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First off I want to welcome new member Gene Davis to the club. 

The July picnic was well attended; I was pleasantly surprised by the 
turnout.  It was a pleasure to meet some new members and see their 
cars. Julia & Jason Banker brought their new Abarth 500.  It has a very 
nice exhaust note! 

I hope many of you will attend the Apex Airport picnic coming up on the 
11th over in Kitsap County.  The mix of people, cars, and airplanes 
makes for a wonderful day.  You can expect good food, music, and lots 
of people to chat with.  Remember to bring a pot luck side dish to share! 

Looking ahead to September, it will be time to appoint the nominating 
committee for the election of the 2013 officers.  The work by the commit-
tee is very important for the continued functioning of the club in the com-
ing year and provides an opportunity for the committee members to 
meet those club members they have yet to become acquainted with.  I 
hope each of you will consider volunteering for this important job that 
lasts only a short time and requires no prior experience-honest I have 
done it, it’s not that difficult. 

July was a sad month for a large part of the car community with the 
passing of Sergio Pininfarina, whose father Battista (“Pinin”) Farina, 
founded of the legendary Italian firm of ''Carrozzeria Pinin Farina” the 
design house and coach builder to many of the Italian and French car 
manufacturers.  And here on the West Coast we lost a true advocate of 
all vintage cars with the passing of Martin Swig of San Francisco.  Martin 
made his fortune in the auto dealership business.  He was at one time a 
dealer of both Fiat and Alfa Romeo automobiles as well as most Ameri-
can makes.  While I never had the pleasure of meeting him, he did have 
a big impact upon my participation in the vintage car hobby.  As co-
founder of the California Mille Miglia (an event for the 1%) and a couple 
of other less expensive events, he promoted the vintage car scene and 
directly created and/or helped to spawn several other less expensive 
driving events for the everyday hobbyist – people like me.  I first became 
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.Messaggio dal Presidente 

aware of Martin through his modest television 
show ‘Back Road Adventures’ on PBS back in the 
1990s.  I can trace my passion for multi-day tour/
rally style driving events directly back to Mr. Swig.  
Thus, it is fair to say it is because of him that 
Diana and I now stage our own multi-day tours 
each year. 

That’s all for now… 

Ciao 

Bert 

Board Meeting Notes 

The FEN Board met on 7/1/12. In attendance 
were Bert Cripe, George Baumann, Terry Zeitner, 
LeRoy Mietzner, and Mike Wayte. Sooz Rian and 
Darsie Bell were absent. The meeting was called 
to order by Bert at 2:35 PM.   

Current club membership was given as ~60 mem-
bers, though no list was available to confirm. 
Terry submitted his resignation as Treasurer, due 
to changes in his work schedule. The Board ac-
cepted his resignation and appointed LeRoy Mi-
etzner as interim Treasurer, to fill out the remain-
der of Terry’s annual term.  

. As of June 30th, the bank balance is $5143.81. 
Additionally, Bert reported that the Car Show net-
ted $1511. The Board agreed to donate $500 to 
LEO, which is the cause that XXX supports 
through the car shows that are held each week.  

Discussion was held regarding moving the club 
bank accounts from the current account attached 
to Dan and Sooz’s personal account to a club-
specific account. Mike described how the Boeing 
Employee Credit Union provides club accounts 
for the various Boeing Employee Clubs. It was 
agreed to move the club accounts into a new ac-
count at BECU. Bert and LeRoy agreed to set this 
up, with the club President and Treasurer each 
having signatory authority on the account. It was 
also agreed to wait for a short time before trans-
ferring funds from the original accounts in order to 
allow time for any outstanding checks to clear. 
LeRoy and Terry will arrange to transfer funds  

Board Meeting Notes (con’d) 

and other club accounting documents at this 
time.  

The question of offering Free memberships to 
buyers of new Fiat 500’s was brought up. It was 
noted that the bylaws require memberships to be 
paid at the time of application (Article 4.2 reads 
“Each application for membership must be ac-
companied by one year’s dues.”). For this rea-
son, the board decided not to offer free member-
ships at this time.  

Mike commented that the Newsletter needs more 
articles to be submitted for inclusion in the 
monthly publication 

Finally, the board agreed to schedule 2 meetings 
per year; one following the May general meeting, 
and one following the November general meet-
ing. Each will take place the weekend following 
the respective meeting.  

The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 PM  

Respectfully submitted,  

LeRoy Mietzner  

 

July Meeting Notes  

There was no July membership meeting 

Annual FEN Picnic 

. A good group of FEN members and guests 
found their way to Kanaskat-Palmer State Park 
on Sunday, July 8. The weather was perfect: 
warm with lots of sun. The drive took us to south-
east King County, giving us another opportunity 
to drive on roads we would never drive on our 
own 
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Annual FEN Picnic (con’d) 

The drive to the park gave us an opportunity to 
catch a lot of rays during the drive.  

Since most of us hadn’t been exposed to much 
sun this year, we made good use of the park 
shelters.  

