
Messaggio dal  Vice Presidente

January 2016
  Volume 25, Issue 1

In This Issue

Vice-President’s Message 1

How FEN Came To Be 2

10  Winter Driving Tips 4

Rollover! 5

Anneliese Abarth 6

FEN Board Meeting Notes 8

New FIAT Doblò Cargo Van 10

FEN Calendar 13

FIATs in the News 14

FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian 
car (FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) 
enthusiasts who meet regularly 
throughout the year. 

In general, our club is geared towards 
social rather than the technical. The 
club is incorporated as a nonprofit 
club in Washington State and is an IRS 
501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 

Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December.  A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings in those 
months. 

The regular meeting location alternates 
monthly between Shoreline and Renton. 
FEN also hosts rallies and other events 
throughout the year.

Here’s to a healthy, happy, and adventure-filled New Year. 
Along with all the daily routine activities, I hope that you get 

to enjoy some time with fellow FIAT Enthusiasts on the beautiful 
roads of the Pacific Northwest (and not behind a tow truck). 

With your help, let’s put together some extra-special events to 
help make 2016 a true celebration of our club’s 25th anniversary!

On this, the beginning of a significant milestone year and as 
one of the FEN founders, I thought it might be interesting for you 
to read some of the more detailed history of how we got started. So 
I decided to write a longer version of how we came to be, from my 
perspective, to be published in the next few issues of The FIAT-isti.

Many thanks to all of you who helped make 2015 another fun 
year to add to this history. We ended the year with a repeat holiday 
celebration at Sue and Dan Carson’s incredible vintage house in 
Tacoma. Again Sue and Dan did a superb job of calmly hosting 
the party with 20-plus members in attendance. Everyone enjoyed 
the décor, great food and drinks, the traditional white elephant gift 
exchange, and of course, the warm camaraderie.

Just before the party, our entire FEN Board met to discuss im-
portant club issues. Since no one new stepped up to take on a lead-
ership position, all officers will be continuing in their current roles. 
Expect to get a phone call from one of us in the coming months to 
ask if you’d be interested in a Board position, if you have ideas for 
2016 events, and if you’d be willing to help guide an event.

Other important results: Bert Cripe volunteered to take on the 
Rallymaster board position and will be focused on assisting mem-
bers to plan at least four events during the main driving season 
each year. 

To better represent new members, we decided to add a new 
board position to represent contemporary cars; Alex Sargeant 
has agreed to take on this role. Rex Rice, who is our current “at 
large” Board member, will now be the Vintage Car Representative.

Starting the new year in style, Rex Rice will be presenting 
photos and an entertaining tale of their recent trip to Japan at the 
January 6th North End meeting at Spiro’s. 

See you there!   

— David Moise, Vice President
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How FIAT Enthusiasts NW Came To Be     By David Moise

In 1990, I was the “proud” owner of a 1957 Chevy wagon. 
Bad news; it was the least valuable model, the basic “210” 

4-door, straight-six 235 with a 3-speed transmission “on 
the column” and an “Earl Scheib” paint job. Good news 
was that it was a totally rust-free California car with 52,000 
original miles on the odometer in solid, straight condition.

I had inherited this car from my favorite Uncle Bob af-
ter his death in 1975; he was a television repairman who had 
owned and driven the car as his solo vehicle and TV trans-
port rig back when TVs were a bit larger than they are to-
day! After his death, I had driven the car for a few months, 
realized that it was way too big, bulky, and awkward for my 
daily LA needs and promptly asked my aging, widowed, 
nondriver Aunt Grace if I could store it in her garage. 
Although she would only ride with me driving the Chevy, it 
was a good arrangement for the long term and eventually I 
put it up on blocks and removed the battery. Unfortunately I 
failed to drain the fuel—Life Lesson Number 18.

Meanwhile, we moved to Seattle in 1983. In 1990, with 
Aunt Grace’s health failing, we took a family trip to LA 
to help deal with her final care and eventual death. In the 
process, I removed the ‘57 Chevy from her garage, took off 
15 years of accumulated dust, and attempted to get the car 
back on the road. After a week of various “barn-find opera-

tions,” including a carburetor rebuild, new fuel lines, filters, pump, 
an oil and coolant flush, a new battery, and fresh tires, I managed 
to get the car running reasonably well. 

It was fun to take the whole family to the local Santa Monica 
drive-in for a ‘50s-style cruise night, but the reality was that it was 
now an old car. Despite the fact that it was fundamentally in very 
good original condition, it was a horrible car to drive in 1990-era, 
crazy, hectic Los Angeles traffic. For that matter it was basically a 
beast, with six turns lock-to-lock of nonpower steering, a 45-foot 
turning radius, a mushy suspension and ride, terrible brakes that 
couldn’t decide which way to pull with each application, and gear-
ing so low that at 65 mph, the engine was completely wound out. 
To top it off, it had extremely uncomfortable bench seats.

