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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian 
car (FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) 
enthusiasts who meet regularly 
throughout the year.  In general, our club 
is geared towards social rather than the 
technical. The club is incorporated as a 
nonprofit club in Washington State and 
is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December.  A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings in those 
months. The regular meeting location 
alternates monthly between Shoreline 
and Renton. FEN also hosts rallies and 
other events throughout the year.

The change of seasons we experience every year from summer to 
fall always catches me off guard. Just when I settle into a groove 

of top-open driving and figure out just what to wear for hot after-
noons, the weather starts to change and everything I think I figured 
out is now useless.

Fall in the PNW can be a challenge in an open-top car. Morn-
ings and evenings can be chilly, wet, even downright cold, but 
midday can be hot enough for shorts and sunglasses. That’s one nice 
thing about vintage and modern FIATs—they can accommodate 
both kinds of weather with equal grace. Depending on the forecast 
and if I have to park under a tree, I might close my Scorpion’s roof 
just in case, but one of the strange joys of open-car ownership for 
me is the idea that the interior of the car isn’t very private or secure, 
and you never know what you might find in it when you come back.

As we head into fall and the winding-down of the driving sea-
son (for some anyway), there are a few things you can do to make 
sure you’re ready for our typically rainy weather. Replace your 
wiper blades as a matter of course. I like to do this every year at the 
beginning of fall after they’ve had to endure the punishment of the 
summer sun.

Fresh wiper blades clear rain (and snow!) far better than last 
year’s models. You needn’t spend a fortune on fancy names or 
other gimmicks—just a fresh set of wipers is all you need. Along 
with that, make sure your wiper fluid reservoir and pump work are 
topped off. Older FIATs use a vinyl bag reservoir that doesn’t hold 
much, so check it regularly.

Make sure your lights are all working, and clean those head-
lights. Dirty headlight lenses can reduce light output dramatically, 
so check them when you get gas, especially on rainy night drives. 
A quick walk-around will help you catch a burnt-out bulb. I like to 
check for brake and signal function in store windows when I can. 
It can be efficient to replace bulbs in sets or pairs since if one side 
is burnt out, the other is surely to do the same very soon. Newer 
FIATs have headlights that are easier to change, but older models 
are typically cheaper.

Lastly, be aware of how slick roads can be when the rains start. 
There’s a lot of tire dust, oil, and other debris on the pavement that 
takes a while to rinse away. Check your tires for tread depth and 
proper pressure. We want all our members to stay safe out there!

Here’s as good a place as anywhere to mention I’ll be stepping 
down as President at the end of the year. As much as I enjoy it, I 
find I don’t have as much time for my club tasks as I used to. I hope 
someone will agree to serve in my place next year and continue 
what has turned into a great community of old and new FIAT (and 
other Italian car) owners.        — Greg Smith, President
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It started out harmlessly enough. 
Flashing lights behind me, a pullover 

to the side of the road. They can’t prove 
me drunk, I thought. This will be easy.

“Hello, ma’am, I’m Officer Bill 
C_______ with the Washington State 
Patrol. Just to let you know, everything 
here is being audio and video-record-
ed tonight. I stopped you because you 
were weaving back there. Can I see 
your driver’s license and registration, 
please?”

Sure thing, I thought. As I reached 
into my purse for my license and the 
glove box for the registration papers, 
the officer’s flashlight beam pierced the 
darkness and splashed onto my hand, 

focusing keenly on it. I handed the documents to the officer and he 
went to his car, but not before he swept his flashlight through the 
back of my car. In a few minutes he returned.

“Ma’am, I see you have an open beer bottle in the back. We’re 
going to have to ask you to step out of the car.”

This kicked off two nights of the most unusual volunteering 
I’ve ever done—for the Washington State Patrol (WSP). Every year, 
two groups of cadets undergo 26 weeks of intensive basic training 
at its academy in Shelton, Washington, about 25 miles north of 
Olympia. Once they complete their basic, cadets then enter eight 
weeks of practical instruction with experienced officers out in the 
real world.

But during their basic training, they need help from us civil-
ians—as actors on which to practice doing traffic stops. And not 
just a few individuals—this past spring session, an open call was 
put out for 256 such civilian volunteer actors over a one-month pe-
riod. As you might imagine, using cadets and field training officers 
in those roles don’t provide the best learning opportunity, as they 
can anticipate scenarios. Untrained civilians offer a lot more spon-
taneity and unpredictability—exactly the kind that these cadets 
will see in the real world. The idea is that regardless of what the 
actor says or does—and I mean anything—the cadets are expected 
to always behave decisively and professionally.

