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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who meet 
regularly throughout the year.  In general, our 
club is geared towards social rather than the 
technical. The club is incorporated as a nonprofit 
club in Washington State and is an IRS 501(c)7 
tax-exempt social club.  Club meetings are held 
monthly, except for July and December.  A picnic 
in July and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings in those months. 
The regular meeting location alternates monthly 
between Shoreline and Renton. FEN also hosts 
rallies and other events throughout the year.

Rex’s Ramblings

I had the opportunity to trade my FIAT for this lovely convertible 
but I couldn’t come up with the extra money to close the deal. 

Maybe next time.
For FEN members who want to spread their names far and 

wide, here is a plan that was used years ago by a man named 
Spencer: Have a tire shop cut your name into tread of your rear 
tires, add a black ink dispenser over each rear and where ever you 
go, your name will be spread.   

  Rex Rice, President
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FIAT introduced the 124 Spider in 2015 
at the Los Angeles Auto Show, fram-

ing it as an affordable, compact, light-
weight two-door roadster. Built from the 
bones of the acclaimed fourth-generation 
(ND) Mazda MX-5, the FIAT 124 Spider 
stands out next to its Japanese cousin 
thanks to distinctive Italian exterior 
styling and a FIAT-sourced turbocharged 
1.4-liter MultiAir inline four-cylinder 
engine. Although its only been on the 
market for a few years, FIAT has already 
offered a selection of special edition vari-
ants, and now, there’s a new one called the 
Abarth 124 Spider Scorpione, sporting 
new exterior flourishes, premium materi-
als in the cabin, a few extra ponies, and an 
upgraded exhaust system.

Developed in conjunction with 
Squadra Corse Abarth (Abarth is FIAT’s 
racing and performance division, which 
designates its models with a red and yel-
low scorpion badge), FIAT is touting the 
new Scorpione special edition as “a ver-
sion designed for customers seeking the 
essence of unadulterated driving pleasure.”

Kicking it off, you’ll find the body pan-
els are covered in a San Marino 1972 Black 
livery, complete with Forgiato Grey trim 
pieces. Alternatively, buyers can also get 
theirs in Turini 1975 White. Both hues are a 
nod to Abarth’s successful competition past.

Output from the turbo 1.4-liter 
powerplant is rated at a slightly higher 
170 horsepower (standard spec is rated at 
160 horses), while torque matches that of 
the original production machine at 185 
pound-feet. Routing the output to the 
rear axle is a standard six-speed manu-
al transmission, but an Esseesse Sporty 
Sequential automatic gearbox is offered as 
an available option.   

TopSpeed’s Abarth 124 Scorpione
— by Jonathan Lopez, March 1, 2017

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Editor Note by Pat Kvietkus 

FIAT number one (1899 above) and on to number two million of the 
newest series 500s in 2017 (see page 6).  It’s hard to believe it started 
with 4 HP car, and in 1900 the first plant was built, allowing production to 
reach 24 cars per year.  Fabbrica Italiana Automobil Torino had a steady 
start and by 1903 was making a profit.

In 1906, the company changed its name to simple upper- and lowercase 
FIAT and this marked the beginning of a new brand in the automobile 
industry that was soon to become one of the largest manufacturers in 
Italy. 

I hope to see lots of information on your summer activities! 

Photo credit: https://www.globalcarsbrands.com/fiat-logo-history-and-models/

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://www.globalcarsbrands.com/fiat-logo-history-and-models/
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After having to take some time 
off for family reasons, we’re back 

working on Sofia full force.  I’m still 
cutting out the rust and welding on 
replacements bit by bit. Some pieces are 
from donor cars and others I’ve made 
myself. Now that I’m done with the back 
end, I’ve started up the driver’s side. So 
far, as I’d hoped, this side has less rust to 
repair.

We ended up finding key blanks 
through our local locksmith. Elite Lock 
and Safe in Monroe has been super help-
ful as a vintage key source.

The stainless parts that needed pol-
ishing, like hubcaps, body side molding, 
and beauty rings, we took to Ketchum 
Polishing in Arlington. It’s run by two 
brothers who are very knowledgeable 
and informative about the process.  They 
have kept us updated every step of the 
way.

We’ve ordered and received brand-
new stainless steel bumpers and new 
taillights from Mr.  FIAT.  Next, we’re on 
the hunt for weatherstripping.   

By Dave and Tina Pruczinski

SOFIA UPDATE: Part 7

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIAT 1100 S is “Best of Show” at Ennstal Classic 2017

The FIAT 1100 S was crowned "Best of Show" at Ennstal Classic 2017, which took place in Gröbming (Austria) 
from July 18 to 22. The car was named the most representative of the event that this year brought together over 

200 registered crews from 17 countries and more than 100 thousand spectators. 
Picked from the FCA Heritage collection, the winning FIAT 1100 S is the car which took part in the first 

"Ennstal Classic" and is returning after 25 years to pay homage to the jubilee edition of the event. The coveted title 
was awarded by the organising committee, chaired by event owner Helmut Zwickl, who gave the trophy to Rudi 
Roubinek, the famous Austrian TV actor and writer who had driven the car during the three days of the competi-
tion. 

