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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car (FIAT, 
Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts who 
meet regularly throughout the year. In gen-
eral, our club is geared towards social rath-
er than the technical. The club is incorporat-
ed as a nonprofit club in Washington State 
and is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt social club. 
Club meetings are held monthly, except for 
July and December. A picnic in July and a 
holiday party in December take the place 
of regular meetings. The regular meeting 
location alternates monthly between Mill 
Creek and Renton. We also hold a South 
Sound Social meeting (every other month) 
for those who live in Pierce and Thurston 
Counties. FEN also hosts rallies and other 
events throughout the year.

Now that the driving season is in full swing, I hope you’re out 
and about in your FIAT. I’m looking forward to more driving 

myself, especially this summer. After some detailing for our All-Ital-
ian Car Show, my Scorpion is looking presentable enough to last 
until fall.

Our 8th annual All-Italian Car Show was a great success, despite 
the assigned Easter event date. Led by Aaron Wong, the hard-work-
ing event team made it an enjoyable event. The hard workers includ-
ed Dave and Tina Pruczinski, Dan and Sooz, Rian, Rex and Carrie 
Rice, and probably quite a few I’m forgetting.

We had around 54 cars, and the spectator turnout was also 
pretty good. Local clubs attending included the Northwest Alfa 
Romeo Club, the Northwest Region Ferrari Club of America, Pan-
teras Northwest, and the local X1/9 owners from Xwebforums.org. 
Attendees included folks from as far away as Idaho, so it’s not just 
a local event. Things seemed to go pretty well with the simplified 
format. If you have suggestions for next year, or want to head up next 
year’s committee, please let Aaron or myself know.

For myself, coming from Olympia presents its own challenges 
but the improving weather, light traffic, and my car all combined to 
make my trip unevent-
ful and quite enjoyable. 
I brought my 13-year-
old enthusiast friend 
Elijah along, which 
helped me appreciate 
some of the cars with 
a fresh perspective. 
Elijah is the kind of 
kid who can tell you what year a car is from the taillights. He knows 
more about Ferraris than I do, and his enthusiasm is unrivaled.

The MGCC Tulip Rally also happened the day before the car show, 
so if anyone from FEN went we hope to hear about it.

Upcoming events include our club’s Spring Primavera Tour, hosted 
by Dave and Tina Pruczinski on May 17th. This promises to be a great 
north-end drive, finishing at the Pruczinskis’ place in Snohomish. 
Another event is July’s Northwest Microcar Xtravaganza at the LeMay 
Car Museum.

I’d like to write more tech help articles for the newsletter, so if 
you have a question or problem you need help with on your FIAT, 
let me know and your car could be featured in a future issue. Thanks 
again to everyone who helped make the car show a success.

— Gregory Smith, President
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After two months of anticipation and preparation, the  
sun came out warm and bright on April 20, Easter 

Sunday, the day of The All-Italian Car Show. By 7 am, the 
Pruczinskis already had the tents up and most of the setup 
completed. At 7:30 am, our first show car roared in, a fiery red 
1991 Ferrari Testarossa, and the show was on!

Show cars trickled in over the next few hours and lined up 
neatly in their assigned areas, guided by Dan Rian. By 11 am, 
we had 50 show cars, and the day would end with a total of 56 
cars present. All marquees were represented at the show, with 
the bonus appearance of an Autobianchi Bianchina “Pan-
oramica.”

Bob Yetter did his usual fine job as the event MC and kept 
the schedule rolling. A total of 107 ballots were collected, from 
which eight award winners were selected and announced 
(please forgive any spelling errors as it was hard to read the 
handwriting on some forms):

FIAT: #41 — 1969 FIAT 500 — Justin Kwong
DE TOMASO: #19 — 1972 De Tomaso Pantera — Bill Birdleboush
MASERATI: #27 — 2014 Ghibli — Mark Glenwood
FERRARI: #29—1969 Dino 246GT — Keith Wintraub
LANCIA: #37 — 1977 Scorpion — Shannon Low
LAMBORGHINI: #34 — 1970 Espada — Dave Lang
ALFA ROMEO: #6 — 1977 Alfetta GT — Tom Callahan
OTHER: #35 — Autobianchi Bianchina “Panoramica” —   
   Tom & Paula Brown

2014 All-Italian Car Show    
April 20, 2014     By Aaron Wong

At 7:30 am, our first show car 

roared in, a fiery red 1991 Ferrari 

Testarossa, and the show was on!