So, with our short “vacation” coming to an end, I put an ad in 
the local paper and quickly sold the car to an enthusiastic collector 
for $3,500. Then I convinced my patient wife that we “needed” a 
ragtop sports car to take the place of the ‘57 Chevy. I’d been a motor-
head and European car nut since early childhood, having purchased 
my first car at age 12—a rough $150 1959 Mark I Austin Mini 850. 
That was followed by another Mini 850 and an Alfa Guilia Ti, my 

I still remember how impressed  
we were at all the amazing features 
that came with the new [1969] 
Spider: 4-wheel disc brakes, the 
ever-so-smooth all synchromesh 
5-speed, easy-to-use convertible top, 
the DOHC all-aluminum engine with 
easy-to-adjust valves (compared to 
the Alfa), lots of power (for the day), 
and of course, the all-important air 
horn! Compared to an MGB,  
it was super modern.
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first and only Italian car. This exotic series mor-
phed into more practical and affordable rides 
as time went on, but never had I been able to 
pony up for a 2-seater convertible or roadster. 

So when we got home to Seattle, I started 
shopping for an affordable European convert-
ible. At the time, my only real choices were 
either an MGB or FIAT Spider. I had a best 
friend in high school who had traded in his 
100-4 Healy for a brand-new 1969 orange FIAT 
Spider; this likely influenced my choice since at 
the time it was a revolutionary sports car com-
pared to the British offerings of the day. I still 
remember how impressed we were at all the 
amazing features that came with the new Spi-
der: 4-wheel disc brakes, the ever-so-smooth 
all synchromesh 5-speed, easy-to-use convertible top, the DOHC 
all-aluminum engine with easy-to-adjust valves (compared to the 
Alfa), lots of power (for the day), and of course, the all-important air 
horn! Compared to an MGB, it was super modern. I won’t mention 
the difference in current value of either the ‘57 Chevy or the 100-4 
Healy compared to the FIAT … oh well.

After doing some local research, I discovered owners Robin 
Bee and Matt Burch at the best FIAT shop around—Performance 
Motors. Although they worked on plenty of MGs and FIATs, for 
what I was after they recommended a fuel-injected Spider. I found 
my gem of a FIAT sitting out in the rain in Woodinville, and for 
$2,700 she was ours. Typical of so many other inexpensive sports 
cars of the day, the original owner had taken good care of the car, 
but the second owner had not. The red paint job (over the original 
faded metallic green) had been done poorly, there was rust on the 
rockers and near the exhaust, and she’d been left outdoors and was 
a bit wet inside. Plus, she was running on only 3 cylinders and 
needed a valve job.

In 1991, our “new” Spider was only 10 years old and there 
were plenty of spare parts to be found, so I removed the rust, 
installed used junkyard rockers, and resprayed using a reasonably 
well-matched rattle-can red from the hardware store. Performance 
Motors did the valve job and we were all set to go! In the process, I 
asked Robin and Matt about any local FIAT clubs; they mentioned 
having thought about starting one but that so far none existed. 

They said, “You be President and we’ll be VP and Rallymaster.” 
You see, it wasn’t good enough to simply own and maintain an 
Italian sports car—I had to have friends with whom to share the 
unique experience. So we started FIAT Enthusiasts NW. The rest, 
as they say, is history …

Here’s an excerpt from an early FEN meeting reminder before 
our very first club event:

Bring a friend, or add them to our 
growing mailing list (about 28 families 
so far) of FIAT and Lancia enthusi-
asts. We look forward to another good 
meeting and have some important 
business to address. Most importantly 
we will be finalizing plans for our first 
club event, the FIAT Fun Run to the 
Fall City, Duvall area. Isaac and Matt 
have researched and mapped out  a 
great course for this event. Make sure 
to set aside Saturday, March 21 so you 
can be part of this historical event!
We will be meeting for breakfast at 
8:30 at Dukes Chowder House (Madi-
son & Lake Washington Blvd.) near 
the Arboretum. The run will include 
stops at Snoqualmie Falls, Duvall, and 
will end with a special tour and wine 
tasting at St. Michelle winery at about 
2:15. A picnic will follow for those who 
can stay. Matt wants me to remind you 
that this will be a relaxing drive in the 
country, not a race! For more details 
and maps, be sure to attend the next 
meeting.   

Opposite page and above:  These two on-road 
pics are from our very first rally in March 1991. 
It was amazingly sunny and successful! Note my 

“little” kids sitting in their custom-installed lap belts 
in the rear of our red Spider in the photo above. 

