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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car 
(FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthu-
siasts who meet regularly throughout 
the year. In general, our club is geared 
towards social rather than the techni-
cal. The club is incorporated as a non-
profit club in Washington State and is 
an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 
Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December. A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings. The regu-
lar meeting location alternates month-
ly between Shoreline and Renton. We 
also hold a South Sound Social meeting 
(every other month) for those who 
live in Pierce and Thurston Counties. 
FEN also hosts rallies and other events 
throughout the year.

Summer is officially here! I hope you are able to join your 
fellow vintage and new FIAT drivers on some events this 

year. There’s something for everyone, like the most recent 
drive hosted by Dave and Tina Pruczinski, and our fellow 
Alfa enthusiasts’ Garden Tour. Upcoming events include car 
shows and our own annual picnic at our place in Olympia.

I was planning on joining the club on the Primavera 
Tour, with even Elinor coming along. I got my ‘77 Lancia 
Scorpion ready the day before—nothing major, just tire pres-
sure and fluid checks. We headed out early the next morn-
ing for the transit from Olympia to Marysville. Presently, a 
rattly noise from the engine bay behind our heads caught my 
attention, prompting a visual check at a convenient offramp 
interchange.

Somewhere between my garage and the side of the road 
was the nut for my alternator pulley. With it missing, the 
pulley was loose on the shaft and causing the rattle. We 
turned around while also trying to get in touch with folks 
at the tour, so they could start without us. We made it most 
of the way home before the pulley came into contact with a 
nearby coolant hose and at the same time stopped turning 
the alternator. At this point I called AAA.

This breakdown was my own fault … I think I didn’t 
fully tighten the nut after doing some charging system work. 
After our flatbed ride home, I found a replacement nut in my 
spares and obtained the necessary hose and a M12x1.25 die 
to repair the threads of the alternator shaft. Before the end 
of the day the Scorpion was road-ready, but we were disap-
pointed to have missed the event.

Sometimes the smallest detail can cause your plans to go 
awry. What methods do you use to check your work?   

— Greg Smith, President
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Allure of the Automobile
Article by Bert Cripe

If, like me, you have a real passion 
for driving on back roads, then you 

should enjoy this installment: Classic 
Rally Press Ltd (www.classicrallypress.
co.uk/home.html). 

Here you will find stories and 
photos about vintage cars being driven 
in events across Europe, such as the 
Liege-Brescia-Liege rally. Covering 
about 200 miles per day for 10 days, it 
begins in Belgium, crosses Germany 

and Austria, and loops through Slovenia. After a layover in 
Brescia, Italy, its participants drive back to Belgium to com-
plete the event! This is a re-creation of the 1958 event when 
58 people set out in 27 micro cars.

Their Micro Marathon is another event for pre-1975 cars 
up to 700 cc and prewar cars up to 1,000 cc. The economic 
downturn seems to have stalled efforts, but there are plenty 
of stories to read and photos to see. View this 4-minute video 
to get an idea of what this is all about: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=a19eq2axPNI (“Liege-Brescia-Liege Rally 
2008—Microcars head up the Passo di Pordoi, Italy”).   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.classicrallypress.co.uk/home.html
www.classicrallypress.co.uk/home.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a19eq2axPNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a19eq2axPNI
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Designer Sylvain Viau Imagines  
the Hover Cars We Were Promised
Article by Christopher Jobson; pictures by Sylvain Viau
Colossal,  April 21, 2015

F or his ongoing series Flying Cars, French designer Sylvain 
Viau (www.svdesign.fr) digitally edits photographs of 

cars into sleek, wheel-less hover cars that appear to float just 
above the ground. Viau not only uses his own photography to 
create these sci-fi cars, but is fortunate to claim many of the 
actual cars among his own collection. He originally worked 
only with 1980s Citroën vehicles because of their classic 
space-age design, but has continued to branch out over 
the last few months to include cars from Peugeot, Toyota, 
and Renault. You can see many more at www.behance.net/
gallery/17907655/Flying-cars.   

