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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who meet 
regularly throughout the year.  In general, our club 
is geared towards social rather than the technical. 
The club is incorporated as a nonprofit club in 
Washington State and is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt 
social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except for July 
and December.  A picnic in July and a holiday 
party in December take the place of regular 
meetings in those months. The regular meeting 
location alternates monthly between Shoreline 
and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies and other 
events throughout the year.

Isn’t it wonderful that we FEN members own and drive FIATs, 
new and old, yet that isn’t our only center of interest?

Many of us belong to other car clubs since FIATs aren’t the 
only Star in Our Blue Heaven. I have belonged to the Early Ford 
V-8 club for over 40 years, yet I no longer drive a Flathead Ford. I 
belong because I love receiving the quarterly magazine, reading the 
featured articles and remembering my crazy youth. I also belong 
to CHVA, (Classic Historical Vehicle Association), a California 
based national club that features the American made Big Fat Cars 
from the middle of the last century. I don’t drive one of those either 
because they aren’t much fun to drive and I can’t afford the fuel but 
we have good friends there. Here’s the point: 

Our mutual interest in cars brings us together where we can 
enjoy each other’s company, enjoy wonderful drives through our 
great state and beyond and eat some good food, all of this thanks 
to a shared love of cars. Andiamo!   

— Rex Rice, President

Top: From Veloce Today: http://www.velocetoday.com/tag/FIAT-1500-brochure/
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FEN member, former newsletter editor, 
journalist, cookbook author, and 

driving enthusiast Mi Ae Lipe will be a 
recipient of this year’s National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
Award for Public Service, for her public 
service work in traffic safety in Washing-
ton State over the past five years.

FENsters will remember her slide-
show lecture, presented with professional 
partner and award co-recipient Mark 
Butcher, about safe driving and chang-
es being suggested to strengthen driver 
training and testing. Mi Ae has also talked 
about her research in England to gain 
expertise, which she and Mark have been 
applying on committees and task forces 
as volunteer citizen advocates to improve 
laws and practices to save lives and pre-
vent injuries.

A winner of the Washington Traffic 
Safety Commission’s Target Zero award, 

Citizen Advocate Nationally Recognized: 
NHTSA Public Service Award

Mi Ae says she is “honored and amazed” by the national prize, 
and pleased that it will stimulate attention for the “potentially 
groundbreaking” work our state is attempting. A particular focus is 
changing the behavior of young drivers, who are involved dispro-
portionately in traffic fatalities.

FEN members are familiar with Mi Ae’s polished production 
of the club newsletter for several years, generously sharing her 
passion for driving and far-reaching knowledge of the auto world, 
and encouraging us to participate with stories and photos. Others 
can get to know her writing through her recent book, Bounty from 
the Box: The CSA Farm Cookbook, or via her monthly column on 
street driving in Roundel, the BMW Car Club’s celebrated national 
magazine.

Mi Ae, you honor and amaze us with your productivity. We 
wish you well as you travel to Charlotte in March for the big 
Lifesavers Conference, and in all your valuable work.   

— Judy Moise

Opposite page: Photo from NHTSA. This page: Photo by Trisha Leeper.

Notes from Your New Editor   By Pat Kvietkus

This is my first-ever newsletter. Mi Ae has kindly provided me with a wonderful newsletter 
template and a personalized six-hour crash course in Adobe InDesign software. Whoever 
said you can’t teach old dogs new tricks may want to reconsider. What I did not know 
is that this newsletter uses live text links to find the original information. You can also 
just type in all the crazy web stuff,  but that’s a lot of work. I have been learning some 
interesting FIAT news in the world of the Internet. Take some time to visit two of my 
favorite finds in the last page with the web links. My first is the St. Valentines kissing boot 
via a FIAT 500. I wish I spoke Italian! The second is listening about the 2017 Alfa Romeo 
Giulia Quadrifoglio vs. Everything! That’s in the last link on the page.

Happy and safe motoring!

Please send me your articles, notes, pictures, and comments to my e-mail address at 
P_B_Kvietkus@msn.com, or if you need to reach me by phone, call 206-605-8136.

Congratulations to Mi Ae Lipe! 
Mi Ae has been selected for the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) Award for 
Public Service. She was notified with this e-mail 
message: “Your dedication to making highways safer 
has contributed to the significant progress we have 
experienced in reducing traffic-related deaths, injuries and crashes. Please accept our thanks for work well done, 
your dedication to reducing deaths and injuries, and your commitment to keeping families safe on our roadways. 
Your award will be presented to you on, Monday, March 27 at 12:30 pm, during the NHTSA Public Service Awards 
luncheon at the 2017 Lifesavers Conference in Charlotte, North Carolina.  The luncheon will be held at in the Ex-
hibit Hall of the Charlotte Convention Center.”

