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FEN is a fun-loving group of Italian car 
(FIAT, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo) enthusiasts 
who meet regularly throughout the year. In 
general, our club is geared towards social 
rather than the technical. The club is incor-
porated as a nonprofit club in Washington 
State and is an IRS 501(c)7 tax-exempt so-
cial club. Club meetings are held monthly, 
except for July and December. A picnic in 
July and a holiday party in December take 
the place of regular meetings. The regular 
meeting location alternates monthly be-
tween Mill Creek and Renton. We also hold 
a South Sound Social meeting (every oth-
er month) for those who live in Pierce and 
Thurston Counties. FEN also hosts rallies 
and other events throughout the year.

For all those who made it through the oceans of water on the 
highways to the March 5 monthly meeting, kudos and many 

thanks for all of the positive feedback on our new north end 
meeting venue. As I wrote in my note to Spiros confirming our 
reservations for future 2014 north end meetings: “Elise, Manu-
el, and crew did a perfect job, providing very quick and pleasant 
service. Everyone in our group was super enthusiastic about the 
food and the service; we have a winner. And the complimentary 
desserts were a total surprise and bonus. You totally exceeded our 
expectations …”

Have you noticed—isn’t it nice to come home and still 
have some light in the skies, even some nice sunsets? Now that 
we’ve passed the spring equinox, you can safely get the sports 
car out and prepare for some great spring driving. We have lots 
of events to look forward to. Keep an eye on the FEN calendar 
for all that is scheduled and don’t hesitate to step up and vol-
unteer to help organize your own event. And if, like me, your 
Italian car has been gathering some dust or mold during the 
wet months, come to the April 2nd meeting in Renton. Ray 
and Lorrie Mortenson of Performance Apex have promised to 
give you some excellent hints on preparing your car for the new 
driving season.

Spring events to look forward to include the MG Car Club’s 
33rd Annual Tulip Rallye on Saturday, April 19, and our own 
8th Annual All-Italian Car Show the following day on Sunday, 
April 20. Both are “not to be missed” events, and the Car Show 
promises another popular XXX Drive-In turnout. Please con-
tact FEN President Greg Smith or Aaron Wong, who are leading 
our team putting on this big event, to volunteer to help out. The 
All-Italian Car Show requires many hands at different times of 
the day and it’s fun to be part of the action!

May 17 brings us the now annual Spring Primavera Tour, 
hosted by Dave and Tina Pruczinski. Stay tuned for more 
details, for this continues to be one of the favorite yearly tours. 
It usually ends at Dave and Tina’s beautiful spread overlooking 
Snohomish Valley.

Here’s to a great driving and touring season for all of us. I 
look forward to seeing all of you at an upcoming event!

— David Moise, Vice-President
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Was I the only driver attending the all-day Northwest 
Alfa Romeo Club Novice Driver Skills School who lay 

awake the night before with anticipation of what the event 
at Evergreen Speedway would be like? Never having raced 
before, what would I be doing on a racetrack, most likely in 
the rain? Well I do drive an Alfa, and Enza (my bella macchi-
na ’87 Spider) has been nudging me to learn how to better 
appreciate her agile road handling capability. I also felt it was 
time to become a more skilled driver with an edge on safety, 
especially while driving the 70-mile commute for work.

Perhaps I lay awake with the idea that the Drive School 
would push Enza and me to the limit for a taste of what a track 
day would be like. Little did I know that in a few hours my 
sleepless anticipation would be rewarded with a day of driving 
that would thrill me and 25 other excited school participants 
with all these benefits. Let me tell you about it—the slalom, 
braking, skidpad, autocross, and oval course exercises im-
proved my driving skills and sent me home feeling the added 
margin of safety Enza and I now enjoy on wet and dry roads.

