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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car 
(FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthu-
siasts who meet regularly throughout 
the year. In general, our club is geared 
towards social rather than the techni-
cal. The club is incorporated as a non-
profit club in Washington State and is 
an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 
Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December. A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings. The regu-
lar meeting location alternates month-
ly between Shoreline and Renton. We 
also hold a South Sound Social meeting 
(every other month) for those who 
live in Pierce and Thurston Counties. 
FEN also hosts rallies and other events 

throughout the year.

Welcome to an amazingly hot and dry summer; is this 
really Washington State or are we in California? As 

scary as thoughts of heat waves, rapidly receding glaciers, and 
a corresponding rise in sea levels and dangerous fire condi-
tions are, I know we’re way better off in the Northwest than our 
friends to the south and east. And despite our tendency to begin 
complaining when the mercury goes above 80, it really has been 
mostly pleasant driving and camping weather.

So we should all get out and enjoy the many upcoming 
summer events as much as we can. Although I’ve had to miss 
several of the May-June events, I always look forward to the 
4th of July SOVREN Historic Races at Pacific Raceway, a truly 
unique chance to park in the car corral, adjacent to the track 
and to the open pits. You can hang out and admire the many 
amazing collector car club examples, and wander through the 
pits to see a wide variety of race teams (from backyard specials 
that are driven to the track to huge semi-trailer–supported 
teams with shiny tools and multiple mechanics). Or admire the 
sights, sounds, and smells of vintage racing at one of the many 
interesting turn locations on the track. 

My favorite is to cross into the infield between races and 
find the shady spots with the tight downhill turns and lots of 
action. And don’t forget the two to three parade laps that we 
almost always get to drive during the lunch break. You can 
usually hang back a bit and at least get a little sense of speed 
on the backstretch (but I didn’t tell you this)! If you have time 
this coming Saturday, you may still be able to contact LeRoy to 
purchase one of our FEN club tickets.

I also love the break from the regular monthly meeting, re-
placed by the upcoming FEN picnic. This year it is being hosted 
again by our club President at the Smith-Jordan farm outside of 
Olympia. Don’t miss this almost always sunny and always fun 
event on Saturday, July 11.

And the following July weekend is the amazing Oregon ‘15 
FIAT campout near Ashland. If you’ve never had the oppor-
tunity to hang with this fun-loving group of FIAT-Lancia-Alfa 
super-enthusiasts, this is a must-do event. Yes, it’s a long drive to 
southern Oregon, but the location, the camping, the group meals, 
and the car-centric banter is great. And the people who show up 
from all over (mostly) the western states are the best.   

— David Moise, Vice President
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Along Came a  Topless 850:  
1967 FIAT 850 Spider Brochure  Article by Bert Cripe

FIAT created an inexpensive and 
youthful masterpiece with their 

new-in-the-USA-for-1967 850 Spider, 
an open-top sibling to the equally new 
and pretty 850 Sport Coupe. While the 
Sport Coupe was styled by Felice and 
Gian Boano and built in-house at FIAT, 
the Spider came from the pens and 
craftsmen at Bertone.

Its design was clever, combin-
ing the 850 platform’s water-cooled, 
rear-mounted longitudinal four-cylinder 
with a front trunk, notably roomy cabin, 
integrated metal convertible top boot, 
and aerodynamic lines. Its two-barrel–
carbureted, 843-cc engine made 52 hp 
that went to the rear wheels through a 
four-speed manual, and performance 
was nippy, considering its circa-1,600-
pound curb weight, fully independent 
suspension, and incredible 15-foot, 
¾-inch turning circle. Highway mileage 
could easily top 40 mpg, too.