Picture credits:  Above:  Aaron Wong. Opposite page: 
1st column, top to bottom: Rick Bacon, Greg Smith, 
Rick Bacon. 2nd column, top to bottom:  All except 
FIAT 500e by Rick Bacon. FIAT 500e by LeRoy 
Meitzner.  

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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An unusual event was also recorded during the show:  
Justin Kwong chose the occasion to propose to his girlfriend 
with a beautifully restored 1969 FIAT 500 Bianco, with rose 
petals spelling “Marry Me” under the hood!

By 2:30 pm, the sky clouded over, most of the crowd had 
cleared, and show cars began leaving. Packing and cleaning up 
after the event was made easy with club members lending a 
welcomed hand.

Indeed, we were expecting more show cars to attend, but 
all of the participants seem to have had a great time, and our 
club members were not too stressed out to enjoy the event as 
well. All in all, a good show. Thanks everyone!  

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Picture credits: Clockwise from directly above: Rick Bacon; 
T-shirt by Aaron Wong; Ferrari Testarossa by Rick Bacon; 
Lancia Scorpions by Rick Bacon. 1970 Lamborghini Espada 
by LeRoy Meitzner; the Bianchina next to the 2014 FIAT 
500L by Rick Bacon; by Rick Bacon; X1/9s by Greg Smith.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Thank You!

What an event! So many members helped to make the car 
show a successful one, but here are just a few I would highlight:

• Dave and Tina Pruczinski: You carried the heaviest load 
for the event, from preparation to deployment and to clo-
sure of our plan. My grateful thanks for your willingness 
and dedication (not forgetting your son Alec!). Logistics 
would have been impossible without your super-reliable 
and consistent support. Tina also led our Registration 
& Reception crew, which ensured prompt and accurate 
registrations (there is a Ferrari story in this…)

• Bob Yetter: You were our VOICE for the event, and made 
your usual flawless performance. Thank you for keeping 
participants and visitors alike engaged and informed 
throughout the event. Double thanks for providing the 
audio equipment!

• Dan and Sooz Rian: Dan managed our parking strategy 
to ensure the best viewing experience, and optimized the 
space to allow visitors and owners to mingle and share car-
talk. You were working the whole event, thank you! Sooz, 
you effectively multitasked between getting the ballot tick-
ets out, helping me with the ballot counting, and catching 
some Vitamin D. Thank you for your willing help!

• Carrie Rice, Mary Zeitner, and Judy Moise: Your help 
with our Registration & Reception desk ensured full cov-
erage and efficient processing of the participants. Thank 
you for helping us with this crucial task!

• LeRoy Mietzner: Thank you for making yourself avail-
able to enable credit card payments from the participants. 

Technology is especially great 
when we can benefit from its use.

• David Moise: Thank you for 
thoughtfully bringing small de-
nomination bills that optimized 
our registration payment process.

• Alex Sargeant: Your presence as 
our sole vendor was not lost on the 
crowd, and my thanks for bringing 
the GQ and 500L as fine examples 
of modern FIATs.

• Jason Banker: For providing the 
FIAT 500 Hot Wheels that was a 
delight to the many young friends 
at the show! It was no small task to 
gather them in the first place, and 
it was a creative and fun way to 
put a smile on many faces! Thank 
you, Jason!

Our takedown crew was quick and 
efficient, enabling a short cleanup 
and closure. Thank you (David, Rex, 
among others) for your willing help 
and support!

Last but not least, THANK YOU 
to all FEN members who brought your 
cars to the show. It was a FANTASTIC 
club turnout, I thought. Certainly we 
could have accommodated a few more 
examples of Ferrari, Maserati, and 
Lamborghini, but I think FIAT was 
very well represented

Personally, I would have hated 
that the event fell on Easter Sunday 
if not for the fact that I celebrate the 
intent of Easter in my heart daily. It 
was a privilege to help organize this 
important annual event for our club, 
and I enjoyed working with all of you 
to make it happen. 

Thank you!  

Aaron Wong

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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I t turned out to a wonderful day for a drive, not always the case 
in March!

I arrived at the starting point (the Starbucks in Newcastle) 
really early as is the custom for me, since I usually take a ferry and 
am thus controlled by their schedule.