The actors themselves range from high school students to 
retired seniors. Recruiting often comes from school drama and 
ROTC clubs, but many repeat volunteers show up, including one 

How I Got Seven DUIs in Two Nights 
and Other  Adventures   Article and photos by Mi Ae Lipe

“Ma’am, I see you have an
open beer bottle in the back.
We’re going to have to ask you
to step out of the car.”
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fellow who has been doing this for years and always comes decked 
out in full military fatigues, gung-ho to play the badass. Sometimes 
current and retired WSP officers participate because they can chal-
lenge cadets in specific scenarios. Even the Academy’s janitor has 
filled in when they’ve run short on volunteers.

On these two April nights that I volunteered, training began 
around 6 PM and continued until nearly 10. After a quick orien-
tation meeting, the civilians are given fake registration-insurance 
papers and keys to various decommissioned, unmarked patrol ve-
hicles or cars that have been seized in raids. They are also encour-
aged to pick out props from a box, which include open beer bottles 
or cans, plastic fake guns, or even labeled bundles of marijuana. 
The cadets get into their marked squad cars with their field train-
ing officers (FTOs) and us into our vehicles, and we all head out 
to a nearby business park that has plenty of intersections, parking 
lots, and looping routes.

Your job is to start cruising at low speeds throughout this 
park—and just wait to get pulled over. It might take a while, but it 
always happens eventually. Certainly it’s never fun to be stopped 
in real life, but this contrived situation truly feels surreal, especial-
ly when you see a half-dozen stops all around you. Once you’re 
stopped, the FTO walks up to your car and lets you know what 
scenario s/he wants you to play (i.e., suspended license, DUI). They 
may ask you to be “chippy” (rude, with an attitude). If you want 
to pull out a weapon, you should ask the FTO first, because their 
student may be too green and not yet psychologically ready to han-
dle such a scene. But everything else is pretty much up to you, and 
that’s where the real fun begins.

These nighttime sessions center around DUI stops, which are a 
huge part of WSP’s duties. Once darkness falls, adrenaline rises and 
everyone’s on the alert because it’s much harder to see potential 
weapons hidden in a vehicle. The element of surprise and conflict 
goes up exponentially, especially if passengers are present.

With a potential DUI, officers are looking for a number of 
clues to determine if a driver is intoxicated. The most obvious is 
how you’re driving—if you’re weaving, driving too slowly, fast, or 
unpredictably—and this prompts them to pull you over. Then they 

look for other signs—the smell of alcohol 
on your breath or in the vehicle, a visu-
al check for open containers, and how 
you speak and act. If they suspect you’re 
intoxicated, they ask you to step out of 
the vehicle, where they run a series of 
field sobriety tests to determine if you’re 
intoxicated. This includes you visually 
tracking a small object such as a pen 
that the officer moves back and forth, a 
walk-and-turn test with nine heel-to-toe 
steps in a straight line with your arms 
down at your side, and a one-leg stand, 
wherein you raise one foot six inches off 
the ground while keeping it parallel to the 
ground without swaying or hopping.

If you fail any of these tests, combined 
with the other possible indicators, then 
you will typically be arrested for DUI. 
For an arrest to occur, four out of six 
conditions must be met. (In Washington 
State, breath and blood tests come after an 
arrest and were not a part of these civilian 
training scenarios.)

I’ll never win Oscars for my acting, 
but improvising was a blast as I tried 
to think of new ways to fluster cadets. 
I sassed back verbally, grabbed the pen 
out of the cadet’s hand, pretended not 
to know English, wandered off from the 
walk-turn test, lunged for the officer’s gun 
during a body search, and even did a little 
evasive driving when getting pulled over 
(nothing gets officers’ heart rates up like 
throwing a car into reverse and backing 
up quickly toward them). I also resisted 
being put into handcuffs a few times and 
ended up getting thrown up against the 

They are also encouraged  
to pick out props from a box,

which include open beer
bottles or cans, plastic  

fake guns, or even labeled  
bundles of marijuana.
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patrol car as the cuffs were tightened, with 
multiple bruises on my wrists the next 
day to prove it.

These are all things that have hap-
pened to officers in the field, and plenty 
more. Our actors were sometimes as-
signed two or three to a car. The more 
people in a vehicle, the more potential for 
the unexpected to happen. One incident 
I heard about that night involved a driver 
and two passengers. One passenger kept 
breaking into full song while the poor 
cadet was trying to interview the driver. 
With the officer thus distracted, the other 
passenger snuck out of the vehicle and 
actually took off with the patrol car—the 
ultimate embarrassment.

Undergoing seven of these DUI stops 
in two nights revealed several things. One 
is that it’s actually physically quite difficult 
to pass these sobriety tests even when one 
is sober. I tried on several occasions to 
do so well at these tests that I would not 
get arrested, but the walk-and-turn test as 
well as the one-leg stand proved that my 
balance under pressure is not as good as it 
used to be.