NHTSA was established by the 

Highway Safety Act of 1970 and  

is dedicated to achieving the highest 

standards of excellence in motor 

vehicle and highway safety. It works 

daily to help prevent crashes and  

their attendant costs, both human  

and financial.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.fiatnorthwest.org
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When FIAT Made a Fashion Statement
A LOOK BACK AT THE 2014 FIAT 500C ABARTH GQ EDITION

I recently had a 2014 FIAT 500C Abarth 
GQ Edition traded in at Alfa Romeo 

& FIAT of Kirkland. Most of us that have 
worked with FIAT since the return to the 
US in 2012 consider this the best version 
of  the modern 500 that FIAT ever brought 
to the North America. Here’s a revisit of 
the best FIAT had to offer in 2014.

The first FIAT 500 special release of 
2014 was the 500C Abarth GQ Edition. 
FIAT has produced many special editions 
in Europe with the participation of Conde 
Nast but this was the first time for North 
America. Unveiled at Concorso Italiano 
in Monterey this special version was a lot 
more than just some fancy badges and a 
matching suite of luggage like the previous 
Gucci Special Edition. You can see here 
from the period advertising they went 
a little overboard trying to sell the GQ 
Edition as a suave and sophisticated ride 
for the kind of people that decorate their 
swimming pools with supermodels.

The GQ Edition is a spirited and 
athletic performer. Packing the same 

You can see here from the period 

advertising they went a little 

overboard trying to sell the GQ 

Edition as a suave and sophisticated 

ride for the kind of people that 

decorate their swimming pools  

with supermodels.

turbocharged and intercooled high performance 1.4L engine and 
race-proven transmission as the Abarth, the GQ Edition brings 
luxury and comfort appointments to the fore. The track-ready ride 
of the Abarth Cabriolet is softened into more of a supple Grand 
Touring configuration with optimized shock absorber and spring 
tuning. Sub-7 second 0-60MPH times leave no questions about 
performance. The addition of a performance exhaust package mutes 
the well know roar of the stock Abarth down to a sexy growl. Most 
of the Abarth Cabriolet’s aerodynamic package is present, including 
the front splitter, rear diffuser, ground effects lower rocker panels, 
and the roof mounted spoiler. The aggressive trim and scorpion 
badging from the Abarth are replaced with more subtle and stylish 
accents in brushed chrome, special easy-to-remove GQ badges, and 
dark tinted lenses on all the lights. The ability to raise and lower 
the cabriolet top at speed was been retained and a unique 
wheel pattern exclusive to the GQ Edition completes the ex-
terior package. The car was offered in four colors--Nero Puro, 
Argento, Granito Lucente, and Bianco. The example I have at 
Alfa Romeo & FIAT of Kirkland is Granito Lucente and is in 
great condition with only 28,000 original miles.

  

All pictures from www.caranddriver.com.

The athletic and stylish interior cradles the driver in 
relative luxury for a FIAT. Special GQ Edition-only leather and 
Alcantara seats provide support and comfort in a special Nero, 
Steam, and Titanium color scheme. The contrasting Titanium 
stitching accents much of the cabin including the seats, special 
steering wheel, shift knob, dash cowl, and door panels to 
provide what was called “a fashionable tuxedo finish.” Interior 
metal trim is brushed chrome and the dash panel sports a 
special matte paint. FIAT produced about 1000 500C GQ 
Editions in 2014 and they sold out quickly, in spite of the 
advertising.   

FIAT produced about 1000 500C GQ 

Editions in 2014 and they sold out 

quickly, in spite of the advertising.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Alfa Romeo Event, March 4  From Alex Sargeant

I’ve got an event for the newsletter. A chance to drive the new Alfa Romeo Giulia QV, Giulia Ti, and 4C. March 
4th, Safeco Field Seattle. Starting at 4 pm. Alfa Romeo USA is sponsoring Whiskey Rocks, the craft whiskey and 
spirits, local bites, and live music festival. Outside the festival Alfa Romeo cars will be on display and available to 
test drive. 

Please contact Alex Sargeant at Alfa Romeo of Kirkland to reserve an opportunity to drive (425-821-0900).   

