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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car 
(FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthu-
siasts who meet regularly throughout 
the year. In general, our club is geared 
towards social rather than the techni-
cal. The club is incorporated as a non-
profit club in Washington State and is 
an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 
Club meetings are held monthly, except 
for July and December. A picnic in July 
and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings. The regu-
lar meeting location alternates monthly 
between Mill Creek and Renton. We 
also hold a South Sound Social meet-
ing (every other month) for those who 
live in Pierce and Thurston Counties. 
FEN also hosts rallies and other events 
throughout the year.

Ihope everyone is getting lots of seat time in their convert-
ible FIAT these days. �e weather has been great!

We had a nice turnout for the club picnic at the LeMay 
car museum on July 13th, and it was cool to see so many 
interesting microcars. �e organizers said they had 85 cars to-
tal, and of that about 37 were FIAT or Lancia cars. �anks ev-
eryone for bringing food to share and hanging out. �e temps 
were high, but a light cloudiness meant it wasn’t too hot.

In addition to our picnic in July, I also traveled to my 
15th Mira�ori.com gathering in Ashland, Oregon. Getting 
ready for the event and some other details made it an adven-
ture! (See page 6 for more details.)

Coming up we have several ways to join our Alfa friends 
for some of their events, as well as an upcoming Second An-
nual Sunrise Spider Rally.

Also, we may have an opportunity to show some of our 
club’s members’ cars at the LeMay museum in their Club 
Corner. More on that at the next meeting. Hope to see you 
there!    

— Greg Smith, Vice-President

Above:  One of our own FENsters cars at the The Great Pacific Northwest 
Microcar and Minicar Extravaganza, July 13, 2014. Picture by Mi Ae Lipe.
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Sunday the 13th dawned pleasant and sunny, with light 
breezes o� the waters of Tacoma. It was perfect weather 

for our annual July FEN picnic, held this time on the lawns of 
the LeMay Car Museum, which was hosting the 10th Annual 
Great Paci�c NW Microcar and Minicar Extravaganza that 
weekend.

And an extravaganza it was—dozens upon dozens of 
delightful little cars scattered across the lawn, many of them 
modi�ed, restored by varying degrees, or even handbuilt—
and all of them unlikely to be seen on regular roads.

�e centerpiece of the event on Saturday the 12th was a 
rally in which cars and owners traveled by ferry to Vashon 
Island for a lively drive on country roads there. 

On Sunday the 13th, a car show with judging took place. 
Eventmaster Bruce Richmond said that not all of the cars 
that went on the rally showed up on the show �eld, but they 
are included in the overall count listed below (tallied by 
recognized brands). �is list does not count the new FIAT 

Invasion of the MicroCars!  
July 11–13, 2014  By Mi Ae Lipe with contributions from Burt Richmond

An extravaganza it was—dozens 

upon dozens of delightful little cars 

of all shapes and vintages were 

scattered across the lawn, many of 

them modified, restored by varying 

degrees, or even handbuilt—and 

most of them unlikely to be seen  

on regular roads.

Above:  Courtesy of Bruce Richmond.  
Opposite page:  All pictures by Mi Ae Lipe. On pages 
4 and 5, all pictures by Mi Ae Lipe except for the two 
very small ones on top right on page 5; these are 
courtesy of Bruce Richmond.
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500s (5 came from FIAT of Tacoma, who was an event 
sponsor). Nor does it necessarily include the cars by FEN 
participants, but this generally represents what was there:

• 82 total registered cars on the show �eld on Sunday
• 47 cars went on the Saturday Vashon Island Rally
And by make:
• 7 Citroen 2CV
• 6 Isetta
• 8  Subaru 360 or Sanbar vans & pickups
• 5 FIAT 500/600 (a NSU-FIAT Weinsberg won Best 

Restored – Floyd and Caitlin Campbell)
• 1 FIAT Multipla
• 1 FIAT OTAS
• 1 FIAT 850 Coupe (Don and Cheryl Wengard)
• 2 Lancia
• 4 FIAT Spyder
• 2 Freeway
• 2 Messerschmitt KR200
• 3 Honda 600
• 2 Renault 4CV
• 3 Berkley
• 2 Heinkel Kabine
• 2 Morris Minor
• 1 Goggomobile
• 1 King Midget
• 1 Austin
• 1 Steyer Puch 

Hal�inger
And where from:
• 4 from Atlanta, GA
• 3 from AZ
• 2 from ID
• 2 from Reno, NV
• 1 from Nashville—owner had his car shipped!
• 3 from British Columbia (Vancouver and Kelowa)
• 12 from CA
• 23 from OR
• 57 from WA
• 107 people with approximately 82 cars  

(and several folks brought multiple cars)

FEN members brought at least 23 cars to display on 
Sunday, a more than respectable turnout. An enormous 
THANK YOU to all who brought cars and the great food 
as well! [More photos on next pages!]          



