back. The traffic stopped before the 
Grand Mound fire. We took some back 
roads up to Morton, then Elbe. We had a 
beautiful drive. Took it easy.

I’m glad you got to go all the way down. 
As for driving quickly out of there, you 
were wise to get the hell out of dodge—
the traffic jams were like a nebulous of 
dark on Google maps slowly spreading 
like a plague across the area. The Salem 
traffic took 5+ hours to expand beyond 
Portland.   

— Sue Carson

Note about the Trip to Totality

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Group 2 Is Hosting “Gearhead Gatherings” 

Alex Sargeant, now working with Group 2 Motorsports, has alerted us to these gatherings.  

www.fiatnorthwest.org


6   The FIAT-isti September 2017 www.fiatnorthwest.org

A Trip Into Totality

On Monday, August 21, 2017, all of 
North America was treated to an 

eclipse of the sun. Anyone within the path 
of totality could see one of nature’s most 
awe-inspiring sights—a total solar eclipse. 
The totality path, whereby the moon 
completely covered the sun and the sun’s 
tenuous atmosphere, the corona, could be 
seen from Salem, Oregon to Charleston, 
South Carolina. Less-adventurous ob-
servers outside this path still saw a partial 
solar eclipse, where the moon covered 
part of the sun’s disk.

When the eclipse first touched Oregon, 
the moon’s shadow was racing at approx-
imately 3,400 miles per hour! When the 
moon’s shadow left Oregon, it had slowed 
down to about 2,900 miles per hour 
because it was now higher in the sky. The 
width of the eclipse path in the Willa-
mette Valley was about 87 miles. It varied 
at different locations but averaged about a 
60-mile wide pathway to totality. 

This was the back story for “Fred’s most 
excellent adventure.” It was a well-
planned-out road trip with the Alfa Ro-
meo car club. We even had four “escape 
routes” planned. The traffic predictions 
around Madras were expected to be 
extreme on eclipse day. Thankfully, we 

All retired early as we had 
decided to start out at 4 am 
due to the news frenzy of the 
possibilities of gridlocked traffic.

did not experience this issue. Going down on Sunday and back on 
Monday, all without driving on the I-5 interstate, made the differ-
ence.

We met at the Southcenter Mall parking lot on Sunday morning 
and drove to the LeMay Foundation Museum at Marymount. 
(See photos.) Fred drove his brand-new 2017 Alfa Romeo Giulia, 
and there was a 1985 Alfa Graduate. All of the Italian cars were 
showing their proper Italian red paint. We met up with two other 
members of the FEN club, Dan and Sue Carson with their 1981 red 
124 turbo Spider, and new members John and Sondra Mangan in 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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a new red 124 Spider roadster. We had lunch before our tour.  We 
received a two-hour history lesson on their cars and the how the 
collection started. As this was a first time for me, it was especially 
hard not to over-spend time in each area of interest. 

We then drove over some very hilly roads on Green Mountain on 
our way to Vancouver, WA. All retired early as we had decided to 
start out at 4 the next morning due to the news frenzy of the possi-
bilities of gridlocked traffic. The two Spiders decided not to venture 
into the traffic and experienced the event near Vancouver.

With the hard drive, I was thankful that my Lancia was ‘behaving” 
by running and driving fine. So at about 4 am Monday, we all took 
off towards Madras, Oregon, on US Hwy 26. We stopped on top 
of the pass at Government Camp for a pit stop. The traffic was still 
moving south at a brisk pace. We arrived at the Warm Springs Mu-
seum parking lot with lots of time to spare. A few ventured over to 
the casino, hoping the event would bring them the big win. 

We set up in a field behind the Museum. 
There were not more than a dozen groups 
viewing the event. I don’t know where all 
the cars ended up going to, but we were 
thankful they were not in Warm Springs. 
The smoke from the thousands of acres of 
ground fires started rolling in about 8 am. 
It eventually was not a problem, and the 
smoke did not interfere with the view in 
the sky. (See photos.)