Heritage
Press Newsletter: FCA Heritage showcases 
Abarth at the London Classic Car Show

The prestigious event will be held from February 23 to 26 in 
the ExCel exhibition centre in London. It will be an extraordi-

nary opportunity to celebrate the glorious past of Abarth and the 
exciting new models in the current line-up. Abarth will be setting 
back the rally clocks forty years at the London Classic Car Show 
from February 23 to 26. This year, the stand of the brand with the 
scorpion badge (E70) will be dedicated to the new Abarth 124 spi-
der and showcase the special bond between past and present of the 
brand with the recently introduced Abarth 124 spider and a classic 
1973 FIAT Abarth 124 Rally.

The rally racing counterparts of the two models will also be 
present to reassert the remarkable racing heritage of the brands: 
visitors will admire the Abarth 124 rally and the 1975 FIAT Abarth 
124 Rally Gr. 4. The 124 rally marks the comeback of Abarth to 
rallies with a Trophy in Italy and a European Challenge.

The vintage cars on display are part of the Abarth Classiche 
project, which was kicked off last year to encourage the repair, re-
covery and certification of classic Abarth models. Abarth Classiche 
was launched in the UK during the 2016 edition of London Classic 
Car and offers its services in a dedicated workshop in Turin.

The coherence between the current models, like the 124 spider 
and the recently introduced new 595, and those which have scored 
many motorsport records in the past is one of the secrets of the com-
mercial success of Abarth also on the United Kingdom. The year 2016 
was the best ever for the UK market with a total of 3966 units sold 
(an increase of 44.5% with respect to the 2743 units sold in 2015).

6th Annual Citroen Club’s 
Spring Drive

Sunday, March 16

About 62 miles of driving along 
backroads in King County. This is  
a free driving event open to any  
and all cars and clubs.

Details at www.FIATnorthwest.org

Annual All-Italian Car Show

Sunday, April 16

Registration is now open for the 11th All 
Italian Car Show. 

Location:  XXX Root Beer Drive-in in 
Issaquah, WA.

Time: 8 am until 3 pm

Registration form is available for 
download at the website: 
www.allitaliancarshow.com

The 36th Annual Tulip Rallye 

Sunday, April 22

Registration is well underway with 23 cars 
signed up. If the weather is decent, we 
expect 200 cars.

This year the route will take you  
through some of the tulip fields west  
of Mount Vernon.

Registration form and details at  
www.tuliprallye.org    

Notes from 
Bert Cripe

You never know what you’ll see! Photo by Pat Kvietkus. 

London Classic Car Show is an 
extraordinary opportunity to showcase 
the Abarth news for 2017 and at the same 
time to celebrate the glorious past of the 
brand with the scorpion badge. The clever 
combination of new and old is bound to 
fire the enthusiasm of the many enthusi-
asts who will crowd the event.

The English language version of the 
www.fcaheritage.com website, dedicated 
to the history of Alfa Romeo, FIAT, Lancia 
and Abarth, will be going live in time for 
the London event. It is the virtual show-
case of the FCA Heritage department and 
a mandatory stop for anyone who is 
interested in classic car history, events and 
activities of the four Italian brands. By 
means of the website, fans can sign up for 
the FCA Heritage newsletter to remain 
abreast of the activities and services 
offered by the department.   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.allitaliancarshow.com
http://www.fcaheritage.com
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Veteran automotive journalist and writer, Okan Altan, is one of 
the most famous in Turkey. His reputation comes in part from 

his penchant for undertaking extremely long road trips. 

The 16-year Auto Best juror has previously driven a FIAT 
Doblo (a car manufactured in Bursa,Turkey) to Detroit, Michigan, 
from Turkey. He then followed it up with a “14 countries in 14 days 
and 10,000 kilometers” test with the then new Hyundai i10. 

Now Altan has an even more impressive accolade to his credit: 
circling the globe in a standard production car. What follows, 
courtesy of our friends at Motor1 Turkey, is an interview with the 
intrepid journalist, telling the story of the what may be the first 
“test drive” made around the world.

Our story has three heroes: Altan, his traveling companion and 
professional photographer Savas Yilmaz,  and their ride, the FIAT 
Egea. Known as the Tipo in European markets, and called Dodge 
Neon in Mexico, the Egea hardly seems like a world beater with its 
1.6-liter gas engine, and automatic transmission. Even more im-
pressive, then, that it was selected randomly from the production 
line for this tremendous trip.