Secondly, I was floored by the com-
passion and respect that the FTOs were 
instilling in their cadets. Things can 
get tricky when male officers are doing 
searches on females (small pistols can 
easily be tucked inside a bra). One FTO 
related a story of doing a pat-down of a 
young woman who started to cry. She 
told him that she’d suffered so much past 
sexual abuse and assault that this was her 
instinctual reaction when men started 
touching her. He stressed to his cadet that 
you never know the history of who you 
might be dealing with, and to never ever 
be flippant or disrespectful, even jokingly.

The element of surprise and
conflict goes up exponentially,
especially if passengers are present.

Although they’d undergone many weeks of classroom train-
ing by this point, some cadets were definitely green, struggling to 
remember what they were supposed to say and do. Others seemed 
very comfortable and poised. In all cases, they were completely 
polite, responsive, and professional. The experienced FTOs often 
asked them what they were being taught in the classroom, which of 
course the cadets were following to the letter, but then they’d relate 
real-world stories in which the world is not so black and white 
but filled with many shades of gray. Good contextual judgment is 
essential when evaluating each situation, they stressed.

Much of the FTO debriefing took place right in front of us 
actors. Not only that, the FTOs asked us for our opinions of how 
their students did and if there was anything we thought they could 
have done better. In a world where American media coverage is 
saturated with stories of “bad cops out to get” innocent people, 
this sensitivity and transparency was really eye-opening. Sure, one 
can argue that liability is an incentive, but you can plainly see the 
earnest dedication in these young cadets and FTOs alike. After all, 
that’s the reason they became police officers in the first place—to 
help people.

Given the prevalence of guns, drugs, aggressive behavior, and 
increasing volatility of people under the influence of both legal and 
illicit substances, the mantra of “there is no such thing as a routine 
traffic stop” has never been more true. Every stop has the potential 
to be dangerous. Participating in these training sessions has re-
vealed how vulnerable the officers can be. Even the act of reaching 
into a glove box at night to get my registration papers could mean 
sudden death for an officer if I pull out a weapon. On the other 
hand, as an FTO told me, “You can’t live your life in fear or you’d 
never be able to go out there.”

A few weeks after that, I returned to the WSP Training Academy 
in May for a very different kind of scenario—the drug stop. This 
script and setup were elaborate, intending to show cadets both 
how a drug-sniffing dog works and the legal complexities of such a 
stop. For this reason, instead of FTOs, district attorneys and other 
legal professionals were on hand to coach the cadets, as they are 
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the ones that intimately know exactly what causes legal cases to fall 
apart. If an officer misses documenting a single fact on their paper-
work, fails to read the civilian their rights, or forgets even a minor 
step, that can mean the difference of someone being prosecuted for 
a DUI or the entire case being thrown out of court with the help of 
a sharp-eyed defense attorney.

In this scenario, another woman and I are on our way to east-
ern Washington, where she is going to teach me how to cook meth. 
She is a long-time dealer and already has a warrant out for her ar-
rest, whereas I have no prior record, and I’m the registered owner 
and driver of our vehicle. Our drug paraphernalia is in a backpack 
tossed in the back seat, and a K-9 officer has already hidden a small 
packet of cocaine under our car for her dog to find.

We are stopped for not wearing seatbelts, but of course my 
companion is arrested as soon as they run her license and see her 
outstanding warrant. In this case, two cadets are on hand, which 
is useful for both questioning people separately and officer safety. 
As my friend is getting put in handcuffs, one officer asks her how 
we know each other, and my friend declares we’re old childhood 
friends. Since she’s already in trouble and has nothing to lose, 
she’s doing everything to throw me under the bus, even offering 
to cut a deal with the officers for her cooperation. Meanwhile, I’m 
telling the other officer that we just met that morning in Seattle 
in the line at Starbucks, and she needed a ride to Ellensburg and I 
just happened to be going that way. People lie and snitch on each 
other constantly in these situations, and it’s up to the officers to try 
to tease out what is actually happening through separate, careful 
questioning.

Asked about the bag in the backseat, I tell my questioning 
officer it’s hers, not mine, and that I don’t know anything about its 

I also resisted being put into handcuffs a few times and
ended up getting thrown up against the patrol car as 
the cuffs were tightened, with multiple bruises on my 
wrists the next day to prove it.

contents, since I just met her that morn-
ing and I’m giving her a ride. He then asks 
if I’d consent to him searching the inside 
of the car and its trunk. I tell him no. He 
then asks if I’d allow a drug-sniffing dog 
to check out the car. I say sure, the cute 
dog can come, but I won’t allow an officer 
to search the inside of the vehicle. I then 
explain that my pot-smoking brother 
sometimes uses the car and there maybe a 
joint or two leftover in the vehicle that the 
dog might find, but it shouldn’t be any-
thing more than the legal limit allowed 
(one ounce).

