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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car 
(FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthu-
siasts who meet regularly throughout 
the year. In general, our club is geared 
towards social rather than the techni-
cal. The club is incorporated as a non-
profit club in Washington State and is 
an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 
Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December. A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings. The regu-
lar meeting location alternates month-
ly between Shoreline and Renton. We 
also hold a South Sound Social meeting 
(every other month) for those who 
live in Pierce and Thurston Counties. 
FEN also hosts rallies and other events 

throughout the year.

I t’s hard to believe that May is already here and summer is just around 
the corner. Not that this spring hasn’t been magnificent, with lots of 

great “top-down” driving opportunities along with some amazing club 
events; I hope you have had a chance to participate in some of these.

Carrie and Rex Rice organized the lovely Spring Tune-Up Rally 
on the Olympic Peninsula in early April. Despite a dismal forecast, the 
weather cooperated and we enjoyed mostly dry conditions; for some of 
us even several hours with the top down. Okay, the heater was on much 
of the time, but after all, it has “spring” in the name. We enjoyed back 
roads, crisscrossing the small ridges from the Hood Canal Bridge to Dis-
covery Bay and back to Port Townsend. Even for some of us PT veterans, 
most of the great, twisty roads were new to us. Not too many miles, gim-
mick questions not too hard to answer, and some fun stops made for an 
excellent day. We finished with lunch in Port Townsend and the requisite 
visit to Bergstrom’s Antique & Classic Autos, hosted by Robin Bergstrom.

Only a short week later, FEN club members hosted the annual 
All-Italian Car Show at the Triple XXX Drive-In in Issaquah. Those 
of you who were able to attend must admit that this was one of those 
not-to-be-missed, sunny, warm spring days. And the parking lot was 
chock-full of classic Italian-designed cars by 10 am. See for yourself the 
great photos and article by Bob Usher in this newsletter.

Special thanks to the many club members who make these events 
happen. The car show is one of our best outreach tools both for new club 
members and for general exposure. We also raise a significant amount 
of money for charity. Dave, Tina, Cloe, Alec, Dan, Sooz, Aaron, Carrie, 
Rex, Bob, Greg, Mary, LeRoy, Alex, Jim… there are so many members 
who work every year to make this event a success. And the hosts often 
tell us that they wish every car club were as easy to work with! Wow…

And for the May 6 monthly meeting in Shoreline, Mi Ae Lipe and 
her like-minded friend Mark Butcher will present a special Driving Tips 
Presentation; things you should know to make you a better, safer driver 
(details on page 11). Don’t miss it!    

—David Moise, President
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The All-Italian Car Show, April 19, 2015
Article and pictures by Bob Usher

T he Ninth Annual All-Italian Car Show hosted by FIAT 
Enthusiasts Northwest was well attended by both partici-

pants and spectators on Sunday, April 19, 2015. We had one of 
the most beautiful days of this car show season for the event. 
About 70 car enthusiasts registered their rides for display, and 
all but a couple of the registered entrants made it to the show. 
Rumor has it that there may have been one untimely head 
gasket failure … I think we all know the feeling. We hope to 
see that individual at the next show!

The beautiful machinery displayed at the show is detailed 
best in the car show pictorial included in this newsletter. 
No words written can do justice to what the vehicle pictures 
demonstrate. Entrants brought their treasures from as far 
away as Boise, Idaho; Spokane, Washington; and Vancouver, 
British Columbia. I came all the way from Kirkland, sharing 
the road to the show with a few new vehicles being driven out 
to Issaquah from Rairdon’s FIAT-Maserati dealership. All of 
the participants were very enthusiastic to share history and 
details about their exceptional and unique driving machines.

Many outstanding individuals collaborated and volun-
teered their time to make the show a success. On behalf of 
the club, I would like to thank the Pruczinski family for all of 
their contributions to the event. Dave, Tina, Cloe, and Alec all 
pitched in to help out. Cloe was our main judge for the awards 
designed and crafted by her dad, Dave. Our club leadership is 
also deserving of kudos for rallying all members to volunteer 
and participate in the event. Unfortunately, Sooz Rian was not 
able to attend this year; however, Dan arrived early as usual, 
and both he and Aaron Wong got cars parked appropriately 
and worked on many other logistics throughout the day.