It’s hard to believe, but more that 60 cars turned out from 
many different local clubs.

Clubs and marks in attendance included the following: Of 
course Citroën and then FIAT, MG, Cobra, Alfa Romeo, Aston 
Martin (with Texas plates), Ferrari, Maserati, Lamborghini, Miata, 
VW, Porsche, McLaren (I think I saw one), Panhard, Triumph (one 
of my coworkers), Lancia (a Beta and an Abarth Scorpion), Cor-
vette, BMW, and a Saab. I may have missed some…

After a good deal of chat and an informal car show, we had 
our drivers’ meeting and then the traffic jam to leave the parking 
lot developed. After a few minutes I found myself immediately 
behind the Aston Martin and in front of a Ferrari and several other 
performance cars. But as is usually the case due to speed limits, 
stop signs, and traffic, I had no trouble keeping up with the Aston. 
That was, until we stopped at a stop sign on a street with heavy 
cross-traffic, and I lost sight of it.

Now that would not normally be a problem but as luck would 
have it, I was without a navigator this drive (Diana was at work and 
Venita, my standby navigator, was busy). So like any good rallyist, I 
just “stayed calm and carried on,” turning here and there as seemed 
appropriate. That was, until I came to a T-intersection … I was 

More that 60 cars turned out  

from many different local clubs, 

and clubs/marks included 

everything from an Aston Martin 

with Texas plates to a McLaren.

NW Citroën Owners’ Club Spring Drive 
March 23, 2014   Article by Bert Cripe, Photos by Paul Melrose

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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then forced to refer to the route 
instructions. Naturally since this 
was the first time I had looked 
at them, I had no idea whether 
I was on the sheets or on the 
ground. Not to fear, since the 
six other cars behind me had no 
idea either, since they had been 
dutifully following me! We sim-
ply asked a passing local how 
to proceed to the park, and that 
kind person led us to a point at 
which we were able to get back on course. All was 
well again as we soon turned into Lake Wilderness 
Park, which was our designated pit stop.

Unfortunately I did not finish the drive as I 
stopped to help a fellow vintage car owner with a 
problem. (He can ID himself if he cares to.) But 
since I had driven the route in the past, it was 
no big deal to miss the rest of it. After a stop at 
O’Rilley’s for some electrical connectors and after 
making the fix, we decided to just head home. (He 
later reported that the car now drove quite well—seems 
my idea to install the missing idle shut-off solenoid 
wire actually worked. Honest—they didn’t wire it at the 
factory for no reason at all!) I was able 
to identify the problem since I had the 
wire come loose on my car while in a far 
northern, rural area of British Columbia 
on a three-day rally in 2012.

But I was able to enjoy the drive 
home with the top down all the way and 
Bruno (my ‘78 Spider) performed per-
fectly, so it was a good day after all!

I am looking forward to the Citroën 
Club’s Summer Drive that will happen 
later this year; watch our website for the 
details when they are known.  

Many beautiful cars graced the Newcastle parking lot  
that was the starting point of the Spring Drive.  

Above: Drive organizer Paul Melrose and his Panhard.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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safety threat. Yet, from daily observation, I wonder if more 
than 3 percent of drivers are actually running red lights. Cog-
nitive dissonance, anyone?

Why are more people running red lights? While I have 
not seen any studies on this, I venture to guess several rea-
sons. As a society we’re increasingly goaded by a sense of arti-
ficial urgency cultivated by our technological connectedness. 
We struggle to keep up with ever-rising tides of email, calls, 
texts, and appointments. We allow ourselves to be carried by 
the belief that we have to hurry on to the next thing or get to 
the next place as fast as possible. The fact that we are often 
distracted by our cell phones behind the wheel only com-
pounds this.

Permissiveness and entitlement have been creeping in as 
well. In the age of the selfie, the “me” generation, and com-
petitive reality-TV culture, social decorum and mutual re-
spect have steadily eroded in favor of relentless self-interest. 
We’re always pushing ourselves, both figuratively and literally. 
I can make it, just once more this time.

At the same time, populations are increasing in our cities 
and suburban areas alike, and local infrastructure has not 
kept up. Roadways are more crowded, lights are not timed 
properly, and backups and wait times are increasing. Drivers 

Why Are So Many Drivers 
Running Red Lights?   By Mi Ae Lipe

Having just survived IRS time, it’s 
apparent that certain things in 

life are unavoidable. Taxes and death 
surely top the list. A polarized Con-
gress is also a reality. But something 
else far more insidious is literally 
invading America’s streets—close calls 
with red-light runners.

