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I want to welcome our newest members to the club: Melody Chaffin; 
Dawn Sherrard; and Brenda & Pat Kvietkus.  All joined at the June 
meeting!  I had the pleasure of sharing the road with Brenda & Pat a 
week ago on a drive.  Their Lancia Beta is a very nice example and is 
painted almost the same color as Bob Yetter’s spider, a pleasing plum 
color. 

This month I thought I would share my impressions of our 500 Sport.  
We have had it for fourteen months and have driven it almost 21,000 
miles on all kinds of roads and trips from quick hops to the grocery store 
to a two week road trip of almost 3,000 miles.  (You can read my report 
and see photos of the road trip here: http://www.nwvintagetouring.org/
roadtrip2011/roadtrip2011.htm) 

My vehicle is Prima Edizione (PE) #480, the first of the new cars to be 
issued in the States and an example of first special edition of the car to 
be sold.  From the standpoint of performance features it is a standard 
Sport model. 

I have driven both a standard MINI Cooper and a turbo MINI Cooper S 
with some John Cooper Works upgrades, but I have not driven the 
Abarth version of the 500.  So from that prospective the 500 Sport 
driven with sport mode on is very similar to the standard MINI Cooper, 
but not quite up to a match.  The Cooper S turbo is so far beyond the 
500’s performance as to be not worth comparing!  So while my 500 is in 
third place it is still a very fun drive and for my needs more importantly it 
comes in first for fuel economy.  As the saying goes: it is more fun to 
drive a slow car fast than a fast car slow or something like that…anyway 
the 500 is more than capable of being driven well beyond my abilities, 
so it is plenty of car for me.  I have frightened myself on some back 
roads!  It will cruise all day on the freeway at 70+ loaded to the gills with 
stuff and two people and still get 38-40 MPG! 
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 Messaggio dal Presidente (con’d) 

 

I have had no problems with the car and the cus-
tomer service provide by Fiat of Tacoma has 
been first rate.  Additionally, I have been called by 
the manufacturer twice to inquire about the car 
and my satisfaction.  I have also received several 
emails and been given the opportunity to com-
plete online surveys about the car and my level of 
satisfaction with the dealer provided service.  I 
should mention, at this point, that the PE was sold 
with a very complete service package as part of 
the warranty, including roadside assistance.  All 
recommended service and basic wear items such 
as brakes and wipers are included in the warranty 
for  first three years/36,000 miles! 

The fit and finish is all I expected and the build 
quality is to my satisfaction.  At this point in time I 
have not noticed any wear or breakage of trim or 
finish.  I have no complaints and have no hesita-
tion in recommending the car to anyone who is 
looking for a four days per week commute I find it 
to be a very satisfying car. 

So if you are in the market for a small car with 
spirit and something fun to drive give the 500 
some serious thought. 

 

Ciao 

Bert 

June Meeting Notes 

The June, 2012 FEN Meeting commenced just 
after 7:00 at Amante’s. In attendance were 14 
members and 6 guests (Melanie, Pat, Dawn, 
Cindy, Fred, and Shannon)  

No Treasurer’s report was given.  

George reported on last months (3rd Annual) 
Tour Prima Vera, once again hosted by the 
Pruczinskis. In summary, the tour began in Mukil-
teo, at the Red Cup Café, meandered across the 
Snohomish Valley, stopped at a couple of nurser-
ies and a coop garage full of vintage Fiats and 

June Meeting Notes (con’d) 

 

Bob Yetter reported on the Grand Opening of the 
new Lemay “America’s Car” Museum in Tacoma. 
Currently, they have only a 1953 Fiat Topolino on 
display, but that will most likely change over time. 
Bob highly recommends the museum as a desti-
nation. He also mentioned that the museum is 
selling engraved Pavers to individuals and 
groups, in various sizes (and for various prices). 
It was mentioned that FEN might explore pur-
chasing a Paver.  

 

FEN member Bryce recounted his positive ex-
perience at American Auto Body, in Renton, 
where he had his ‘79 Spider repainted (after he 
did all the prep work). His total cost was ~$1000.  

 

Bert announced that, to date, 6 FEN members 
have signed up for the SOVREN Historics, taking 
place June 29 – July 1.  

 

Bert also announced that there are still 2 spots 
available in the 3 Islands Tour he and Diana are 
putting on Sept. 8-10.  

Guest Fred Russell announced that the Viva 
Italia Italian Car & Motorcycle Show will be taking 
place July 14, from 10:30 AM until 4:00 PM at 
Columbia Winery in Woodinville. Bring Food and 
Donations for Hopelink, the organization that 
reaches out to help East King and Snohomish 
County homeless and low income families, chil-
dren seniors, and people with disabilities.  

Finally, Fred provided some of his background as 
an Italian car fanatic, from touring Italian Auto 
Museums and Design Studios, to driving the Mille 
Miglia (in a Fiat 2l V8...Model 8V?). He is also the 
NW Alfa Romeo Clubs Newsletter editor, organ-
izes that clubs “Half Fast Lap of Washington”, as 
well as the New Years Drive (that some of us 
participated in this year), and, for his day job, 
works for Microsoft in the Development Group for 
the Forza X-Box game (which has, probably, a 
higher percentage of Italian sports cars, thanks to 
Fred). Thanks, Fred!  
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June Meeting Notes (con’d) 

 

One last item came up at the meeting; Pete Bris-
cow and George Baumann are looking into the 
possibility of a guided tour of the new Ridge Mo-
torsports Park in Shelton, WA. Details to follow.  