Ore’12, A Weekend with Mirafiori 

 

Last Wednesday my daughter Hazel and I left for 
the Mirafiori.com west coast gathering, known as 
the Oregon Event.  Ore'12 is loosely organized 
around a Track Day event, with camping up at 
Howard Prairie Lake Resort in the hills far above 
Ashland, Oregon.  This event is on it's 16th year, 
and the 14th at HPLR. 

 

Pics of our trip can be found at: 

http://s58.photobucket.com/albums/g243/
budgetzagato/Oregon%202012/ 
 

If you've been reading any of my posts, you 
probably know the things I've been working on to 
get the Scorpion ready for this trip.  A lot of de-
ferred maintenance, but also some important re-
pairs.  Most recently just before this trip I 
changed the radiator, rebuilt the 38DGAS and 
installed a Pertronix Ignitor in the mechanical ad-
vance distributor. 
 

 

Ore’12 (con’d) 
 
With the Scorpion stuffed literally to the gills 
(sleeping bags behind the seats, cooler, stove, 
tent, clothes, etc. up front, tools and helmet 
strapped in in back next to the spare) we left 
Olympia a little behind schedule and headed 
south.  A little rain here and there but otherwise a 
fair weather drive. 

 

The car ran flawlessly.  I'm really impressed with 
the Ignitor in particular.  Indicated temps were 
right at 190ºF for most of the drive.  We lunched 
and refueled in Eugene, and continued on.  For 
most of the trip I ran at moderate speeds, with 
occasional jumps into the higher speeds to get 
around lines of trucks etc.  That it still could do 
this easily with the stock exhaust was a relief.  
The car really settles down at the higher speeds.  
When we reached Ashland we got groceries at 
the local food co-op and refueled.  Temps only 
climbed slightly when we drove up the twisty and 
steep Dead Indian Memorial Highway to the re-
sort.  The best part is being able to cruise up hills 
like this in 4th and have lots of extra power when 
needed. 

The resort is a man-made fishing and boating 
lake, also used for irrigation down in the valley.  
There are RV sites and tent sites, bathrooms with 
showers, a popular marina, and a store and res-
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 Thursday most everyone else arrived, with folks 
coming from Washington, Oregon, California, 
Idaho, Wisconsin and Canada.  Pretty soon we 
had about 25 Italian cars and about 50 people.  
Other resort patrons enjoyed the impromptu car 
show and many people had lots of interested 
questions about our group.  We had 3 Scorpi-
ons, several X1/9's and Spiders, a 128 wagon, a 
131 Brava, and a couple of new 500's.  Other 
makes included an Alfa Romeo and a Citroen. 

taurant.  We arrived at the resort, checked in 
(only $18 for 4 nights, thanks HPLR!) and set up 
our tent near the lake.  It's a really great camp-
ground where as a child I visited my grandpar-
ents who would park their trailer for the summer, 
and fish in their boat they'd bring up from Yreka. 

 Ore’12 (con’d) 

Track day came up fast and I managed to find 
child care for my daughter, thanks Eric and Mi-
chelle, and David Moise also from FEN and I 
drove down to the track.  I got to show David the 
power and handling the Scorpion has, I think he 
was impressed.  Track Day consists of renting a 
local kart track for the day for timed runs.  This 
year we got 3 3-lap runs total, with fun runs later 
in the day for those who can last that long in the 
heat.   

 Ore’12 (con’d) 

When we arrived, folks were already removing 
all loose items from their cars, and we started 
the pre-race tech.  This consists of checking 
safety items like battery hold-downs, belts, 
brakes and throttle springs, and wheel tightness, 
and everyone put numbers on their car.  Once 
that was done, we did a slo-mo "parade lap" to 
learn the course.  Then it was time to get into 
grid for the actual event. 
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The track has a longish straight where the start/
stop is and allows a great view of cars as they 
accelerate up the long side.  We had two 
classes, "Mutts" who were running street tires 
(180 treadwear or greater) and "Mongrels" with 
stickier tires.  The Mutts ran the outer road of the 
track, while the Mongrels ran a more complex 
course that included several areas of the inner 
roads, including a section that was run in two 
different directions. 
 
My first lap was basically a warm-up, then times 
improved as I dropped 2 seconds on my second 
lap. The final lap was 2/10ths less again.  I felt 
like a spaz out there, learning a new car on the 
track with all that goes with it; throttle steering 
and braking response, tire limits etc.   My next 
runs were slightly better, not counting the extra 3 
seconds for understeering into the dirt on my 
second lap.  After the off-course run I tried to be 
a little less of a spaz and I found out later it paid 
off so that my second lap helped my 3rd run be 
my best. 

 

After my runs I hitched a ride with Ken Haven in 
his Scorpion.  Ken's Scorpion is a beast, with a 
300+hp Lanica Thema turbo engine in it.  It was 
like some kind of carnival ride, and I got dizzy 
watching his hands work.  The acceleration and 
braking his car has is amazing, and the sticky 
tires the "mongrel" class were running also con-
tributed.  After that my stomach didn't feel right 
and I decided to leave for the lake.  On the way 
back I pondered what I like about the track day 
component of this gathering.  I think one major 
aspect is that it reminds me that the car is not as 
delicate as I might otherwise think.  Another as-
pect is the safe environment in which to test your 
and the car's limits. 