In the simplest terms, red-light 
running simply means drivers are 
entering intersections just as or after 
their traffic lights turn red. This is 
different than drivers entering when a 
light is yellow and not making it com-
pletely through the intersection before 
the light turns red.

Over the past couple years, I’ve 
noticed a steady, dramatic increase 
in red-light runners, so much so that 
now I can’t walk or drive anywhere 
without seeing at least one, two, or 
even more during a single jaunt. In 
San Francisco and Seattle, I’ve ob-
served the problem to be epidemic to 
the point that I believe it’s not a matter 
of if, but when I will be a victim of 
someone barreling through, in spite 
of always looking both ways before 
proceeding on my green.

The Insurance Institute for High-
way Safety reports that red-light 
running alone caused 683 deaths and 
a staggering 133,000 injuries in 2012. 
What’s even more remarkable is that, 
according to a NHTSA report, a full 
97 percent of drivers feel that other 
drivers running red-lights are a major 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.iihs.org/iihs/topics/t/red-light-running/topicoverview
http://www.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/aggressive/unsafe/att-beh/cov-toc.html
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feel more frustrated, and this irritation combines with ur-
gency and entitlement to create a potent combination. Before 
you know it, the occasional push to make it last-moment 
through an intersection becomes a habit—a lethal one.

To dispel this dangerous practice, thousands of red-light 
cameras have been set up in many intersections in US cities. 
However, while they can be effective in bringing down viola-
tions (and thus accident and fatality rates), these cameras are 
often very controversial, as they’re seen by opponents as exist-
ing for the purpose of generating revenue. And in some cases, 
they may inadvertently promote unsafe behavior by motivating 
drivers to speed up or slam on their brakes to avoid penalties.

Whatever your opinion on red-light cameras, I ask you 
to consider a scenario less esoteric: What if people knew that 
every time they ran a red light, it meant they were killing or 
injuring an innocent person for whom their side was green? 
Would that make them slow down, not take so many chances?

Before you dismiss this as being hysterical or extreme, 
consider this very real possibility. After all, it was reality for 
nearly 134,000 people in 2012.

What can you do about it? First, from a stopped position, 
try not to be the first one to enter the intersection if at all possi-
ble. And second, never enter an intersection without looking 
in all directions of cross-traffic. And not just a quick automatic 
glance—be mindful in your looking. This applies regardless if 
you’re a driver, pedestrian, bicyclist, or motorcyclist.   

Mi Ae Lipe is the FEN newsletter editor. She is also the creator 
of Driving in the Real World™, a blog about driving safely and 
efficiently in the real world. DITRW™ offers tips, techniques, 
and reflections on driving that will improve your on-the-road 
awareness and may even save your life.

In future months and years, this blog will become part of 
a much larger website that will feature exciting apps, games, 
community forums, and a whole new approach to learn 
about street driving. It is also a change agent that will partner 
with different organizations to gradually transform driver 
education in America, as well as make bad driving as socially 
unacceptable as drunk driving.

Mi Ae also writes regularly for Roadio.com, an online 
magazine for driving instructors in the UK, Canada, and 
beyond. You can follow her on Twitter at @DrivingReal, 
which offers driving-related news and a different driving tip 
every day.

The time has come to announce an 
upcoming adventure! The turn-

by-turn route instructions and gim-
mick questions are written, and the 
restaurants have been chosen.

Since Mi Ae mentioned at the 
March meeting the possibility of more 
joint events with our sister club in the 
San Francisco Bay Area, FIAT Ameri-
ca, here is one now…

The Sonoma County Movie Gim-
mick Rally will be held on Sunday, 
June 8th. The drive will focus on the 
Southwest corner of Sonoma County 
with a zig-zag route through parts of 
Petaluma.

We begin with breakfast and end 
with lunch at a local favorite spot in 
Petaluma and have ~90 miles of fun 
roads to drive in between.

We have been planning this for 
a year or so and with the help of our 
friends in FIAT America and the San 
Francisco Citroën Club, we are on 
track to pull this off.

Check the FEN website for details 
as the time draws near to go!