The portrait of Judy and me, opposite top, is much 
more recent. But we’re still in top-down mode!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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10  Winter Driving Tips They Don’t  Tell  You About
By Mi Ae Lipe

At this time of the year, many traffic 
safety and automobile organizations 

put out winter driving tips. They recom-
mend getting your vehicle in tip-top me-
chanical order; keeping emergency food, 
water, blankets in case you get stranded; 
and driving more slowly and not braking 
suddenly. This is all very sound advice, but 
many other aspects of safe winter driv-
ing are never mentioned. In this article, 
I’ll cover some other issues rarely ad-
dressed—or offer a different perspective.

1. Don’t freak out. Driving in snow 
and ice means that your vehicle will 
not behave the same way it does on dry 
pavement. No matter how carefully you 
make a turn, your back end may slide out 
a little. Your vehicle will wallow when 
plowing through deeper snow, or shimmy 
sideways in icy ruts. And you may experi-
ence considerable oversteer or understeer 
at times. You also won’t stop as quickly as 
you think you’re going to. It’s important to 
remember that this is completely normal, 
especially if you’re a new driver or not 
used to winter conditions. Keeping calm, 
having your wits about you, anticipating 
these sensations, and gently correcting 
them as needed with very small inputs 
will go a long way to making you a safer, 
less stressed-out winter driver.

2. Practice deep breathing and relax-
ation methods. When we drive in haz-
ardous situations, nervous tension builds 
up, sometimes without our even realizing 
it. Often our breathing becomes shallow, 
or worse yet, we hold our breath altogeth-
er and tighten our muscles. When this 
happens, our adrenalin and stress hor-
mone levels surge, and our brains get de-
prived of much-needed oxygen, reducing 
our ability to think clearly. It’s important 

to recognize these signs of tension and deliberately relax, whether 
by deep breathing, mindfully exhaling, listening to soothing music, 
or even singing (which forces you to deep-breathe). Doing any of 
these takes just enough off the edge of a stressful situation to liter-
ally help you think more clearly and drive better.

3. What really to do in a skid. The best way to handle a skid 
is, of course, not to get into one in the first place—by properly 
managing your space, minimally braking and steering, and com-
mitting no sudden moves. But if you do get into one, what should 
you do? There’s a lot of information (and misinformation) about 
the subject, and it gets complicated because what to do is highly 
dependent on what caused the skid in the first place, the type of ve-
hicle you’re in, and its drive technology. In a panic situation, pretty 
much everything usually flies right out of our minds anyway.

The single most important thing to remember? Look into the 
empty space you want to go. You’ll steer right into that direction. 
In other words, never look at the thing you’re trying to avoid hit-
ting, because we naturally go where our eyes are aimed. Keep your 
braking and steering as minimal and smooth as possible, and re-
member that you can very lightly press the accelerator or maintain 
throttle to redistribute the car’s weight evenly to all four wheels to 
gain traction. It’s really that simple.

4. In an emergency, minimize the time spent out of your 
vehicle. One of the biggest tragedies is people getting injured, 
killed, disoriented, or lost when they step out of their vehicles 
during winter emergencies. Every year, a shocking number of 

Winter Driving Tips, continued on page 9
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Usually traffic crashes happen 
swiftly, out of the blue; one 

instant you are going along, and 
the next you are in chaos. Our 
rollover didn’t happen that way. 

It was a dark and stormy 
night (this should have been the 
first sentence, sorry), and Carrie 
and I were driving home from 
work in our 1979 Honda Civic. 
We lived on the Tulalip Indian 
Reservation about 5 miles from 
I-5 near Tulalip Bay. It was dark and I was driving about 25 mph 
when a Labrador dog started a slow trot across the road on a route 
that would intersect with mine. I braked and steered to the right 
shoulder to avoid him, but hit him anyway. 

As we stopped, the shoulder gave way and we began a slow 
roll down a steep slope. As we did the first slow roll, we uttered the 
obligatory “Oh shit!” but after one complete roll, we began another. 
Roll 2 was just like the first, but we began to wonder when it would 
all end. After a slow 2½ rollovers, we finally stopped but found 
ourselves upside down, hanging from our seatbelts. 

“Are you okay?” I asked Carrie.
“I think so, but I won’t be if these doors don’t open,” she an-

swered. I kicked my door open, turning on the dome light, which 
was under about 4 inches of water. We were sitting in a small stream.

Hanging upside down gives one a different perspective. I 
opened the glovebox to get a flashlight, and everything in it fell out 
into the stream. We managed to get the seatbelts to release and we 
fell unhurt into the icy water. The slope we had rolled down was too 
steep to climb, so we took an easier route into someone’s driveway. 