4   The FIAT-isti August 2014 www.fiatnorthwest.org

The 10th Annual Great Pacific NW 
Microcar and Minicar Extravaganza 
at the LeMay Museum, Tacoma, 
July 13, 2014.
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My preparations for this years Mira�ori.com’s Ore’14 
FIAT gathering in Ashland included a last-minute 

head gasket change. I had been suspecting a leaking gasket 
for some time, because I was having to bleed air out of the 
cooling system a�er every couple of hours of driving, and oc-
casionally I smelled coolant when driving. When the Scorpi-
on ran hot returning to Olympia from the club picnic, I knew 
it was time to get it done.

Sunday evening I drained the coolant and made other 
basic preparations. Monday morning I pulled the head, and 
found several of the pistons steam cleaned from apparent 
head gasket leakage. My usual machinist couldn’t surface the 
head because of the slanted manifold mounting surfaces, but 
recommended me to another shop.

With some persuasion they agreed to surface it by the 
next day. I spent the rest of Monday cleaning the pistons and 
making other preparations for the install.

I picked up the head and installed it Tuesday a�ernoon, 
and the assembly went smoothly. I turned the engine several 
times by hand during assembly as I was nervous about valves 
and pistons touching. Everything was �ne, so I closed it up 
and re�lled the coolant. I warmed it up and took a test drive, 
parking at 9 pm.

On Wednesday morning I got up very early and re-
torqued the head bolts. A quick oil change and the car was 

Overheating in Oregon (and Mirafiori ‘14)
 July 17–20, 2014  Article and photos by Greg Smith

There’s always a large group  

from the San Francisco Bay Area 

that attend the Mirafiori event in 

Oregon, as well as folks from Idaho, 

Pennsylvania, and, in past years, 

even other countries.

Above: Gathering of the cars on the lake, which is 
down 20 feet because of a lack of snow from the 
previous winter. In fact, the cars are actually sitting 
in the boat slips that are dry from the lake being 
so low.
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ready for the trip—Hazel and I had already packed. We le� 
Olympia around 5:30 am in an e�ort to beat the southern Or-
egon heat, which had been 107°F the day before. �e car ran 
�awlessly during the drive, although I thought the mileage 
was down, and we made good time.

Ashland was sweltering as we made a stop at NAPA Auto 
Parts for a new O2 sensor and groceries, and we made very 
good time up the hill to the lakeside campground, which is 
the epicenter of the event. I’ve been too busy to calculate the 
return mileage, but on the trip down, it was as high as 26 mpg.

�is year the lake was about 20 feet lower than usual; 
almost no snow over the winter meant very little runo� for 
the lake to collect. It was still good for swimming though! 
Over the next few days we reacquainted ourselves with many 
West Coast FIAT enthusiasts we have seen at the event over 
the years. �ere’s always a large group from the San Francisco 
Bay Area that attend, as well as folks from Idaho, Pennsyl-
vania, and, in past years, even other countries. We gathered 
for a group breakfast and dinner on Saturday, and a�erward 
there was a camp�re presentation and lots of socializing.

�e next morning we broke camp and a�er a stop for gas, 
entered I-5 for the drive back. �en disaster of sorts struck. 
�e Scorpion lost all power, and I had to move it to the 
shoulder. A�er some stressful minutes on the side of the free-

way, it ran again, so I drove on. I didn’t 
get far—it stalled again and we were 
stuck once more. I checked various 
things and couldn’t �gure out what the 
problem was, and the heavy wind and 
noise from the I-5 tra�c was making 
diagnosis a real challenge.

About the time I was going to call 
AAA, a fellow Mira�ori member Andy 
Jossy spotted me as he drove by and 
stopped to see if he could help. �e 
two of us continued the diagnosis, but 
to no avail. Another Ore’14 attendee, 
Shaun Folkerts from Pennsylvania, also 
stopped by. 

An Oregon state patrol o�cer 
also came by to o�er help, and a plan 
was hatched. �e OSP took Andy and 
Shaun back to their truck/trailer com-
bos, and Andy took his trailered his X 
to the next exit and dropped it o� at a 
restaurant so he could double back to 
pick up my car. �e Scorpion just bare-
ly �t on the trailer (it’s 6 inches wider 
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than an X), and Andy and Shaun pushed it onto the deck 
while I steered.