Bert Cripe
FEN Webmaster

See more details on the Calendar on 
page 10!

Sonoma County 
Gimmick Rally 
June 8, 2014

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.drivingintherealworld.com
http://roadio.com/magazine/
https://twitter.com/DrivingReal
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Calendar & Next 
FEN Meetings
May 4  Citroën Club driving event.  
See page 12 for details.

May 7  Regular club meeting (north) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins at 7 
pm, but come early for dinner.

May 13  South Sound Social meeting  
at the Homestead Restaurant, 7837  
South Tacoma Way, Tacoma, WA 98409,  
253-476-9000. Plan to arrive between 6:30 and 
7 pm. This is a short evening event devoted 
to socializing. An opportunity to get to know 
other club members you may not have met yet 
and catch up with those you do know.

May 17  Tour Primavera, hosted again 
by Dave and Tina Pruczinski. Join us for 
the return of our annual spring drive, with 
the focus on garden nurseries, inspiring 
neighborhoods, and hopefully a few roads 
you’ve never traveled. As always, we’ll end 
with a potluck at the Pruczinkskis’ home 
near Monroe, so please bring a dish to share. 
Drivers meeting at 10 am at Belle Pastry, 
10246 Main St, Suite A, in old Bellevue. For 
questions and to RSVP, call 360-794-0297.

June 4  Regular club meeting (south) at 
Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset Blvd NE, 
Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, but come 
early for dinner from the regular menu.

June 8  The Sonoma County Movie Rally. 
Diana & Bert Cripe will be leading this 
approximately 90-mile gimmick rally through 
Petaluma and the rural areas of Southwest 
Sonoma County on back roads (the stomping 
grounds of our youth). We will pass by at least 
17 sites used in various movies over the years. 
This is a joint effort of us and another member 
the FIAT America with help from the San 
Francisco Citroen club VP. As members of 
FIAT America, we are staging this adventure 
while on a short vacation visiting our friends 
in the Bay Area. While it is ~1,600 miles 
round-trip to Sonoma County, the return 
on your investment of time and effort is well 
rewarded with the fun roads, scenery, and 
fellowship of like-minded European car-crazy 
enthusiasts. 

We will be leaving mid-week for the Bay 
Area and doing our final verification drive of 
the route on Friday, June 6th. Anyone willing 
to go is welcome to join us on this great 
adventure.

June 21  FIAT Club BBQ and Swap Meet/
Garage Sale from 10 am to 2 pm, hosted 
by Pete Bristow FEN member and owner 
of Bristow’s Auto Repair in Tacoma. “Our 
parking lot will be open and the grill will be 
on. We have a surplus of parts that we would 
like to clear out to the proper, enthusiastic 
people who would value and use them.” 
Everyone is invited to the BBQ and Swap 
Meet—club members are invited to bring 
those parts you want to sell and have a great 
time at the BBQ. Cash preferred. Bristow’s 
Auto Repair, 4731 South Washington Street, 
Tacoma, WA 98409, 253-471-1663.

Check the website for more exciting calendar events!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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President Greg Smith called the regular meeting to order at  
7 pm at Amante’s Restaurant in Renton, Washington. Aar-
on Wong was recognized for organizing the All-Italian Car 
Show. Newsletter editor Mi Ae Lipe is seeking content for the 
newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report: LeRoy Mietzner reported 76 current 
members. He reminded members to renew membership. 
FEN has its own PayPal account and is now set up to accept 
credit cards.

Reports and Announcements: Dan Rian reported that 62 
cars for the Citroen Drive enjoyed a top-down day for the 
drive in the Lake Tapps area. Bert Cripe will do a full report 
for the newsletter.

Upcoming Events:
• April 14 is the registration deadline for the MG Tulip Rallye.
• April 20 is the All-Italian Car Show.
• The May meeting will be at Spiro’s.
• May 17 is the Spring Primavera Tour, hosted by the 

Pruczinskis.
• July 11–13 is the 10th Annual Great Northwest Micro Mini 

Extravaganza at the LeMay Car Museum in Tacoma.
• FEN will buy a block of 20 tickets for the July 5 Historics 

races.

New Business: Moved, seconded, and passed that FEN buy 
T-shirts for volunteers to wear at the A-I Car Show at $27 each. 
Further, if volunteers want to keep the T-shirts, s/he can buy 
the shirts at half price. Color to be determined.

Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm.

Guest Speaker: Ray Mortensen of Performance Apex was 
the guest speaker and he gave a wonderful talk about getting 
your car ready for the driving season.

Respectfully submitted,
Carrie Rice, South End Secretary

FEN Meeting Minutes,  
April 2, 2014

A big thank you to all our new and 
renewing members! And a gentle  
reminder that if you haven’t paid your 
dues yet, send a check or money order 
(payable to “FIAT Enthusiasts  
Northwest”) to:

FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest 
Membership
4211 210th Place NE
Sammamish, WA 98074

New Members 
(welcome!)
Leonard Aikens
Ken & Doris Lyon
Anthony Medica III
Teresa & Rich Murdock
Barbara Sjostrom-Nokes  
    & Richard Nokes

Renewing Members
Greg Smith
Ray & Lorrie Mortensen
Tracy Kingstone
Alex Sargeant
Zbignew Tomalik

FEN April 
Membership 
Report

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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THE DIAMOND 4 Cs 
SPIRIT, SPORT, SOUL, SOCIAL at	  

CLUB AUTO in KIRKLAND 

11200 KIRKLAND WAY, KIRKLAND WA 98033 

DATE: MAY 4TH 2014 

NW Citroën OWNER’S CLUB SPRING SOCIAL EVENT 

“OPEN	  TO	  ALL”	  

PLEASE	  JOIN	  US	  FOR:	  

CARS, COFFEE, CROISSANTS & CAMARDERIE 

HOSTED	  BY:	  

	  CLUB AUTO, HAGERTY, LeMAY ACM, NWCOC 

EVENT	  DIRECTOR:	  
	  PAUL	  MELROSE	  

ASSISTANT	  COORDINATOR:	  
	  ASHLEY	  SHOEMAKER	  

MORNING SOCIAL ACTIVITIES: 9AM – 11:30AM 	  
COST	  $5	  OR	  $3	  for	  LeMay	  ACM	  MEMBERS	  (Bring	  Cash.	  Pay	  at	  the	  door)	  

DRIVE TOUR + LUNCH 11:45AM – 2PM 	  	  
A	  DRIVE	  TO	  DUVALL	  @	  DUVALL	  GRILL	  &	  TAPROOM	  ARRIVING	  NEAR	  12:30PM	  

DRIVING	  DIRECTIONS	  WILL	  BE	  AVAILABLE	  BY	  EMAIL	  REQUEST	  OR	  ON	  THE	  DAY	  OF	  MAY	  4TH	  

Feature: Hood Ornaments & Car Mascots – A Northstar Art 

Gallery 

THERE	  WILL	  BE	  AN	  ONGOING	  SLIDESHOW	  THROUGHOUT	  THE	  MORNING	  

YOU	  WILL	  SEE	  CLASSIC,	  VINTAGE,	  AND	  EXOTIC	  CARS	  ON	  DISPLAY	  INSIDE	  CLUB	  AUTO	  

	  BRING	  YOUR	  CAMERAS!	  SPORT	  CARS!	  TO	  THE	  FUN	  GATHERING!	  

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Project Car Update: FIAT Millecento By Brian Canfield

Icontinue having fun with the FIAT 
Millecento project. The engine is 

finally down to its core and now on an 
engine stand. I drained the oil that was 
in the engine as well and began clean-
ing the ⅛-inch-plus layer of oil and 
dirt off of the engine, which has been 
stubbornly condensing since 1967 
when the car was last driven (as far as 
I can tell).

The transmission is also starting 
to get its deep cleaning. I am using an 
engine cleaning spray which appears 
to be quite useful. Once the engine is 
thoroughly cleaned, it will go out for 
rebuild and I will continue cleaning 
the transmission and hopefully try my 
hand at rebuilding it with the help of 
my friends.

Progress has been slow lately, as I 
have had a lot going on outside of my 
FIAT efforts. It has been a lot of fun 
and I look forward to the continued 
progress in the months to come.  

Above: The transmission before cleaning, and below, afterward.

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Since I last wrote, we’ve had the New York Auto Show, 
which is the official end of the auto show season. FIAT 

Chrysler Automobiles presented the much anticipated and 
long-awaited Alfa Romeo 4C Launch Edition, but that wasn’t 
all the news from the show. Even though there weren’t any 
new FIATs introduced at the show, there were a couple of 
important confirming announcements made and some 
interesting omissions.