The meeting ended at 8:40 PM  

Thanks, 

 
LeRoy Mietzner 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FESTA ITALIANA SEATTLE 2012 
(con’d) 

 
 
Friday the 28th will feature "Taste of Italy™", a 
Wine Tasting & Opening Reception, 7-10 pm at 
Seattle Center.  Great wine, antipasto & live mu-
sic by The Primo Basso Band.  $25 in advance or 
$30 at the door and you must be 21 to attend. 
 
To purchase tickets in advance, send a self-
addressed stamped envelope along with a check 
made out to "Festa Italiana" in the amount of $25 
per ticket to: 
Taste of Italy 
Box 9549 
Seattle, WA 98109 

FESTA ITALIANA SEATTLE 2012 
 

Welcome to Seattle's 25th Annual - Festa Ital-
iana.  The festival is actually a weeklong series 
of events held the last week of September, cul-
minating in a major Italian Festival at Seattle 
Center.  Since 1988, Festa Italiana has been 
celebrating the cultural roots of Italians and Ital-
ian-Americans in the Pacific Northwest by pro-
moting the arts, the food and the culture that are 
uniquely Italian. 
 
It’s that time of the year again to get ready for 
the Festa Italiana car display.  The dates this 
year will be Saturday and Sunday, September 29 
& 30.  FEN members usually take their car on 
Saturday, but you are certainly free to go on ei-
ther day.  If you would like to show your Classic 
Italian Vehicle (autos, motorcycles, Scooters or 
bicycles), fill out the Registration Form and return 
it to the address on the form.  Registration is 
free, but the form must be in the organizer’s 
hands by September 27th! You will be able to 
display your car on the grounds, and avoid any 
parking fees.  Only pre-registered cars will be 
allowed access to the venue, no day of event 
registration. 
Go to the event website for more detailed info.  
It’s always a great time.   
 
Event website: http://www.festaseattle.com/  
 

Registration form for the car show is on the last 
page... 

Driving a Topolino  

     When I was in the Air Force, I spent 2 ½ 
years, 1957-1960, in Tripoli, Libya, as a musician 
in the 17th Air Force Band. Our job was to travel 
the Mediterranean area as musical goodwill am-
bassadors. From Morocco to Turkey, we brought 
American big band jazz to the countries border-
ing the sea, except Egypt because our lead alto 
sax player was a Jew and they weren’t allowed at 
that time. During the first few months of my trav-
els, I saw plenty of cars and the ‘Strata de Topo-
lino’, (Road Mouse) always caught my eye. 

    One day, I saw an ad in the paper: “1939 To-
polino for sale, 640,000 Lire” I called the phone 
number and arranged to meet the owner in 
downtown Tripoli. The owner was an Arab who 
was selling the car for his uncle. I drove it around 
town amidst the donkey carts and horse car-
riages, amazed at its lack of power and the tiny 
cab. I don’t think it had ever been worked on 
since it was new. It burned oil but didn’t overheat. 
After the drive, I looked it over. The interior was 
badly worn and the folding roof was in tatters. 
Lifting up the hood, I saw that the 18 hp engine 
was backwards; the radiator in the firewall and 
not behind the grill. Good idea! If you ran into 
something, the radiator was safe.  
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  Driving a Topolino 

(con’d) 

 As much as I loved Topos, I couldn’t see spend-
ing $900 for this one. I was also in love with a Cit-
ron Traction but couldn’t afford it either. So I set-
tled for a ’51 Mercury which got me around just 
fine, mostly in first and second gear, for the re-
mainder of my time in Tripoli.    

Rex 

From the March 2012 Popular Mechanics 

Engines are like people: The harder they work, 
the more air they need to breathe. When an en-
gine is revved high, like when accelerating on 
the highway, its valves must open wide and for 
long durations. Conversely, at idle, that engine 
requires just a trickle of air to operate. Variable 
valve timing and lift systems continuously alter 
the way a valve operates, depending on engine 
speed and load, to increase fuel efficiency and 
power. These systems are becoming more com-
mon, but Fiat's Multiair is the most novel. It op-
erates the intake valves with a unique system: 
Rather than using the cam lobe to press open 
the valve, the lobe pushes on the plunger of a 
tiny oil pump. The resultant pressure accumu-
lates in a thimble-size chamber that feeds a 
computer-Â-controlled solenoid (the valve 
"conductor"). When the solenoid is open, the oil 
pressure flows to the top of the valve, forcing it 
to open. The engine computer directs the sole-
noid and can vary the timing (when the valve 
opens in relation to the piston's movement), du-
ration, and lift (how far the valve opens). With 
Multiair, the tiny 1.4-liter engine of the Fiat 500 
produces a gutsy 101 hp and a healthy amount 
of low-rpm torque. Also, since the system is sim-
ple and compact, it's not an expensive add-on. 
Expect Multiair to spread through Fiat’s —-and 
—-Chrysler’s lineup. 

 Club Picnic 

Club pot luck picnic at Kanaskat-Palmer State  

Park; 32101 Kanaskat-Cumberland Road;  

Ravensdale.  

Begins at noon and ends whenever… 

Map and directions on web 
site 

Plan on bringing a dish to share 
sized for 10-14 people. The club 

provides soft drinks. 

Please note there is a $10.00 per 
car day-use charge 

fee to be paid at the park entrance. 
 

Event Reminder 

 