Back at Andy’s place in Medford (I told you I didn’t 
get far), we were able to do more diagnosis. We found 
that no fuel was getting to the cylinders. We replaced 
the fuel pump and �lter, thinking we had found the 
problem. But a few miles away the car stalled again. 
Some more diagnosis in a local hotel parking lot re-
vealed that the injectors weren’t �ring. �e wiring 
was all intact, but eventually I found some corrosion 
on some of the fuel injection computer’s plug tabs. I 
cleaned this and the car started right up. I stopped back 
at Andy’s to borrow another ECU just in case, and �nal-
ly Hazel and I were back on the road.

�e drive home was long and boring, but I was 
satis�ed just that we were able to make the drive. I 
dropped Hazel o� at her cousin’s house in Portland (she 
was heading to Ninja camp) and was relieved to pull 
into my garage near midnight.

Except for the trouble in Medford, the trip was 
enjoyable and we will return next year, when the event 
will be held at a nearby group camp that has a kitchen, 
cabins, and other amenities for a change of pace. Rumor 
has it that the track day event will also return a�er a 
2-year break.    

FEN Meeting Minutes
There are no July meeting minutes because the annual FEN picnic was held in lieu of the meeting.
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For Sale
Relatively rare 1958 FIAT 
Millecento project car  
offered by a FEN member  
Brian Canfield…

“We have enjoyed working on our FIAT 
Millecento restoration project, but have been 
offered a different classic FIAT, which runs 
and we are very excited about. So, we have 
decided to sell our 1958 FIAT Millecento. 
We have gotten off to a great start on the 
restoration and we would like to pass the 
torch on this fun project, so we can pick up 
our other FIAT interest.

This car has been in Washington its entire 
life and spent most of its time in Eastern 
WA.  The car is 98 percent complete. The 
majority of the car is rust-free; however, 
in the rear fenders and lower sides of the 
trunk, there is rust that will need to be 
repaired. Overall, it’s amazing how intact the 
car is. Currently, the frozen motor and transmission are out, as I was going to send the motor to rebuild. 
The engine compartment, lights, and a few other things have been removed, but are well sorted and 
documented.

Since purchase, I have picked up NOS parts, manuals, and gathered a lot of resource information. The 
car will come with three manuals—two are factory and one of which is the 300-page factory service 
manual. It will also come with all of the parts, a list of known missing parts, resources, and all of the 
photos and video that were taken during the disassembly process.

It’s a great car and we’d love for it to have a great home here in the NW.  If you search online, you will 
find that Jay Leno also has one and there is lots of video there for reference as well. I am asking $1,500 
for anyone here in the Northwest and am happy to answer any questions you may have.  Thanks.”

Contact Brian Canfield by email at blcanfield@hotmail.com or by phone at  
206-234-2523. Car is located in the Gig Harbor area.

Photos of this car are available in our gallery:  
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org/gallery/index.php/Brian-Canfield-s-Fiat-1100-project-car
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Check the FEN website for more exciting calendar events!

FEN Calendar
August 6  Regular club meeting (south) 
at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd 
NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but 
come early for dinner from the regular menu.

August 9  NW Alfa Romeo Club’s 
Summer Drive. Details on their website:  
www.nwalfaclub.com

August 16  NW Alfa Romeo Club’s 
Track Day — CANCELED.

August 23  NW Alfa Romeo Club’s 
Viva Italia. 11 am–4 pm. Columbia 
Winery, Woodinville, WA. FENsters are 
highly encouraged to attend—we’d love 
more participation!! All-Italian cars and 
motorcycles. No charge, no judging, nothing 
but other Italian car and motorcycle fans 
hanging out for the day. www.nwalfaclub.com

TBD  Second Annual Sunrise Spider Rally. 
Staged by Mike and Dianna Coile. Details 
will be provided once they are set. You can 
�nd photos of the 2013 drive in our Gallery.

Sept 3  Regular club meeting (North) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at  
7 pm, but come early for dinner.

Sept 9  South Sound Social meeting at the 
Homestead Restaurant, 7837 South Tacoma 
Way, Tacoma, WA 98409, 253-476-9000. Plan 
to arrive between 6:30 and 7:00 pm. �is is a 

short evening event devoted to socializing. 
An opportunity to get to know other club 
members you may not have met yet and catch 
up with those you do know.

