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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car 
(FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthu-
siasts who meet regularly throughout 
the year. In general, our club is geared 
towards social rather than the techni-
cal. The club is incorporated as a non-
profit club in Washington State and is 
an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 
Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December. A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings. The regu-
lar meeting location alternates month-
ly between Shoreline and Renton. We 
also hold a South Sound Social meeting 
(every other month) for those who 
live in Pierce and Thurston Counties. 
FEN also hosts rallies and other events 
throughout the year.

Winter has arrived with colder weather and more slip-
pery roads. I �nd myself eyeing the corners these days 

for piles of leaves, black ice, frost, and traction sand more and 
more. Usually not an issue, such stu� can make a brisk turn 
in my Scorpion more exciting than I might plan. How do you 
compensate for our winter driving conditions?

It’s been a great year for the club, I think … we’ve had several 
amazing drives, garnered new members, and the club is solvent. 
�e same can’t be said for other car clubs I’ve been in over the 
years. In this digital age, the mere fact that our group meets in 
person monthly and gets together for events is a rare and special 
thing among car clubs. �is is due mostly to the friendly sorts 
that FIATs tend to gather, I think. I’m glad to know you all.

I’ve enjoyed being the President part of the leadership 
team for the club this year, sharing many responsibilities with 
Vice-President David 
Moise, who has made it 
very easy.

We’re happy to con-
tinue our tenure through 
2015. �e whole board 
has made it pretty easy, 
something to keep in 
mind if you are afraid of 
stepping into a club lead-
ership position. Next time 
you see a board member, 
be sure to thank them for 
their help.

�is upcoming year 
should be fun, with more 
drives, our All-Italian Car Show, other car show opportunities, 
interclub events, tech sessions, and of course monthly meetings.

We’ve got a great webmaster, a great newsletter editor, and 
many enthusiastic and helpful members that make this club the 
outstanding car enthusiast community it is.

�ank you all very much!
Read inside for details about the holiday party, our next 

Club function. I hope to see you there.   

— Greg Smith, President
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Since my grandparents took me to 
see the Harrah car collection in 

Reno, Nevada, when I was a kid, I 
have always loved automobiles. Today, 
my husband, Grady, and I have near-
ly 50 cars in our backyard. �e FIAT 
500—known as the Cinquecento in 
Italy—is my favorite.

Most people know the Cinquecento 
as Luigi from the movie Cars. When 
the model �rst appeared in 1957, it was 
Italy’s answer to the people’s car—a 
small, a�ordable four-seater.

My husband and I have six classic 
Cinquecentos, the most unique being 
a right-hand drive 1969 model we 
bought from Australia on eBay. It’s 
been modi�ed as a permanent road-
ster—no top. �e color is either blue 
or purple, depending on the light. We 
call it blurple.

Her Flock of FIATs: A Little Italy in the Backyard
The Jewels in Kristy Duncan Johnson’s Car Collection 
Article by A. J. Baime of The WSJ;  
photos by Jason Henry of The WSJ

The president of FIAT America (our 

sister club in the San Francisco Bay 

Area), Kristy Duncan Johnson, was 

recently featured in a November 

4th article in The Wall Street 
Journal! Turns out that Kristy, who 

is a senior product manager at 

software company Adobe from 

Los Gatos, California, has quite the 

collection.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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When FIAT brought an all-new 500 to the US in 2011, 
we signed up for a Prima Edizione [�rst edition] and got the 
237th car to roll o� the assembly line.

�ere’s something about the way these cars drive—both 
the new ones and the classics. All are manual transmissions. 
In a car so small, you get a visceral feel for speed. Every time 
I get in one, it puts a smile on my face.   

Opposite page, from top to bottom: Kristy 
Duncan Johnson sits in her custom 1969 FIAT 
500 (Cinquecento in Italian),  This unique 500 has 
no roof, upgraded disc brakes, and reupholstered 
leather. People are always asking to ride in Ms. 
Johnson’s custom 500; she says. “It’s like a pony 
ride.” A look at the 1969 FIAT’s rear-mounted 
engine.  According to Ms. Johnson, it was tested at 
18.2 horsepower—a far cry from the latest FIAT 
500 Abarth’s 160 horsepower. 