This four-page 850 Spider brochure 
is undated and was printed in Italy by 
Gros Monti & C., in Torino. It shows 
the European version with flush glass 
headlamps and slender overrider-less 
bumpers; those imported to America 
this year did wear glass-covered head-
lamps of a different design, as well as 
rubber-tipped bumper overriders. It 
also illustrates the 850’s folding clever 
convertible top and optional removable 
hard top. http://blog.hemmings.com/
index.php/2015/06/09/along-came-a-
topless-850-1967-fiat-850-spider-bro-
chure/?refer=hsxweekly

Despite reasonable production num-
bers, very few of the early glass-covered 
headlamp 850 Spiders remain today. 
Have you ever experienced one?   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2015/06/09/along-came-a-topless-850-1967-fiat-850-spider-brochure/?refer=hsxweekly
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2015/06/09/along-came-a-topless-850-1967-fiat-850-spider-brochure/?refer=hsxweekly
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2015/06/09/along-came-a-topless-850-1967-fiat-850-spider-brochure/?refer=hsxweekly
http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2015/06/09/along-came-a-topless-850-1967-fiat-850-spider-brochure/?refer=hsxweekly


www.fiatnorthwest.org July 2015 The FIAT-isti   3 

www.fiatnorthwest.org


4   The FIAT-isti July 2015 www.fiatnorthwest.org

FIAT 500X – Scaling Cuteness  
to the World of Crossovers    
Article and photos by Steve Siler, New York Daily News,  June 17, 2015

E very car has a gimmick. At least the ones that aren’t bor-
ing do.
Case in point: The adorable FIAT 500, whose gimmick 

involves packing more cuteness per inch than most anything 
else on the road. Thing is, as with Mini’s huggable little Coo-
per, the FIAT 500’s eensy size is limiting. And cuteness, for 
that matter, isn’t for everyone.

So how can FIAT broaden its appeal? Is the 500’s charis-
matic styling scalable into a larger size? Here to answer both 
questions: the new 2016 FIAT 500X crossover.

Considerably larger than the 500 (and thus curing the 
size problem), the 500X fits into the subcompact crossover 
category, which is perhaps the hottest vehicle market segment 
on the planet right now. It goes head-to-head with the Hon-
da HR-V, Mazda CX-3, Nissan Rogue, Mini Cooper Coun-
tryman, and the 500X’s own platform-mate, the boxy Jeep 
Renegade.

The 500X is also the most masculine FIAT model sold 
in the US in a generation, sidestepping the scalable cuteness 

The 500X does what  

crossovers are supposed to do:  

Carry people and things with ease.

MSRP $31,600 (as tested)

ENGINE 2.4-liter 4-cylinder

POWER 180-horsepower

SAFETY Dual front, side and   

full-length side curtain 

airbags. Driver’s-side 

knee airbag.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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issue by, well, butching it up a bit. The proportions are stout, 
like the aforementioned Mini Cooper Countryman, with 
much of the smaller 500’s whimsy removed on account of 
elongated oval headlamps and fog lights, and aggressive skid-
plate-like elements in the bumper and lower air intakes.

The rear-end shuns the utilitarian vertical tailgate of 
many crossovers, opting instead for a stylish sloping tail. 
While this curtails cargo space somewhat, that’s the price of 
fashion, and Italians are nothing if not willing to trade func-
tion for fashion.

The 500X rides high, giving a commanding view of the 
road ahead as well as a convincingly SUV-like road stance. 
Yet getting in and out through the generously sized doors 

doesn’t require hoisting oneself in the 
way larger sport-utes often demand of 
their occupants.

Outward vision through the huge 
windows is terrific, and the full-length 
moonroof on our tester gave the cabin 
a particularly sunny disposition. This 
is a well-packaged, well thought-out, 
and eminently livable vehicle.

Our test car arrived in a snappy 
“Bronzo Magnetico,” (bronze metallic) 
with a “Cuoio Aniticato” (tobacco-col-
or) leather interior. The leather surfac-
es have a pleasingly soft quality that’s 
not usually found in cars of this class, 
and really must be felt to be believed.