Thanks to Fred Russell for alerting us to this fun article! — Ed.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.svdesign.fr/
https://www.behance.net/gallery/17907655/Flying-cars
https://www.behance.net/gallery/17907655/Flying-cars
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How Being a Better Driver  
Makes You Better at Life  Article by Mi Ae Lipe

As a traffic safety advocate, one of my interests is explor-
ing what truly motivates people. One strategy is to give 

them something they can apply to other parts of their life. 
And I have a dangerous idea. What if better driving could be 
presented as a form of self-help? It’s an $11 billion industry in 
America alone!

After all, the skills to make you a better driver make you a 
better person.

Driving is truly a metaphor for how we go through life. 
And if you don’t believe me, just go to Costco on a Saturday 
morning and you’ll see an exact microcosm of what’s on the 
street—the dawdlers, the left-lane hoggers, the people yakking 
on their cell phones slowing down in the aisles, the speeders-
around-the-corner, the ones who are situationally aware and 
courteous about letting you go by, and the ones who are just 
plumb oblivious.

It’s no secret that we drive exactly as our personalities, 
character traits, and habits dictate. There are numerous 
published and academic studies quantifying this, and it’s a 
foundation for the GDE Matrix (Goals for Driver Education), 
which was pioneered in Finland and is used in driving cur-
ricula in Sweden and other European countries.

Part of the foundation behind GDE is that a person’s own 
life goals and values profoundly affect their level of risk-tak-
ing and ability on the road, as well as their ability to be 
situationally aware and honestly self-assess. We drive exactly 
how we are as people, in terms of our personality, ego, habits, 
life values, ability to plan, confidence levels, social skills, and 
general outlook.

People who are bad at planning in their personal and 
work life are often not good at anticipating situations on the 
road. People who feel very confident, feel entitled, and are 
used to getting their way tend to speed, take more risks, and 
cut off others. And drivers who are more prudent, careful, 
and good in relationship-building tend to be more courteous 
to other road users.

So here are some skills for the road … and for life.

Driving is truly a metaphor for 

how we go through life. Just go to 

Costco on a Saturday morning and 

you’ll see an exact microcosm of 

what’s on the street—the dawdlers, 

the left-lane hoggers, the people 

yakking on their cell phones slowing 

down in the aisles, the speeders-

around-the-corner, the ones 

who are situationally aware and 

courteous about letting you go by, 

and the ones who are just plumb 

oblivious.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Looking up far ahead.
Of the many different types of driving—street, high-perfor-
mance, evasive, autocross, racing, offroad, rally—the one 
technique they all share is that their drivers must look ahead 
as far as possible to scan upcoming situations. If drivers look 
only at the spaces directly in front of them, they don’t see the 
big picture; they get “behind” and catching up may be diffi-
cult or downright dangerous. Looking up far ahead is crucial 
to see hazards, assess risk, and have the space and time to 
plan for evolving or unexpected situations. The same thing is 
true for life—for exactly the same reasons.

Learn to let go.
Too many of us feel our hackles go up when a thoughtless 
driver cuts us off, drifts while yakking on a cell phone, or 
gives us a provocative finger gesture. And what’s our first 
reaction? We feel hurt and violated, and boy do we want to 
show them, dispense a little revenge.

A lot of what happens on the road really has nothing 
to do with us—other drivers may have had arguments with 
their boss or spouse, and they just happen to be taking it out 
on others in the anonymity of their vehicles. They may be on 
drugs, medication, or alcohol. They may be running late or 
under other stress. They might even be confused tourists just 
trying to find their way around, or plain unaware that they 
got in someone’s way or did a doe-headed thing.

And it doesn’t mean that we should act out in turn. In 
fact, in this age of drugs, guns, and mind-altering antidepres-
sants, retaliating these days can be very dangerous indeed. It’s 
just not worth it.