Sept 13–15  NW Alfa Romeo Club’s 
Half Fast Lap of Washington-San Juan Island 
Tour. Details on their website:  
www.nwalfaclub.com

Sept 27–28  Seattle Festa Italiana at 
Seattle Center. Details will eventually be 
found at: www.festaseattle.com

TBD  �e Citroën Club’s Summer Drive. 
Details will be posted when available.

October 1  Regular club meeting (south) 
at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd 
NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but 
come early for dinner from the regular menu.

October 4–6  Grays Harbor Tour. �e 
tour is full but you can submit your name on 
the wait list! More info on our website:  
www.�atnorthwest.org

October 19  Fall Leaves Tour. Contact 
the Rians at dsrian@frontier.com for info.

November 5  Regular club meeting 
(North) at Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 
Aurora Ave N, Shoreline, 206-546-2900. 
Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come early for 
dinner.
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FEN July  
Membership
A big thank you to all our new and 
renewing members! A gentle  
reminder that if you haven’t paid your 
dues yet, send a check or money order 
(payable to “FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west”) to:

FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest 
Membership
4211 210th Place NE
Sammamish, WA 98074

You can also now pay your dues using 
PayPal by going to the FEN website 
(www.�atnorthwest.org) and follow-
ing the Membership link on the le� 
side of the homepage. Just click on the  
Membership Renewal PayPal button to 
have your dues transferred using your 
own PayPal account, or your debit or 
credit card. Or you may pay  
LeRoy Meitzner in person at one of the 
monthly club meetings. He can accept 
cash, checks, or debit/credit cards.

New Members
No new members

Renewing Members
Gene Davis

FIAT  Trivia: Did You Know?

FIAT began manufacturing aircraft 
engines in 1908.  The first one 
developed is the 50-hp SA 8/75, 
which incorporates experience 
acquired on the auto racing circuit.

My Road Trip to Astoria
by Jon Schmitt  
Ryderwood,  Washington (near Castle Rock)

On June 28th, my wife and I decided to tempt fate and take 
our trusty ‘71 Spyder on a day trip to Astoria, Oregon. It’s 
about 150 miles roundtrip from our house in Ryderwood, 
Washington. We’ve had the car about two years with very 
little problems, so why not?

The day was cloudy and threatened rain, but we started 
out with the top down. About 15 miles into the trip the rain 
started, so up went the top (sigh). After crossing over to the 
Oregon side of the Columbia River at Longview, we head-
ed west. At this point the rain was pretty heavy, but as we 
passed through Claskine, Oregon, the rain ended.

About 2 miles west of Claskine the car felt funny, like a 
rear wheel was loose. I pulled over and got out and started 
checking things. (After all, it is a FIAT). Turns out the left rear 
caliper was stuck and the rear wheel was HOT! No amount 
of coaxing would help, so I called for a tow (or tried to). Cell 
phone reception was spotty and soon my battery was dead.  

Like a miracle, an Oregon state highway rescue truck 
pulled up behind me and called for a tow.   We were told  
they would be there in 90 minutes. As promised, 90 minutes 
later the tow truck arrived.  And as fate would have it, the 
tow truck driver said he “used to have a ‘78 spyder,” so the 
hook-up was done smoothly and we were off.
 Never a dull moment with our beloved FIATs. 
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Club Officers 

President:
Greg Smith
360-239-0429
gfs@gregoryfsmith.com

Vice-President:
David Moise
206-719-3186
dmoise@comcast.net

Secretary (North):
Suzanne “Sooz” Rian
425-483-9765
dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South):  
Carrie Rice
360-379-0593
ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership:  
LeRoy Mietzner
425-836-0310
Leroy@mietzners.net

Newsletter Editor:  
Mi Ae Lipe
206-349-2038
miae@whatnowdesign.com

Board Member at Large: 
Rex Rice
360-379-0593
ricerex35@gmail.com

O n July 4th, amid great fanfare that was completely 
ignored in North America, the 2015 FIAT 500X was 

introduced in Mira�ori, Italy. Production will be at Mel�, 
Italy, in the same factory that has begun building the new 
2015 Jeep Renegade. �is will be the �rst Italian-built FIAT 
sold in North America since 1986. �e 500X replaces the 
Sedici in the FIAT product line. �e Sedici was jointly 
developed by Suzuki and FIAT and built in Hungary. It 
was o�ered in the US by Suzuki as the SX4 before Suzuki 
withdrew from the North American market. FIAT never 
o�ered the car outside of Europe.