We found the rear seat spacious 
enough to handle the physiques of 
four grown men and their wares for a 
daylong hiking excursion. On anoth-
er occasion, we folded the split sec-
ond-row seats down and packed the 
500X full of donations for our local 
Out of the Closet second-hand store.

In other words, the 500X does 
what crossovers are supposed to do: 
Carry people and things with ease.

As for that other aspect of cross-
over-ness—the ability to traverse 
muddy or rocky terrain—unfortu-
nately, we weren’t able to evaluate that 
during our fair-weather, urban-based 
week with the 500X. The car did have 
all-wheel drive, but with little by way 
of slippery topography to traverse, we 
noted only the lack of front wheel-
spin during full-throttle acceleration 
as proof of its seamless all-wheel 
driving.

It does offer more ground clear-
ance than other FIAT models, but if 
you’re really into off-roading in a cute-
ute, Jeep offers the rough-and-tumble 
Renegade Trailhawk, complete with a 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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sophisticated electronic four-wheel drive system that we have 
thoroughly vetted.

Our 500X “Trekking Plus” also came equipped with the 
FIAT’s 2.4-liter four-cylinder engine and nine-speed auto-
matic transmission (this powertrain comes standard on every 
500X save for the base “Pop” model).

With 180-horsepower and 175 lb-ft. of torque, the en-
gine is on the muscular side within the segment in terms of 
output. But unlike many of its competitors, fuel economy for 
the all-wheel-drive model fails to rise above 30 mpg on the 
highway (city mpg is 21), where many of its competitors play.

The good news is that, unlike some other tiny utes (ahem, 
the new Honda HR-V) the 500X does not feel slow, especially 
if you dial the dynamic drive selector to sport, which livens 
up the throttle response and raises shift points higher and 
closer to the engine’s productive high-rpm range.

Alas, everything has its price. Our Trekking Plus AWD 
model, which brings sexy black-and-silver 18-inch wheels, a 
suite of safety features including blind spot assist, rear cross 
path assist, and collision warning, bases at $28,000 and came 
in at $31,600.

That’s hardly cheap, and it’s worth noting that many of 
this top-shelf model’s goodies are available on the 500X’s 
lesser trim levels as options.

But as a product, what we can say about the 500X is that 
it is charming, entertaining, and yes, broadens FIAT’s appeal 
to a new set of customers.

Is the cuteness scalable? Not entirely, but the FIAT charis-
ma certainly is.   

The leather surfaces have  

a pleasingly soft quality  

that’s not usually found in cars  

of this class, and really must  

be felt to be believed.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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In Training To Own a FIAT  By Rex Rice

As part of a car trade, I assumed ownership of an air compressor. Screwed to a board was a small electric 
motor belted to a compressor motor without an air tank. It came with an air hose and a small spray gun.  
I had painted one of my cars with a hand-pumped Flit fly sprayer, so this seemed like professional 
equipment to me.  I bought two quarts of sky-blue enamel and painted my ‘38 Ford convertible. Other than 
the many runs and orange peel, it looked great. Shortly afterward, my friend Jimmy bought an orange 1936 
Pontiac coupe without his father’s permission. He kept it hidden at my house since his father would kill him 
(really), if he found out.

Another problem: Jimmy didn’t know how to drive. His father had loudly announced:  “I refuse to allow any 
of my children to drive a car until they are 21 years old, when I’ll no longer be responsible for their actions.” 
Since Jimmy was only 16, he had a long wait. Impatient, he bought the Pontiac and I began to give him 
driving lessons.  After several failed attempts at starting out using the clutch, Jimmy finally got the hang of 
it, and we started down the road.  After three blocks, I told Jimmy to turn right at the next corner.  Turn he 
did, but without slowing down.  The man in the picture window watched in horror as the orange Pontiac slid 
sideways across his freshly planted lawn and died right in front of him.

Acting quickly, Jimmy and I switched places and I started the engine and tore out of there, throwing dirt 
and grass seedlings against the wall under the window where the owner stood, still paralyzed, mouth 
open. I drove straight to my house, where we immediately painted the car with my leftover blue paint.   
We were never caught…. 