People waste a lot of time getting wrapped up in things 
that really don’t matter. They are easily threatened and they 
take things way too personally. They feel the need to bolster 
their ego by defending themselves offensively. And this hap-
pens not just on the road, but at work and at home with the 
family, spouses, friends, and colleagues.

In both driving and in life, there’s huge value in learning 
to relax, letting a lot of battles go, being constructive about 
dealing with conflict, not becoming combative, and also not 
getting caught up in the drama that others want to suck us 
into. It’s not our responsibility.

There’s a saying: “Expectation equals premeditated resent-
ment.” When you lower your expectations, life really does get 
a whole lot easier and less stressful.

Give yourself room—literally.
What’s a leading cause of collisions? 
Drivers following too closely! We all 
know that not leaving enough distance 
between one another causes drivers to 
be reactive, not proactive. You need a 
big enough safety cushion to allow for 
contingencies and absorb the move-
ments of others without disrupting 
traffic flow. It’s spatial insurance. 

And that translates to off the 
road as well: Too often we don’t leave 
enough padding in our own lives. It 
might be that 5 or 10 extra minutes 
beyond what we expect to get to a 
meeting, or not having enough savings 
in our bank accounts or insurance 
coverage for emergencies, or always 
pushing ourselves right to the limits 
of our time and energy. We’re often 
pretty poor about not giving ourselves 
enough clearance in life, and that fre-
quently compounds itself into bigger 
problems, partly because of another 
thing—not looking far enough ahead.

Be courteous to others.
This is so obvious that it may seem not 
worth mentioning, but it’s true. Driving 
is one of the few major daily activities 
where showing courtesy, respect, and 
cooperation are absolutely essential for 
the safety and efficiency of us all.

When we’re on the road, asking 
nicely, giving a little, letting someone 
in, and just being patient and empa-
thetic makes all of the difference in 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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the world between a good safe drive and a dangerous one.
When it comes to life, we’re always going to have a harder 

time if we’re always cutting others off, pushing the hot but-
tons of others, and being rude and presumptive. And we all 
know somebody who is like that and wonders why things 
don’t go well for them.

Empower yourself.
Many people view driving as a passive activity where they’re 
the victim: “This person’s tailgating me,” “I got cut off,” “She 
ran the red light and almost hit me.”

Much of what driving has become in America is people 
pressuring others to do something or conforming to what 
they want them to be. Maybe they want us to go faster or get 
out of their way. They’ll tailgate us on the freeway, or honk if 
they think we’re a nanosecond too slow off the line to accel-
erate from a light. Or they’ll bully us by cutting us off or be 
passive-aggressive about speed.

Everyone’s got a story about being a victim.
We live in a society that breeds blame, judgment, competi-
tion, finger-pointing, irrational argument, and frustration. 
We see it on the road every day through aggressive driving, 
road rage, the use of alcohol and drugs while driving, and 
just plain impatience and rudeness.

And you can see this negativity reflected in much of our 
society—our political leaders, TV reality shows, news and so-
cial media, and Internet user comments. It’s epidemic and con-
stantly being accepted in our society as new levels of “normal.”

The neat thing about all of this is that while you can’t al-
ways control what others do on the road, we can take charge 
of not putting ourselves in a bad situation!

• On the road, we can manage the space around us by 
treating everyone like they have the plague, and build-
ing a space bubble around us.

• We can gently slow our speed to get others to back off. 
It’s surprising just how often it works.

• Look in all directions for red-light runners before we go.
• Let others who want to go faster get around us safely.
• Don’t put ourselves in unnecessary risk (i.e., making 

several right turns instead of making a dangerous left 
turn, or not lingering in someone’s blind spot). 

• Be situationally aware, scan ahead, and at the ready at 
all times for anything to happen.

While you can’t always control 

what others do on the road, we 

can take charge of not putting 

ourselves in a bad situation!  