This page, left, top: Part of Ms. Johnson’s FIAT 
collection (from left): The 1969 custom 500, a 
2012 Prima Edizione (first edition) 500 from when 
the car was relaunched in the US, and a 2013 FIAT 
500 Abarth.  Left, center: A look at some of the 
other cars in the collection of Ms. Johnson and her 
husband.  The neighbors “just smile and shake their 
head a bit, thinking we might be a bit crazy,” she 
says. Left, bottom: More of the backyard collection. 

Below:  Another view of the custom 1969 
500.  Very bottom: Ms. Johnson’s custom plate is a 
reference to the FIAT 500’s ancestor, the Topoli-
no, a FIAT made before and after World War II. 
Topolino means “little mouse” in Italian and is also 
the Italian name for Mickey Mouse.

www.fiatnorthwest.org


4   The FIAT-isti December 2014 www.fiatnorthwest.org

T his is the �rst installment of many that will present a 
website of possible interest to club members. �e series 

will focus on sites related to driving events, vendors, techni-
cal matters, other clubs, and individual enthusiasts. We will 
look at both vintage and contemporary cars.

I am an unabashed Europhile and romantic when it comes 
to vintage European automobiles (and food)! I like them all, 
from Citroëns and Renaults to Bugatti (from bangers and 
mash to Coquilles St. Jacques (… never mind that I can’t pro-
nounce it properly).

�at makes this �rst site one that I visit almost every 
workday during my lunch break! But hey, they’re all good 
when you have the curse of passion for the automobile!

�is month we look at a favorite of mine: Classic Car 
Passion (www.classiccarpassion.com/en.aspx). �is site is 
available in three languages, so be sure to click on the little 
‘EN’ button near the top of the page if the text is not in En-
glish when you get there.

So what is so good about the Classic Car Passion website? 
It has lots of photos of people actually using their cars the way 
the cars were meant to—driving them around the country-
side! �at is not to say you won’t see coverage of car shows 
and vintage racing events. Even coverage of those events 
features photos pleasing to view.

�e Europeans do things a little di�erently than we do. In 
many of the photos found here you will notice they dress up 
for the occasion. (Surely I think most of them are better o� �-
nancially than many of us FIAT owners—just look at the cars). 
But nonetheless, they add a bit of class to their events with the 
clothes they wear.

So visit the site and see what you think…  

Allure of the 
Automobile
Article by Bert Cripe

All of these cars are for sale on the Classic Car 
Passion website. From top:  A 1962 Austin Healey
BT7 3 Carbus; a 1971 FIAT Cabriolet; a 1938  
Simca 8; and a 1977 FIAT 127 L. Hmm, a little 
holiday shopping, anyone?

www.fiatnorthwest.org
www.classiccarpassion.com/en.aspx
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We had our FIAT for about two 

years, and it was a wonderful 

learning experience. All in all,  

I believe we disassembed about 

40 percent of the car, which was 

the first time that I had ever done 

such a thing.

Farewell to Papa Luigi
Article and photos by Brian Canfield

This is a special weekend for me here, as yesterday we 
packed up Papa Luigi (our 1958 FIAT Millecento), and 

he was trailered away to a new home in Vancouver, Wash-
ington. We had our FIAT for about two years, and it was a 
wonderful learning experience. All in all, I believe we disas-
sembled about 40 percent of the car, which was the �rst time 
that I had ever done such a thing.

One of our initial goals was to learn how to restore a car, 
and the Mille seemed like it would be very simple and easy 
to restore, which for the most part, it was. I enjoyed learning 
what it takes to locate and source parts and manuals from 
Italy and other parts of the world. 