Up on the road, some cars had stopped but with no place to 
park, they were forced to move on. Someone said the State Patrol 
had been called. A neighbor offered to drive Carrie home while I 
waited for the police. Through all of this, the severely injured dog 
was crying. I think his back was broken.

When the patrolman arrived, I urged him to shoot the dog but he 
wouldn’t as this would create too much paperwork, so we went look-
ing for the owner, asking residents on both sides of the road. It was a 
canine on a Native American reservation, so it had no identification 
and no one would admit ownership to this rollover-causing dog.

The dog finally expired and the patrolman gave me a ride home. 

He offered to call a tow truck but since it 
was busy Friday traffic, I told him I would 
do it the next day. 

The next morning, I met the tow truck 
driver and he rappelled down to our car 
using his cable. As he winched the poor 
thing up the slope, it rolled onto its roof, 
filling it with gravel. He brought it to our 
driveway and left it, a sorry-looking mess. 
Just for fun, I turned the key and it started 
right up! No fluids had leaked after being 
upside down in a creek all night. 

After pushing the roof up with my feet 
and replacing the windshield and side 
mirrors, I drove the car many more miles. 
With an Accord engine and a Weber carb, 
I didn’t care what it looked like. It was fun 
to drive.  

Rollover!
By Rex Rice

Above: Looking through our old albums,  
we found this one picture of our Honda Civic 

prior to the rollover.  It had larger Accord  
wheels and tires as it was geared too low  

with the modified Accord engine. 
It was a real sleeper at a traffic light. 

When I took this picture, I was installing a new 
engine in my ‘52 Ford 1-ton in the driveway. 

Carrie’s Porsche Targa is on the right. 

I couldn’t find a pic of the damaged  
Honda; maybe I was heartsick.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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From www.abarthpress.com
Turin, November 3, 2015
Submitted by Fred Russell

Lifelong car enthusiast Anneliese was by the brand founder’s 
side until the end, and today she presides the Carlo Abarth 

Foundation. She carries the baton passed on by Carlo, a symbol of 
continuity and of the deep and enduring union that husband and 
wife shared in every sense. Today, Anneliese Abarth is Brand Am-
bassador and actively represents Abarth at many classic car events 
and international club meetings to disseminate the brand’s values. 
With her first-hand involvement in the brand’s history, no one can 
express the concepts that were implemented in practice in Abarth’s 
high-performing cars better than Anneliese.

Carlo and Anneliese Abarth met in the early 1960s, and soon 
they developed a total relationship unifying their personal and 
professional passions in perfect harmony. They were always togeth-
er on every important occasion, and Anneliese was always present 
and deeply involved in every test and every race. She also became 
Carlo Abarth’s favourite photographic model and muse—a style 
icon for his creations.

The Abarth myth today is kindled in the heart of every con-
noisseur through a range of cars and products that express an 
uncompromising vocation for racing and continual technical 
evolution…as can be seen from its latest creations: the 595 Yama-
ha Factory Racing and the 695 Biposto Record. The former pays 
homage to the prestigious partnership between the Scorpion brand 
and the Movistar Yamaha Moto GP Team. The Abarth brand has 
always been a byword for racing in the automotive industry, and 
for 2015 and 2016, it is Official Sponsor and Official Car Supplier 
of the FIM MotoGP Championship team, so far conquering two 
out of three possible World Championship titles.

The 695 Biposto Record is a version that celebrates the 50th 
anniversary of the acceleration record with a G-class car achieved 
by Carlo Abarth in 1965 in the Monza Autodrome. It features an 
exclusive “Modena Yellow” livery with “Tar Cold Grey” finishing 
and an enameled “695 Record” badge on the side. High perfor-

Anneliese Abarth,  
a Beaming Brand  
Testimonial
After a lifetime beside the brilliant car-maker and brand founder Carlo Abarth,  Anneliese 
Abarth continues to officially represent the Scorpion to this day in an intense expression  
of a total personal and professional union.

Top: Anneliese Abarth (www.abarthpress.com). 
Bottom:  Anneliese and Carlo Abarth  
(www.viennatouristguide.at).

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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mance is guaranteed by the mechanical self-locking differential, 
combined for the first time with a five-gear transmission. It 
achieves a perfect balance between performance, hand-craftedness, 
and brilliant detailing, which—like the devoted brand promotion 
activity of Anneliese Abarth—warms the hearts of all Abarth lovers 
and keeps the memory of its founder vibrantly alive.   

Above:  The 2016 695 Biposto Record (http://o.aolcdn.com).