New FIAT 124 Spider: First Spy Shots!

New spyshots have emerged that appear to show 
the Mazda MX-5–based model undergoing testing 
in Detroit.  Although very little detail can be gleaned 
from the heavy body cladding of the roadster, it’s 
possible to make out a longer bonnet than the 
fourth-generation MX-5 on which it will be based. 
The overall dimensions appear similar, but the rear 
end looks to be raised up and bolder in profile.

From www.autoexpress.co.uk

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.autoexpress.co.uk
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NWARC and FEN  
Sport Driving Event  
August 12, 2015

On Wednesday,  August 12, we invite our friends at AROO and 
FEN to join us for an afternoon of spirited driving, camaraderie, 
and good times. This is a late afternoon Sport Driving event being 
held at Pacific Raceways in Kent, and it is an open-lapping format 
designed to provide club members and guests the thrill of driving 
their beloved Alfas and FIATs in a spirited manner on a closed 
road course. This is a closed event for NWARC-AROO-FEN mem-
bers and invited guests … and of course members may still join in 
the fun with another vehicle if you don’t currently have a running 
Alfa or FIAT.

Previous driver skills or car control course experience is recom-
mended as a prerequisite for this event. However, all levels of 
driving skill and experience are encouraged to register, as there 
will be basic car control exercises and in-car instructors available 
for drivers with minimal track experience.  There will also be time 
set aside for a “tour” of the road course for those who would like 
to take a spirited drive in their special vehicles (perfect for vintage 
cars and spiders).

Check-in and Drivers Meeting: 4 pm

Open track: 5 pm–9 pm

Registration Fee: $185 

Registration ends on August 10, 2015, 11:59 PM PDT

Please be sure your vehicle is in good mechanical condition, with 
no visible fluid leaks or loose parts hanging from the exterior or 
underneath the vehicle. Check your tire wear and tire pressure 
the day before the event, as well as engine oil and coolant levels 
and fill if necessary.  All vehicles will be subjected to a basic tech-
nical inspection before being allowed on the track. Please remove 
all loose items from the interior of your vehicle prior to arriving.

You will need to be a member of AROC (NWARC or AROO)  
and/or FEN to participate in this event ... friends and family are 
always welcome to participate. If you haven’t yet joined, here is 
the perfect opportunity: http://www.aroc-usa.org/application.php.

The Northwest Alfa Romeo Club has been providing fun and 
informative Sport Driving events to club members, family, and 
friends, and the car enthusiast community in the Northwest for 
over 20 years.

Annual FEN Picnic 
July 11, 2015

The Annual FEN Club Picnic returns to 
Olympia at the home of our president. 

Times are 10 am to 4 pm.

Greg has an outdoor pizza oven that 
will be used to bake the main dish for 
the meal. Dough, sauce, and cheese 
will be provided, but it is BYOB if you 
care to AND be sure to bring whatev-
er toppings you would like to put on 
your pizza! Pizza baking will start at 
noon.

Please bring a side dish sized to share 
with 12 or 16 persons.  Also bring a 
couple of nonperishable food items 
for the local food bank. Greg will be 
collecting them to give to the agency 
of his choice in his community.

Dress for the weather.  Our location 
is 6809 Zangle Rd NE, Olympia  WA 
98506.  Easy directions are to head 
north from I-5 at exit 105 toward the 
Port of Olympia. Continue north for 
approximately 6 miles. Make an easy 
right turn onto Zangle Rd; our house is 
on the left, and drive straight back.

Important! Please RSVP to Gregory at 
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com or 360-705-
3193, so we know how many crusts to 
prepare.

See you there!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.aroc-usa.org/application.php
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Have a question? Contact Bert: 360-731-8758 or spiders@wavecable.com 

Saturday-Sunday-Monday, October 3, 4, & 5, 2015 

The registration fee is $350.00 for the 3-day event. 

