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December 2012 

Messaggio dal Presidente: 

Volume 21  issue 12 

The
 -isti 

Welcome to December and the Holiday Season, a time to give thanks, reflect 
on what we’ve accomplished, and what we didn't accomplish during the past 
twelve months.  I take that seriously... for a few minutes anyway and then 
reach for some holiday cheer!  No sense getting depressed for past troubles 
when we will have plenty of trouble to get into in the coming year! 

Speaking of the coming year, once we get these pesky holidays out of the 
way, we can look forward to the Alfa Club's New Year's Day Tour.  Oddly 
enough it is scheduled for January 1st this year.  If Fred Russell is in his 
regular form, you can expect a wonderful adventure on the backroads be-
tween here and... there, wherever there is... 

I hope everyone had a nice Thanksgiving Day, I did because with only two of 
us at home now we go out to eat.  No cooking and no cleanup!  Still cost 
about the same as feeding a family of four though.  Even in low overhead 
Port Orchard!  Actually we went to Bremerton to eat turkey this year.  We 
drove all of nine miles for turkey and Diana ordered prime rib - go figure.  Is 
nothing sacred any longer? 

Speaking of tours, Bob Gerttula is planning a day trip for the MG, Alfa, and 
Fiat clubs for February 24th.  I suggest you give that one some thought.  You 
never know what might happen when you get that many different types of 
cars together in one group.  It might result in some fun or at least a bunch of 
different types of cars in one place!  Perhaps some good cheer will be left 
over from the holidays too. 

Speaking of food, remember that we are no longer meeting at Mia 
Roma in Kenmore....By the time you read this, I suspect we will still be 
looking for a new venue.  Anyway, we plan to hold the January meeting at 
Park Place Ltd in Bellevue.  The Alfa club has held meetings there, so I guess 
it is an OK place.  George will be forthcoming with the details once he deter-
mines what they are. 

This is the 48th edition of the president's message I have written.  When I sit 
down to begin writing each one, I always think back to grade school and how 
much I enjoyed writing those essays!  So much so, that I went into the navy 
instead of college.  That was a good move - I was never asked to write an es-
say in the navy!  In fact I was never asked to do anything, just told...  I did 
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Holiday Party Reminder 

Hello to everyone!  I just want to make a quick reminder announcement about our Holiday Party on 
Saturday, December 8th.  I will be making additional more detailed announcements , but this is 
just a quick note to start bringing this event to everyone's attention so that you don't forget to show 
up if you possibly can. 

 

 First, I want to remind everyone, especially those who are new to FEN, that in December we do not 
have a regular club meeting because the Holiday Party takes the place of the regular meeting in-
stead.  So there will be no regular monthly FEN meeting next week on Wednesday. 

 

 Second, the Holiday Party this year is going to be at the Fairwood Church, 13120 SE 192nd Street, 
Renton, the same location that it was last year.  We will arrive at 1pm.  We will be having a special 
presentation given to us that will start shortly after 1pm once the majority of us have all ar-
rived.  More details to come.  We were supposed to have had the presentation at our last meeting in 
Kenmore but our meeting space was very badly disrupted and we had to cancel the presentation for 
that meeting. 

 

 Third, this year we are having a desert contest instead of a pasta sauce contest.  You can make 
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learn some valuable skills however.  I know how to fold my skivvies so that I can take them out of the drawer 
in the dark, with just two fingers, and don them correctly!  I also learned the meaning of the word 'don'.  Of 
course you don't learn 'don' without learning 'doff'!  I also learned many other valuable words that are not fit 
to print here but may be of use during Bob Gerttula's tour if those Alfa guys get uppity... 

Well, so much for December 2012, I need to get started thinking about the January message.  I also need to 
take the battery out of my spider and put it in the warmth of the garage.  That way I should not get stranded 
on the ferry dock next summer like I did this past summer with a dead battery! 

I hope to see a whole bunch of you at the Holiday Party on the 8th!  I'll bring the ham and soda, what are you 
bringing?  Oh yes, please bring a couple cans of food to donate to the local food bank! 

On a serious note:  I have always stated that the officers welcome your comments, perhaps I was not clear 
enough.  We welcome constructive criticism, but rude and sarcastic comments are not only destructive, but 

hurtful.  When a person’s honest and sincere efforts to provide activities and events for YOU are met with that 
kind of response, it becomes difficult to carry on.  A person is apt to loose the enthusiasm to act, especially if 
worried about being blindsided.  Additionally the author’s reputation suffers and future comments may be-
come marginalized and even ignored.  Please give this some thought and pause before pushing the send key. 