Arriving at the track at 7:30 am, the day started with a 
vehicle safety check followed by a driver meeting under the 
grandstands. Already the Alfa Club’s Corsa Director Mirko 
Freguia was busy orchestrating instructors, volunteers, and 
drivers to leave no school detail to chance. The meeting 
enabled drivers to get acquainted with instructors, slam 
down a donut, and receive instruction for the morning’s track 

How a Group of Puget Sound Drivers 
Learned the Art of Car Control in the Rain
By Tom Dombeck and Mirko Freguia

Little did I know that in a few 

hours my sleepless anticipation 

would be rewarded with a day of 

driving that would thrill me and 25 

other excited school participants 

with all these benefits. 

Above and page 8: Photos by Jacob Morrison.  
Opposite and page 9: Photos by Tom Dombeck.
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exercises. After 15 or so instructors and 
about a half-dozen volunteers intro-
duced themselves, we drivers were put 
at ease after learning that together the 
instructors had around 100 years’ cu-
mulative time of automotive, track, and 
instruction experience. Seeing familiar 
faces from the Alfa Club volunteering, 
including Gordy Hyde and Ken Case, 
added to the school’s pleasant and pro-
fessional atmosphere. Heading up the 
classroom instruction was none other 
than Enza’s chief mechanic Pete Bris-
tow, owner of Bristow’s Exclusive Auto 
Repair and a 20-plus-year track veteran. 
Before we knew it, Pete was explaining 
the morning’s drive exercises on the slalom, braking courses, 
and the skidpad.

To perform the morning exercises, Pete started off with 
an explanation of the basic concepts needed for safe driv-
ing. First, setting the side mirrors is necessary to remove the 
rear quarter blind spot, which is a challenge that all drivers 
face. Next, looking ahead of the vehicle improves situational 
awareness of all surrounding vehicles, anticipation of traf-
fic movement ahead, and escape route planning in case of 
abrupt stops or erratic drivers. Last, the concept of managing 
weight transfer to maximize tire traction is what effective 
braking is all about. To illustrate the effects steering and 
throttle input have on weight transfer and tire traction and 
how to manage them effectively, Pete described the braking 
exercises after introducing the skidpad and slalom exercises.

The slalom was the first exercise and was performed on 
the far straightaway of the track with an instructor in the 
right seat. After each exercise was performed at least three 
times with instructor supervision, a driver could proceed 
through the exercise solo and consult with an instructor as 
needed. The purpose of the slalom was to build spatial aware-
ness “to be cued to the car’s location in the lane” and obtain 
a feel for the vehicle’s balance. There was a volunteer stand-
ing at the end of the slalom who would periodically throw a 
yellow flag, at which point a driver would skip a cone, forcing 
him or her to keep their vision set way ahead. 

(Note that I’m speaking of “vehicles” in the Skills School 
because all kinds of road vehicles participated. In addition to 

the two Alfas, my Spider and a 164L, 
there was a big Chevy truck, Suba-
ru Forrester, a brand-new VW Jetta 
wagon, Buick Le Sabre, Porsche 944, 
BMW M3, Chevy S10 pickup, a Mini 
Cooper, and others.)

All the vehicles performed all the 
exercises, and drivers were flagged 
safely from one exercise to the next. 
There were two braking exercises 
after the slalom. A straight brake was 
performed to learn threshold braking, 
which means applying the maximum 
amount of brake pressure that stops 
the car quickly without locking the 
brakes and losing traction (skidding). 
We learned how to smoothly back 
off the brakes, say to 80 percent, the 
instant we felt our vehicle begin to 
skid, having found the threshold. Pete 
explained that braking aggressively 
but smoothly put the vehicle weight 
on the nose to reduce braking distance 
and improve control.

Following the straight braking ex-
ercise, drivers were flagged to the pan-
ic-stop braking exercise, intended to 

Alfa Club Driver School, continued on page 8
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I was lucky enough to be wandering 
the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 

and the Hall of Fame Museum in 
August. This allowed me to see the 
track, start finish line, brickyard, and 
winner’s circle along with the muse-
um and the basement storage area. 
Though photography is a welcome 
thing outside and upstairs, the last 
thing you see before entering the 
basement is a sign that reads, “No 
Photography Beyond This Point.” The 
museum displays numerous great 
cars that won the Indy 500, as well as 
select traveling exhibits like the Rudolf 
Caracciola trophy display or the Par-
nelli Jones history of cars. You can bet 
I was shooting pictures of all of this.