Included in the registration fee (per two person team): 

 Two nights lodging at the Best Western in Newberg, Oregon. 
 Lunch and dinner on Sunday. 
 Breakfast on Sunday & Monday mornings in the hotel. 
 Route book with turn-by-turn route instructions & some useful info for along the way. 
 Some modest SWAG. 

Not included are lunch or dinner on Saturday nor lunch on Monday.  Registration fees will be 
adjusted, up or down as appropriate, for solo participants and for those needing special meals 
or accommodations. 

This event is a self-guided tour with the majority of driving on two-lane country roads.  We 
choose the route based on the sights to see, challenge of the roads, and places to visit.  Please 
feel free to drive at your own pace and stop as much, or as little as you like.  Remember all 
speed limits and driving laws apply.  Ample time is built into the schedule for sightseeing, 
wine tasting, and shopping. 

The combined info-registration packet is available for download at the event website: 

http://www.FallClassicTour.com 

A list of confirmed participants may be viewed at: 

http://www.FallClassicTour.com/list.htm 

Fifth in the Fall Classic Tour Adventure Series 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
July 3–5  SOVREN Historics at PIR. 
Details in the March newsletter and at www.
northwesthistorics.com/theguild/contact-
us/tickets-info.

July 7  No South Sound Social this month.

July 11  Annual FEN Club picnic returns 
to Olympia at the home of our president.  
10 am to 4 pm. Please RSVP to Greg Smith at 
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com. See more details on 
page 8 or on www.fiatnorthwest.org.

July 12  Ducati Day, 11 am to 5 pm, 
Sumerian Brewing Company, 15510 
Woodinville-Redmond Rd NE, Building 
E-110, Woodinville, Washington. Come out 
to see Ducati motorcycles and Italian cars of 
all kinds and try different brews at this new 
brewery (www.sumerianbrewingco.com).

July 16–19  Mirafiori’s Oregon campout 
and track day near Ashland.

July 17–19  Micros at LeMay-America’s 
Car Museum, Tacoma, Washington. Details 
on www.microsatlemay.com.

August 5  Regular club meeting (South) 
at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd 
NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but 
come early for dinner from the regular menu.

August 12  Sport Driving Event with 
FEN and NWARC at Pacific Raceways, Kent, 
Washington. Details on page 8.

TBD  Viva Italia, the Alfa Romeo Club’s 
annual informal car show in Woodinville. 
Details will be posted once made known.

Sept 2  Regular club meeting (North) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at  
7 pm, but come early for dinner.

Sept 26–27  Seattle Festa Italiana at 
Seattle Center. Details at www.festaseattle.
com

Oct 3–5  Silver Falls Tour. Fifth in the 
Fall Classic Tour series. Three-day tour 
leaving from Washington, taking back roads 
into Oregon, and returning to Washington. 
Info-registration packets have been 
mailed to previous participants who have 
priority registration until July 1. On July 1, 
registration will open to first-timers. More 
details on page 9.

Oct 7  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd 
NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but 
come early for dinner from the regular menu.

Oct 18  Fall Leaves Tour. More info will 
be posted once announced by the Rians. 
Contact the Rians at dsrian@frontier.com for 
more info.

Nov 4  Regular club meeting (North) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at  
7 pm, but come early for dinner.

Check the FEN website for more exciting calendar events!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.northwesthistorics.com/theguild/contact-us/tickets-info
http://www.northwesthistorics.com/theguild/contact-us/tickets-info
http://www.northwesthistorics.com/theguild/contact-us/tickets-info
http://fiatnorthwest.org/
http://www.sumerianbrewingco.com
http://www.microsatlemay.com/
www.festaseattle.com
www.festaseattle.com
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A big thank you to all our new and renewing members!  
If you haven’t paid your dues yet, send a check or money order 
(payable to “FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest”) to:

FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest, Membership
4211 210th Place NE
Sammamish, WA 98074

You can also now pay your dues using PayPal by going to the FEN 
website (www.fiatnorthwest.org) and following the Membership 
link on the left side of the homepage. Just click on the Member-
ship Renewal PayPal button to have your dues transferred using 
your own PayPal account, or your debit or credit card. Or you 
may pay LeRoy Meitzner in person at one of the monthly club 
meetings. He accepts cash, checks, or debit/credit cards.