Much of this is not getting sucked 

into someone’s else drama, or, 

as they say in racing, driving 

someone else’s line. With practice, 

we can scan for signs of possible 

issues, avoid putting ourselves 

into potential paths of conflict in 

the first place, and respond more 

constructively to challenges.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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In Training To Own a FIAT      By Rex Rice

Reinstalling the engine in our 1948 Ford takes two people.  As one slides the engine into the engine 
compartment as it dangles from the chain hoist, the other lies on the floor of the car, giving directions to align 
the transmission with the engine.  We had overhauled the engine, installed new rings and rod bearings, and 
needed to get it running right away as it was our only car. Problem: Carrie is 8½ months pregnant. She can lie 
on her huge stomach for only a few moments, unable to breathe, so this simple task took a while as she took 
timeouts to gasp for air. She was wearing coveralls, unbuttoned due to her condition.  What a picture.

• The same is true in other parts of life—we can’t neces-
sarily control what everyone else does, but we always 
have the power to choose how we handle ourselves.

Again, much of this is not getting sucked into someone’s else 
drama, or, as they say in racing, driving someone else’s line. 
With practice, we can scan for signs of possible issues, avoid 
putting ourselves into potential paths of conflict in the first 
place, and respond more constructively to challenges.

 
Improve for the future, not obsess about the past. 
Driving well, whether it’s on the street or the racetrack, 
means continually focusing on doing better for the future, 
not getting stuck on what went wrong in the past. It is not 
that we shouldn’t recognize when we’ve done something 
wrong—we should acknowledge, examine what happened, 
and identify what we need to to correct it for the future—but 
then we need to move on.

People spend way too much time beating themselves 
up and regretting things throughout their entire lives—in a 
looping “could’a–would’a–should’a” syndrome. We should 
channel that energy to positively change, instead.

The great thing about driving is that there’s always anoth-
er fantastic opportunity to improve your skills.

The bestselling book The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth 
Stein is about a dog whose owner is an aspiring racecar 
driver, told from the dog’s point of view. If you haven’t read 
it, you definitely should—you’ll learn a surprising lot about 
driving, life, love, and loyalty. And also the mantra, “That 
which you manifest is before you.” The road can teach us 
great lessons in moving forward!   

Mi Ae Lipe is the author of the blog Driving in the Real World.  
Read more at www.drivingintherealworld.com.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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In addition to the charging system work on my ‘77 Lancia 
Scorpion, I recently made exhaust improvements I’d like 

to share. When I first got my car, it had a very loud “perfor-
mance” exhaust that made Lancia’s mid-engine sports car 
unpleasant to drive for long periods. My first improvement to 
the car consisted of obtaining and installing the stock Scorpi-
on exhaust system, which was a civilized improvement over 
the too-loud sport system.

A few years on, and as I made other improvements to the 
car, like converting to Bosch L-Jetronic fuel injection, I wanted 
to make it even quieter. A fellow Scorpion enthusiast sent me 
some key parts from the European Montecarlo version of my 
car. These included the Montecarlo manifold, downpipe, and 
J-pipe. I sourced the last stock Scorpion muffler that C. Obert 
and Co. had in stock, and began planning to swap the system.

Lancia named the car Montecarlo in Europe, but because 
the name Monte Carlo was taken in the US, they called it a 
Scorpion for our market.

The stock Scorpion system is a 4-1 arrangement, where 
the Montecarlo counterpart is a better-flowing 4-2-1 system. 
This means that rather than combining the exhaust gases 
quickly into one pipe right at the manifold, the improved 
system includes an intermediate step of combining the flow 
first from 4 to 2 pipes, then 2 to 1 pipe further downstream. 
The mufflers are the same.

First I had the Monte parts sandblasted, then I painted 
them with 2,000°F-rated paint and cured them in our oven. 

Budget Garage:  Scorpion Exhaust Upgrade
Article and pictures by Gregory Smith, FEN President

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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I was pleased at the dull silver finish that resulted (see the 
picture, above). I replaced the studs on the manifold and 
sourced a gasket to replace the one that the new system came 
with—it had seen better days. Because my car is converted to 
fuel injection, I also added a threaded bung for the O2 sensor 
(see the picture, opposite page, top right) where the pipes all 
come together.