In the end, I was projecting that it would be several more 
years before the car would be completed; so I decided to sell 
it in lieu of hopefully getting a driver instead. 

I want to thank you all for your support, letting me share 
my experience in the FEN newsletter, all of the great times 
(and food) at the events, and the technical support—it’s been 
a blast. We are keeping our eyes open for an early 500 trans-
formable, hopefully one that is already running.

I look forward to seeing you all around at future events and 
at the race track.   

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN FIAT Foto — Part 2
David Moise

Based on the success of and positive feedback from the 
“Fun-Filled-FIAT-Foto Night” held at November’s 
FEN North-End meeting, I’ve volunteered to show some 
more photos as a continuous loop at the upcoming FEN 
Holiday Party at Dan and Sue Carson’s house in Tacoma 
in just a week … I’ll be bringing the laptop, screen, pro-
jector, and will set it up where you can view the slides, 
yet where it will be somewhat out of the way.

Here’s how you can participate. Simply send me by 
reply to this message (only to me) up to 10 of your 
BEST photos from car events held this year. If you 
can, please scan and include with the 10 a photo of 
your first car and/or your first Italian car!

Specifications & Deadline

• Must be in the jpeg (JPG) format.

• Resolution somewhere between 300 kb to 3 MB 
(no smaller or larger please).

• Please simply attach them to an email directly to 
me, NOT embedded in a Word file or other 
document..

• In order to be part of the program, PLEASE get 
them to me by Tuesday night, 12/2  
(dmoise@comcast.net).

• IMPORTANT: Even if you’ve already sent some 
photos to Bert and they’re posted on the FEN 
website, please edit and send your best 10 
to me in the size and resolution listed 
above for this slide show. Most posted in our web 
gallery are automatically sized down so they look 
okay on the website but will project extra small 
on a screen, so I can’t use them!

The more members who participate, the more fun it will 
be! Should be a hoot!

FIAT  Trivia: Did You Know?

A Zagato-bodied 1949 FIAT 750 
MM  Topolino finished 4th in the 
1949 Mille Miglia, with an average 
speed of 57 mph.

FEN November  
Membership
New & Renewing Members
Thank you to Alex Sargeant and Joe 
Elliott for renewing their member-
ships.  And we heartily welcome new 
members Steve and Diane Kienholz 
from Puyallup, who have a 1980 FIAT 
124 Spider;  Zane Lowery from Des 
Moines,  Washington, who has a 1973 
FIAT 850; and Joe Potter.

What Option Package Is That?

While trying out a used 
‘85 Toyota van, I asked the 
salesman if the factory ice 
maker worked. 

“Ice maker! I never heard of 
an ice maker in a car.” 

I opened the refrigerator 
between the seats, and 
to the amazement of the 
incredulous fellow, pulled out 
an ice-cube tray.

— Rex Rice

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Board Minutes  
November 5, 2014
All board members were present. Treasurer Leroy Meitzner 
arrived a little late, but a full quorum was met. A brief dis-
cussion was held of the yearly calendar. It was agreed that we 
would try to �nalize the full 2015 calendar by the February 
2015 meeting, so that members would have a planning tool 
available to them.

A full discussion of our annual car show was held and 
whether to continue it as we have been or join the Alfa Club 
in cohosting a joint car show. It was unanimous that we con-
tinue with the Triple XXX for another year and that we need 
committees for awards, ra�es, and T-shirts. Volunteers will 
be called upon a�er the �rst of the new year.

Since all of the o�cers of 2014 agreed to serve another 
year, Carrie moved and Sooz seconded a motion to approve 
the o�cers as stated. �e majority approved the measure.

David Moise mentioned that 2016 will be our club’s 25th 
anniversary and asked the board to vote whether they were 
in favor of making it a special year with special events. �e 
board unanimously approved. 

�e board meeting was adjourned and the regular meet-
ing for the month was then held.

FEN Meeting Minutes
�e meeting was called to order a little late by Vice-President 
David Moise. Approximately 28 members were present for 
the North-End meeting.