In Training To Own a FIAT
By Rex Rice

As my 1985 Mazda RX-7 GLS-SE 
approached 190,000 miles, I asked 
a rotary engine mechanic how long 
I could expect this engine to last. 

“Indefinitely,” he answered.

“What does that mean?” I asked.

“Indefinitely,” he repeated. “If the 
engine ever loses fluids, meaning 
water or oil, it will immediately be 
destroyed. Otherwise, it will last 
indefinitely.” 

“A million miles?” I asked. 

“Indefinitely,” he answered. 

I checked the fluids every morning 
after that discussion.

Looking at a used car in a sales lot, 
the young salesman came out of 
the office.

“Just looking,” I said.

“Go ahead, take her for a spin,” 

“No thanks, just looking.”

As I turned to leave, he got excited.
“What will it take to sell you this 
car today?” He was shouting now.

“No thanks, I was just looking.”

“Listen;  if it’s the wrong color, I’ll 
have it painted. If needed, I’ll have 
it blessed by the Pope if you buy 
today!”

I ran for my car…

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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An hourlong board meeting was held prior to the 
holiday party at the Carsons’ home in Tacoma (1:20 
to 2:20 pm). Listed below are suggestions from various 
board members.

Bert Cripe
• Will continue for now as FEN webmaster since 

Aaron W turned down our invitation to take on 
this role. (Aaron may consider taking on a lead-
ership role when his work load lessens in a few 
months.) Bert plans to continue to update events 
when he gets the info, but not overhaul the old 
site, which is doing a good job at getting out the 
essential information, despite its age. He also has 
the existing postcard file and components and will 
get those to David and Greg for any updates and/or 
for the next reproduction needed for the two main 
western Washington dealers and for members. He 
suggests Costco as a good resource for the printing. 
David Moise is willing to make any changes and get 
a PDF to LeRoy who’s willing to get them printed.

All
• Since no one new has stepped forward to run for 

the existing club leadership positions, we have 
all agreed to continue in our existing roles for 
another year, and will not hold elections at this 
point. We must all make concerted efforts to find 
other members motivated to take on these jobs!

Greg Smith
• Based on other Club experiences, thinks that 

asking new members to “apprentice” to an 
officer will help generate interest while they are 
fresh and enthusiastic.

Leroy Mietzner
• Suggests using succession from one office to an-

other as a method to keep officers engaged and 
to fill the leadership needs of our small club (e.g., 
VP one year, Pres the next, etc.).

Bert
• Volunteered to take on the Rallymaster Board 

position and to work on getting members to 
plan at least 4 events throughout the main driv-
ing season each year. Yay Bert! He suggested do-
ing a once or twice a year club welcome event with 
FEN supplied coffee/beer and snacks for NEW 
and old members to attract more involvement.

Sooz Rian and All
• One meeting could be an “open board meeting” 

and make this the main part of the meeting 
agenda, once or twice a year. We could add “free 
appetizers/beer/pizza” to encourage participation. 
We also need to plan some special occasions this 
year for the club’s 25 anniversary! It was agreed 
that since we don’t have a program planned for 
the February South End meeting in Renton, this 
should be the main focus of that meeting, calling it 
a “general membership meeting.”

• Since there has been little to no participation in 
recent South Sound Social monthly meetings, 
we all agreed to delete that from the calendar. 
Bert will take care of the website change and it will 
be removed from the newsletter calendar starting 
in January.

Mi Ae Lipe and Alex Sargeant
• Alex and Mi Ae had previously discussed a 

variety of ideas. She summarized their ideas 
for encouraging more user interactivity among 
members. This includes regular newsletter col-
umns that invite members to chip in with their 
suggestions and stories on such topics as street 
driving issues and pet peeves, finding a good me-
chanic or body repair shop, etc. The demographics 
of most current FIAT 500 buyers represent mid-
dle-aged empty nesters who might be interested 
in the Club; younger drivers often lack the time or 
interest to participate in club activities of any kind. 
And in order to attract more people, we’ll have to 
market to many, since some or even most of them 

FEN Board Meeting Notes
December 6, 2015

Respectfully submitted,  
Suzanne Rian, North End Secretary

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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won’t be interested or will come and then leave. Even big auto 
clubs like the Pacific Northwest chapters of the BMW and 
Audi Clubs (which Mi Ae belongs to) have similar problems, 
despite their larger size, additional officers, and greater focus 
on track events. 

• Alex and Mi Ae suggest that we make an effort to partner 
more with the Alfa, Ferrari, Lambo, and Maserati clubs 
since we have interests in Italian cars in common.