Among the March, Reynard, Kur-
tis, Miller, Dallara, Ford, and many 
more racing marques, there are a few 
Italian cars that may pique this club’s 
interest. Right in the middle of the 
main floor sits the Maserati 8CTF that 
won the 1939 and 1940 Indianapolis 
races at the hands of Wilbur Shaw, 
marking the first time that the same 
car and driver won back-to-back Indy 
500s.

Then, to put some icing on the 
cake in 1941, Shaw drove the same 
Maserati to a commanding lead until 
a wire wheel failed, causing some 
race-ending damage within the last 
100 miles of the race. Stunningly, the 
same car entered and ran in all 

11 Indianapolis 500 races from 1939 to 1949. The car is stun-
ning in its dark red color and excellent current condition. 
The Maserati’s dominance at the track is easy to see in the 
record books, but its beginning was a little more in doubt. 
Ordered by Mike Boyle, the car arrived in the US from Italy 
via plane, but unfortunately someone had failed to drain the 
coolant first, which had frozen and cracked the engine block. 
New parts and spares arrived with only a week to go, and the 
car was readied and qualified for the start of its illustrious 
career. 

In the basement was a bright red Ferrari 375 Indy just like 
the one that ran the 1952 race driven by the great Antonio 
Ascari. Although Ascari had foregone the Swiss GP to race at 
Indy, the effort didn’t pay off as the car qualified back in the 
pack, and then broke only 40 laps into the race. Never having 
any noteworthy success at Indy, it looked great not winning. 

Ferrari never came back to race at Indianapolis, though 
in 1986, during one of his many disputes with Bernie Ec-
clestone and the F1 rules, Enzo Ferrari threatened to focus 
factory efforts on Indy and CART racing. The effort went 

The Italians at the  
Indianapolis 500 Led by FIAT
Words and photos by Fred Russell

Teddy Tetzlaff and a riding mechanic.
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nowhere, but the engine Ferrari created in 1986 was rebadged 
in 1991 as an Alfa Romeo, installed in a couple March chas-
sis cars, and raced with mixed success by Roberto Guerrero, 
Danny Sullivan, and Al Unser. 

Also in the basement was a 1938 Alfa Romeo 308C that 
looked equally wonderful in its bright corsa red. The car 
started life before the war as a road racer, and then came to 
the US to run in the 1940 Indy 500. It took 17th overall. After 
the war, although underpowered compared to the current 
competition, this same Alfa ran well in 1946, taking 6th 
place, then again in 1947 taking 7th place, and in 1948 taking 
8th place in the Indianapolis 500 races. The same car even 
competed at places like Pikes Peak at the hands of Johnny 
Mauro. 

There were other Alfas raced over the years at Indy, 
although they were not on display upstairs or down at the 
Hall of Fame. In 1937–39, Alfa Romeo was represented by 
driver Rex Mays in the 8c35 (serial #50012) Seal Fast Special. 
This car is currently in the Alfa Museum refitted as a 12C-36; 
however, the backup frame, parts, and engine are currently 
owned by Peter Giddings and was racing for all to see and 
hear at Spokane earlier this year. Another Alfa at Indy was 
the P3 (Serial #50002), which won or did well in many GP 
and Miglia events; it came to the US many years later to race 
at Indy. Named the Don Lee Special, it competed in the 1946 
and 1947 Indianapolis 500 races. Although they managed to 
qualify to start as high as 9th, the car’s age showed, with it 
much too slow to run near the lead; it finished 15th at its best.

Prior to these other Italian race cars were the FIATs, com-
peting in both the first and second Indianapolis 500 races 

All images: The 1912 FIAT driven  
by Teddy Tetzlaff that took 2nd place 

at Indianapolis in 1912. 