Reports and Announcements
• David reminded everyone that there will not be a Decem-

ber meeting because we have the holiday party instead. 
Everyone is to bring a side dish, BYOB, and a white 
elephant gi� not to exceed $10 in value. �e party will 
be held again at Sue and Dan Carson’s historic home in 
Tacoma, on December 6.

• Chloe Pruczinski announced that she recently graduated 
from Universal Technical School in Sacramento, Cali-
fornia, as a certi�ed automotive tech, and she thanked 
the club for our contribution to her scholarship. She has 
already been hired by Speedway Chevrolet in Monroe as 
an entry-level auto tech. We are all so proud of her!

• Kudos were given to Mi Ae for her 
�rst-class editing of our newsletter.

• Gordie announced the Alfa Club 
is holding a driver skills class at 
Evergreen Raceway in Monroe 
on Saturday for $95 for a 4-hour 
session. It covers mostly ground 
school, skidpad, skill enhance-
ment, etc. More info was in the 
October newsletter.

• �anks were extended to Bert, 
Diana, Dan, and Sooz for the fall 
events they hosted. Mi Ae men-
tioned that she would like more 
content for the newsletter, so 
would appreciate any member’s 
contribution, particularly on the 
newer FIATs and product reviews.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Leroy Meitzner said that the 
Club is solvent, and expenses for Oc-
tober were a little more than income 
that month because of the Fall Leaves 
Tour. He also stated that on an annual 
basis, our income is slightly higher 
than last year. We have three new 
members and he has sent reminders to 
existing members to renew their dues. 
Dues are still a bargain at $25 a year. 
As of November we have 85 members.

New Business

• David also called for anyone to 
submit any suggestions for future 
drives or tours they’d like to see.

�e meeting then ended with our 
door prize drawing and a slideshow of 
old FEN pictures over the years.

Respectfully submitted,
Suzanne Rian, North-End Secretary

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FEN Calendar
December 3  No regular meeting in 
December, Holiday Potluck Party instead!

December 6  FEN Holiday Party
WHEN: 1 to 5 pm
WHERE: Home of Sue & Dan Carson,  
910 S. Proctor St., Tacoma WA 98405
WHAT TO BRING: A side dish, salad, or 
dessert, and BYOB plus your good spirits, 
of course! (Ham, sparkling cider, and paper 
goods provided by FEN.)
AND BRING: A “White Elephant” gi� 
(valued at $10 +/-) for the gi� exchange
Please RSVP David Moise by email (only to 
me by Tuesday 12/2) so that we know how 
many to prepare for! (dmoise@comcast.net)

And refer to my previous message about 
photos from this year’s FEN events; deadline 
for those is also this coming Tuesday (details 
are on page 6 of this newsletter).

January 3  NWARC New Year Anti 
Football Drive. Visit the Alfa Romeo Club’s 
website (www.nwalfaclub.com) for details.

January 7  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 
pm, but come early for dinner.

January 13  South Sound Social meeting 
at the Homestead Restaurant, 7837 South 
Tacoma Way, Tacoma, WA 98409, 253-476-
9000. Plan to arrive between 6:30 and 7:00 pm. 

�is evening event is a social opportunity to 
get to know other club members you may not 
have met yet and catch up with those you do 
know.

February 4  Regular club meeting 
(south) at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 
Sunset Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 
7 pm, but come early for dinner from the 
regular menu.

March 4  Regular club meeting (North) 
at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 
pm, but come early for dinner. 

March 10  South Sound Social meeting 
at the Homestead Restaurant, 7837 South 
Tacoma Way, Tacoma, WA 98409, 253-476-
9000. Plan to arrive between 6:30 and 7:00 pm. 
�is evening event is a social opportunity to 
get to know other club members you may not 
have met yet and catch up with those you do 
know.

April 1  Regular club meeting (south) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come 
early for dinner from the regular menu.