Carrie and Rex Rice made the journey from Port 
Townsend and Carrie, Mary, and David Moise managed car 
registration and the “Help Desk.” Rex and I greeted folks in 
the Spider display area and traded car stories. It takes a 
village for an event like this to be a success, and we are 
fortunate to have so many great people willing to contribute 
their time and talent to the club and the event. Many thanks 
to all who helped make this show a success! I look forward to 
seeing you all at the next event.   

It takes a village for an event like 

this to be a success, and we are 

fortunate to have so many great 

people willing to contribute their 

time and talent to the club and 

the event. Many thanks to all who 

helped make this show a success!
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motel room in town so we can enjoy an 
evening stroll. That did not work so well 
this time, as our laggardly behavior in 
Olympia meant we arrived in Ashland 
well into the evening. A motel by the 
freeway would have done as well and 
been cheaper.

The second day is when the FIAT 
starts to become a great companion, 
starting off with a morning romp over 
the Siskiyous past majestic Mount Shas-
ta. This time we actually ran into some 
snow, which I’d not planned on, but it 
was not enough to stick and challenge 
the FIAT’s capabilities. The fun comes 
from arcing through endless uphill and 
downhill corners while playing with the 
throttle, gear change, and cruise controls.

The FIAT does not have enough 
power to hold the cruise control speed in 
fifth gear up steep hills, and sometimes 
not enough to hold fifth gear by itself. 
Thus, you end up tap dancing with feet 
and fingers between fourth and fifth 
gears and in and out of the cruise control 
to maintain a good pace, which is suffi-
ciently involving to keep you focused.

As we cruised past Redding, the 
weather turned wet, which California 
desperately needs. Once we were on the 
freeway headed west to Los Gatos, the 
rain picked up quite a bit, and I became 
concerned with California drivers, many 
of whom have little or no experience with 
wet roads, cavorting with each other at 
70 mph across five lanes with a few feet 
between each car. I looked for holes where 
I could hide, and then an interesting thing 
happened.

The FIAT 500 Sport as a Touring Car
Article and picture by David Preston

J ust back from our second trip to Los Gatos, California, in 
our FIAT 500 Sport. For sure, the FIAT (almost any FIAT) 

is not the first choice of most for a long trip. It has a mere 104 
horsepower and is short on storage space, although it is not as 
cramped as you would think by looking at it. The seats are not 
the most comfy for a long drive, and the two occupants had 
better be on friendly terms—they will be in close proximity for 
the duration. However, it does have assets that come into play 
on trip like this.

One quality that never makes it into the published road 
tests of any car is that the FIAT looks like fun. Every time. The 
base versions tend toward the cute, but the sport model, with 
its bigger wheels and tires, more aggressive front and rear 
styling, fog lamps, and (in our case), a power glass sunroof, 
give the car a “let’s go” vibe that resonates with both of us on 
any drive from two miles in length to over 2,000. You want to 
have a car that says “Let’s go!” every time you look at it.

We began by pausing in Olympia to visit Susan’s brother 
Kevin and his partner Alex. They spoiled us with fine pastries 
and excellent coffee, and we lingered longer than planned, as 
you do when great conversations with interesting people arise.

It’s 900 miles or so from our house to Los Gatos, and 
we always choose to make the trip over two days. It could 
be done in one, but we are in this to enjoy, not endure. Our 
first night’s stop is in Ashland, Oregon, and Susan prefers a 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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The rain ramped up to a real deluge, and a tipping point 
suddenly happened where the locals all seemed to realize it 
was raining, and slowed down! By now we were in a com-
muter lane that was empty, passing hundreds of cars that had 
worried me just a few minutes before.