FIAT’s 2nd place in 1912 and  

3rd in 1911 marked some of the 

best Indianapolis performances by 

an Italian car behind the 

dominating Maserati 8CTF.

www.fiatnorthwest.org


6   The FIAT-isti April 2014 www.fiatnorthwest.org

ever at the new track. At the time the 
races were called the International 
500-Mile Sweepstakes Race and the 
track paving was brick. Though the 
Marmon Wasp won the inaugural 
race event in 1911, the team of David 
Bruce-Brown came in 3rd place with 
their FIAT which had led the race for 
81 of the 200 laps.

The car in the museum (my pho-
tos) is the 1912 FIAT driven by Ted-
dy Tetzlaff, which uses a 4-cylinder, 
598-cubic-inch engine. Teddy jumped 
into the lead of the 1912 Indy race 
right at the start of the race, only to 
relinquish that lead during the 3rd lap.

A Mercedes driven by Ralph 
DePalma and his riding mechanic 
took over the lead and dominated the 
race with as much as a 5 ½-lap lead 
before breaking down with 3 laps to 
go. Although the Mercedes continued 
to limp slowly around the track, they 
watched their lead erode; the car died 
completely entering Turn 4 on lap 199. 
The driver and mechanic jumped out 
and pushed the car toward the  
start/finish line, but though the crowd 
loved it, race rules required the car to 
cross under its own power.

Meanwhile, Teddy Tetzlaff and the 
FIAT went on to finish the race in 2nd 
place behind the winner Joe Dawson 
in his National, with this being the 
highest position for FIAT in any Indi-
anapolis 500 race.

FIAT’s 2nd place in 1912 and 3rd 
in 1911 marked some of the best 
Indianapolis performances by an 
Italian car behind the dominating 
Maserati 8CTF.  

Top: The Maserati 8CTF.  Middle: The Ferrari 375 Indy.  
Bottom:  The Alfa Romeo 308C  (Internet photo).
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Vice-President David Moise called the meeting to order at 
our new location, Spiro’s in Shoreline. It couldn’t have been rain-
ing any harder as we arrived. Thankfully, parking spaces were 
readily available for us to make a mad dash for the building.

David’s first order of business was to poll the attendees to 
find out how we liked the new venue. It was unanimous that 
the food was excellent and the service was swift and pleasant. 
Spiro’s even treated us all to sumptuous desserts on the house 
in appreciation. David mentioned that after 20+ years of the 
club, we have come full circle—i.e., back to meeting in the 
Shoreline area.

Attendance and visitors: There were 27 in attendance. We 
welcomed visitors Lloyd and Laura Blade, who are new to the 
Northwest and just spent the last three years in Italy. They 
have a 1962 500D and a 1984 Spider. We’re hoping they’ll 
attend the car show so that we can get to know them better.

Treasurer’s report: Treasurer Leroy Meitzner confirmed 
that we now have 74 members, and we are solvent. He re-
minded everyone that dues are due for the year, if you have 
not already paid. He has renewed our nonprofit status and 
obtained our insurance for the year.

All-Italian Car Show: Aaron Wong spoke briefly on the car 
show, Easter Sunday, April 20th. He will be coordinating 
the preregistration of $20 per car and the registration at the 
event of $25 per car. He also led a brief discussion on how 
we wished to conduct the voting and trophies. We concluded 
that we would vote by ballot again, with makes as categories, 
old and new as subcategories, and closed- and open-top as 
subcategories. We will need help the day of the event distrib-
uting and collecting ballots.

NW Citroën Owners Club Spring Drive: David reminded 
us of this Club’s March drive on March 23rd. More info is on 
our website.

FIAT America: Mi Ae Lipe spoke about her trip to Califor-
nia and how she was able to meet and connect with our sister 
club, FIAT America. She expressed their desire to somehow, 
someday, do an event together. They are great people. Those of 
us who went to Monterey in the past can attest to a lot of fun.

Spring Tune-Up Rallye: David asked 
for volunteers to run a Spring Tune-
Up Rallye. There were no takers. We 
usually have a “tune-up” rallye before 
the Tulip Rallye.