There are a couple reasons for this 
setup: One is that consent must be ob-
tained for each part of the vehicle. You 
can tell an officer that s/he can search the 
inside of the vehicle, but not the trunk, or 
vice versa. You may wonder about prob-
able cause, but remember that I have no 
record and I’m the legal registered owner 
of the car. They have, however, arrested 
my friend who does have a prior history, 
so they strongly suspect that the back-
pack in the backseat (which I‘m saying is 
hers) has drugs in it. But without proper 
consent to search and no apparent signs 
of my driving under the influence, they 
are helpless to take further action. If I had 
said no to the dog sniffing the car, they 
would have had no choice but to let me go 
(but retaining my friend, of course).

Another point to remember is that 
marijuana was legalized in Washington 
State in 2012. I try to cover myself by say-
ing that the car might have weed in it in 
case the dog finds something, but it also 
makes a difference for the officers docu-
menting the case. Prior to 2012, all Wash-
ington State K-9 units were trained to find 
heroin, meth, marijuana, and powder and 
crystal forms of cocaine, but starting in 
2013, marijuana was dropped from that 
list. That means, however, that a mix of 
dogs is still working, and the dogs cannot 
alert their handlers as to what kind of or 
amount of drug they have found; so an 
older dog might alert for a legal amount 
of marijuana. Both dogs and their han-
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Horsepower   By Rex Rice

When Henry’s Model  T Ford hit the road in 1908, we 
moved from horseback to the automobile in a few 
short years. Eventually, over 27.5 million were built, 
transporting people all over the world using only 20 
horsepower. For almost 30 years, that was enough power 
to do the job.
  — Continued on page 9

dlers have curricula vitae (CVs), show-
ing their training qualifications, which 
must be noted by the officer at the scene; 
omission of such details can strengthen a 
defense attorney’s case.

Once I have given consent for the car 
to be searched by the dog, the cadet has 
to read me my rights and ask me to sign a 
paper form that I’d been read them. This 
step is crucial; forgetting it can jeopar-
dize the entire case, right down to actual 
wording of my rights.

Piper is our heroine for the day, a 
beautiful and very energetic German 
Shepherd on a mission—to find drugs 
and play with her chew rope as a reward. 
Once she is released, she quickly circles 
the car, sniffing crazily. Within seconds 
she has found the cocaine that her han-
dler had hidden on the underside of our 
Impala. She is also ready to bound inside 
the car, leap over the front seats, and 
check out that backpack. K-9 dogs are 
trained to either paw at or lie down when 
they find what they are looking for (an 
important consideration especially when 
sniffing out a potential bomb—disturbing 
it could be deadly).

Once Piper finds our drugs, my friend 
and I are both done for. My companion 
was handcuffed long ago and placed in 
the patrol car, but I’ve been allowed to 
stand outside unrestrained. The cadets 
and legal staff discuss other evidence that 
can be used. It’s generally better to keep 
people separated because catfights have 
been known to break out in the back of a 
squad car, but since a camera is running 
continuously inside the car, everything 
being said is being recorded, which can be 
pretty damning just in itself.

From these experiences, my perception 
of police officers has really changed. I’ve 
actually been stopped far more times for 
speeding than I care to recount (which 
may be surprising for a traffic safety advo-
cate, but that too has shaped my interest 
in this field), and while the vast majority 

of the officers I’ve encountered have been impeccably professional, 
there have been a few notable exceptions. Sometimes our person-
al interaction with law enforcement, coupled by media coverage, 
leads to adversarial perceptions, of an “us versus them” mentality.

This unique opportunity to volunteer and witness how offi-
cers are being trained opens the door to seeing situations from an 
officer’s perspective, and also ask questions of why they are trained 
the way they are and offer input. More than ever we are living in a 
time where law enforcement and community need to forge strong, 
healthy relationships based on empathy and collaboration, not 
division and fear. And this helps them out too.

To inquire about volunteering, contact the Washington State 
Patrol Academy at http://www.wsp.wa.gov/employment/academy.
htm, email them at questions@wsp.wa.gov, or call them at  
360-432-7500.   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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 Festa Italiana 2016
 September 24–25, 2016    Article and photos by Suzanne and Dan Rian

It was downright chilly on the way to the Seattle Center for the 
annual Italian Festival, or, as it is also known, Festa Italiano. The 

sun came out at noon Saturday and warmed us up considerably. 
We were delighted to see that Alex Sargeant brought a new FIAT 
500, a new 600L, and the brand-new FIAT 124 Spider. There were 
six of us other FEN members with our older cars and one ‘84 Alfa 
spider, whom we did not know: Pat and Brenda Kvietkus with their 
76 Lancia Beta, Bill and Susan Cunningham with their beautiful, 
newly restored, silver ‘81 Spider 2000, and Dan and I in our well-
worn, comfortable ‘82 2000.