In Los Gatos, we stayed with our daughter, son-in-law, 
and grandson for three nights and at the home of Susan’s 
sister and her family for the fourth night. I drove Dorine to 
work each morning in the FIAT and then fetched her in the 
evening. During the day we used Dorine and Dorje’s brand-
new Subaru Forester, because while you could fit a child’s 
carseat into the FIAT, you might not be able to unkink your 
back for a week or two afterward. Each day we took 1.7-year-
old Arthur on various adventures and we all had a great time.

When Dorine was pregnant with Arthur, there was a lot 
of discussion about what names our grandchild would use for 
us. My opinion was that he or she would select the names, and 
our input was sort of moot. Evidently Arthur has been given a 
menu of names over time, and has settled on “Nana” for Susan 
and “Pop Pop” for me. A great way to start your day is with 
a cup of coffee and hearing your grandson coming down the 
hall calling for his “Pop Pop.”

The Subaru was purchased after due diligence by Dorje, 
and it is a fine vehicle for the intended use. For me, it irks me 
that the center armrest is too low to be of any use, and the 
CVT transmission irritates. The car launches from 0 to 5 mph 
with great haste, so much so that a smooth take-off takes 
some care, and then it falls on its face. After that it accelerates 
in a fashion, but you are not to know or care what the car 
is actually doing. It does offer great comfort, a lot of space, 
good fuel mileage, and a backup camera. And its handling on 
winding roads is astonishingly good. A power sunroof would 
be a great addition, but it was available only as part of a very 
expensive package of mostly irrelevant add-ons, so I would 
not have specced that either.

The trip home is where the FIAT came into its own. We 
zipped over the hill to Santa Cruz on Highway 17, which can 
be challenging with heavy traffic, sharp corners, cluttered 
sight lines, and semi-tractor trucks that loom up in the right 
lane going 15 mph. Then we turned north on the famed 
Highway 1 around Monterey Bay, through San Francisco 
over the Golden Gate Bridge, and on to hug the coastline. 
Susan enjoys sightseeing in San Francisco, with the sunroof 
slid back for great views of the architecture, etc. At any speed 
over 30 mph, it’s best to slide the roof forward, as wind noise 

The previous day I’d noted that  

we caught up to and passed 

dozens of others along the road, 

but nobody ever caught up to 

us. I wasn’t trying that hard, and 

the FIAT is certainly not powerful, 

so what I took from it was that 

nobody was driving for enjoyment, 

which seemed very sad.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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makes conversation impossible. Even there the roof is an 
asset, because the light coming through makes the interior 
a pleasant place to be. I’ve driven a 500 without the sunroof, 
and the interior is a dark hole otherwise. You can also get a 
sliding fabric roof that slides all the way back, but at $3,000 
for that option versus $875 for the power glass sunroof, I 
think we made the best choice.

Once over the Golden Gate, Highway 1 yanks left and 
over the hills on what is essentially a well-paved goat path. 
Most of the corners are marked “15 mph” and they’re not 
kidding. Fortunately there are frequent turnoffs for drivers 
of a less sporting nature than I, and people were for the most 
part very polite.

I developed a system for enjoying this. When we came up 
behind someone, I would first turn on the headlights. After a 
bit I would switch on the fog lights, and that usually resulted 
in the person getting out of the way, without the rudeness of 
hitting the high beams.

On the coast, the road opens up, and with it all sorts of de-
lights. Open roads with lots of corners and spectacular views 
of ocean waves breaking on the beach alternate with scenes of 
grasslands with cows who look very contented as they munch 
on the plentiful grass of the rolling hills. The drought has not 
had an impact on this area, at least yet this year. 

We passed the day enjoying ourselves immensely, stop-
ping for a walk or food or whatever, whenever. We found a 
great place to stay in Fort Bragg and then took Highway 20 
over to Willits the next morning to join Highway 101. I had 
noticed last year that Highway 1 north of Fort Bragg becomes 
so cluttered with hairpins that it takes forever to go just about 
nowhere, so I thought zipping over to Highway 20 might give 
us more time. In the end, I think the time elapsed was about 
the same, but Highway 20 is about the best driving road ever. 
It was a great choice. I’ve altered the intended route for my 
summer motorcycle trip to include this road.