�e 500X is all-new and carries over nothing from the 
Sedici. Instead it is based on the FIAT-developed small-wide 
platform that has already produced the 500L, 500L Living, 
Ottimo/Viaggio, Dodge Dart, Jeep Renegade, and the-soon-
to-be-revealed next-generation Punto. 

Power for the initial North American version will come 
from the well-proven 1.4L Multiair Turbo unit used in the 
500 Abarth and the 500L. �e AWD system will be a version 
of the new system developed for the Renegade but optimized 
for on-road and so� road performance without the ultralow 
rock crawling mode. European versions will have all of the 
diesel and gasoline engine options currently available in the 
500L. It’s also expected to get the new 9-speed automatic 

2015 FIAT 500X
By Alex Sargeant
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Alex Sargeant is the Senior FIAT Enthusiast at 
Rairdon’s FIAT of Kirkland and a member of FEN. 
He has volunteered to offer occasional contribu-
tions on the modern FIATs for the newsletter.

transmission headed for the other family members on the 
platform, which could result in amazing fuel economy com-
pared to competitor vehicles from Subaru and MINI. It’s not 
expected to get the 2.4L Multiair TigerShark engine o�ered in 
the Renegade.

�e US release and sale information is still coalescing, but 
I expect to see the 500X appear at the fall auto shows and to 
go on sale at US FIAT dealers shortly a�er the Detroit Auto 
Show in January. �ere are interesting rumors of many more 
new products behind the scenes at FIAT, and I should have 
more information about some of them by press time next 
month. It’s an exciting time to be working with FIAT as FCA 
works to expand the FIAT o�erings and bring Alfa Romeo 
back to North America, too.  

Opposite page: The 2015 FIAT 500X (picture from www.blogs.km77.com/).   
This page Includes some pictures of FIAT models not sold in North 
America.  Above: 2013 FIAT  Viaggio (www.autosblog.com). Right, from top 
to bottom:  2015 Jeep Renegade (www.jeep.com);  2014 Dodge Dart (www.
topismag.org);  2014 FIAT 500 Living (www.netcarshow.com); FIAT 500X (www.
bravofiat.com); FIAT Ottimo (www.icarreview.com).

FIAT of Kirkland would like to offer  
FEN members the opportunity to display  
their vintage FIATs, Lancias, Alfa Romeos, or  
other interesting vintage Italian automobiles,  
motorcycles, or scooters in our showroom. 

Please contact Alex Sargeant at  
425-821-0900 or alexsar@yahoo.com for  
details if you are interested in participating.
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

�e following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 
Know of other news or items of interest? Send them to Mi Ae at miae@whatnowdesign.com. And thanks!

For some investors, FIAT’s meeting to approve Chrysler merger felt like a funeral  
(Automotive News Europe, August 1, 2014)
http://europe.autonews.com/article/20140801/BLOG15/140809987/for-some-investors-�ats-meeting-to-
approve-chrysler-merger-felt

9 dinky ways to get from berth to beach (ClassicDriver.com, August 1, 2014)  
http://www.classicdriver.com/en/article/cars/9-dinky-ways-get-berth-beach

Ferrari and Maserati are bright spots in FIAT’s disappointing earnings (Business Insider India, July 30, 2014)
http://www.businessinsider.in/Ferrari-And-Maserati-Are-Bright-Spots-In-Fiats-Disappointing-Earnings/
articleshow/39308731.cms

Spotted in China: Polski Fiat 126P (CarNewsChina, July 28, 2014)
http://www.carnewschina.com/2014/07/28/spotted-in-china-polski-�at-126p/

Taken for a vintage ride! (Pune Mirror, July 28, 2014)
http://www.punemirror.in/pune/others/Taken-for-a-vintage-ride/articleshow/39125999.cms

FIAT Panda Cross review (Autoexpress.co.uk, July 18, 2014)  
http://www.autoexpress.co.uk/�at/panda/87937/�at-panda-cross-2014-review

What will help FIAT’s sluggish momentum in the United States? (Benzinga, July 14, 2014) 
http://ow.ly/zSOwu

FIAT turns to comedy video website Funny Or Die w/ new Italian-centric videos (Autoblog, July 9, 2014)
http://ca.autoblog.com/2014/07/09/�at-funny-or-die-italian-centric-video-commercial

Will FIAT’s wacky commercials pay o�? (SeekingAlpha.com July 9, 2014)
http://seekingalpha.com/article/2305795-will-�ats-wacky-commercials-pay-o�


