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I want to welcome our newest member Mi Ae Lipe.  She presented 
our program at the Holiday Party last December. 

Recently we suffered a loss of use of our three email lists.  This oc-
curred in the days leading up to our Morris Ranch visit.  Fortunately 
our service provider is very good about providing tech support and 
the problem was corrected in a short time.  This outage came just as I 
was about to provide a new email service for our events. 

It is now up and available for use.  It is named ‘special-
events@fiatnorthwest.org’.  The purpose will be to provide a 
convenient means of communicating with event participants without 
spamming everyone on the announce list.  The list will be propagated 
with addresses of only those persons who express an interest or pro-
vide an RSVP to a designated event.  Only myself and the person(s) 
sponsoring/staging the event will be able to post to it.  All of the ad-
dresses will be purged from the list immediately after the event is 
complete.  As webmaster, I will oversee the list and be the person to 
add addresses of all who RSVP including non-club members. 

I want to thank everyone who attended the Morris Ranch outing and 
especially our host Rob and the Rices for making this well received 
event happen!  The response was overwhelming and so much more 
than we expected!  I lost count at 49 persons, people were every-
where and moving around to take in all there was to see. 

At the February meeting we will set our calendar of events for 2013.  
If you have any suggestions or want to host/sponsor/stage an event 
please let me know.  Also please provide the information requested 
on the event form, a copy is included with this newsletter issue, and 
available for download in the Archives section of our website.  Both a 
Word version and a PDF version (with fields) are on the website. 

Speaking of the Archive section, I have revised it to make finding 
items a little easier.  The three major parts are:  route directions li-
brary (with 40 set of directions), tech articles, and governing docu-
ments.  I expect to work on the Photo Gallery section next.  The en-
tire website is under review by one of our recent new members,  
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Jon Schmitt, who will make suggestions for improvement.  Jon lives in Ryderwood and because of 
the distances involve with attending events, he volunteered to make this his contribution for the good 
of the club.  

In December we sent membership renewal notices to those whose anniversary is in January.  If you 
received one of those notices and have yet to respond, please do so soon.  A new membership list 
will be issued in April. 

Please note: the March club meeting will be our first at the Round Table Pizza in Redmond.  
Whether or not we continue to meet there will depend upon how the membership feels about that 
venue.  Please provide feedback about your experience meeting there. 

Coming up on Sunday, February 24th is the Mystery River Tour presented by the Gerttulas.  Please 
be sure to RSVP to Marianne or Bob if you intend to participate. 

Ciao 

Bert 

 

NWARC New Year’s Day Anti Football Drive 
 

Maybe it’s the Alfa Clubs luck, maybe it’s Fred Russell’s magnetism, but whichever it was, we 
had a beautiful day in January for a tour, no rain, and the sun was out though it was chilly. 

Fred estimated 45 people attended. Several members from FEN showed and we had an excel-
lent drive, and a great lunch. 

The Cascades showed through a foggy mist at first, reminding us of pictures of the Alps. The 
sun eerily peeked though the fog in the forest. 

Old homesteads squatted in the fog, with knurly Disney trees dancing in the yards. As we ar-
rived near Russell Road, the fog began to clear up, and the sun came out in earnest. The wild 
cattails and weeds had a rimy layer of frost,  which made them look lacey in contrast to the 
hard pavement. 
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NWARC New Year’s Day Anti Football Drive (con’d) 
As we approached Arlington, wood smoke hung in the trees, which contributed to the rustic 
look of the area. We both also enjoy the smell of wood smoke in the air on a winter day. 

As we neared Arlington, we just couldn’t get enough of the outstanding scenery. It truly was 
eye candy. 

Around the Skagit area, sometimes the fog hung close to the ground, but the road itself was 
still visible. As we approached Camp Brotherhood+, near Lake Cavanaugh, quickly, the fog disap-
peared and the sun came out in full. As we neared Padilla Bay, suddenly, about 20 bicyclists ap-

peared for a brief time, but then they rode on to a 
recreation pathway and out of our way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ Note: Camp Brotherhood was founded in 1966 by 
Father William Treacy and Rabbi Raphael Levine as a non-denominational retreat. It is a very 
beautiful, spiritual, place to hold a conference. 

We were able to spot 2 Eagles and many hawks, which we call “fat boys” but, alas, no deer. 

Alfa Club’s Fred Russell planned a great tour and we hope to attend more of them. Thanks for 
inviting us. 