April 25  MG Car Club’s 34th Annual 
Tulip Rallye. Once posted, details will be 
available at the MG club website: www.
mgccnwc.com

April 26  9th Annual All Italian Car Show, 
details can be found at the event website once 
established: www.allitaliancarshow.com

Check the FEN website for more exciting calendar events!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.nwalfaclub.com/
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Club Officers 

President:
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President:
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North):
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South):  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership:  
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor:  
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member at Large: 
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

A Roundup of FIAT Activity 
at the Recent LA Auto Show
By Alex Sargeant

Since 2011, FIAT has traditionally used the November Los 
Angeles Auto Show to introduce major new products 

for North America. �is year was no exception. Following 
the international introduction of the 2016 FIAT 500X at 
the Paris Auto Salon in September, the North American 
version of the 500X was �nally unveiled in detail in Los 
Angeles on November 20. Full speci�cations and several 
new commercials were introduced during the 20-minute 
presentation headlined by FIAT brand CEO Olivier Francois. 
Francois highlighted that the 500X is entering a burgeoning 
segment of the world auto market. �ere is strong demand 
for compact CUVs around the world, and the 500X will be 
competing directly with new o�erings from BMW, Honda, 
Mazda, and Mercedes-Benz.

�e biggest surprise is the announcement that the 
standard engine with AWD will be the 2.4L Tigershark 
I-4 instead of the 1.4L Multiair Turbo I-4 used in the 500L 
and Abarth. With 180 hp, this is the most powerful engine 
ever o�ered in a FIAT in North America. �is is even more 
powerful than the 2.4L V-6 o�ered in the FIAT/Ferrari Dino 
Coupe and Cabriolet in the early 1970s. �e 160-hp 1.4L 
Multiair Turbo will be available in FWD only. Two transmis-
sion choices will be available: a six-speed manual and a nine-
speed automatic. �e AWD system introduces some new 
technology for improved performance and fuel economy. In 
good traction conditions, when power to all four wheels isn’t 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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necessary, the system can automatically decouple the drive 
power to the rear wheels to minimize parasitic power loss. 
�ere are also three driver-selectable performance levels. 
�e 500X also marks the �rst introduction by FIAT of many 
driver aids, including blind spot monitoring, lane departure 
warnings, automatic braking for collision avoidance, keyless 
entry, and remote start. Expect to see the 2016 500X in local 
showrooms in late spring of 2015.

Several entertaining new commercials were introduced 
during Francois’s presentation, and they are now available on 
both FIATUSA.com and YouTube (see an example here at 
http://safeshare.tv/w/IEgQqEQmpJ. �ey continue the ir-
reverent and slightly sexy tone that FIAT has well established 
in the North American marketing program. �e standout 
commercial for FIAT enthusiasts is the visit to Fix It Again 
Tony’s repair shop (http://adage.com/article/cmo-strategy/
�at-confronts-�x-tony-ad/295985). A big treat at the LA 
Show for vintage FIAT lovers was the display of an original 
wood-and-clay-styling buck for the �rst FIAT 500 from 1957. 
�is is a reminder that back in the old days before comput-
er-aided design, it took a whole team of designers and sculp-
tors to create the �rst 3-D visions of a new car concept.

FIAT decided to focus attention exclusively on the 500X 
and didn’t make any new announcements about the upcom-
ing roadster, sedans, pickup truck, or expanded territory for 
500e sales. We can probably expect to hear more about those 
in Detroit in January.   

Alex Sargeant is the Senior FIAT Enthusiast at Rairdon’s FIAT of Kirkland and a 
member of FEN.

Photo credits: Opposite page:  Olivier Francois 
and the 500X at the LA Auto Show (Marcus Yam 
of the LA Times). This page, far left: The Mopar-
accessorized FIAT 500X (www.technologytell.com); 
Above, top to bottom: Interior of the FIAT 500X 
(http://ww1.hdnux.com); and the wood-and-clay 
styling buck for the original FIAT 500 (http://i.kinja-
img.com/ and www.hemmings.com).