Car dent: Rex Rice gave a brief report 
on his visit to Chris Obert’s company 
in California. Carrie Rice had her ‘64 
Siat damaged again and is looking for 
a bezel ring for her right headlight, 
which, she has been told, will be im-
possible to find.

FIAT news: Alex Sargeant reported 
that the latest FIAT news is that rather 
than Alfa Romeo, the Abarth will 
be the new subbrand. He also spoke 
briefly of the new FIAT Renegade 
(500L). Look for it in December. He 
also has a new Abarth for sale for 
$15,450. Come and get it while it’s hot!

Guest speaker: Our speaker for the 
evening was Starke Shelby, insurance 
agent, who has just been accepted to 
race his Sunbeam Tiger at the Mon-
terey Historics at Laguna Seca. He re-
lated a story of his living in a pensione 
in Italy during his college days, which 
contributed to his love for Italian cars. 
Starke reiterated that if one has a classic 
car, one should really carry classic car 
insurance to save a high premium fee. 
He cited many examples and several of 
our members confirmed what he said.

The meeting ended with the drawing 
for door prizes.

Respectfully submitted,
Suzanne Rian
North Secretary

FEN Meeting Minutes, March 5, 2014
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swung out due to oversteer (making the traditional donut). 
Watching the big Chevy truck on the skidpad with its tail 
swinging out a lot of the time, the driver either had a difficult 
time finding the edge of the envelope or just decided to forget 
looking for it with tiny changes in throttle or steering. Either 
way, watching that big truck making donuts and listening to 
his tires rip across the pavement, you just knew that truck 
driver was having fun. Indeed each of us “came of age” in 
our cars as we gained confidence on the skidpad and found 
all the capability in the tires that we never used before. That 
confidence spilled over during lunchtime conversation back 
under the stands, and in the afternoon exercises that built on 
the morning slalom, braking, and skidpad experience.

After lunch, prepared by the fine folks at Evergreen 
Speedway, Pete described the afternoon’s skills exercises that 
consisted of a mini autocross and handling oval course in 
the pouring rain. These exercises combined the skills learned 
in the morning with consecutive obstacles and turns with 
higher speeds. Before proceeding with the autocross and oval 
courses, Pete explained three more safe driving concepts. 
First, sitting in an upright position with back against the seat 
allows the driver to operate the controls without wasted mo-
tion or force. Second, the nine-and-three (o’clock) hand posi-
tion on the wheel provides optimum steering motion and, for 
cars with airbags, keeps the hands from being pressed into 
the face when airbags deploy. Last, vision or looking ahead 
while turning to see the apex cone is where we practiced 
shifting our vision to properly steer into and out of each turn, 
and to accelerate or maneuver smoothly to the next portion 
of the course.

It’s easy to see that repeated circuits of the autocross 
course, consisting of three tight turns, braking obstacles, and 
short slalom together with several circuits of the oval course 
to perform two turns at speed are all about improving vision 

Alfa Club Driver School, continued from page 3

teach steering and obstacle avoidance 
while braking. This driver managed to 
scoop up three cones on two occa-
sions before appreciating how much 
less than maximum braking will get 
the job done. After practicing the pre-
ferred method of braking for control, 
drivers were flagged to the skidpad.

The skidpad allowed each driver 
to bond with their vehicle in tight 
circles to learn the concepts of un-
dersteer and oversteer as they apply 
to steering and turning at the edge of 
the tire and vehicle envelope. Now if 
you grew up in Northern Minnesota 
where frozen lakes and icy parking 
lots abound, you know a lot about 
driving tight circles at faster speeds to 
make “donuts” on the ice or snow. Of 
course you make those donuts in your 
friend’s brother’s car, after your friend 
has “borrowed” it late at night when 
his brother and everyone else are 
asleep, and you can sneak away from 
your own home.

In the Pacific Northwest, tight 
circles can be driven on wet pavement 
during daylight hours, on a racetrack. 
Daylight donuts in the rain were an 
entirely new concept to this Northern 
Minnesotan. On the skidpad, I learned 
to feel my Alfa near the limit for turn 
radius and speed, tires momentarily 
leaving the pavement and skidding 
across the surface at a large angle rel-
ative to the car’s direction in the turn. 
When the steering wheel was turned in 
too tightly, my tires begged for a wee 
bit of relief as I learned how to reduce 
the affects of “push” or understeer.