Suzanne Rian 

North Secretary FEN 
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A look at some rides by other clubs.  This from Fiat America describing their New Years Day 
Drive 

A 2013 New Year’s Day Driving Tour 
by Dan Yee, Fiat America Vice-president 
FIAT America’s New Year’s Day tours have started from restaurants and coffee shops; but 
last year, we had the opportunity to begin one from a location that sells NEW FIATs!  Thanks 
to the welcome return of FIAT, we began 2013 from yet another FIAT Studio.  This year’s 
tour started from McKevitt FIAT in Berkeley.  Our club has a tradition of beginning a new 
year with a gathering of members and friends for a drive.  Realizing that many celebrate into 
the early morning to see the old year out and greet the new year in, we begin our New Year’s 
Day tours at a reasonable time-noon!  This year’s tour started on a sunny and bright winter day 
with comfortable temperatures throughout the drive.  Because of the wonderful weather, we 
had a good-sized group participate in this year’s event.  A gathering of 24 people in 20 cars 
began the drive after filling up on coffee and breakfast pastries, thanks to the hospitality and 
generosity of McKevitt FIAT. 
 

Of the 20 cars participating on the tour, there were 14 FIATs, 2 Alfas and 4 others that in-
cluded a Ferrari, Yugo, Saab and Miata.  The FIATs consisted of eight new 500s, from the 
very first Prima Edizione, to the recently introduced 500T, along with two Abarth 500s, a 
Gucci and a Cabrio.  The classic FIATs were a FIAT 128 sedan, two X1/9s and three 124/2000 
Spiders.  The FIAT 128 sedan was on its first major drive after being rescued and resur-
rected after years of sitting in an underground garage.  Its new owner is Dave Voss.  Dave 
drove over 70 miles from his home in Napa just to get to the start of the tour.  Another mem-
ber getting up early to drive quite a distance to the start was Glenn Swarner from Sacramento 
in his FIAT 124 Spider. 
Now, about the tour.  Because of the later start, it was one of our shorter tours at 160 miles 
and was divided into 4 sections.  The first section starting in the East Bay, headed up into the 
Berkeley and Oakland hills, where great views of the San Francisco Bay could be seen below.  
The second section starting from Castro Valley, had the group drive over into the San Ramon 
Valley to Sunol to begin Calaveras Rd, on entertaining, lightly-travelled, two-lane roads to 
Milpitas.  Traversing around the South Bay with some necessary but normally avoided freeway 
driving, we drove pass Los Gatos to begin the third section of the tour by driving up narrow 
and twisty Black Road into the Santa Cruz Mountain Range and onto Highway 35/Skyline Boule-
vard to head north towards San Francisco. 
Skyline Boulevard is a two-lane road that runs on the ridge and along the hillside of the Santa 
Cruz Mountain Range in Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties.  It’s a wonderful road for driving 
our FIATs, with interesting terrain variations and beautiful vistas of the Pacific Ocean on one 
side and the San Francisco Bay on the other.  Wanting to see the ocean up close on this tour, I 
routed our drive down towards the coast on Alpine Road, another delightful road snaking  
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A 2013 New Year’s Day Driving Tour con’d) 
 

through wooded hillsides.  A stop in the little town of Pescadero was made to regroup and rest 
and buy delicious fresh baked artichoke garlic herb bread for which the local bakery is well 
known.  Beginning the fourth and last section of the drive, we drove out to the coast to see a 
gorgeous sunset, then cruised up Highway 1 along the coast to enjoy the views.  Turning off 
Highway 1 onto La Honda Rd, we drove back up and over the hill to end our drive in San Mateo. 
 
For those wanting to get a bit to eat before heading home, a small group of 15 of us had dinner 
together at Mimi’s Cafe.  Enjoying lively conversation and good food with friends is a terrific 
way to end a wonderful day of driving and to start off the new year.  Thanks to all those who 
joined me on the tour, including new members, Lay Lay Lee-Aquila (500 Gucci), Rob and Mary 
Morse (Abarth 500) and Gabriel Quinto (500T). 
 
Interested in seeing what our tours are like?  Take a look at the video made by Jason Yee, of 
Chris Obert’s 3-day, 1000-mile FIAT Melee Tour, he organized for us in 2011.  It’s on YouTube 
at:  http://youtu.be/wmnmGBY9JAk or, better yet, come along on a drive to experience one.  
We have a number of tours throughout the year. 
Everyone is welcome to come along in whatever they are driving, but I understand new FIAT 
500s are now available from local car rental agencies.  As we know, driving tours are more fun 
in a FIAT! 
 