The previous day I’d noted that we caught up to and 
passed dozens of others along the road, but nobody ever 
caught up to us. I wasn’t trying that hard, and the FIAT is cer-
tainly not powerful, so what I took from it was that nobody 
was driving for enjoyment, which seemed very sad.

My ego was kept under control on Highway 20, where 
after an hour or so of catching and passing all and sundry, I 
looked in the mirror to see that we were being caught by—a 
huge Dodge pickup truck.

Towing a trailer. 

With a hefty backhoe on it.
I was astonished. Over the next 

few miles I would gain on really tight 
sections, but if the road opened up at 
all, he was really pouring it on. Dis-
cretion being the better part of ego, I 
eventually pulled over and let him by. 
And then—he slowed down. It was 
easy to keep pace with him now, and 
I realized he had been doing what 
many motorcyclists do on such a road. 
He was using my brake lights and car 
positioning as a guide. Well done, Sir!

We motored north from Willits on 
Highway 101 until it rejoined High-
way 1, and from then on up to and 
into Oregon. Along the way we paused 
in the historic part of Eureka for a 
fantastic lunch. Our stop for the night 
was the Gold Beach Resort, which 
was fabulous and inexpensive. Highly 
recommended.

For the final day it was up to Reed-
sport and then inland on Highway 38 
to I-5 and the ensuing drone home. 
By this time, the weather had become 
rainy again, which was fine by me. It 
was interesting in its own right, and 
the great roads and scenery were pretty 
much behind us.

We had lunch at The Cannery in 
Eugene, across the street from the 
University of Oregon. The Yelp review 
on Susan’s smartphone described the 
ambiance of this place as “hipster.” 
Who could be hipper than we?

A great trip, and the FIAT proved, 
once again, to be a boon adventure 
companion.   

To read more of David’s writing, please visit 
www.davidpreston.biz

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.davidpreston.biz
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Spring Tune-Up Rally, April 11, 2015
Article and pictures by Rex & Carrie Rice

T  he 2015 Spring Tune-Up Rally started with a drivers’ 
meeting at 10 am at Shine Tidelands Park at the west 

end of the Hood Canal Bridge. The weather was cool with 
scattered rain squalls and occasional sunny spots. Karen and 
Rick Ansdell arrived with Karen’s FIAT 500, which soon had 
its top down. Bert and Diana Cripe drove in with a non-FI-
AT, equipped with four-wheel-drive in case the weather 
really cooled down, while David and Judy Moise, bundled 
up in down coats, rolled in with the top down on David’s 124 
Spider, spreading optimism everywhere.

Dan and Sooz drove in with a big silver Chrysler with 
matching duct tape, a magnificent machine that added class 
to this event. Roaring up from Tacoma, Sue and Dan Carson 
completed the group with a gorgeous and rare FIAT 124 Tur-
bo Spider. By 10:30, all of the cars were on their way. Carrie 
and I took a short cut to Eaglemont Rockeries, driving in the 
rain with the top down on ‘Ol Yeller.’ This works as long as 
you are moving fast.

The route took the cars through Paradise Bay, where it is 
said that the streets were paved with gold, but a closer look 
showed that asphalt had been substituted somewhere in the 
past. From Port Ludlow, the road went over the hill past Teal 
Lake, onto Highway 104 for a short distance, and then south 
to winding roads on the Coyle Peninsula. Passing many fresh-
ly logged areas, it was good to see a few trees are still standing 
here and there.

At the Eaglemont Rockeries, an old gas station and mo-
tel overlooking Discovery Bay, the group had fun learning a 
fresh take on geography and taking pictures. Alaska is next to 
Egypt? You have to see it!

Eventually, we all arrived at Bergstrom’s Antique Auto 
Shop where tires were kicked and beautiful cars were drooled 
upon. Around the corner, we went down the stairs to The Tin 
Brick for lunch, and afterwards, with tummies full and all 
Tuned-Up, we went home.   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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President Greg Smith called the meeting to order at Amante’s 
Restaurant in Renton at 7 pm. There were 25 members and 
friends in attendance.