With more speed and a little extra 
throttle, I learned the limits of Enza’s 
rear grip as the vehicle’s back end 

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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for planning ahead, vehicle control, and situational aware-
ness. These concepts and maneuvers enable city and free-
way driving to be performed with more capability to avoid 
accidents and obtain top performance from the vehicle. To 
emphasize the importance of vision needed to plan ahead 
for smoothness that leads to safety and performance, Pete 
reminded us, “Smooth is fast. Smooth is safe.”

As 4 pm rolled around, after many circuits through the 
autocross and oval courses, it was easy to see we drivers were 
enjoying our newfound skills. You saw vehicles being con-
trolled by drivers who didn’t want the day to end. Learning to 
control our vehicles was fun! When you could feel your car 
position itself out of one oval turn and into the next, turn-
ing tightly at a high second gear speed (for the Spider) with 
minimum effort and skid, you felt yourself grinning with a 
sense of accomplishment. I never thought I could learn to 
control my car under such slippery conditions in one day! 
Why wasn’t this training required for all drivers, especially in 
snowy and icy places like Minnesota and wet places like the 
Pacific Northwest?

The day-long Novice Drive Course sponsored by 
NWARC (and FIAT of Kirkland and Evergreen Speedway) 
was a bargain at $125 and training everyone should have, 
especially drivers who are younger, inexperienced, and ner-
vous in the big city, as well as drivers who are older and more 
reserved. A fun way to obtain such training is to purchase a 
FIAT. According to FIAT of Kirkland senior sales enthusiast 
Alex Sargeant, a similar program is offered to buyers of the 
FIAT 500 Abarth, and FIAT of Kirkland intends to offer a 
course included with the purchase of any FIAT product.

When you obtain the Skills School training, in addition 
to gaining improved control of your vehicle making you a 
safer and smoother driver, the learning is fun and you’ll most 
likely get an auto insurance discount as I did! Best of all, with 
these new skills, my Alfa Enza and I can look forward to 
having even more fun motoring on Alfa Club drives on 
two-lane country backroads with all sorts of tight turns that 
can be made confidently and more safely.  

A big thank you to all our new and 
renewing members! And a gentle 
reminder that if you haven’t paid 
your dues yet, send a check or 
money order (payable to “FIAT 
Enthusiasts Northwest”) to:

FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest -  
Membership
4211 210th Place NE
Sammamish, WA 98074

New Members 
(welcome!)
Lloyd & Laura Glade
Richard Judy

Renewing Members
Bob & Marianne Gerttula
Pat & Brenda Kvietkus
Jim & Karen McGough
Steve Wegeleben
Aaron Wong

FEN March 
Membership 
Report

www.fiatnorthwest.org
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Project Car Update: FIAT Millecento By Brian Canfield

Last month, there was no report on the Mille, as some 
scheduling conflicts resulted in no progress on the car. 

This month has been similar; however, I was able to complete 
the major task (at least for me) of removing the starter and 
separating the transmission from the engine. 

Thankfully, due to the mixture of oil, grease, and dirt that 
is covering the engine, no bolts on the engine assemblies have 
any rust. I can’t say that about all parts of the car. I am hoping 
that over the next month, I will be able to remove the motor 
mounts, distributor fuel pump, and a couple of other items.

Following this, I will remove all of the grime from the 
engine and send it out to a friend who will break down the 
engine and evaluate it for rebuild. While that is occurring, 
perhaps two months out, I will do an exhaustive cleaning of 
the transmission. The next few phases of the restoration have 
also been planned out.

Finding the time to play in the garage will be the key to 
continued progress. More to come!  

Calendar & Next 
FEN Meetings
April 2  Regular club meeting (south) 
at Amante’s Pizza & Pasta, 4201 Sunset 
Blvd NE, Renton. Meeting begins at 7 pm, 
but come early for dinner from the regular 
menu.