• Alex (via Mi Ae) suggested a 3-month trial membership for 
new FIAT buyers. Greg suggested 6 months. Board members 
liked this idea (please pass this on to Alex). LeRoy can help 
coordinate this effort with the roster and “FIAT Announce” 
email list.

Greg
• Our spring XXX Car Show could encourage more partici-

pation from the Alfa Club; Greg will talk to Gordy Hyde to 
make that happen.

Bert
• Suggested one additional board member to allow Rex (now 

an “at large” member) to be the vintage car rep and a brand-
new position to represent contemporary cars. We all agreed 
that this would better represent new members, many of whom 
might be driving new FIATs. They could each focus on tech 
articles relating to the two categories that could be published 
as monthly items in the newsletter. Bert also suggested send-
ing a hardcopy letter with PP reply postcard to those who 
have dropped off the member list to get feedback and possibly 
renewed interest.

• David Moise suggested making personal phone calls to these 
people, as well as to other members, as another option. He and 
Carrie will follow up with this effort (and may recruit a few 
others like Dan R.).  

Winter Driving Tips, continued from page 4

good Samaritans who get out to help 
other motorists, inspect damage, or take 
pictures are struck, killed, or narrowly 
missed by other vehicles. The reason for 
this is that motorists often experience a 
phenomenon called “target fixation” at 
collision or emergency scenes; by staring 
at disabled vehicles or the people standing 
outside them for too long, some drivers 
unwittingly head right for them. After all, 
as mentioned before, you unconscious-
ly tend to steer in the direction you’re 
looking. Bad weather conditions can also 
obscure visibility, adding to the general 
confusion among drivers.

In blinding snowstorms, remember 
that people walking to seek help can be-
come quickly disoriented and frostbitten. 
Another reason to stay in your car is so 
that emergency personnel can locate you 
easier. State Patrol advises that if you’re 
stranded or see someone in trouble, it’s 
best to stay in your vehicle and call for 
help, regardless of how compelled you feel 
to get out and help others or even yourself.

5. Drive your own path, not that of 
others. One well-intentioned tip some-
times offered is to drive in the tracks of 
the vehicle in front of you if fresh snow is 
falling, to take advantage of slightly better 
traction and to use the tracks as a guide. 
This can indeed be helpful sometimes, 
but be aware that this tends to cause your 
eyes to drop to the space right in front 
of you to follow the tracks—not up way 
ahead down the road where you should 
be looking. It also can lead you to unwit-
tingly repeat whatever positioning errors 
the vehicles ahead are committing—even 
to the point of nearly veering off the road 
if the shoulder lines are hidden by snow. 
Avoid blindly following others!

6. Keep your wheel wells cleared. 
Some cars (although not all) are prone to 

Winter Driving Tips, continued on page 12

January Meeting’s Program:  Japan!

Don’t forget to join us at our next regular FEN North 
End meeting at Spiro’s in Shoreline on January 6, when 
Rex Rice presents a show of his and Carrie’s monthlong 
October trip in Japan. It should be a lovely evening as we 
armchair-travel to a land of supreme contrasts—where 
big cities of bustling, unimaginable density exist alongside 
exquisitely idyllic countrysides, coastlines, and ancient, 
centuries-old temples.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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The New FIAT Doblò Cargo 
named “Light Van of the Year”
Press release from Turin, Italy, December 17, 2015

The new FIAT Doblò Cargo has been named “Light Van of the 
Year” at the “2016 What Van? Awards” held by UK’s premier 

title offering light commercial vehicle buying and selling advice.
At the awards ceremony held in London, the “What Van?” 

judging panel—an expert editorial panel comprising decades 
of experience in the industry—was impressed by the new FIAT 
Professional vehicle launched last February and emphasised its 
class-leading attributes such as its excellent driving dynamics and 
comfort, and its segment-leading load and volume capacities as 
well as its solidity, robustness, and breadth of range.

Now in its fourth generation, the New Doblò Cargo therefore 
confirms the all-round qualities of the model, which has amassed 
more than 1.4 million sales since it was launched in 2000, and 
which has won the “What Van?” accolade four times previously. 
FIAT Professional’s new vehicle features a fresh exterior design, 
as well as a series of technical and functional enhancements that 
ensure superior performance levels (torque response has improved 
by up to 40 percent in city driving) and excellent road handling 
and driving comfort—courtesy of its sophisticated independent 
wheel bi-link rear suspension (segment-leading).

With a payload of up to one tonne and a load volume of up 
to 5.4 m3, the New Doblò Cargo has impressive carrying capacity, 

Photo credits

On this page: Photos from FIATprofessionalpress.
com.
Opposite page:  All photos from Netcarshow.com.