Reports and Announcements:  
Greg reported on the NWCOC (Citroen Club) Drive on 
March 22 from Newcastle to Auburn, driving back roads for 
89 miles, mostly in rain.

Greg reported on the planning meeting for the All-Ital-
ian Car Show at the Triple XXX Drive-In on April 19. Plans 
are much the same as years past. Aaron Wong explained the 
online registration form and how to use PayPal.

The May Primavera will include a parts exchange, so 
members are encouraged to clean out garages and bring 
those unneeded parts to trade.

All-Italian Car Show posters were distributed.

Treasurer’s Report:  
LeRoy Mietzner offered the Treasurer’s Report. The club has 
a few expenses coming up with the All-Italian Car Show and 
the Historics event, but there are adequate funds to cover 
them all. LeRoy will handle the fees for the Historics event 
after the Car Show.

LeRoy is in the process of cleaning up the membership list.
The business meeting ended with the door prize drawings 

at 7:17 pm. 
Afterward there was a nice presentation by Ray and 

Lorrie Mortensen from Performance Apex on what to do to 
get your car properly ready for this year’s driving season. It 
was wonderfully informative—thank you, Ray and Lorrie!   

Respectfully submitted,  
Carrie Rice, South End Secretary

FEN Meeting Minutes,  
April 1, 2015

Learn How To Be  
a Better Driver!

Please join Mi Ae Lipe and Mark 
Butcher at our next FEN meeting 
on May 6 when we cover tips and 
some little-known techniques on 
how to be a better street driver.

Among the topics:

Essence and principles 
of driving smoothly.   The 
role of predictability, anticipation, 
observation, planning, and proper 
communication; we’ll go over the 
British system of car control, or 
roadcraft, which outlines all of this 
very methodically and is applicable 
in all driving situations, regardless of 
conditions and vehicles.

Visual awareness. How to 
really “see” the road, not just “look”; 
ocular gaps when scanning for 
hazards and how to overcome 
them; other visual barriers and best 
practices; never traveling faster than 
what you can see to be clear in any 
road and environmental condition.

Roundabouts! How to properly 
approach, negotiate, signal, and exit; 
common points of confusion.

How to properly spot 
pedestrians and other road 
users in both urban traffic and  
less-congested conditions.

Following distances and 
traffic waves. Essential for 
safety margins and traffic flow;  
how we can use them to help  
ease urban congestion.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Tour Primavera 2015

Come join us for another enjoyable 
spring drive.  This year we’ve planned 
a simple, pleasant tour winding 
north through valleys and forests.

We will end at our home in Sno-
homish for a potluck and parts 
sale/swap. So please bring a dish 
to share and any FIAT parts you 
care to sell or swap.

Date: Saturday, May 16 
Place: Starbucks, 3625 116th St,  
 Marysville, Washington 
Time: 10 am (Driver’s Meeting) 
RSVP: Dave & Tina Pruczinski, 
360-794-0297

To get to the Starbucks, take I-5 
north to Exit 202.  Turn right off the 
exit onto 116th, and the Starbucks 
will be on the left in the Gateway 
Shopping Center.

— Dave & Tina Pruczinski

A big thank you to all our new and renewing members!  
A gentle reminder that if you haven’t paid your dues yet,  
send a check or money order (payable to “FIAT Enthusiasts 
Northwest”) to:

FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest 
Membership
4211 210th Place NE
Sammamish, WA 98074

You can also now pay your dues using PayPal by going to 
the FEN website (www.fiatnorthwest.org) and following the 
Membership link on the left side of the homepage. Just click 
on the Membership Renewal PayPal button to have your dues 
transferred using your own PayPal account, or your debit or 
credit card. Or you may pay LeRoy Meitzner in person at one 
of the monthly club meetings. He can accept cash, checks, or 
debit/credit cards.