You are stuck with us for another 12 months or please consider Article 5.10 of the bylaws... 

Bert 

(Continued from page 1) 
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New Meeting Location for January 2013 
Great news for everyone!  Our regular FEN meeting in January will be at Park Place Motors in Belle-
vue.  This is one meeting that you do not want to miss.  

The format of the meeting will be as follows.  Shannon Low of Park Place Motors will be hosting the 
meeting.  He will provide us with plenty of food and drink.  We will show up at 6:30pm, have some-
thing to eat and start our meeting after we eat at around 7pm.  Once our meeting is finished, Shan-
non will give us a complete tour of the facility and I do mean complete.  Shannon will even show us 
all of the back rooms where the cars get worked on.  There are plenty of very nice cars to be seen 
from all over the world.  

The only thing that Shannon asks from us in return is that we all give a five dollar donation to offset 
the cost of providing the food.  I think that this is a great deal and I expect that we should have a very 
strong turn out for this meeting.  

So mark down January 2, 2013 on your calendar because this is going to be a very special FEN meet-
ing that you do not want to miss out on! 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

 
A regular Board Meeting of F.E.N. November 10, 2012 

 

Present were Bert Cripe, President; George Baumann, Vice-President; Darcey Brown, Director At 
Large; Leroy Mietzner, Treasurer; and Suzanne Rian, North Secretary. 

The following Agenda Items were presented, discussed, and approved:  

1. Process and methods to manage membership notices assuming bylaws changes are approved 
at November regular meeting. 

2. Discuss expected 2013 budget expenses. 

3. Discuss 2013 All Italian Car Show and help needed. 

4. Discuss policies proposals and changes. 

any kind of desert that you want, even Italian cookies.  If the desert is not Italian that is OK too be-
cause I am sure that it is still good and we will welcome it just the same.  We will have three prizes to 
be awarded, one for each of the top three winners. 

 

More details and useful information to follow .  I encourage as many people as possible to come if 
you can.  Last year those who came had a good time and this year will be no different if enough peo-
ple can make it.  So put on your best possible cheer and join some people that at least enjoy the same 
kind of car that you do and have some fun! 

  

George  

(Continued from page 2) 
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The President presented the following Proposed Club policies: 

1 The Board may establish policies for the day-to-day operation in areas not addressed by the articles      
      of incorporation or the bylaws. 

A.The Board may adopt, revise, or cancel policies as it desires by a simple vote.  These policies 
shall not be in conflict with the articles of incorporation or the bylaws. 

B. The President shall maintain a binder with copies of the articles of incorporation, bylaws, 
current policies, and other governing documents that may exist. 

           C. The articles of incorporation, bylaws, current policies, and other governing documents 
which may exist will be posted on the club’s website and made available for review at regu-
lar meetings of the club and the board. 

2 Membership dues: 

A.  Dues will be set by the board and approved by the membership at a regular club meeting. 

B  Dues for primary members will be $25.00 per year. 

C  Dues for Associate members will be $15.00 per year.  A portion of car show registration fee 
may be considered the dues for an Associate membership, no additional dues need be col-
lected. 

D  Special events: Special events, such as multi-day tours, will require Associate membership 
dues be collected if both a registration fee for the event is collected by the club from per-
sons who are not currently members of the club and the registration fee is passed through 
the club’s accounting records and/or bank accounts.  This is needed to ensure the club 
meets the IRS safe harbor rules. 

3.Speakers: Guest speakers at regular meetings will be allowed up to $25.00 (total for food and bev-
erage) as remuneration to be paid by the club to the restaurant. 

  4.Door Prizes: $25.00 will be allowed, each month, for door prizes for each regular meeting, for the 
        holiday party, and for gimmick rallies staged by the club (if awards are to be given).  This 
       is not extended to current or future social meetings such as the South Sound Meeting. 

   5. Annual Holiday Party: 

 A. Up to $300.00 total will be allowed to rent a venue for the annual holiday party potluck 
meal location without prior board approval.  Any arrangements requiring an amount be-
yond this limit will require board approval in advance of paying the fee.  

 

      B. Up to $100.00 total will be allowed for food, decorations, and other incidentals without 
prior board approval.  Any arrangements requiring an amount beyond this limit will re-
quire board approval in advance of purchases. 

 6. Annual Picnic: Up to $100.00 total will be allowed for food, decorations, and other incidentals 
       without prior board approval.  Any arrangements requiring an amount beyond this limit 
        will require board approval in advance of purchases. 