 

The lake at HPLR is clean, stocked with fish and 
has lots of room for water skiing and other 
sports.  The shore is a little rocky and can be 
steep or flat depending on the lake level on a 

 Ore’12 (con’d)  Ore’12 (con’d) 

given year.  This year the lake was still fairly 
high, and the swimming was refreshing once the 
weather warmed up.  Hazel found several play-
mates and they all built several mud and sand 
castles. 
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Each event Saturday features a group breakfast 
of "mulligan" scrambled eggs, sausage, pan-
cakes and more.  This wonderful group meal is 
followed by a day of socializing, campside re-
pairs and local auto tours.  In the evening we 
gather for a spaghetti feed with plenty of every-
thing and a fireside awards program.  This is 
when I learned I achieved a second place rank-
ing in the Track Day results, a pleasant surprise 
considering how loose I felt when on the track.  
Other awards include the rest of the 3 places in 
the Mutt event; 3rd to Dan Wilson in his 124 Spi-
der and 1st to Tom McGaffigan in his Scor-
pionVX.  The one and only award for top time in 
the Mongrel event went to Ken Haven in his 
Scorpion.  We also have a Hard Luck award 
which this year went to Mark Scholz who tore his 
Chump race car X's upper rear cross brace re-
sulting in sloppy shifting before it separated alto-
gether.  The companionship and stories go far 
into the night, later than this guy can stay up. 
 
Sunday is when most folks leave, and we were 
no different.  After stovetop espresso, breakfast 
and dishes, we broke camp and repacked the 
Scorpion, and headed for home.  

Ore’12 (con’d) Ore’12 (con’d) 

The car did quite well and only two problems be-
came apparent over this inaugural 1000 mile 
drive.  One is that the rear main started leaking, 
and the other is the pass. side window regulator 
broke.  So some repairs are in its future but I'm 
quite pleased with the car overall.  I like the sta-
ble road feel and the larger feeling interior as 
compared to my X.  The power of the larger en-
gine makes hills and passing a breeze, some-
thing which took some effort in the X.  Gas mile-
age ranged from nearly 27mpg to a low of 
20mpg for the leg including the track day event.  
I think a carb base isolator and other refinements 
would help, but the real plan is a conversion to 
Bosch L-Jetronic fuel injection.  This and some 
body/paint work will really make it a great car. 
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In Memoriam, Sergio Pininfarina 
Last month, fans of Italian motorcars worldwide 
mourned the loss of Sergio Pininfarina.  He 
passed away at the age of 85 on Monday, July 2nd. 

 

Sergio was the former head of the famous family-
owned company responsible for the design and 
manufacture of many cars from Fiat, Alfa Romeo 
and Ferrari among others.   Carrozzeria Pinin Fa-
rina was founded in 1930 by his father, Gian Bat-
tista “Pinin” Farina.  The family’s surname was 
officially changed to Pininfarina by the Italian 
government in recognition of Battista’s various 
achievements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pininfarina was born in 1926 and joined the fam-
ily company after earning a degree in mechanical 
engineering.  Sergio took over as president and 
CEO of the company in 1966, upon the death of 
his father.  He was instrumental in cementing the 
decades-long collaboration with Ferrari and later 
stepped down to become honorary president in 
2006. 

While at the helm, the design house that created 
cars for Alfa Romeo, Rolls-Royce, Cadillac and 
even Chevrolet, expanded and prospered.  He was 
the genius who was responsible for several iconic 

Ferraris such as the 1958 250 Coupe, the 1968 
365GTB/4 “Daytona”, the 1984 Testarossa and 
the 2002 Enzo in addition to the 1996 Peugeot 
406 Coupe and the gorgeous 2003 Maserati 
Quattroporte.  But, it was Sergio himself who 
penned the Fiat 124 Spider we all know and love 
so well, which many feel was his best design ever. 

“With the passing of Sergio Pininfarina Italy loses 
one of her most prestigious ambassadors in the 
world while, at the same time, Maserati loses a 
great friend,” Harald Wester, CEO of Maserati, 
said in a statement to Autoweek. 

“Always an enthusiast of Maserati for which his 
father, Pinin, had designed automobile models as 
far back as the 1940s and 1950s, Sergio was the 
force behind the return of the Pininfarina design 
on contemporary Maseratis when, in 2003, he 
designed the current Quattroporte.”   

Ferrari's di Montezemolo also noted Sergio Pinin-
farina's accomplishments as a statesman and 
leader in Europe. 

“An exceptional person who connected his name 
indissolubly with our history and our success,” di 
Montezemolo said. “Sergio was one of the most 
important advocates of 'Made in Italy' all over the 
world, a man who gave Italy credibility and splen-
dor. An example not just of an entrepreneur, but 
also known for his civic duties, he spread with 
great passion for his country.”  

He will be missed. 

Upcoming events  

 See web site calendar for details 

 

August 11 Apex Airport picnic 

September 5 Membership meeting NORTH 

September 29 Festa Italiana at Seattle 
Center 