The “What Van?” judging panel 
was impressed by the new FIAT 
Professional vehicle launched  
last February and emphasised  
its class-leading attributes such  
as its excellent driving dynamics 
and comfort, its segment-leading 
load and volume capacities as  
well as its solidity, robustness,  
and breadth of range.
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both in terms of weight and size, which makes it ideal for commer-
cial use. Its engine range provides low running costs and emissions, 
while a large number of variants are offered, from vans to special 
vehicles, including versions that have been converted for specific 
uses. In short, this makes for an excellent range of choice for any 
business looking to either expand or make changes to their fleet.

Depending on the market, the New Doblò Cargo is available 
in four body styles (Cargo, Combi, WorkUp, and Load platform), 
two height variants and two wheelbase lengths. The engine range 
comprises six turbo diesel engines—1.3 MultiJet II (75 and 90 
HP), 1.6 MultiJet II (100 and 105 HP), a 90-HP 1.6 MultiJet II with 
robotised gearbox, and a 135-HP 2.0 MultiJet II—and three petrol 
power trains: a 95-HP 1.4, a 120-HP 1.4 TurboJet, and a 120-HP 
1.4 TurboJet (petrol/methane). Furthermore, the range has been 
extended with the new “EcoJet” version—dedicated to the 90-HP 
1.3 MultiJet II and the 105-HP 1.6 MultiJet II versions—engi-
neered to lower fuel consumption and reduce running costs even 
further (by up to 15 percent).

Sold in more than 80 different countries, including North 
America where it retails as the RAM Promaster City, the New 
Doblò Cargo is produced in the Tofaş plant in Bursa (Turkey), one 
of the world’s best automotive factories, which has received a 
World Class Manufacturing Gold Medal.   

The endorsement to the fourth generation of the FIAT Profession-
al commercial vehicle was awarded by UK’s premier specialised 
publication. “What Van?” judges were impressed by the new FIAT 
Doblò Cargo’s excellent driving dynamics, robust durability, and 
expansive range.

[Please note that this vehicle is available  
in most of Europe as well as in Argentina, 
Paraguay, Peru, and Singapore.  And—
whaddaya know—even in the US, as the  
Ram Promaster City (Dodge Ram). —Ed.]
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Club Officers
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Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North)
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South)  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 
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LeRoy Mietzner
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Leroy@mietzners.net
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miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member Rep/Vintage Cars
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Board Member Rep/New Cars
Alex Sargeant
206-303-9367
alexsar@yahoo.com

significant snow and ice buildup inside the wheel wells, especially 
at highway speeds. The snow can accumulate to the point that the 
extra unbalanced weight causes a vehicle to shimmy or wobble, 
similar to a flat tire. Always keep a long-handled tool, such as a 
shovel or sturdy snowbrush with an ice scraper, handy in the car 
for scooping out this extra snow or hardened ice.

7. Never attempt to pass a snowplow on the right unless 
you have absolutely clear visibility. Newer plow technology uses 
wider wings that can clear both the lane of travel and the shoulder 
simultaneously. And billowing snow clouds can prevent a driver 
attempting to pass on the right from seeing this extra-wide blade 
until it’s too late.

8. Turn on your hazard flashers to warn others of sudden 
slowdowns. Briefly putting on your emergency flashers to alert 
drivers behind you of a sudden slowdown or problem up ahead 
can provide valuable warning time, especially if these motorists are 
going too fast for conditions or visibility is poor (not that THAT 
ever happens). This safety tactic is used frequently in Europe.

9. To pull off, or not? And where? Sometimes a driver needs 
or wants to pull off because of an emergency, fatigue, nerves, lack 
of visibility, or fast-deteriorating conditions. But this is often a 
judgment call depending on the situation. If you’re traveling uphill 
(like a mountain pass) or in a place with very narrow shoulders, or 
there’s just a lot of traffic going by (especially semi tractor-trailers), 
it may actually be safer for you to just keep going slowly rather than 
pull off altogether—and put you and others at risk of a collision 
when you try to get back on again. And if you need to get off of a 
highway or interstate during a blinding snowstorm, try to find a 
ramp with an overpass under which you can park temporarily. The 
overpass will provide shelter and keep your car clearer of snow.

10. Always keep your headlights on in bad weather condi-
tions, or even when it’s overcast. The reasons why should be 
obvious! And don’t depend on your daytime running lights 
either—you want people behind you to see your taillights sooner. 
The quicker people can see you, the safer you’ll be.   

Winter Driving Tips, continued from page 9
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FEN Calendar
Jan 6  Regular club meeting (North) at Spiro’s 
Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, Shoreline, 
206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come 
early for dinner. Evening program will be Rex 
Rice showing his and Carrie’s travels in Japan.