 

 7.Board meetings: The two meetings required by the bylaws will be held in May (after the car show) 
        and in November (after the election of officers). 
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 7. Bank Accounts: The President may maintain a separate bank account for the club for the ex      
press purpose of accounting and providing for other club events such as multi-day tours, etc. 

 

8. The definition and description of the webmaster were included and approved. 

 

       9.The definition and description of the duties of rally master were included and approved. 

 

        10.The President shall provide written instructions to committees which include: 

A . Purpose of the committee and tasks to be performed. 

B. Extent of authorization given to the committee to act. 

C. Definition of reports the committees will make to the President, the Board, and/or the 
membership. 

D. Definition of actions that complete the committee’s work and when it will be dismissed. 

 

All the above agenda items were unanimously approved by the Board this 10th day of November, 
2012. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Suzanne Rian 

North Secretary  

 

FIAT Auto Show 
 

I just finished watching the Fiat presentations at the LA Auto Show.  This is a brilliant presentation 
by Fiat and I encourage everyone to go to www.fiatusa.com or www.fiat500usa.com and watch the 
presentation that Fiat gave today at the LA Auto Show. It starts slow so be patient. 

  

Fiat presented three new models at the LA Auto Show today.  The Fiat 500 Abarth convertible, the 
Fiat 500e and the Fiat 500L.  The presentation of each of the three new models was excellent.  I 
personally am extremely impressed with the new Fiat 500L.  I am pleased to see that Fiat has de-
cided to use the 160hp, 184lbs.ft. torque turbo charged version of the 1.4L multiair engine in the 
car.  The more I see of this car, the more I really like it.  For those who say it is ugly, please keep 
that to yourself because you don't appreciate brilliance in efficient design. 

  

So check out the presentation.  You won't be disappointed.  It really is a first class presentation that 
Fiat can be proud of.  

There is much entertainment value in the show. 
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For Sale 

[While this is technically a ‘for sale’ ad, it is an interesting story and the photos are worth looking at 
– Bert Cripe] 

Submitted by club member Todd Fitch 

Here's the story, this car belongs to a family friend who has had it since the early 70s, I remember 
this car as a little kid.  The Owner used to be a mechanic at Phil Smart Mercedes and Downtown Da-
tsun back in the day and later got in to advertising.  If you remember the old Rainier Beer TV ads of 
the walking beer bottles, he made those bottles.  Anyways his name is Phil Turner and his business is 
or was Turner Exhibits in Lynnwood.  He sold the business but still works for them as a consultant, 
this is where the car currently is stored indoors and hanging on the wall! 

Seriously! it's been hanging on the wall there for the last 25 years.  He says it was running at the time 
it got mounted on the wall but obviously 25 years later it's going to need some re-commissioning.  
Oh, I was also told it has an 850 engine, now whether he still has the original engine or not, I'm not 
sure.  I haven't been able to nail down a price, but if you could list it in the newsletter that would be 
awesome, the reason he hasn't priced it, is he really has no idea what it's worth.  I did send him a 
couple of ads for recent restored double bubbles that have sold, but as I told him, these are running 
totally restored cars.  The two phone numbers I have are Home phone 425-347-0829 and the num-
ber for Turner Exhibits is 425 776 4930. 
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Classic Car Restoration 
 
Back on July 28th I happened to be in line for the ferry, sitting in spider, when a bright red Morris 
Minor pulled up beside me.  Being a true lover of all vintage cars, of any bred, I struck up a conversa-
tion with the driver.  His name was Bob Gruye.  Turns out he restores the cars at a shop in Port 
Townsend. 
Fast forward to September 27th and what do I see but an article about him in the Seattle Times.  
“Gruye's shop specializes in restoring the classic British cars, built between 1949 and 1971.  With the 
help of four employees, he upgrades the cars with electronic ignition and disk brakes, plus bodywork 
and new paint.  The cost to drive one away starts around $12,000 and can go upward of $20,000, 
depending on the model and restoration work needed; that can take a couple of months.” So says the 
Times. 
And so the idea of a visit for the club came to mind.  I contacted club member Rex Rice, who hap-
pens to live in PT, to suggest he lookup Mr. Gruye to inquire about the possibility of a visit.  Here is 
Rex’s report along with two photos: 
“I finally met with Rob Gruye at his Morris Farm.  What a place!  Rob is very friendly & busy.  Our 
members will have a great time poking through this collection of cars & parts & talking to Rob.  Rob 
suggested a tour after the holidays are over, maybe mid January.  I drove the Seat to his shop & he 
loved it, being a small car lover.  I hope we can generate some desire in our members to come over 
here.” 
We will pursue this for early 2013. 
Bert  

Starting Point 
Progress 