New Members (welcome!)
Adrian Lau   Nicholas Brown
Steve Kono   John Leidy
Mike Stinson

Renewing Members
Jon Schmitt   Aaron Wong
Don & Cheryl Wengard Ray & Lorrie Mortensen
Ron & Carol Vandervort Bob Yetter
Linda Carey   Bob Legier
Jeff McKay   Jess Valmonte
Gary Reed   Gary Patitz

And a Friendly Reminder…
FENsters should inform treasurer LeRoy Mietzner and  
webmaster Bert Cripe when they change their email  
addresses.

We’ve had instances where folks changed their emails awhile 
back and now wonder why they stopped getting club emails.

Thank you for keeping us up to date!

FEN April Membership Report

A sign of the times ... at Greenlake. By David Moise.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
May 6  Regular club meeting (North) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at  
7 pm, but come early for dinner. How To Be a 
Better Driver presentation by Mi Ae Lipe and 
Mark Butcher. 

May 12  South Sound Social meeting 
at the Homestead Restaurant, 7837 South 
Tacoma Way, Tacoma, WA 98409, 253-476-
9000. Plan to arrive between 6:30 and 7:00 pm. 
This evening event is a social opportunity to get 
to know other club members you may not have 
met yet and catch up with those you do know.

May 16   Spring Primavera Tour, hosted 
again by the Pruczinskis. Check the May 
newsletter for details and especially RSVP 
contact info. If you intend to go, please RSVP 
to the Pruczinskis!

June 3  Regular club meeting (South) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come 
early for dinner from the regular menu.

June 7  Chateau Pacific Retirement 
Car Show, 10 am to 2 pm. Free car show to 
brighten up the day for the senior citizens at 
Chateau Pacific, 3333 148th St SE, Lynnwood. 
There’s no entry fee, and it includes free food, 
late entry, and early departure allowed, with 
no judging—everyone’s a winner for showing 
up! Contact Ken Nashif at 425-220-9977 or 
email to kenandsupa@comcast.net.

July 1  No regular meeting in July, annual 
picnic instead.

July 3–5  SOVREN Historics at PIR. 
Details in the March newsletter and at www.
northwesthistorics.com/theguild/contact-
us/tickets-info.

July 7 No South Sound Social this month.

July 11  Annual FEN Club picnic returns 
to Olympia at the home of our president.  
10 am to 4 pm. Please RSVP to Greg Smith at 
president@fiatnorthwest.org.

July 12  Ducati Day, 11 am to 5 pm, 
Sumerian Brewing Company, 15510 
Woodinville-Redmond Rd NE, Building 
E-110, Woodinville, Washington. Come out 
to see Ducati motorcycles and Italian cars of 
all kinds and try different brews at this new 
brewery (www.sumerianbrewingco.com).

July 16–19  Mirafiori’s Oregon campout 
and track day near Ashland.

August 5  Regular club meeting (South) 
at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd 
NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but 
come early for dinner from the regular menu.

TBD  Viva Italia, the Alfa Romeo Club’s 
annual informal car show in Woodinville. 
Details will be posted once made known.

Check the FEN website for more exciting calendar events!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Two New Additions Coming 
Soon to FIAT Dealers
Article by Alex Sargeant

Now arriving at your local FIAT dealer just in time for 
spring, FIAT extends the well-received 1957 Edition 

Package to the 2015 FIAT 500C convertible. The 1957 Edition 
was first introduced at the end of 2014 as a special edition of 
the two-door 500 Lounge. The cars were available in vintage 
Verde Chiaro, vintage Celeste Blu, and classic Bianco. They 
sold out so quickly the special edition was renewed for 2015 
and has continued to be a brisk seller for FIAT. For the first 
time, FIAT now makes the 500C cabriolet available with the 
1957 Edition trim.

The 1957 Edition replaced all of the modern FIAT lo-
gos on the car with vintage-style badges on the front, back, 
hubcaps, and steering wheel. The regular Lounge leather 
upholstery is replaced with the special two-tone Marrone and 
Ivorio leather on the seats, door panels, and steering wheel. 
On the outside, the special premium aluminum wheels are 
finished to mimic the original painted steel wheels from 
1957. The mirrors are capped in Bianco and the special Bian-
co roof of the hardtop is replaced with the convertible top.