The Totality was way more awesome than 
I thought it would be—it was just over 2 
minutes, plus seeing the sun look like the 
moon cycling through its monthly path, 
except that it was happening in less than 
two hours. We saw the ring effect with the 
Baily’s-beads feature of total solar eclips-
es. As the moon grazes by the sun during 
the solar eclipse, the rugged lunar topog-

We set up in a field behind  
the Museum.  There were not 

more than a dozen groups 
viewing the event.  I don’t know 

where all the cars ended up 
going to, but we were thankful 

they were not in Warm Springs.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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A Trip into Totality, continued 

raphy allows beads of sunlight to shine 
through in some places and not in others. 
The diamond-ring effect at the end was 
brighter than I expected. During the 
eclipse, several events were happening. 
You may have noticed four planets with 
the unaided eye near the eclipsed sun! 
(See the illustration.)

In order of brightness, these planets were 
Venus, Jupiter, Mars, and Mercury. Also, 
the Perseid meteor shower was happen-
ing. This is one of the brighter meteor 
showers of the year, and it occurs every 
year between July 17 and August 24. I 
did not notice this until I looked at my 
movies that I had been taking with my 
camera. Just in case you’re wondering: 
“shooting stars” and “falling stars” are 
both names that describe meteor showers.

Between eleven and noon we packed up 
and headed back on route option “One D,” 
which took us on the BIA highways on the 
Warm Springs Indian Reservation to the 
Dalles and over the Columbia just down-
stream from the dam to Washington.

Due to the numerous grass-
land wild fires, this was some 
of the most burned-up land 
I’d seen for years. We stopped 
for a picnic lunch at a rest 
stop at the mouth of the 
Klickitat River. (See photo.)
Lunch was provided by Fred. 

We drove the Wind River 
“NP” Highways. “NF” and 
“NFD” designations are used 
for the roads and highways, 
but they’re actually park and 
forest service roads, not what you and I would call highways. 
 
Glimpses of Mt. St. Helens and Mt. Adams were teasing us on 
many corners, but there were no great places for a group of five 
cars to stop. We stopped somewhere south of the town of Randel to 
stretch. I still have not found this tiny cabinlike spot using Google 
Earth. We then finished traveling north through Morton, Elbe, and 
Eatonville to Puyallup, where everyone then took their own routes 
home.

After 633 miles in two days, I was tired, but in all it was worth the 
drive to see Totality.  Story and photos By Pat Kvietkus.   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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In case you haven’t noticed, the road 
is a fascinating place. Nowhere else 

in our daily life do we encounter such a 
microcosm of human foibles right before 
our eyes. And yet, huge cooperation and 
tolerance exist too, even if those noble 
traits aren’t always obvious. On a typical 
crowded road, the very fact that so many 
drivers from different cultures, ages, levels 
of experience, personalities, and moti-
vations can dart about on a tiny area of 
concrete and not cause sheer chaos most 
of the time is quite wondrous, if you really 
stop and think about it.

That said, social pressure plays a huge role 
in traffic. Driving is a metaphor for literal-
ly how we go through life, and the way we 
act behind the wheel directly reflects our 
ego, habits, life values, planning abilities, 
confidence levels, and social skills. We all 
like to think of ourselves as above-average 
drivers, but truly honest self-reflection 
can be quite humbling.

We’ve all felt violated on the highway by 
tailgaters—those nasty people who appear 
in our rearview mirrors much faster than 
we ever thought possible and remain 
stubbornly glued to our bumpers. If a 
tailgater is riding your derrière, you have 
two choices: You can move over or remain 
where you are. How you see this situation 
and respond to it depends on whether 
you’re the bulldozer that plows slower 
people out of the way, the oyster who 
stays planted and minds his own business, 
or the dandelion seed, who drifts at the 
mercy of others.

If you’re a bulldozer, dandelion seeds and 
open roads are ideal; they validate your 

Are You a Bulldozer, an Oyster, or a Dandelion? 
By Mi Ae Lipe

“A Befuddled Driver”

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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status. Why are you a bulldozer? Is it for a valid reason? Are you a 
doctor rushing to the hospital to operate on a patient waiting in the 
emergency room, or is there a pregnant woman in the car about 
to drop a baby in the parking lot of the nearest Dairy Queen if you 
don’t tromp on it?

Or do you just want to go faster than other drivers? Why? Are they 
truly too slow? Or are you merely accustomed to making quicker 
progress than everyone else? (That’s a valid point in some situa-
tions.) And it’s likely you get angry or at least annoyed a lot. Maybe 
you even indulge in road rage once in a while. Have you ever 
honked at or flipped off someone else?