Jan 25  Triple XXX All-italian Car Show 
Planning meeting at the Triple XXX Rootbeer 
Drive-In Restaurant, 98 NE Gilman Blvd, 
Issaquah. Meeting begins at 6 pm, Interested 
members are invited to attend. In addition to 
explanations of rules and other important matters, 
there are door prizes and opportunities to meet 
other area car club leadership folks.

Feb 3  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

March 2  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner.

March 12  Shamrock Rallye led by Bert 
Cripe. This one-day rallye begins and ends in 
Everett. We are calling it a rallye because it has 
about a dozen riddles to answer, if you care to do 
so, that are just plain silly puns—real groaners! 
Details will appear in upcoming newsletters. Please 
RSVP to Bert Cripe at spiders@wavecable.com.

March—TBD  The Citroen Club’s 
Spring Drive. Details to come when they are 
available.

April 17  10th Annual All Italian Car 
Show at the Triple XXX Restaurant, Issaquah, 
Washington. Details to follow once known.

April 23  Driving Event: MG Car Club’s 
35th Annual Tulip Rallye. All makes of cars are 
welcome! This event is a gimmick rallye in place 
of time/distance checkpoints, so everyone will 
be able to compete successfully. All you need is a 
sharp eye and a sense of humor. Please note that 
speed is not recommended, nor an advantage!
     Each car club (with 5 cars minimum entries 
and participating in the rallye) will have a First 
Place finish award. Non-Club entrants can 
compete in the “open” class. It is recommended 
that you pack a picnic lunch to enjoy along the 
way or at the end point while the scores are being 
tabulated. Preregistration will close on April 12th. 
Any mailed entries must be postmarked by April 
12th. The registration form PDF will be posted 
here once it is available.

May 4  Regular club meeting (North) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner.

May—TBD  Spring Primavera Tour 
hosted by the Pruczinskis.

June 1  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early 
for dinner from the regular menu.

July 1–3  SOVREN’s Pacific Northwest 
Historic and Car Corral. Details to be 
announced when known.

July 9  Presumed date of FEN Annual July 
Picnic. Details to be announced when known.

July TBD  Driving Event: Southeast/King-
Pierce County Tour. Details to be announced 
when known.

Check the FEN website for more exciting events!
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

FIAT India may relaunch original Punto hatchback as Punto Pure: Report (International Business Times January 
1, 2016)  http://www.ibtimes.co.in/fiat-india-may-relaunch-original-punto-hatchback-punto-pure-report-661624

The FIAT 500 is now in family-friendly gear (Geelong Advertiser, December 6, 2015) 
http://www.geelongadvertiser.com.au/news/the-fiat-500-is-now-in-familyfriendly-gear/news-story/3149c263a9935
52d71910a51e0a5fcf6

FIAT’s Topolino will be a micro-sized city car to compete with Smart’s Fortwo (Digital Trends, December 28, 
2015) http://www.digitaltrends.com/cars/fiat-will-add-a-micro-sized-500-to-directly-compete-with-smarts-fortwo/ 

Bad vibrations as FIAT denies design fault with the 500 (The Guardian, December 19, 2015)
http://www.theguardian.com/money/2015/dec/19/fiat-500-design-fault-vibrate-steering-wheel

2017 FIAT 124 Spider dissected: design, powertrain, chassis, and more (Car and Driver, 
December 2015)  http://www.caranddriver.com/features/2017-fiat-124-spider-dissected-feature

Will Alfa Romeo be the big story for FIAT Chrysler in 2016? (Seeking Alpha, December 29, 2015)  
http://seekingalpha.com/article/3780056-will-alfa-romeo-be-the-big-story-for-fiat-chrysler-in-2016

Bentley, Maserati, Jaguar prop up reliability survey (Forbes, December 30, 2015)
http://www.forbes.com/sites/neilwinton/2015/12/30/bentley-maserati-jaguar-prop-up-reliability-survey/

Maserati offers masters’ tips at updated driving course (Luxury Daily, December 23, 2015)  
http://www.luxurydaily.com/maserati-offers-masters-tips-at-updated-driving-course/

Ferrari becomes separate company next week (Detroit Free Press, December 30, 2015) 
http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/cars/2015/12/31/ferrari-standalone/78138244/

Ferrari to add luxury goods, more theme parks (Detroit Free Press, December 31, 2015)  
http://www.freep.com/story/money/cars/2015/12/31/ferrari-fca-chrysler-wall-street-ipo/78087740/

Ferruccio Lamborghini movie in the works (Carscoops, January 1, 2015)  
http://www.carscoops.com/2016/01/ferruccio-lamborghini-movie-in-works.html
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