Launched on the market in 1947, the 1100 S sports berlinetta was the direct evolution of the pre-war 508 C 
MM. On the outside, its body was adapted to create an aerodynamic two-seater with a modified vertical blade 
grille and two additional air scoops under the headlights. The main innovation, however, was in the performance it 
was capable of achieving: 51 HP at 5200 rpm with a top speed of 150 km/h. Fast and modern, the new car was very 
successful on the race track and turned out perfect for the Mille Miglia: four 1100 S cars ended the race in 1947 in 
fifth, sixth, seventh and ninth place in the general ranking. The following year, the car took the third place in the 
general ranking and in 1949 it won the race in its category. The 1100 S remained in production until 1950 and 401 
units were made in total.

The particularity of the Ennstal Classic event held on the most beautiful Alpine roads of Styria is that all elec-
tronic instruments are banned from the competition: only mechanical tripmasters and stopwatches are allowed, 
consistently with the age of the cars. One of the rarities was the extraordinary FIAT 1100 S, picked to set off the 
entire collection of FCA Heritage, the 
new department created to protect and 
promote the history of the Italian FCA 
brands. 

More information is available at 
www.fcaheritage.com, the website ded-
icated to the heritage of the group and 
meeting point for everyone interested 
in the history, the events and the activ-
ities dedicated to the classic models of 
the Italian FCA brands. On the website, 
vintage FIAT, Abarth, Lancia and Alfa 
Romeo car enthusiasts and owners can 
discover new services, sign up for a 
special newsletter and submit online 
requests for a certificate of origin.   

Turin, 24 July 2017

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.fcaheritage.com
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    An important milestone in the 
history of the FIAT 500, which 
has just celebrated its 60th anni-
versary.
    The iconic Italian car is also 
the Germans’ favourite: Chosen 
by more than 200,000 customers 
in Germany, the FIAT 500 enjoys 
a satisfaction level that even beats 
that of its German direct compet-
itors.
    FIAT 500 is the model that has 
grown the most in the city car 
segment in Germany this year.
    Its success is truly global: 
marketed in over 100 countries 
worldwide, it heads the sales fig-
ures in eight countries and ranks 
in the top three in six more, with 
80% of FIAT 500s sold outside 
Italy.
    The 2 millionth car sold is a 
red 500, which has won the heart 
of Melanie, a young woman from 
Munich.
    FIAT 500S is the car conceived 
for metropolitan Millennials in 
search of sportiness and connec-
tivity.
    Its journey from production to 
handover is told in a video which 
can be seen by clicking on this 
link.
    Two million is a lucky number 
for FIAT with brand’s first short 
movie starring Adrien Brody 
entitled “See You in the Future,” 
garnering two million views 
today on YouTube. Follow this 
link to watch it.   

An important milestone in the history of 
the FIAT 500, which has just celebrated its 
60th anniversary.

Link to watch it being built:  YouTube video

Also: http://www.fiat500usa.com/2017/07/fiat-500-2-million-and-counting.html

The 2 millionth car sold is a red 500, which has won the heart of 
Melanie, and she is a nursery-school teacher from Munich; an 

authentic Millennial, constantly looking more to the future than to 
the past, just like FIAT 500. The chosen car was a FIAT 500S, the 
new sporty version characterised by bold looks and packed with 
appealing standard equipment.

The story of this particular car is told in the words of the FIAT 
500 itself in an exciting video which can be watched by clicking on 
this link. The tale leads us from the body-in-white shop and paint 
shop of the plant where it was “born: across the assembly floor along 
the journey to the local dealership in Germany where the young new 
owner is waiting for it, thrilled to be able to share her excitement of 
driving a special 500: her very own.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
https://youtu.be/ZxcxSNLvV0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzijVaMmj8w
 http://www.fiat500usa.com/2017/07/fiat-500-2-million-and-counting.html
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2017 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian: 425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice: 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner: 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editors 
Pat Kvietkus: 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant: 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rallymaster
Bert Cripe: 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Webmasters
Jess Valmonte; 425-681-2401
valmonj@hotmail.com
Joe Elliott: 412-657-7337
jelliott4@gmail.com

FEN August 2017  
Meeting Notes

No updates for the Treasurer to report.

An Alfa drive was announced by Fred. See August 12th calendar.

A Tech meeting was discussed as a future meeting. 

Pending reports needed for the September newsletter:

1. July 1: Historics at Pacific Raceway. 

2. July 29: FEN Picnic at Greg Smith’s home in Olympia WA.  
Bert planned a scenic drive to the picnic. A replay of the ever-
popular blind gymkhana was held.