But why do you want to be faster? Is your speed unsafe for condi-
tions? Do you overly fixate on the oyster or dandelion directly in 
front of you and ignore your peripheral vision? Do you think the 
oysters are the unsafe ones, holding everyone else up? Maybe they 
are, but your speed, tunnel vision, and tight following distance are 
also increasing everyone’s risk.

Consider the oyster, as food writer M. F. K. Fisher would say. If you 
happen to be an oblivious one who hangs out in the left lane and 
lets traffic stack up behind you when the law says you should move 
over to the right to let others go by, consider why. Do you just pre-
fer to take life easier and not hurry? Are you uncomfortable going 
as fast as everyone else because you’re the anxious type and think 
it’s unsafe, plus you don’t want to get a speeding ticket? Or do you 
stay left because there’s less traffic in that lane and therefore it feels 
less dangerous? Do you even know that others might be waiting 
(and seething) behind you? 

Regardless of your reasons, doubtless you feel vulnerable, intim-
idated, annoyed, or downright upset at times. Who are all these 
bastard bulldozers who want to push me out of the way? Or maybe 
you think, I have a perfect right to be here. It’s my road too. And 
I’m doing everyone else a favor by sitting here in the left lane and 
keeping others from speeding.

And then there are dandelion seeds, floating around and getting 
pushed along by and with everyone else. If you’re a dandelion, your 
greatest fantasy might be a road free of oysters and bulldozers, 
where you can just go at your own pace and not be hampered by 
anyone. Or maybe it just doesn’t matter. Sometimes you’re not the 

Are You a Bulldozer, an Oyster, or a Dandelion?  (Continued)

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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most attentive driver on the road, and you speed up and slow down 
randomly, much to everyone’s chagrin. But dandelions can also be 
some of the most observant and predictable ones around, making 
the road safer for everyone with their willingness to move around 
oysters and stay out of the path of bulldozers.

Regardless of what kind of driver you generally are, one thing is 
absolutely certain—you have been all three at some point in your 
life, or even on the same day. The most easygoing dandelion has 
turned into a bulldozer when faced with an especially stubborn 
oyster. The most hardcore bulldozer can be run out of the lane, 
because someone always wants to go faster. And oysters easily be-
come dandelions because someone is always going slower.

This leads us to a most fascinating quirk: We’re all easy critics of 
other drivers, but we turn remarkably blind eyes to our own faults, 
even if we ourselves display the very weaknesses we love to point 
out in others. Funny how that works, but consider that the next 
time you’re on the road and someone literally drives you crazy. We 
often paint ourselves as victims but not perpetrators because it’s far 
easier to judge and complain than just buck up.

Many drivers justify going fast by saying they need to keep up with 
the speed of traffic. That’s certainly understandable. But here’s the 
twist: Humans are social. We copy others, whether we’re aware of it 
or not. If you speed, you embolden others to do the same, and 
everyone starts going faster. If you drive slower, your calmer 
manner sets an example and energy for others to follow (literally), 
and overall speeds drop. Not everyone falls in line, but you’d be 
surprised at how often you can effect positive change this way. Be 
that change.   

Love Letters from the Public:

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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2017 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editors 
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com
Mi Ae Lipe; 206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rallymaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Webmasters
Jess Valmonte; 425-681-2401
valmonj@hotmail.com

Joe Elliott; 412-657-7337
jelliott4@gmail.com

FEN August Meeting Notes

August 2, 2017 Meeting Notes

The South End meeting was held at Amantes in Renton.  
15 members were present. New members John and Sondra Morgan 
were welcomed.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer LeRoy Meitzner reported that all is well with the club 
finances.

• Fred reported that the Viva Italian Show was canceled.

• David reported on the annual picnic held in Olympia at Greg 
Smith’s property.

• Fred reported on the eclipse drive in Oregon. Going home 
could be a problem, so it is advised to stay an extra day.

• SOVREN will not be held at Pacific Raceways next year.  
The site was not announced.

• Wild about Cars is available for the Christmas party in 
December.

• David asked us to think about how important this club is in 
our lives.

The meeting adjourned at 7:47 pm.

— Submitted by Carrie Rice, South End Secretary

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
September 6
Regular club meeting (North) at Spiro’s 
Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 
7 pm, but come early for dinner.

September 23
Festa Italiano Car Show Seattle Center.  
For more information; 206-282-0627,  
or www.FestaSeattle.com.