Renewing Members
Zbigniew Tomalik  Tracy Kingstone
Ray and Susan Boyjian  Charles Gold

FEN June Membership Report

FEN Meeting  
Minutes
June 3, 2015

President Greg Smith called the 
South End meeting to order at 
7:07 pm at Amante’s Restaurant 
in Renton. Twelve members were 
present.

Treasurer’s Report:  
Treasurer Leroy Meitzner was unable 
to attend, so there was no treasurer’s 
report at the meeting.

Reports and Announcements:  
Recommendations for a “good 
mechanic” list were collected  
for publication in the newsletter. 
(See this page for more details.)

The annual picnic will be on July 11, 
10 am to 4 pm at Greg Smith’s house. 
Attendees are to bring a pizza topping, 
a side dish, and your own beverage. 
See more details on page 8.

The Oregon Miafiori is July 16–17. 
For more information, contact  
Greg Smith.

The LeMay Car Museum is hosting a 
Micro Car show on July 17–19.

The meeting ended with the door 
prize drawings at 7:20 pm. The 
meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.   

Respectfully submitted,  
Carrie Rice, South End Secretary

Repair Shop Recommendations
Looking for a reliable, honest place?  
FENsters recommend their favorites!
Evergreen Electric
South Central in Kent,  WA (Gene’s recommendation)

Filmore Street Garage
614 Fillmore Street, Port Townsend,  WA 
360-385-3353 
Roy Parkinson, Ex-FIAT mechanic

Port Townsend Muffler & Fabrication
Mike welds Fiat 124 Spyder door hinges for a very reasonable cost. 
360-379-9011, or email at ptfm07@gmail.com

Sound Starter & Alternator Rebuild 
5106 North Pearl Street, Tacoma 
253-759-8080 
www.soundstarterandalternator.com

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.soundstarterandalternator.com
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Club Officers 

President:
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President:
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North):
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South):  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership:  
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor:  
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member at Large: 
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

Future of FIAT and  
Alfa Romeo in the US
Article by Alex Sargeant

Abig and surprising anouncement was made by Olivier 
Francois, FIAT global brand czar, at the Automotive 

News Europe Congress in Birmingham, England, on June 
23. It appears that now the upcoming 2016 FIAT 124 Spider 
will be last new model for FIAT in North America for quite 
some time. Panis feels the brand is complete with the 500, 
500C, Abarth, AbarthC, 500L, and 500X models, in addition 
to the new roadster. The 2016 FIAT 124 Spider is set to debut 
at the Los Angeles Auto Show in mid-November. The 500X is 
available at dealerships now.

“We built good brand equity around FIAT,” Francois said. 
“I am not going to force a product that doesn’t fit into the 
brand. We have to be realistic. I am not going to move the 
needle on sales in the North American market share with 
FIAT. So I am not going to force the issue of what the brand 
stands for.”

Emphasis for the expansion of Italian automobiles in 
America is being shifted by FCA to the Alfa Romeo marque. 
FCA kicked things off for Alfa Romeo with great style in the 
town of Arese on June 24 with the introduction of the first 
all-new Alfa Romeo sedan in more than a decade. Against the 
backdrop of the grand reopening of the remodeled and ex-
panded Museo Storico Alfa Romeo, the world press was invit-
ed to witness the unveiling of the Quadrafoglio Verde version 
of the new Giulia sedan. The Quadrfoglio Verde (four-leaf 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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clover) has historically been reserved by Alfa Romeo to desig-
nate the highest level of performance in a model. In this case, 
a mere 510 hp in a four-door car that weighs in at about 3300 
lbs and goes 0–60 in 3.9 seconds! The low weight is achieved 
by the use of a carbon fiber hood and spoiler and generous 
amounts of aluminum in the body and suspension. The 3.0 
liter, twin-turbo V6 Maserati–derived engine is connected to 
the rear wheels via a manual transmission.