April 19  MG Car Club’s 33rd Annual 
Tulip Rallye. Once posted, details will be 
available at the MG club website here.

April 20  8th Annual All-Italian Car 
Show, details can be found at the event 
website’s link here.

May 7  Regular club meeting (north) at 
Spiro’s Pizza & Pasta, 18411 Aurora Ave N, 
Shoreline, 206-546-2900. Meeting begins 
at 7 pm, but come early for dinner.

May 13  South Sound Social meeting 
at the Homestead Restaurant, 7837 South 
Tacoma Way, Tacoma, WA 98409,  
253-476-9000. Plan to arrive between 6:30 
and 7 pm.

May 17  Spring Primavera Tour, hosted 
again by the Pruczinskis. Watch for 
details…

Check the website for more  
exciting calendar events!

www.fiatnorthwest.org
http://www.mgccnwc.com/
http://www.mgccnwc.com/
http://www.allitaliancarshow.com/
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Budget Garage: Cooling System
Article and pictures by Gregory Smith, FEN President

On the way home from the Feb-
ruary FEN meeting, I noticed 

some electrical problems with my car. 
At one point the tachometer became 
erratic and actually stopped working. 
At first I assumed there was an issue 
with my recent cam-end distributor 
conversion. Often, the first hint of a 
magnetic pickup issue is displayed by 
the tach.

As I neared my home, I discovered 
the turn signals and heater also didn’t 
work. This information led me to 
believe the ignition switch may have 
overheated. All of the power for the 
switched accessories like the heater, 
wipers, turn signals, etc., run through 
the ignition switch. Over the years 
it can corrode and overheat, and the 
combination can lead to extra resis-
tance, which creates more heat … 
well, you get the idea.

But the tach/heater/signal problem 
wasn’t fixed by this repair. So I looked 
into the fuse panel and other wiring 
and then stumbled upon the problem: 
the second fuse. This fuse had looked 
fine upon visual inspection. But when 
I went to spin it, which is a good way 
to keep the contact good at the ends, it 
felt loose.

Close inspection revealed that the 
ends of the core of this fuse had melt-
ed and allowed the contacts to loosen 
to the point that the circuit opened as 
if the fuse had blown. This particular 
fuse was the only one I had replaced 
with a plastic core replacement, the 
rest were ceramic. The plastic core 

is not up to the task 
demanded of it.

I replaced the 
bad fuse with a better 
quality ceramic core 
version, and all is well. 
The brown wire repair 
did help in another 
way though, the dim 
charge light I some-
times saw on the dash 
when I use the heater 
fan was fixed.

The lesson here is 
always check the fuses 
first, and use quality 
replacements. I get my 
ceramic core fuses 
from our FIAT parts 
vendors, NAPA and 
my online VW parts 
places.  

Editor’s Note: “Budget 
Garage” is a semi-
regular feature in 
the FEN newsletter, 
describing technical 
aspects of maintaining 
your FIAT or 
vintage automobile. 
A big thank-you goes to Greg Smith (famous for his highly 
informative “Tech Sessions”) for contributing this month’s 
article.

If you’d like to write a technical article or have tech ques-
tions, please email the newsletter editor at miae@whatnowd-
esign.com, and we’ll publish them in the newsletter. We’d love 
your input, answers, and advice. And good photos to illus-
trate the process or parts are always very welcome as well!
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Now that the 2014 FIAT GQ and 2014 FIAT 500 1957 
Edition are on the way to your favorite local FIAT dealer, 
what’s coming up next? There have been a flurry of product 
announcements made this winter during the international 
automobile show season and I’m here to give them a quick 
rundown for you in the order they will probably arrive.

The 2015 FIAT 500L Living will upgrade the 500L to 
optional seven-passenger capacity. Already available in Eu-
rope, the 500L Living is getting great reviews for clever and 
efficient use of space. When it goes on sale in North Amer-
ica, it will be the most compact family-capacity vehicle ever 
sold here at just over 14 feet long. The front-facing third-row 
seats fold flush into the floor when not needed to maximize 
cargo capacity. They deploy easily with the pull of a handle 
when needed. Access to them is quick and easy through the 
split-folding second-row seats.