Imagine my frustration when I removed the complete 
Scorpion system from my car, only to find that the Montecar-
lo system wouldn’t fit. I struggled under the back of the car 
for some time trying to see if I could rotate it this way or that, 
but to no avail. I went back to my manuals and other docu-
mentation to see what my mistake was. At first, I assumed a 
problem with the muffler, but it matched the photos in my 
factory manual. It was while studying these images that I no-
ticed a difference in the muffler mounts compared to my car 
(see the picture, opposite page, top margin).

The images showed the hangers reversed in orienta-
tion, and further study revealed that the hangers used 2 of 
3 possible mounting points. By reversing the mounts and 
using a different set of the 3 holes, I fit the system inside the 
rear body work (pictures at right). Additionally, I fabricated 
a bracket to triangulate the downpipe to block, mimicking a 
stock bracket that I could not obtain (see the picture, oppo-
site page, bottom margin).

Using a sound meter app on my phone, I had already 
made noise measurements of the stock system. The stock but 
old system measured a notable 73 dB and measured 5 feet 
from the tailpipe at idle. The newer system and new muffler 
measured 63 dB, a pleasant improvement. Test driving 
showed slightly less improvement while underway, but 
conversation and music are both easier to hear. Overall, I’m 
happy with the improvement!   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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And a Friendly  
Reminder…

FENsters should inform  
treasurer LeRoy Mietzner  
and webmaster Bert Cripe  
when they change their  
email addresses.

We’ve had instances where folks 
changed their emails awhile 
back and now wonder why they 
stopped getting Club emails.

Thank you for keeping us up to 
date!

A big thank you to all our new and renewing members!  
A gentle reminder that if you haven’t paid your dues yet, send 
a check or money order (payable to “FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west”) to:

FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest 
Membership
4211 210th Place NE
Sammamish, WA 98074

You can also now pay your dues using PayPal by going to 
the FEN website (www.fiatnorthwest.org) and following the 
Membership link on the left side of the homepage. Just click 
on the Membership Renewal PayPal button to have your dues 
transferred using your own PayPal account, or your debit or 
credit card. Or you may pay LeRoy Meitzner in person at one 
of the monthly club meetings. He can accept cash, checks, or 
debit/credit cards.

New Members (welcome!)
Barbara Glenewinkel  Floyd Campbell

Renewing Members
Leonard Aikens  Bob and Marianne Gertula
Joe Eliot   Richard Judy

FEN May Membership Report

Rex Rice’s FIAT Family

Here’s grandpa’s old 124  
and grandson’s new Abarth.

After driving his Abarth, my 124 
feels like a FIAT 600.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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They explained several visual 
phenomena that interfere with our 
perception when driving, including a 
“saccade” and how our eyes jump and 
pause occasionally when scanning a 
scene. In addition, we tend to ignore 
the edges of a framed object, so we 
tend not to look closely at the areas 
next to a windshield or a windscreen. 
A best mantra is “Creep & Peek.” And 
always look left and right at least twice. 
They also discussed the protocol for 
traffic circles and roundabouts.

We thoroughly enjoyed their pre-
sentation and feel we just tapped the 
surface of their expertise. It certainly 
made us more aware of our driving.

They left us with a suggestion that, 
whenever we are on a long drive, we 
should periodically conduct a “com-
mentary drive” to keep our brain 
alert. This occurs when, as you drive, 
you say out loud the things in your 
view that you notice, i.e., “A van is 
approaching in my right rear corner 
in the lane next to me, and the white 
car up ahead looks like he wants to 
change lanes, but the blue car won’t let 
him; that truck ahead is blowing blue 
smoke—I wonder if he will be pulling 
over soon because of that.” 