We had a steady stream of interested festival goers, which 
made the time go very fast. We met a delightful couple from 
Chicago who were here on vacation because they love the North-
west so much (we had no idea there were such folks!). They were 
resting up for their winter to come. Of course, like others who 
passed by, they didn’t know any Italian cars before today. There was 
also a cadre of motorbikes and scooters—à la Roman Holiday with 
Audrey Hepburn and Cary Grant. The food booths wafted their 
charms all over the center, with delicious smells of garlic, peppers, 
and bubbling marinara sauce. We also were visited by members 
Sue Emerson and Gary Reed. So good to see them! Gary has sold 
his gorgeous Ferrari and is down to two Porsches.

We opted not to stand in line for food this time, as the lines 
were rather long. Then, there was another line for the elevator. As 
we walked, we spotted the bocce ball tournament in progress, but 
we didn’t see the pizza toss, nor the grape stomp this year. A few 
celebrity chefs demonstrated Italian cooking.

Thanks to all who attended—we are sorry some of you missed 
a fun day again.   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Five club members in three cars met at 
the Corner Bakery Café in Tukwila. 

These franchise cafés are new to the area 
just this year as they progress from the east 
and south toward here. They are much like 
the Panera Bread restaurants but with egg 
scrambles and pancakes available. This 
was a nice change of pace from the usual 
Starbucks starting point that so many of us 
in several of the car clubs use.

Our group consisted of Pat Kvietkus in 
his 1976 Lancia Beta Coupe, Natalie and 
LeRoy Mietzner in their 1977 124 Spider, 
and Diana and I in our Prima Edizione 
#480. Our route was 62 miles long with 
legs along the Green River in two loca-
tions, south near Lake Tapps (which unfor-
tunately was not visible from our route), 
east to Buckley, then to the Mud Mountain 
Dam Park, and finally north to Black 
Diamond, skirting Enumclaw and through 
Cumberland.

We stopped for a photo opportunity 
along the way, between Lake Tapps and 
Buckley, to admire Mount Rainier as it 
spawned lenticular clouds and watch as the 
winds aloft carried the condensed mois-
ture toward Eastern Washington.

Lunch was taken at the Black Diamond 
Bakery. This bakery and restaurant features 
a basic lunch menu of standard sandwich 
and salad fare. The bakery offers a wide va-
riety of pastry items to tempt your resolve 
and expand your waistline! We also visited 
“The Smoke House and More” to sample 
pepperoni sausages and purchase a couple 
of smoked meat products.

The weather was perfect for a drive 
in the country with the route and friends 
making for a most enjoyable outing. All in 
all, a perfect day enjoying our hobby!  

2016 South End Tour
September 10, 2016   Article and photos by Bert Cripe

This river shot is of the White 
River behind Mud Mountain 

Dam from the vista point,
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More South End Tour 

Article and photos by Pat Kvietkus

September 10, 2016 was an awesome day for a drive. We met at a 
new Corner Bakery Café in Tukwila near Southcenter Mall and 

Target. After getting overly caffeinated, we were ready to start the 
drive. Three cars participated—Bert and Diana in their FIAT 500, 
LeRoy and Natalie in their vintage 124 Spider, and myself in my Lan-
cia Beta Coupe. We headed south as the sunny cool morning was 
just starting to warm up.

Bert always does a great job finding the curvy back roads 
with the best views. On one strip on the Green River in Auburn, 
we passed a lot of Army recruits on a timed run. The Auburn golf 
course road along the Green River is always a pleasant drive. 

Somewhere south of Lake Tapps, we stopped to enjoy the view of 
Mt Rainer. The photos always makes the mountain look like it is not 
real, but as we all know how the mountain can just pop up and take 
our attention. This is especially true after the long grey days of winter.

Our next stop was Mud Mountain overlook area. It is a very 
nice picnic area. I must admit I have always driven past and never 
stopped. My loss. Lunch was back to Black Diamond. It was just 
over two hours of great driving fun.   

— Continued from page 6

In 1928, the Model  A 
Ford, due to competition from 
Chevrolet, came with 40 hp, 
double the power of the Model  T.  
This lasted only four years before 
the world was stunned with the 
arrival of the Ford flathead V-8 
that replaced the four-cylinder 
Model  A and lasted for 21 years. 
During the Flathead Era (1932 
to 1953), the flathead  V-8 
rose from 65 to 110 hp.  The 
Horsepower Race was on!

The race was slow but 
steady until the 1949 Oldsmo-
bile;  its OHV   V-8 started the 
race in earnest with 135 hp 
from an overhead valve engine. 
Shortly after, Chrysler came out 
in 1951 with a huge Hemi  V-8 
advertised with 150 hp, but it 
really had more than that. In 
1964, the Pontiac GTO came 
out with 348 hp—a hot car 
for the time.  Fast forward to 
today:  The 2016 Cadillac GTS-V 
has 640 hp!