Driving a Turkish-Made FIAT Around the World
133 days, 41,000 kilometers,  front-drive FIAT, and a few crazy Turks.

This story was forwarded by George Baumann. Written by Ali Çelik.

“You might not have yet had a chance to encounter the good work 
being done by our friends at Motor1-TURKEY. But when we heard 
about this dramatic expedition being undertaken by auto journalist 
Okan Altan, we knew we’d have to translate it. Not everyone is built 
for a world tour, but Altan gives us a brilliant play by play of the 
grueling trip, from the comfort of our desk chair. Enjoy.”   

Stats
• 22 countries and 122 cities
• 133 days in total
• 41,000 kilometers traveled 
• 24,000 kilometers on land
• 17,000 kilometers at sea
• 1.7 tons of fuel
• 400 hours of driving in 52 days
• 81 days in customs and on sea
• 84 nights in hotels
• 300+ cups of coffee

For the rest of the story, go to:
http://www.motor1.com/news/134869/
driving-FIAT-around-world/

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.motor1.com/news/134869/driving-fiat-around-world/
http://www.motor1.com/news/134869/driving-fiat-around-world/
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line for this tremendous trip.

Driving a Turkish-Made FIAT Around the World
133 days, 41,000 kilometers,  front-drive FIAT, and a few crazy Turks.

This story was forwarded by George Baumann. Written by Ali Çelik.

“You might not have yet had a chance to encounter the good work 
being done by our friends at Motor1-TURKEY. But when we heard 
about this dramatic expedition being undertaken by auto journalist 
Okan Altan, we knew we’d have to translate it. Not everyone is built 
for a world tour, but Altan gives us a brilliant play by play of the 
grueling trip, from the comfort of our desk chair. Enjoy.”   

Stats
• 22 countries and 122 cities
• 133 days in total
• 41,000 kilometers traveled 
• 24,000 kilometers on land
• 17,000 kilometers at sea
• 1.7 tons of fuel
• 400 hours of driving in 52 days
• 81 days in customs and on sea
• 84 nights in hotels
• 300+ cups of coffee

For the rest of the story, go to:
http://www.motor1.com/news/134869/
driving-FIAT-around-world/
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2017 FEN Officers

President
Rex Rice; 360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Vice-President
David Moise; 206-719-3186
dmmoise@gmail.com

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian; 425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com

Secretary W(South)  
Carrie Rice; 360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner; 425-836-0310
leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor 
Pat Kvietkus; 206-605-8136
p_b_kvietkus@msn.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant; 206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

Rallymaster
Bert Cripe; 360-731-8768
spiders@wavecable.com

Webmasters
Jess Valmonte; 425-681-2401
valmonj@hotmail.com

Joe Elliott; 412-657-7337
jelliott4@gmail.com

FEN February Meeting Notes

Sent by David Mose.

February 1, 2017
President Rex Rice called the South End meeting to order at 7 pm 
at Amantes in Renton. Nine members were present.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer LeRoy Mietzner reported FEN has $6,900 in the bank in 
contrast to being $1,500 in the red at the end of last year. He has 
given 44 satchels out.

Program
Alex Sargeant updated attendees on the latest happenings with 
FIAT, including where the cars are made.

Fred Russell spoke to the Alfa club event at Pacific Raceways on 
March 17 to teach driving skills.

— Submitted by Carrie Rice, South End Secretary

FEN Calendar
March 1  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner.

March 4  Griot’s Garage Caffeine and 
Gasoline® Cruise-In. At Griot’s Garage, 3333 
South 38th Street, Tacoma, WA, 8 am. Theme: 
Hot Rods. Where can you find exotic supercars, 
street rods, tuner cars, and race machines rubbing 
elbows in the same place? The first Saturday of 
every month, you’ll find that and more at Griot’s 
Garage Caffeine & Gasoline® cruise-in car shows. 
Each month has a different theme but all kinds 
of cars are welcome. We get up early and brew 
the coffee and set out donuts, you cruise in to our 
Tacoma Flagship Retail Store with your favorite 
ride and hang out. It doesn’t get much better than 
this. Caffeine & Gasoline events are a great chance 
to talk cars with fellow enthusiasts, get inspiration 
for you own projects, and tune in to the local car 
scene. Theme: Ferrari.