Reprinted under a reciprocal article sharing agreement between FA and FEN.  
 

The MG Club’s 2013 Mulled Wine and Minced Pie Rallye 

We were very pleasantly surprised to receive an invitation to participate in this New Year’s 
Day driving event from Bev Siers, the MG club’s newsletter editor!  Last year we drove in the 
Northwest Alfa Romeo Club’s tour and had intended to do so again.  But since we were so kindly 
invited to come along with the MG club, we felt it would be a rewarding adventure and it cer-
tainly turned out to be one!  Additionally, the use of ‘tulip’ diagrams in the route instructions is 
not very common around here and we very much wanted to experience how the MG club used 
them. When we arrived at the Olympia Safeway starting point, some MGs were already there 
and some were getting gas at the nearby station.  As it turned out our Fiat was the only non-
MG on the drive.  We were properly and kindly greeted as is the usual case at an MG club 
event. Paul, the organizer, was offering doughnuts to everyone.  Something we had not seen be-
fore was that all of the potluck food offerings were gathered up and taken to the end point   
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The MG Club’s 2013 Mulled Wine and Minced Pie Rallye (con’d) 

so that everything would be ready and warm when the participants arrived - a really good idea.  

When we arrived at the Olympia Safeway starting point, some MGs were already there and 
some were getting gas at the nearby station.  As it turned out our Fiat was the only non-MG on 
the drive.  We were properly and kindly greeted as is the usual case at an MG club event.  Paul, 
the organizer, was offering doughnuts to everyone.  Something we had not seen before was 
that all of the potluck food offerings were gathered up and taken to the end point so that eve-
rything would be ready and warm when the participants arrived - a really good idea. 

After much tire kicking, figuratively speaking of course, and introductions all around, the time 
came to begin the drivers’ meeting.  In addition to the route instructions, which consisted of 
both the tulips and written directions, we were given a few sheets of paper with games.  One 
was a map of the United States with a few features outlined.  We had to fill in the name of 
various cities, lakes, or states indicated (it turned out that each name began with either an M 
or G).  One page had drawings such that if you used your imagination you might figure out the 
name of a Christmas Carol the drawing represented.  There was also a page where you had to 
list as many words as you could make from the letters in the words ‘mulled wine’.  The last page 
of games was a set of trivia questions.  We were at a distinct disadvantage here since we have 
no knowledge of anything to do with MGs! 

The scenery along the route was very pretty.  And while the sun was out for much of the drive 
we also had dark overcast skies and snow on the ground in other places.  The views of Mt. Rain-
ier were just beautiful.  The directions were easy to follow and the use of tulips did make the 
route more easily followed.  The route turned out to be about 126 miles long which is about as 
far as we like to drive be-
fore lunch! 

We ended at Paul & 
Sarah’s home in Montesano 
where a wonderful potluck 
meal awaited us.  We 
shared great conversation 
and good food.  After 
grading all of the games, 
award prizes were handed 
out.  
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 The MG Club’s 2013 Mulled Wine and Minced Pie Rallye (con’d) 
 

We scored a second and won a package of chocolate truffles for our knowledge of geography!  
We want to thank Paul & Sarah Barrow for their efforts to not only stage the rallye (for the 
ninth year) and come up with the games, but also to host the pot luck and to Bev Siers for in-
viting us to share in the fun and fellowship with like-minded car enthusiasts.  With permission 
from Paul, I have added 2013 Mulled Wine and Minced Pie route instructions to our library of 
route instructions that can be found on the Archive section of our website. 

Bert & Diana Cripe 

 

The Morris Ranch Field Trip 

The Morris Ranch Field trip was a success, so many more people attended than we originally 
expected would care to attend!  At least 49 attendees were present, but they kept moving and 
I lost count... 

Clubs represented included Alfa Romeo, MG, Fiat, Triumph, Selish Sea MINI, Citroen, NW 
Vintage Yahoo Group, and there were a few people who are not members of any club. 

The event backstory goes like this:  On the afternoon of the 2012 All British Field Meet I was 
waiting on the pier for a ferry at Faultleroy when a nice red Morris Minor pulled up beside me.  
I was in my vintage Fiat and thus the Morris driver and I got into a discussion about our vin-
tage European cars.  He explained about his restoration business and gave me his card.  It 
ended there and I soon forgot about it. 