Tamer versions of the Giulia will be available, too. The 
base engine will be a 2.0 liter, turbocharged I4 rated at 200 
HP, and two milder versions of the 3.0 V6 will provide 
intermediate levels of horsepower powering both all-wheel-
drive and rear-wheel-drive variations. Europe will also get 
the 3.0 liter, V6 turbo-diesel currently offered by Maserati in 
the Ghibli and the Ram in the 1500 pickup. No plans were 
announced to offer the diesel in the US version.

This hot Italian alternative to the BMW M3 will go on 
sale in Europe late this year and will appear in American 
showrooms in the spring. The tamer versions of the Giulia 
will follow later next year. All in all, it’s a great time to be a 
fan of Italian cars.   

Alex Sargeant is the Senior FIAT Enthusiast at Rairdon’s Maserati-Alfa  
Romeo-FIAT Kirkland and a member of FEN.

Photo credits:  Opposite page: Olivier Francois; 
www.adweek.com. Above, top to bottom: 
Museo Storico Alfa Romeo exterior; http://
st.ilfattoquotidiano.it; MSAR interior: www.
cittametropolitana.mi.it; Giulia front and rear; 
www.gannett-cdn.com. Left: Giulia interior;  
http://3.bp.blogspot.com.
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

New FIAT to launch July 4th, as US sales collapse (24/7 Wall Street, June 28, 2015) 
http://247wallst.com/autos/2015/06/28/new-fiat-to-launch-july-4th-as-u-s-sales-collapse/

Review: 2016 FIAT 500X test drive (Fox News, June 29, 2015)   
http://www.foxnews.com/leisure/2015/06/29/2016-fiat-500x-test-drive/

New FIAT 124 Spider: first spy shots (Autoexpress, June 25, 2015) 
http://www.autoexpress.co.uk/fiat/90395/new-fiat-124-spider-first-spy-shots

FIAT Bravo successor test mule spied in Italy (World Car Fans, June 30, 2015) 
http://www.worldcarfans.com/115070195992/fiat-bravo-successor-test-mule-spied-in-italy

Alfa Romeo greats—10 cars the Giulia has to live up to (Evo, July 1, 2015)  
http://www.evo.co.uk/alfa-romeo/16258/alfa-romeo-greats-10-cars-the-giulia-has-to-live-up-to

Alfa Romeo opens museum with mouthwatering historical collection (Gizmag, July 1, 2015)   
http://www.gizmag.com/alfa-romeo-museum-milan/38255/

FIAT Chrysler unveils new Alfa Romeo sedan for US (USA Today, June 24, 2015)  
http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/cars/2015/06/24/alfa-romeo-fiat-chrysler/29228677/ 

Epic Dargle to Dargle journey in a 1965 Alfa Romeo (Traveller 24, June 29, 2015)  
http://traveller24.news24.com/News/Epic-Dargle-to-Dargle-journey-in-a-1965-Alfa-Romeo-20150628

Chinese-made Maserati Ghibli tuning pack looks outstanding (Carscoops, June 30, 2015)  
http://www.carscoops.com/2015/06/chinese-made-maserati-ghibli-tuning.html

Maserati interior wrecked by paint as owner swerves to avoid dog (The Inquisitr, June 28, 2015)   
http://www.inquisitr.com/2207862/maserati-interior-wrecked-by-paint-as-owner-swerves-to-avoid-dog/

One-of-a-kind Maserati Boomerang concept car offered for sale (Carscoops, June 30, 2015)  
http://www.carscoops.com/2015/06/one-of-kind-maserati-boomerang-concept.html
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