Dan and I will soon be driving to 
Sonora, California, for a cousin’s re-
union, and we can’t wait to try the com-
mentary drive as we whiz along. We 
hope that Mi Ae and Mark come back 
again and give us more information.

Happy Father’s Day to all the FEN 
fathers!   

The North End meeting at Spiro’s was led by South End 
Secretary Carrie Rice in the absence of Vice-President 
David Moise. In addition to our speakers, we had several 
guests. Present were several members of the Puget Sound 
Region chapter of the BMW Car Club of America: Steve 
Libby, president and driving instructor, David Lightfoot, 
Zündfolge magazine editor and driving instructor; and 
member David Heard; also John Ewald, driving instructor 
and registrar with the Audi Club Northwest; and others.

Treasurer’s Report:  
Treasurer Leroy Meitzner reported that we had a successful 
car show in April with 70 vehicles in the show and many 
spectators. We were able to contribute $620 to the Life 
Enrichment Option (LEO) charity. Leroy reminded everyone 
that dues should be paid. Leroy also passed out lanyards to 
everyone present.

Reports and Announcements:  
Carrie Rice mentioned that she and Rex are out of the 
cards with which we tag other FIATs. Dan Rian volunteered 
to check the source to see that more are printed.

There was no other old business. After the door prize 
drawing, our speakers, Mi Ae Lipe and Mark Butcher, spoke 
about driving tips and also an article called “A Fighter Pilot’s 
Guide for Surviving on the Roads,” which discusses visual 
issues and driving. Both Mi Ae and Mark are members of the 
Young Driver’s Task Force in Olympia, which is conducted by 
the Washington State Traffic Safety Commission and focuses 
on reducing hazards for teen and novice drivers.

They both spoke about the disconnect between American 
driver training and driving in the real world. They discussed 
some of the basic principles of Roadcraft, a British methodol-
ogy for driver training, hazard perception, situational aware-
ness, and driving strategy. Among them is that observation 
is the rule as to where to position yourself. Another is that 
one’s position in a lane is critical and that you must position 
yourself as soon as possible to maximize visibility and com-
municate your presence to others.

FEN Meeting Minutes, May 6, 2015
Respectfully submitted, Suzanne Rian, North End Secretary

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
June 3  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come 
early for dinner from the regular menu.

June 7  Chateau Pacific Retirement 
Car Show, 10 am to 2 pm. Free car show to 
brighten up the day for the senior citizens at 
Chateau Pacific, 3333 148th St SE, Lynnwood. 
There’s no entry fee, and it includes free food, 
late entry, and early departure allowed, with 
no judging—everyone’s a winner for showing 
up! Contact Ken Nashif at 425-220-9977 or 
email to kenandsupa@comcast.net.

July 1  No regular meeting in July, annual 
picnic instead.

July 3–5  SOVREN Historics at PIR. 
Details in the March newsletter and at www.
northwesthistorics.com/theguild/contact-
us/tickets-info.

July 7  No South Sound Social this month.

July 11  Annual FEN Club picnic returns 
to Olympia at the home of our president.  
10 am to 4 pm. Please RSVP to Greg Smith at 
president@fiatnorthwest.org.

July 12  Ducati Day, 11 am to 5 pm, 
Sumerian Brewing Company, 15510 
Woodinville-Redmond Rd NE, Building 
E-110, Woodinville, Washington. Come out 
to see Ducati motorcycles and Italian cars of 
all kinds and try different brews at this new 
brewery (www.sumerianbrewingco.com).

July 16–19  Mirafiori’s Oregon campout 
and track day near Ashland.

August 5  Regular club meeting (South) 
at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd 
NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but 
come early for dinner from the regular menu.

TBD  Viva Italia, the Alfa Romeo Club’s 
annual informal car show in Woodinville. 
Details will be posted once made known.

Sept 2  Regular club meeting (North) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at  
7 pm, but come early for dinner.