The 2015 FIAT 500X will be our first North American 
all-wheel-drive FIAT vehicle. Built in the same Italian factory 
as the newly introduced Jeep Renegade, the 500X will share 
its AWD system and engines with the new cute ute. Pictures 
haven’t been released yet, but we expect an exterior appear-
ance similar to the Europe-only PandaCross that debuted in 
Geneva last month alongside the Renegade. Both five-passen-
ger and seven-passenger versions are expected to be offered 
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tions on the modern FIATs for the newsletter.

when the 500X goes on sale late this year. A diesel engine is 
among the rumored options headed to North America.

The most exciting and interesting news from Geneva last 
week was the surprise announcement of the new FIAT Spider 
coming in 2015. It’s been developed jointly with Mazda and 
will be powered by the 1.4L Multiair turbo found in the 500 
Abarth. Initially conceived as an Alfa Romeo model, the 
re-imagining of Alfa Romeo as a premium brand to be built 
exclusively in Italy created the opportunity for the new Spider 
to become a FIAT or Abarth-branded model instead. This 
gives fans of the classic 124 Spider something wonderful 
to look forward to. Both cloth-top and retractable-hardtop 
versions are expected. It’s also rumored that this could be the 
first model in a new expanded Abarth performance brand 
similar to the SRT brand offered by Chrysler and Jeep.

There are other interesting products on the way that I 
can’t discuss yet. FIAT has promised dealers quite a broad 
range of models within the next two years.  

Opposite page and above:  The 2014 FIAT 500L Living. Below: The 2015 Alfa Romeo Spyder concept  
at the 2014 Geneva Auto Show and the classic 1968 124 Spider. 
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FIATs in the News   Compiled by Mi Ae Lipe

The following is a digest of recent or not-so-recent (but nonetheless interesting) FIAT-related news items. Clicking 
on the blue URL links below will take you right to the corresponding articles on the Internet in your Web browser. 
Know of other news or items of interest? Send them to Mi Ae at miae@whatnowdesign.com. And thanks!

Finding traction: Maserati’s all-wheel-drive sedans have US sales skyrocketing (Autoweek, March 3, 2014)
[Print magazine only]

Abarth 695 Biposto revealed as quickest FIAT 500 yet (Autoblog, March 5, 2014)
http://www.autoblog.com/2014/03/05/abarth-695-biposto-fiat-500-geneva-2014/

2014 FIAT 500L four-door expands the brand (Postcrescent.com, March 20, 2014)
http://ow.ly/v6eRZ

FIAT 500L: The Rich Inner Life of a Gutless Clown Car (Wall Street Journal, March 21, 2014)
http://on.wsj.com/1dy9G9q

Magazine reports FIAT Chrysler plans seven new Alfa models by 2018 (Reuters, March 21, 2014)
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/03/21/us-fiat-alfa-idUSBREA2K1VB20140321

FIAT 500 Abarth May Come to India in October (International Business Times, March 24, 2014)
http://www.ibtimes.co.in/articles/544697/20140324/fiat-500-abarth-india-launch-price-features.htm

Alfa Romeo 4C to debut at New York auto show (All Michigan, March 24, 2014)
http://www.mlive.com/auto/index.ssf/2014/03/alfa_romeo_4c_to_debut_at_new.html

Alfa Romeo SUV for 2016 (Auto Express [UK], March 24, 2014)
http://www.autoexpress.co.uk/alfa-romeo/86302/alfa-romeo-suv-2016

2014 Alfa Romeo Mito Twinair review (What Car? [UK], March 24, 2014)
http://www.whatcar.com/car-news/alfa-romeo/mito/2014-alfa-romeo-mito-twinair-review/1218106

New 2014 FIAT Linea review [1.3 multijet diesel/1.4 T-jet petrol]: Linear progression  
(Motoroids, March 26, 2014)  http://ow.ly/v0fTK
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