3. July 20–23L Mirafiori Oregon Campout in Southern Oregon, 
about 25 miles east of Ashland.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
August 2  Regular club meeting (South) 
was held at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset 
Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting began at 7 pm, but 
everyone came early for dinner.

August 12  NWARC Summer Drive,
On Saturday August 12th NWARC will hold its 
almost annual summer drive. The event will start 
at the Starbucks in Bothell at 18404 120th Ave NE 
(across the street from the big Home Depot near 
the intersection of I-405 and SR 522) at  
11 am.  The route will include a 1.5-hour tour 
of the scenic but not-so-straight roads east of 
Lake Sammamish. At the end of the drive, we 
will have an introduction to the collection of 
special-interest cars that Shannon Low manages 
for the new dealership Authentic Motorcars in 
Redmond. The sun will be shining, the company 
will be great, and Shannon has a great place to 
show us. Lunch will be provided at the dealership; 
what more could you ask for? Come and join the 

fun. If more information is needed, contact Ken 
Case at casekb@msn.com.

August 20–21  NWARC/AROO Solar 
Eclipse Viewing Run, Oregon Contact Fred 
Russell at FKTMRussell@msn.com or  
425-308-6621.

September 6  Regular club meeting 
(North) at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora 
Ave N, Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins 
at 7 pm, but come early for dinner.

September 23  Festa Italiana Car Show,  
Seattle Center. For more information:  
206-282-0627 or www.FestaSeattle.com.

December 6  No regular club meeting in 
December. 

December TBD Holiday Potluck Party. 
The meeting will be at Wild About Cars, 11200 
Kirkland Way, #200, Kirkland WA 98003. More 
details when the venue and plans are finalized.

1958 Lancia Aurelia 2500  Photo: Courtesy Velocity Today

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.FestaSeattle.com
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FIATs in the News  Compiled by Pat Kvietkus 

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web 

browser.

FIAT 500: One Day in Turin. FIAT 500 historical photos and videos from FIAT, Lots of links to all things 
500 (FIAT 500.com, July 12, 2017) http://www.fiat500usa.com/2017/07/fiat-500-one-day-in-turin.html 

FIAT Our Legacy.  Every once in a while, something comes along so powerful in concept, 
so revolutionary in design, it redefines a generation. America, get ready for the one and 
only FIAT® 500 (August 7, 2017) https://www.fiatusa.com/en/fiat-nation/fiat-history/

FIAT Logo, History Timeline, and Latest Models (Global Carsbrands.com, May 28, 2015)
https://www.globalcarsbrands.com/fiat-logo-history-and-models/

2018 FIAT 500L News, Pictures, Specifications, and Information (Conceptcarz, August  8, 2017)
http://www.conceptcarz.com/z27495/FIAT-500L.aspx

How FIAT Chrysler Plans to Achieve Its Raised 2018 Targets ( Feburary 2, 2016)
http://marketrealist.com/2016/02/fiat-chrysler-plans-achieve-raised-2018-targets/

2018 Arbarth 124 WRC (TopSpeed.com, July 1, 2017)
https://www.topspeed.com/cars/abarth/2018-abarth-124-wrc-ar171929.html

2019 Alfa Romeo Giulia Coupe (TopSpeed.com, August 3, 2017)
https://www.topspeed.com/cars/alfa-romeo/2019-alfa-romeo-giulia-coupe-ar177190.html

Car Coloring Books for Free 5 Books Available for Downloads (TopSpeed.com, August 2017)
https://pictures.topspeed.com/IMG/pdf/200812/car-coloring-books.pdf
https://www.topspeed.com/cars/car-news/car-coloring-books-ar26827.html

2018 FIAT Abarth 695 XSR Yamaha, Walkaround (YouTube.com, April 7, 2017)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yse53hNrsyc

2018 Lancia Fulvia (World of Thing, November 4, 2016)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cp8ZsX3ul0A

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.fiat500usa.com/2017/07/fiat-500-one-day-in-turin.html
https://www.fiatusa.com/en/fiat-nation/fiat-history/
https://www.globalcarsbrands.com/fiat-logo-history-and-models/
http://www.conceptcarz.com/z27495/Fiat-500L.aspx
http://marketrealist.com/2016/02/fiat-chrysler-plans-achieve-raised-2018-targets/
https://www.topspeed.com/cars/abarth/2018-abarth-124-wrc-ar171929.html
https://www.topspeed.com/cars/alfa-romeo/2019-alfa-romeo-giulia-coupe-ar177190.html
https://pictures.topspeed.com/IMG/pdf/200812/car-coloring-books.pdf
https://www.topspeed.com/cars/car-news/car-coloring-books-ar26827.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yse53hNrsyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cp8ZsX3ul0A
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