Sept 26–27  Seattle Festa Italiana 
at Seattle Center. Details will at: www.
festaseattle.com

Oct 3–5  Silver Falls Tour. Fifth in the 
Fall Classic Tour series. Three-day tour 
leaving from Washington, taking back roads 
into Oregon, and returning to Washington. 
Info/registration packets have been mailed 
to previous participants who have priority 
registration until 1 July. On 1 July registration 
will open to first timers.

Oct 7  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd 
NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but 
come early for dinner from the regular menu.

Oct 18  Fall Leaves Tour. More info will 
be posted once announced by the Rians. 
Contact the Rians at dsrian@frontier.com for 
more info.

Check the FEN website for more exciting calendar events!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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www.festaseattle.com
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Come See the FIAT 500X!
Article by Alex Sargeant

Puget Sound FIAT dealers are proud to announce that 
the much-anticipated FIAT 500X is finally arriving at 

dealerships this month!
You’ve read the glowing reviews—now come see this 

burly new addition to the FIAT 500 family in person. Both 
front-wheel- and all-wheel-drive versions are available. Get 
free lattés with every test drive at Maserati Alfa Romeo FIAT 
of Kirkland at Totem Lake.   

Alex Sargeant is the Senior FIAT Enthusiast at Rairdon’s Maserati-Alfa  
Romeo-FIAT Kirkland and a member of FEN.
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The All-New 2016 FIAT 500X boldly enters the crossover market with 
innovation, functionality, and Italian style. Designers and engineers took 
the FIAT 500 and added more space, utility, driver-centric amenities, 
capability, and advanced safety and security features. Five trim levels let 
you choose your personal style. The FIAT 500X Street Series includes the 
Pop, Easy, and Lounge models. The FIAT 500X Trekking and Trekking Plus 
models feature a more athletic look. www.fiatusa.com/en/500x

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.fiatusa.com/en/500x
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 

Marchionne may risk FIAT Chrysler morale by pressing consolidation (Forbes, May 31, 2015) 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/dalebuss/2015/05/31/in-pressing-for-consolidation-marchionne-may-be-
risking-fiat-chrysler-morale/

The quirky Alfa Romeo Milano Americans should’ve bought (Carscoops, May 31, 2015)   
http://www.carscoops.com/2015/05/the-quirky-alfa-romeo-milano-americans.html

Possible FIAT 500X Abarth caught on camera [video] (Worldcarfans.com, May 30, 2015) 
http://www.worldcarfans.com/115053194611/possible-fiat-500x-abarth-caught-on-camera-video

FIAT Chrysler’s renaissance man makes brands sing (Car and Driver, May 29, 2015) 
http://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/autos/chrysler/2015/05/28/olivier-francois/28128521/

FIAT’s Aegea Project sedan ditches retro cuteness for grown-up style (Digital Trends, May 22, 2015)  
http://www.digitaltrends.com/cars/fiat-aegea-project-news-pictures-specs/

Is the FIAT 500X mainstream enough for Americans? (Carscoops.com, May 17, 2015)  
http://www.carscoops.com/2015/05/is-fiat-500x-mainstream-enough-for.html

1932 Alfa Romeo 8C 2300 Spider wins top prize at Villa d’Este (Autoblog, May 27, 2015)  
http://www.autoblog.com/2015/05/27/1932-alfa-romeo-8c-2300-spider-zagato-villa-deste/

Zagato’s Maserati V8 Supercar: il Mostro Nuovo (ForbesLife, May 27, 2015)  
http://www.forbes.com/sites/markewing/2015/05/27/zagatos-maserati-v8-supercar-monster-il-
mostro-nuovo/

For $28,000, this 1987 Alfa Romeo Milano is ready to race (Jalopnik, May 26, 2015)  
http://jalopnik.com/for-28-000-this-1987-alfa-romeo-milano-is-ready-to-ra-1706777845

2017 Maserati Alfieri: Guaranteed to be not f—ing boring(Car and Driver, May 2015)   
http://www.caranddriver.com/features/2017-maserati-alfieri-25-cars-worth-waiting-for-feature
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