In today’s traffic, I notice 
that I am sitting in the I-5 stop-
and-go parking lot, keeping right 
up with many high-powered 
cars with my Spider’s 80 hp. 
Other than the rush of passing 
others on a scary two-lane road 
or beating someone on a steep 
hill, why would anyone need 
more than 80 hp?

But I could use maybe 10 
more to keep up with Grandpa 
at the traffic light.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Above, inner and outer columns:  FIAT 500e,  
 www.caranddriver.com.

Above:  FIAT 500e 100V charger,  
http://media-cache-ec0.pinimg.com.

Opposite page, inner column:   
FIAT 500e cutaway, www.insideevs.com.

Opposite page, inner column:   
FIAT 500e cutaway, www.insideevs.com.

Opposite page, outer column:   
FIAT 500e home rapid charger, www. insideevs.com.

FIAT 500e:  The Fun  
Green Car Is Now Available  
in Washington
Article by Alex Sargeant

Most of us have heard of the FIAT 500e plug-in electric car. It’s 
been available new in California and Oregon since 2013, but 

it is not offered for sale new at FIAT dealers in any other state or 
province. The 500e is now available in Washington at Alfa Romeo 
and FIAT of Kirkland. The first cars leased in California in 2013 
have now come back in and are being made available to FIAT 
dealers through the lease return auction. We have purchased seven 
of those cars and now offer them for sale. All have the remaining 
balance of the FIAT four-year, 50,000-mile, bumper-to-bumper 
warranty and the eight-year, 100,000-mile electric powertrain 
warranty. All have between 3,000 and 16,000 total miles on them.

The original price when new was $31,500. We are able to offer 
them as lease returns at just $12,988 to $14,488, depending on mile-
age and equipment. In addition to all the standard features of the reg-
ular FIAT 500 (Bluetooth, power windows, power door locks, AM-
FM-CD, A/C, alarm), they also include the portable 110V charger, 
heated leather seats, automatic climate control, enhanced stereo with 
SiriusXM, and navigation. A few even include the power sunroof.

What’s the car like to live with, and should you consider it if you 
are in the market for a FIAT? The car is even more fun to drive than 
the regular FIAT 500. The instant torque of the electric motor actu-
ally makes the 500e faster 0 to 60 than the 500 Abarth. The extra 400 

The car is even more fun to  
drive than the regular FIAT 500.   
The instant torque of the electric 
motor actually makes the  
500e faster 0 to 60 than  
the 500 Abarth.
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pounds of weight of the battery pack under the rear seat improves 
weight distribution and enhances the stability in fast corners and 
smooths out the ride overall. Of course, there is no engine noise and 
the cabin is very quiet, even at freeway speed. This is the best driving 
and best handling version of the 500 that FIAT has ever made. 
Maintenance costs are about 25 percent of the costs of a convention-
al gas 500.

After driving the cars for a month, I can report that we’re see-
ing an average range of 80 miles per charge. If you do mostly city 
driving, you can expect the range to be closer to 90 miles; if you do 
mostly highway, expect it to be around 75 miles. That’s about 20 
miles more range than the Nissan Leaf or the Honda Fit Electric. It’s 
not the 200+ miles of a Tesla, but it also doesn’t cost $100,000.

For charging, the car has an industry-standard electrical con-
nector concealed behind the gas filler cap. It comes with a 110V 
charger and cord for plugging into any standard wall socket. This 
is the slowest way to charge and it takes about eight hours for a full 
charge from a very low battery (10 miles left). Cost of charging from 
the wall is just $1.60. You’d pay about $10.00 for gas to go the same 
distance with the regular 500.

The most convenient way to charge is from a 240V rapid char-
ger. You can install one at home (about $1,000 for a used one, $3,500 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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for a new one), or use the plentiful ones 
dotted around the Seattle landscape.

There are several helpful apps you 
can download to find charging locations. 
Charging from a rapid charger takes about 
two hours for a full charge from a very low 
battery. It’s easy to just charge 20 minutes or 
so at a time from the public rapid chargers 
as you grocery shop or do other errands. I’ve 
found it’s pretty easy to maintain a constant 
65+ miles of range in the battery charging 
this way. There’s enough of them around 
that I hardly ever need to use the 110V slow 
charger.

The fastest way to charge is from a Tesla 
Super Charger. You need to buy an adapter 
from Amazon because Tesla insists on using 
a nonstandard plug. With that adapter, the 
car will charge in 20 minutes from a low 
battery.

Should you consider the 500e for 
yourself? If most of your driving is around 
town or commuting a longer distance (more 
than half of the charge) to a office that has 
a charging station, then it’s an excellent 
option that is fun to drive and will save you 
a considerable amount of money in fuel and 

maintenance costs. If you regularly drive more than 100 miles a day 
and don’t have time to top up the charge during the day, then this 
isn’t the car for you.

If you are unsure, I recommend you keep a log of your driving 
for a couple of weeks and figure out how much you actually drive 
every day. For most people, an 80-mile range is more than twice the 
distance they drive on a daily basis.   