The 2015 Jeep Renegade was introduced for North Amer-
ica, coming just a month after its world premiere in Geneva 
and sooner than expected. This means that production of 
the Renegade is on track, so we should see its cousin, the 
FIAT 500X, right on schedule this fall. No official pictures 
have been released, but it’s expected to take its cues from the 
PandaCross that was introduced at Geneva in March. We can 
expect to see the all-wheel-drive 500X showing up at FIAT 
Studios in early fall. A unconfirmed rumor has it that it may 
be available in both five- and seven-passenger versions. There 
may even be a diesel option.

You also may have heard that the all-electric FIAT 500e 
is going to be sold in Oregon beginning in June. If the 500e 
meets with strong acceptance, FIAT announced that other 
markets will follow quickly. It’s a lot cuter than a Tesla. The 
cool color TFT instrument display from the 500e will also 
become the standard display in all FIAT 500s in 2015. There 
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tions on the modern FIATs for the newsletter.

was also confirmation of an automatic transmission for the 
500T and Abarth for 2015.

There has also been some backpedaling at the corporate 
level on the rumored FIAT Spyder I mentioned last month 
following that surprise announcement by Sergio Marchionne 
about Alfa Romeo DNA. Current rumors suggest that it will 
be an Alfa Romeo after all, but there may very well be a FIAT/
Abarth version, too. Speculation is there may be a softtop ver-
sion for FIAT/Abarth and a retractable hardtop for Alfa Romeo.

One of the fun things for me about working with FIAT is 
that they are always full of surprises at the corporate level. It 
sure can be frustrating when plans change, but it’s never 
boring!  

Opposite page: The 2015 Jeep Renegade at the NY Auto Show (picture from Inautonews.com). This page, clockwise:  The much-anticipated Alfa 4C 
roadster (Inautonews.com); the 2010 Alfa Romeo Spider concept car upon which the 4C is based (Extravaganzi.com); the all-electric FIAT 500e 
(Caranddriver.com); and the PandaCross, upon which the as-yet-unseen FIAT 500X is based, coming in fall 2014, is based (Indianautoblog.com).

If the all-electric 500e meets with 

strong acceptance in Oregon this 

June, FIAT announced that other 

markets will follow quickly.  

It’s a lot cuter than a Tesla.
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 
Know of other news or items of interest? Send them to Mi Ae at miae@whatnowdesign.com. And thanks!

Can FIAT’s makeover boost Alfa Romeo? (Businessweek, April 3, 2014)
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-04-03/can-fiats-makeover-boost-alfa-romeo

Project car hell, Fix It Again (and again and again) Tony edition: 124 Sport Spider or Strada?
(Autoweek, April 4, 2014) http://www.autoweek.com/article/20140404/carnews01/140409944

Alfa Romeo considering Ferrari-developed engines for new product lineup (Autoblog, April 6, 2014)
http://www.autoblog.com/2014/04/06/alfa-romeo-ferrari-engines-plan/

Alfa Romeo considering Ferrari-developed engines for new product lineup (Autoblog, April 6, 2014)
http://www.autoblog.com/2014/04/06/alfa-romeo-ferrari-engines-plan/

FIAT is hoping to increase sales in Ireland with its new 500 models (SundayWorld.com, March April 
12, 2014) https://www.sundayworld.com/lifestyle/cars/motormouth-reviews/one-l-of-a-challenge-fiat-
hopes-extended-500-family-will-boost-sales#.U2KyPYlVj9U.twitter

FIAT’s discount seeks parking-lot converts (Automotive News, April 21, 2014)
http://www.autonews.com/article/20140421/RETAIL03/304219990

FIAT unveils new Ducato (Motoring.com.au, April 28, 2014)
http://www.motoring.com.au/news/commercial/fiats-unveils-new-ducato-43173

 
FIAT S.p.A. Reworks Dodge’s Muscle Cars Amid Controversy (The Motley Fool, April 30, 2014)
http://ow.ly/wo0h

The heart and soul of the industry, Alfa Romeo to be saved by becoming a standalone company
(Digital Trends, April 30, 2014) http://bit.ly/PRCrrQ

FIAT Chrysler maps out another 5 years (The Detroit News, May 1, 2014)
http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20140501/AUTO0101/30501004
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