The original 1957 FIAT 500 was offered with a large 
sliding fabric sunroof, so offering this package on the 500C is 
an even more faithful recreation of the original Cinqucento 
(500) spirit.

Club Officers 

President:
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President:
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North):
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South):  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership:  
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor:  
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member at Large: 
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Also arriving is the much-anticipated 2016 FIAT 500X. 
The first shipload of the all-wheel-drive that everyone has 
been waiting for has left Italy, bound for North America. 
Those of you who are on the notification list for FIAT USA 
marketing have already been getting the countdown emails 
that are tracking the ship across the Atlantic to the Port 
of Baltimore. There already have been some great reviews 
published of the first units brought over for the press to drive. 
Autoblog and Left Lane News both were very enthusiastic 
about the FIAT alternative to buying another Subaru.

To read reviews on the FIAT 500X, visit these links:
http://www.autoblog.com/2015/04/17/2016-fiat-500x-first-
drive-review-video/

http://www.leftlanenews.com/first-drive-2016-fiat-500x-
review-88294.html  

Alex Sargeant is the Senior FIAT Enthusiast at Rairdon’s Maserati-Alfa  
Romeo-FIAT Kirkland and a member of FEN.

Photo credits:  Opposite page:  The FIAT 500X; 
www.carpixel.net.  This page:  Above, top to 
bottom:  The 2015 FIAT 500 1957 Edition;  
www.web2carz.com; the original 1957 500:  
www.carbuzzard.com;  the FIAT 500X; https://
cdn3.recombu.com/media/cars/reviews/FIAT%20
500X%20crossover/fiat-500x-1_w900.jpg. Left: 
Interior of FIAT 500 1957 Edition;  
www.listadecarros.com.
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 
Know of other news or items of interest? Send them to Mi Ae at miae@whatnowdesign.com. And thanks!

Fiat Chrysler’s CEO searches in vain for a partner (USA Today, May 3, 2015) 
http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/cars/2015/05/03/sergio-marchionne-fca-searcing/26822411/

The 2016 Fiat 500X? “Game-changer” (PostBulletin.com, May 1, 2015) 
http://www.postbulletin.com/business/the-fiat-x-game-changer/article_fdfe0515-0486-5de2-9301-5343e1ccd1fc.html

Fiat could reveal its version of the Mazda MX-5 this fall at the Los Angeles show (Digital Trends, April 30, 2015)  
http://www.digitaltrends.com/cars/2017-fiat-124-spider-news-specs-rumors/

Fiat 124 Spider to debut this year (Insider Car News, May 1, 2015) 
http://www.insidercarnews.com/fiat-124-spider-to-debut-this-year/

Fiat CEO’s proposal for Apple car deal isn’t as crazy as it sounds (Bloomberg Business, April 29, 2015) 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-04-29/fiat-ceo-s-proposal-for-apple-car-deal-isn-t-as-crazy-as-it-sounds

Crayola Experience teams with Fiat for colorful car design contest (LeHighValleyLive.com, April 28, 2015) 
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/easton/index.ssf/2015/04/crayola_experience_teams_with.html

Review: 2015 Alfa Romeo 4C is a pure, stripped-to-the-essentials ride (The Globe and Mail, May 1, 2015)  
http://fw.to/EaKKwZW

Alfa Romeo’s 3 Series-fighting Giulia sedan to offer rear-wheel drive, slew of new engines (Digital 
Trends, May 2, 2015)    http://www.digitaltrends.com/cars/2017-alfa-romeo-giulia-news-specs-rumors/

An Interview with Maserati/Alfa Romeo CEO Harald Wester (Super Street, April 30, 2015)  
http://www.superstreetonline.com/features/1504-an-interview-with-maseratialfa-romeo-ceo-harald-wester/

Five collectible Italian cars that aren’t Ferraris (Yahoo, April 24, 2015)
https://www.yahoo.com/autos/five-collectable-italian-cars-that-arent-ferraris-117272913357.html
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