Above, FIAT 500e interior, www.cdn.slashgear.com  
and www.motortrend.com.

Right:  FIAT 500e at public rapid charger,  
www.thecarconnection.com.

Should you consider the 500e  
for yourself? If most of your driving 
is around town or commuting a 
longer distance (more than half  
of the charge) to a office that has 
a charging station, then it’s an 
excellent option that is fun to drive 
and will save you a considerable 
amount of money in fuel and 
maintenance costs.
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August 3, 2016
The meeting was called to order by President Greg 
Smith at 7:02 pm at Amante’s in Renton.

Treasurer’s Report

• No Treasurer’s Report or old or new business.

Reports, Announcements, and Comments

The 25th Anniversary Party and Drive was discussed. 
About 25 people attended.  Everyone enjoyed Greg’s 
baked pizza and side dishes. A Blind Gymkhana in 
the tall-grass course was carefully monitored by Hazel 
Smith. VP David Moise awarded prizes to the best 
teams.

• Rex Rice reported he hands out lots of club cards 
but we haven’t seen any of them at meetings or 
events but he’ll keep trying.

• The Ferrari/Alfa Club car show on September 4 
at Saint Edwards State Park was announced.  
FEN is invited to participate.

• Bert handed an announcement for the South 
Area Day Tour for Sept 10.

• Greg reported on the Howard’s Prairie Lake 
event.

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.

— Submitted by Carrie Rice, South End Secretary

September 7, 2016
Vice President David Moise called the meeting to order 
at 7 pm at Spiro’s Restaurant in Shoreline. Present were 
12 members and 2 guests: Vic Basmadjian and our 
speaker Jim Pottebaum. David met Vic at a Cars N 
Coffee event that takes place at the Central Market in 
Shoreline 8 to 10 am on Saturdays. David welcomed 
Mi Ae back. She has been traveling continually with 
her cookbook tours around the country. Somehow, she 
manages to still edit our newsletter in spite of being so 
busy.

Treasurer’s Report

• Treasurer LeRoy Mietzner gave his Treasurer’s 
Report. We are solvent even though we had 
unusual expenses because of the anniversary gifts 
to members. We also were able to donate $680 to 
LEO (Life Enrichment Options) from proceeds of 
the car show.

Announcements and Comments

• David reminded everyone of Bert’s South Sound 
Tour on Saturday, September 10th. See our 
website for details.

• Alex Sargeant reminded everyone of the three-
day Festa Italiana at the end of the month at the 
Seattle Center. Dates are September 23rd through 
the 25th. It is loads of fun, with lots of things to do. 
An all-day affair. It is a three-day affair but most of 
us go on Saturday only.

• Fred Russell, with our Alfa sister club, is 
hosting the “Half-Fast Lap of Washington” on 
September 17–19. If you haven’t been on one of 
Fred’s tours, don’t miss it. It will be almost a mille 
(it’s 935 miles), and they’ll travel over the scenic 
North Cascades and loop up to Sherman Pass and 
into the beautiful Palouse country. For more info 
about hotels, etc., check their website at NWARC 
or contact Fred at the editor website, or chat with 
them on AlfaBB (bulletin board).

• Mi Ae told us about her ongoing adventures 
with the WA State Traffic Safety Commission. 
She and fellow citizen Mark Butcher are planning 
a fact-finding trip to the UK, and both the WSTC 
and Department of Licensing have shown interest 
in joining them on the trip and involving private 
driving schools. Her ideas are just like Topsy—they 
are growing! (or they just grewed).

Evening Program

• Guest speaker Jim Pottebaum, demonstrated 
his new circuit board for older FIATs, which 
accommodate brake lights, reverse lights, and 
running lights. He showed how easy it is to plug 
in and change the circuit board. The bulbs are 

FEN August and September Meeting Notes
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Club Officers

President
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership 
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor 
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/Vintage Cars
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant
206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

guaranteed to last 50,000 hours (compared with our old lights, 
which had to be babied). The difference in the brightness is 
amazing. He is working on replacements for older Alfas soon 
and plans to tackle the dim dashboard lights as well. This is 
really good stuff, folks. Dan Rian has had his installed for a 
month and appreciates the fact that people are not approaching 
him in his 124 Spider in parking lots and telling him he has a 
light out anymore. Jim can be reached at Jim@3R-Vintage.com 
or by telephone at 425-483-0988.

David ended the meeting with the door prize drawing.

Respectfully Submitted, Suzanne Rian, North Secretary

By doing the landscape at his home himself, Rex saved enough money to get his 
124 Spider tuned up.

The HUGE amount of money our FEN president has saved on haircuts has 
allowed him to install Recaro seats in his FIAT 124 Spider.
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FEN  
Calendar
October 5  Regular club 
meeting (South) at Amante’s, 
4201 Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. 
Meeting begins at 7 pm, but 
come early for dinner from the 
regular menu.