November 4
Caffeine & Gasoline® Griot’s Garage Store 
& Events Center, 3333 S 38th St, Tacoma, 
WA 98409, 8 am. Learn more. 

December 6
No regular club meeting in December. 

December TBD
Holiday Potluck Party. The meeting will be 
at Wild About Cars, 11200 Kirkland Way, 
#200, Kirkland WA 98003. More details 
when the venue and plans are finalized. 

http://www.FestaSeattle.com
https://www.griotsgarage.com/category/about+us/corporate+hq+flagship+store.do?utm_source=bing+local&utm_medium=web&utm_content=business+listing
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Pat Kvietkus

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

FIAT 124 vs Miata comparisons (Torque News, Compilation of dates, 2017)
[These links are all interactive links in the PDF.] https://www.torquenews.com/fiat

A Vintage FIAT that’s no expatriate, a 1913 FIAT Type 56 seven-passenger touring car 

(The New York Times by Rob Sassmay, May 3, 2012)
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/06/automobiles/collectibles/a-vintage-fiat-thats-no-expatriate.html

FA vintage FIAT 124 Spider is a future collectible: Your affordable entrée to Italian motoring may not remain 
affordable for long (The Drive by Brett Berk, July 1, 2016)
http://www.thedrive.com/vintage/4213/a-vintage-fiat-124-spider-is-a-future-collectible

Historic 1947 Lancia prototype by ‘Pinin’ Farina to Dragone auction (Classic Cars.com Journal by Bob Golfen, 
October 8, 2015)
https://journal.classiccars.com/2015/10/08/historic-1947-lancia-prototype-pinin-farina-auction/

Eleven pages of stock Lancia photos, classic Lancia stock photos and images (1,091 images) (Not dated)
http://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/classic-lancia.html

33 pages of classic FIAT stock photos and images (3,271) (Not dated) (Sorry about the long link!)
http://www.alamy.com/search.html?pn=1&ps=100&qt=classic%20FIAT&qt_raw=classic%20FIAT#BHM=foo%3Dbar%26st%3D0%26pn%3D1%26ps%3D100%26sortby%3D2%26qt%3Dclassic%2520FIAT%26qt_

raw%3Dclassic%2520FIAT%26qn%3D%26lic%3D3%26edrf%3D0%26mr%3D0%26pr%3D0%26aoa%3D1%26creative%3D%26videos%3D%26nu%3D%26ccc%3D%26bespoke%3D%26apalib%

3D%26ag%3D0%26hc%3D0%26et%3D0x000000000000000000000%26vp%3D0%26loc%3D0%26ot%3D0%26imgt%3D0%26dtfr%3D%26dtto%3D%26size%3D0xFF%26blackwhite%3D%26cutout%

3D%26archive%3D1%26name%3D%26groupid%3D%26pseudoid%3D%26userid%3D%26id%3D%26a%3D%26xstx%3D0%26cbstore%3D1%26resultview%3DsortbyPopular%26lightbox%3D%2

6gname%3D%26gtype%3D%26apalic%3D%26tbar%3D1%26pc%3D%26simid%3D%26cap%3D1%26customgeoip%3D%26vd%3D0%26cid%3D%26pe%3D%26so%3D%26lb%3D%26fi%3D0%26langcod

e%3Den%26saveQry%3D%26editorial%3D1%26t%3D0%26edoptin%3D

Unique vintage Alfa Romeo took years to restore 1946 Alfa Romeo 6C 2500 Speciale (Driving, June 4 , 2015) 

http://driving.ca/alfa-romeo/auto-news/news/unique-vintage-alfa-romeo-took-2-million-to-restore

8 coolest vintage Alfa Romeo cars of all time (Dmarge by Mike Huynh, May 6, 2016)
https://www.dmarge.com/2016/05/best-alfa-romeo-cars.html

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.torquenews.com/fiat
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/06/automobiles/collectibles/a-vintage-fiat-thats-no-expatriate.html
http://www.thedrive.com/vintage/4213/a-vintage-fiat-124-spider-is-a-future-collectible
https://journal.classiccars.com/2015/10/08/historic-1947-lancia-prototype-pinin-farina-auction/
http://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/classic-lancia.html
http://driving.ca/alfa-romeo/auto-news/news/unique-vintage-alfa-romeo-took-2-million-to-restore
https://www.dmarge.com/2016/05/best-alfa-romeo-cars.html