March 17  NW Alfa Romeo Club’s 
Driver Skills and Car Control Clinic. At 
Pacific Raceways, 31001 144th Ave SE, Kent, 
Washington,  Saterday, March 11, One session,  
8:30 AM-11:30 AM . The afternoon will be 
seperate lap sessions at noon  to 5 PM
Cost: $95 per driver Registration: motorsportsreg.
com For more information, contact Mirko 
Freguia at 206-795-0861.

March 19  The Citroen Club’s 6th Annual 
Spring Drive.. Starting point is the Starbucks/
Safeway parking lot at 6799 Coal Creek Pkwy SE 
Newcastle. Drivers’ meeting on Sunday at 9:45 on 
the road at 10AM. A drive of ~62 miles with a pit 
stop in Black Diamond. Lunch at the Oddfella’s 
Pub 102 W Main St, Auburn, WA.
RSVP to Paul Melrose at SPRINGDRIVETOUR@
GMX.COM or 425-306-8525 cell 

March 19  Griot’s Garage Tech Session 
FIAT Club. At Griot’s Garage, 3333 South 38th 
Street, Tacoma, WA, 10 am to 12 pm.

April 5  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

April 16  11th Annual All Italian Car 
Show. Location: XXX Root Beer Drive-In, 98 
NE Gilman Drive, Issaquah 98027. Conveniently 
located just off of I-90 at eastbound exit #17.  
Preregistration will open in February! Check-in 
and day-of-event registration begins at 8 am. The 
show will end at 3 pm or so.

April 22  Driving Event: MG Car Club’s 36th 
Annual Tulip Rallye. Registration is NOW open! 
See pages 9–10 for more information, or the Tulip 
Rallye website: www.tuliprallye.org

May 3  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner. http://FIATnorthwest.
org/

June 7  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

July 1  No regular meeting in July, annual 
Picnic instead. Date for the picnic to be decided.

July 19–23  FIAT Freakout, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. More details Fiat Freak out

August 2  Regular club meeting (South) 
at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://motorsportsreg.com
http://motorsportsreg.com
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Pat Kvietkus

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 
[These links are all interactive links in the PDF.]

VeloceToday:VeloceToday.com is a high quality online periodical catering to Italian and French automobile 
enthusiasts. Launched in 2001, VeloceToday has been published every week for over ten years. VeloceToday is 
sent out to our subscribers every Tuesday.
http://www.velocetoday.com

More reasons to love trendy FIAT 500 (Birmingham Mail, Feb 17, 2017)
http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/motoring/car-reviews/more-reasons-love-trendy-FIAT-12618991

FIAT Stock Shows GM Merger Buzz Is Back Amid Barra’s Disinterests (Bloomberg Markets, February 15, 2017) 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-02-15/FIAT-may-get-second-chance-at-detroit-deal-once-gm-exits-europe

FIAT Chrysler scraps Alfa Giulia Sport Wagon (Automotive News, February 10, 2017)
http://www.autonews.com/article/20170210/OEM04/170219985/FIAT-chrysler-scraps-alfa-giulia-sport-wagon

Reviving The Alfa Romeo Brand Is The Story In FIAT Chrysler’s Ads In Super Bowl LI(Forbes, 
February 05, 2017)  http://www.forbes.com/sites/dalebuss/2017/02/05/alfa-romeo-is-
centerpiece-of-FIAT-chryslers-first-super-bowl-ad-about-reviving-the-brand/#1b17bd986566

FIAT Turns A FIAT 500 Into A Kissing Booth For Valentines Day: Video (FIAT Factory Authority, February 
14, 2017)  http://fcauthority.com/2017/02/FIAT-turns-a-FIAT-500-into-a-kissing-booth-for-valentines-day-
video/#ixzz4ZGqCmTJ5

La Dolce Veloce: Meet Alfa Romeo’s New Giulia Quadrifoglio (Wired.com Share, February 20, 2017)
https://www.wired.com/2017/02/alfa-romeo-giulia-quadrifoglio/

Road Test: The Alfa Romeo Giulietta (Hull daily Mail, February 17, 2017)
http://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/road-test-the-alfa-romeo-giulietta/story-30143375-detail/story.html

Concorso Italiano News (E-mail news feed, February, 14, 2017) Car Show, Saturday, August 19, 2017 at Black 
Horse Golf Course in Monterey Bay California, http://concorso.com/early-bird-pricing-ends-soon/

2017 Alfa Romeo Giulia Quadrifoglio vs. Everything! - Head 2 Head Ep. 85 (Road & Track, January 24, 2017)
https://youtube/WGAU7aFMFwQ
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