 

 L to R-Jerry (Morris Ranch 
staff), Rob (Owner), Carrie and 
Rex Rice (event organizers). 

Arrangers and organizers 
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 The Morris Ranch Field Trip(con’d) 

A few weeks later there appeared a story with photos at the Seattle Times website about Rob 
Gruye and his restoration shop.  It then occurred to me this might be a possible field trip for 
our club.  Since Carrie and Rex Rice live in Port Townsend, I figured they were the perfect 
persons to make arrangements with the ownerSince I wanted this to be a real event and to 
share it with friends outside of our club, I contacted as many people as I could to invite along. 

Rob welcomed us with bagels, cream cheese, juice, and coffee.  He parked one of his com-
pleted cars at the main intersection to make the spot where we needed to turn and another to 
make the way along the road to his shop.  The shop is the dream of anyone who has more than 
two old cars and it doesn't matter if a person is stuck on American hot rods or classics, Euro-
pean, or Japanese cars.  The facility is overwhelming and something an enthusiast to drool 
over!  Besides himself, one of Rob’s employees was on hand to show us around and answer ques-
tions.  Both of them seemed to be enjoying the day as much as the rest of us.  Many of the at-
tendees offered their thanks for the invitation and it seems a good time was had by all.  
I want to thank all the FEN who came out and I’ll be on the lookout for more opportunities to 
do something like this again!            

 

Bert Cripe  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEN Attendees 
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The Morris Ranch Field Trip(con’d) 
 

 

The Warehouse  with attendees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Storage Area 

 

 

 Work Area 
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Park Place Meeting 

 

First of all a big "THANK YOU" to our VP George B. for his efforts to arrange our January 
meeting at Park Place LTD ! 
In spite of what some may think, this was a very popular venue to visit, with the most atten-
dance I have seen for a non-driving/non-party event with 30+ people on hand.  The range of ve-
hicles to see and in some cases, sit in, was impressive.  Also having access to normally employee  
only' shop areas was most welcome! 
To see some historically significant cars on display and up close was a unique opportunity.  How 
many times have you even seen a 1950s M-B Gull-wing, let along up close?  Or an example of the 
type of M-B Sir Stirling Moss drove in the Mille Miglia in the 1950s?  The vintage Aston-
Martins were a pleasure to see and to inspect a 1970s era vantage from below on the lift was a 
treat!  The better than showroom condition 1962 VW beetle was a treat and brought back 
fond memories of my first car - a 1965 bug! 
Well done! and it seems this type of outing will need to be repeated in the future. 
 
Thanks to all of our members and guests who took the time to share the event with us and 
make the evening a success and to Shannon Low for his hospitality.  I have posted a few photos 
on the web-site  and welcome any you may want to share  
with us. 
 

Bert 

Mystery River Tour, staged by the Gerttulas 

Sunday, February 24th  

10am: Driver's Meeting in parking lot between Starbucks and Canyon Park Dennys Restaurant 
(22833 Bothell-Everett Highway SE, Bothell). Take Exit 26 off Highay 405; head south.  

What we promise: A route sheet. A Woodinville destination restaurant for lunch, adjacent to 
several wine shops.  

Note: If Mother Nature chooses to bless us with snow and/or icy roads, this event will be can-
celed.  

Please RSVP to Marianne and Bob at BGerttula@aol.com. 
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On the News Stand 

By Bert Cripe 

This is an irregularly occurring series of articles relating interesting material I find in automo-
tive magazines.  The various magazines arrive at the bookstore at different times of the 
month, so don’t expect to see every title covered each month.  Periodically I’ll browse the of-
ferings from the United States and England in search of stories and how-to information I 
think our club members will find interesting, informative, and useful in our hobby.  All of the 
magazines can be found at Barnes & Noble or at least at the one near me.  Granted the English 
magazines tend to cover British and French cars for the most part, however many of the how-
to articles are applicable to most any vintage car of any country of origin.  I’ll mention articles 
about Fiat, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo cars when the articles seem to be of interest.  Remember 
we have club members who own various Italian make cars and belong to both FEN and the 
Northwest Alfa Romeo Club. 

The British magazines are undeniably expensive at upwards of $10.00 to $12.00 per issue, so I 
seldom purchase one except on the occasion of a truly useful or interesting issue. 