October 16  The 
Citroën Owner’s Club 
Autumn Tour. All makes and 
models of cars are welcome on 
this annual event which usually 
draws upwards of 50 cars 
from vintage FIATs and MGs 
to contemporary Ferraris—a 
moving car show not to be 
missed! See ad on this page  
for more info.

November 2  Regular 
club meeting (North) at Spiro’s 
Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora 
Ave N, Shoreline, 206-546-
2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner.

December 7  No 
Regular meeting in 
December—Holiday Potluck 
Party instead.

TBD  FEN Holiday Potluck 
Party!

	
	

	

AUTUMN DRIVE TOUR 

OCTOBER 16 TH 2016 
HOSTED BY NW Citroën OWNER’S CLUB 

DRIVE TOUR COORDINATOR PAUL MELROSE 

“OPEN TO ALL VARIETY OF COOL CARS! IT’S A FREE DRIVE TOUR!” 

 

DRIVE	TOUR	ENDS	HERE!	BRUNCH	&	LUNCH	1PM	

651	MANRESA	CASTLE	–	CLEVELAND	ST	PORT	TOWNSEND	WA	98368	

SOCIAL	TIME	9:00AM				DRIVER’S	MEETING	10:00AM			

93	MILES/150KM			DRIVE	TOUR			“NORTH	101	ROUTE”	
	

WESTFIELD	CAPITAL	MALL	–	STARBUCKS	–	625	BLACK	LAKE	BLVD	SW	
	OLYMPIA	WA	98502	J 	DRIVE	TOUR	STARTS	10:16AM	

RSVP	OR	QUESTIONS:	AUTUMNDRIVETOUR@GMX.COM	OR	425-306-8525	

	

Welcome New Members!
We want to welcome our brand-new  
FEN members Bill Cunningham and  
Todd Greenwalt! 

We look forward to having you among  
our noble FENster ranks and seeing you  
at our meetings, social drives, and events!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent news items relating to FIATs, Alfa Romeos, Maseratis, and other Italian cars. 
Clicking on the blue URL links below will take you to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

Redesigning an icon is almost impossible but Fiat has a solution (Auto Express, September 30, 2016) 
http://www.autoexpress.co.uk/fiat/500/97258/redesigning-an-icon-is-almost-impossible-but-fiat-has-a-solution

2016 Fiat 124 Spider review: Trying to step out of the MX-5’s shadow (ARS Technica UK, September 28, 2016)
http://arstechnica.co.uk/cars/2016/09/2016-fiat-124-spider-review/

2017 Fiat Panda squares off with minor changes (Car & Driver, September 29, 2016)  
http://blog.caranddriver.com/2017-fiat-panda-squares-off-with-minor-changes/

Fiat 124 Spider America: The not-for-America special edition (Car & Driver, September 29, 2016)
http://blog.caranddriver.com/fiat-124-spider-america-the-not-for-america-special-edition/

2017 Fiat 124 Spider and 2017 Buick LaCrosse Reviews (Motorweek, September 17, 2016) (interview with 
Shaun Folkerts too) http://video.mpt.tv/video/2365844914/

Alfa Romeo to launch large SUV after mid-size Stelvio arrives in 2017 (Auto Express, September 30, 2016)
http://www.autoexpress.co.uk/alfa-romeo/97254/alfa-romeo-to-launch-large-suv-after-mid-size-stelvio-arrives-in-2017

Alfa Romeo Giulia Veloce unveiled — 4WD and 276 bhp (AutoTrader, September 29, 2016) 
http://www.autotrader.co.uk/content/news/alfa-romeo-giulia-veloce-unveiled-4wd-and-276bhp

Alfa Romeo to launch BMW X5 and X1 rivals (Autocar UK, September 29, 2016) 
http://www.autocar.co.uk/car-news/new-cars/alfa-romeo-launch-bmw-x5-and-x1-rivals

Concept cars — the Alfa Romeo Kamal (Evo, September 24, 2016) 
http://www.evo.co.uk/alfa-romeo/18292/concept-cars-the-alfa-romeo-kamal

Maserati: new GranTurismo will be much more powerful (Top Gear, September 26, 2016)
http://www.topgear.com/car-news/first-look/maserati-new-granturismo-will-be-much-more-powerful

Review: The new Maserati Ghibli (Top Gear, September 22, 2016)
http://www.topgear.com/car-reviews/maserati/v6d-4dr-auto/first-drive

430-car Italian ‘Duemila Ruote’ collection to be sold by RM Sotheby’s (Classic & Performance Cars, September 28, 2016)
http://www.classicandperformancecar.com/porsche/911/5415/430-car-italian-duemila-ruote-collection-to-be-sold-by-rm-sotheby-s
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