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

�e following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 
Know of other news or items of interest? Send them to Mi Ae at miae@whatnowdesign.com. And thanks!

Watch a 28.5L FIAT start for the �rst time in a century and be afraid (Jalopnik, Dec 1, 2014)   
http://jalopnik.com/watch-a-28-5l-�at-start-for-the-�rst-time-in-a-centur-1665309191

Marchionne is FIAT Chrysler’s miracle worker (Automotive News, Dec 1, 2014)  http://www.
autonews.com/article/20141201/OEM02/312019962/marchionne-is-�at-chryslers-miracle-worker

Fiat �nally confronts “Fix It Again, Tony” (Ad Age, Nov 24, 2014)  http://adage.com/article/cmo-
strategy/�at-confronts-�x-tony-ad/295985/

FIAT Chrysler mulls Ferrari loyalty share scheme (CNBC, Nov 28, 2014)  http://cnb.cx/11BdirF

Do you approve James Bond’s Aston Martin FIAT 500 tradeo�? (Torque News, Nov 28, 2014)  http://ow.ly/Fc5sf

Fiat ready to roll with 500X subcompact crossover (Detroit Free Press, Nov 20, 2014)
http://on.freep.com/1qZcoeV

Alfa Romeo Mito QV new car review (Drive.com.au, Dec 2, 2014)  http://www.drive.com.au/new-car-
reviews/alfa-romeo-mito-qv-new-car-review-20141202-11y76b.html

Alfa Romeo is o�cially back in the US (Detroit Free Press, Nov 20, 2014)  http://www.freep.com/story/
money/cars/chrysler/2014/11/19/alfa-romeo-c-los-angeles-auto-show/19300361/

Alfa Romeo starts work on Maserati-based SUV (Autocar.co.uk, Nov 6, 2014)  http://www.autocar.co.uk/
car-news/scoop/alfa-romeo-starts-work-maserati-based-suv

Alfa Romeo adding eight models by 2018 (Automobile Magazine, Nov 25, 2014)  http://ow.ly/Fc6Xv

Lazzarini dreams up Ferrari-powered, Hennessey-tuned Alfa Romeo 4C (Autoblog, Nov 18, 2014)  
http://www.autoblog.com/2014/11/18/alfa-romeo-4c-de�nitiva-lazzarini-hennessey/

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://jalopnik.com/watch-a-28-5l-fiat-start-for-the-first-time-in-a-centur-1665309191
http://www.autonews.com/article/20141201/OEM02/312019962/marchionne-is-fiat-chryslers-miracle-worker
http://www.autonews.com/article/20141201/OEM02/312019962/marchionne-is-fiat-chryslers-miracle-worker
 http://www.autonews.com/article/20141201/RETAIL03/312019974/fiat-finally-confronts-fix-it-again-tony
http://adage.com/article/cmo-strategy/fiat-confronts-fix-tony-ad/295985/
http://adage.com/article/cmo-strategy/fiat-confronts-fix-tony-ad/295985/
http://cnb.cx/11BdirF
http://on.freep.com/1qZcoeV
http://www.drive.com.au/new-car-reviews/alfa-romeo-mito-qv-new-car-review-20141202-11y76b.html
http://www.drive.com.au/new-car-reviews/alfa-romeo-mito-qv-new-car-review-20141202-11y76b.html
http://www.freep.com/story/money/cars/chrysler/2014/11/19/alfa-romeo-c-los-angeles-auto-show/19300361/
http://www.freep.com/story/money/cars/chrysler/2014/11/19/alfa-romeo-c-los-angeles-auto-show/19300361/
http://www.autocar.co.uk/car-news/scoop/alfa-romeo-starts-work-maserati-based-suv
http://www.autocar.co.uk/car-news/scoop/alfa-romeo-starts-work-maserati-based-suv
http://ow.ly/Fc6Xv
http://www.autoblog.com/2014/11/18/alfa-romeo-4c-definitiva-lazzarini-hennessey/