This month I want to share the following offerings with you: 

Practical Classics, January 2013 (British): On page 74 appears an article about a 124 Abarth 
Stradale rally car and work the owner did to it recently.  On page 93 is an informative piece 
detailing how a fuel pump works and includes a nice cutaway diagram.  Beginning on page 94 are 
several pages explaining how to use electrical diagrams to help troubleshoot your car’s electri-
cal systems.  Almost every issue includes some sort of tool review and this issue covers side 
cutter pliers. 

Hemmings Sports and Exotic Car, March 2013 (US).  On page 28 appears ‘How to go Vintage 
Racing”.  We are fortunate to have a very active vintage racing organization right here in Puget 
Sound: SOVREN which is mentioned in the article.  So if you are interested in vintage racing, 
here is a good place to begin.  After reading the article, contact SOVREN for more info.  Addi-
tionally, you can join FEN in the car corral in July during a weekend of vintage racing at Pacific 
Raceways in Kent. 

On page 44 you’ll find a four page article about Chris Obert.  Several of us actually know Chris 
from our trips and events here on the West Coast.  For those who are not aware, Chris owns 
and operates C. Obert & Co. a long established supplier and shop for Fiat and Lancias in Santa 
Cruz.  Chris is a long time member of Fiat America and stages some of their driving events. 
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I hope you’ll take a trip down to your local B&N or Borders to check out these stories for your-
self.  Not only can you expect to learn something or read an interesting article but it is a very 
inexpensive outing, as long as you don’t end up purchasing all of the magazines!  I am hopeful 
this whets your appetite for more and you’ll watch for another installment of ‘On the News 
Stand’. 

-Bert Cripe 

 

Club Officers 

 

President: Bert Cripe, 360-731-8768,  spiders@wavecable.com 

Vice-President: George Baumann, 425-235-1202, cecilia66536@yahoo.com 

Secretary (North): Sooz Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@frontier.com 

Secretary (South): Carrie Rice, 360-379-0593, ricecarrie39@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Membership: LeRoy Mietzner, 425-836-0310, Leroy@mietzners.net 

Newsletter :Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 

Board Member At Large: Darsie Bell, 425-652-7216, darsella@gmail.com 

 

Membership status 

 

To date we have 30 renewing members for 2013.  Thank You! 

Keep those dues coming. 

See status next page 
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Membership Renewal Status 

In November of 2012 the bylaws were revised to change the membership year from a calendar year to an 

anniversary year.  In December 2012 all members who had joined the club prior to February 2012 (most of 

us) were sent a renewal notice in the mail.  The below listed members fall into the group whose renewal 

month is January and have renewed their membership for 2013.  Anyone who joined the club from Febru‐

ary through December 2012 will be reminded about their membership coming due about two months prior 

to their anniversary month… 

If you have been a longtime member and your name does not appear below, we believe you have not paid 

your dues for 2013.  Please contact our treasurer.  Contact info appears on page 12. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Name  First Names 

Baumann  Cecilia & George 

Bell  Darsie & Doug 

Bernert  Charlie & Vickie 

Boyajian  Ray & Susan 

Carey  Lynda 

Cripe  Diana & Bert 

Elliott  Ed & Diane 

Fitch  Todd 

Gart  Sarge 

Gerttula  Bob & Marianne 

Hyde  Gordon 

Wayte  Mike & Jackie Baker 

Wegeleben  Steve & Shannon Monaghan 

Wengard  Don & Cheryl 

McGough  James & Karen 

Mietzner  LeRoy & Natalie 

Mortensen  Ray & Lorrie 
Murray  Alan 

Perry  Jim 

Pruczinski  Dave & Christina 

Reed  Gary & Sue Emerson 

Rian  Dan & Suzanne 

Rice  Rex & Carrie 

Roberson  Stephen 

Smith  Norm 

Swineford  Matthew 

Valmonte  Jess 

Vandervort  Ron & Carol 

Villiers  Doug & Nick 

Warner  Debbie & Stephen 



Event Announcement and Details 
(Please complete this form and provide to the rallymaster, newsletter editor, and webmaster) 

 

Host contact info: 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________  

Phone number:  ______________________________________________________________  

Email: ______________________________________________________________________  

What:  

Event title: __________________________________________________________________  

Type of event:  _______________________________________________________________  

(Rally (gimmick/poker run), day tour, pot luck, food drive, etc.) 

Estimated mileage:  ___________________________________________________________  

When: 

Date and day of the week: ______________________________________________________  

Start time:  __________________________________________________________________  

Estimated end time:  __________________________________________________________  

Where to meet:  _________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

Notes/other info: ________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________  
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