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April was a tight month for me due to the Spring Tune-up Rally, the MG 
club’s Tulip Rallye, our car show, and the Spring Thaw Rally in Canada!  
So to make things easier for Mike and myself, we decided to fill the 
newsletter with some basic information that might be useful to all mem-
bers. 

First of all, I frequently receive questions about meetings, events, and 
the schedule.  We have two good resources available to us for this kind 
of thing.  The newsletter is always available to anyone at our website in 
PDF format and it is now delivered electronically to all members who 
have provided me with an email address; secondly the same information 
is at our website on the calendar page, the membership page, on the 
newsletter page, or in the archives depending upon the subject.  The 
archives page requires a login and password.  If you don’t have this any 
longer send an email to me so that I can reply with the two.  The login 
and password were provided to all who are online some time ago.  The 
membership roster is located here, hence the password protection. 

As webmaster, I have access to an extensive collection of data about 
access to our online pages.  One statistic I monitor regularly is the num-
ber of hits our newsletter page receives.  Unfortunately, I have notice 
over the past few months that the newsletter was accessed fewer times 
than we have memberships!  And since everyone in the world has ac-
cess to it, I am very certain that only a few of our members regularly 
read it!  This realization caused me to look for a way to email the news-
letter to everyone who is online.  Since I am not a computer wizard, it 
took me some time to find the setting to allow attachments to be sent on 
the Announce list.  Now, no one has any reason not to read the newslet-
ter if they want to do so.  And I certainly hope everyone does read it! 

Since I took office in 2009, I have sent a welcome package to all new 
members.  If you joined the club before 2009, you may not have seen 
most of this information in one place.  We have included the text of this 
information in this issue. 

Here is most of the greeting I send to all new members:  “It is my pleas-
ure to welcome you to the club and I hope the club will provide the ex-
periences you are looking for.  Please feel free to contact me or any offi-
cer to make a suggestion, ask a question, or lodge a complaint.  We de-
sire to have open communications with the members and make the club 
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 Messaggio dal Presidente (con’d) 

 

the members want it to be.  Refer to the newslet-
ter for contact information.”  

“I have enclosed a new member info packet.  You 
will find some tips for gathering and writing a trip 
report.  I put this together in the hopes of generat-
ing more articles from the members to enrich the 
newsletter content.  I hope you will have an op-
portunity to use it and submit a story!  We would 
also enjoy hearing about any trips you do with 
others!” 

 

“Please remember that you may always 
participate in a driving event in any auto, 
not just a Fiat.  Many of us have cars in a state 
of ‘project’ or ‘refurbishment’ so we participate 
with our daily drivers.  We value your participa-
tion more than seeing your car!” 

 

“In the Archive section of our website you will 
find our bylaws, articles of incorporation, a tech-
nical library, and a selection of old turn-by-turn 
route driving instructions.  You will need to use 
the login and password to access these files” (I 
provide both to all new members) 

 

“So welcome to the club and feel free to contact 
me at any time if you have questions, issues or 
suggestions.” 

 

I hope all of this will provide some useful info to 
help each of you get more from your club and in 
turn make the club more fun for all of us! 

 

And last of all, I want to welcome the latest new 
members:  Marjorie & David Korkowski of Seat-
tle. 

Ciao 

Bert 

April Meeting Notes 

The April FEN meeting took place on April 4 at 
Amante in Renton. Bert called the meeting to order at 
7:00 PM. In attendance were 27 FEN members and 1 
guest (Ken Botine).  

Terry reported that the club is healty, with money in 
the bank. 1 membership renewal was expected.  

Norm provided an update on the Tuneup Rally sched-
uled for Saturday, April 7th. To date, there are 38 
questions to answer during the course of the rally.  

Bert thanked Greg Smith for putting on last months 
Relay Workshop.   

Bert also provided an update on the upcoming All Ital-
ian Car Show at XXX in Issaquah. Class trophies will 
be an engraved mug (similar to the FEN mugs that 
were made available last year and a T-Shirt. The 
show starts at 8AM. There will be NO merchandising 
table this year, as it hasn’t proven to be worthwhile. 
Balloting ends @1:00 and winners will be announced 
at 2:00. There will be a photo taken of all the winners 
immediately following the announcement. To date, 10 
cars have pre-registered. 

Our guest for the evening, Ken Botine, made a pres-
entation regarding the upcoming Tulip Rally, sched-
uled for April 21st. After 27 years, Ken stepped aside 
from organizing the Tulip Rally last year, so a new 
crew has taken over this year. While the rally will be a 
bit smaller this year, it should prove to be as enter-
taining and challenging as in years past. He also of-
fered, in his capacity as Museum of Flight official, to 
put on a special “Fiat” tour of the museum for FEN 
members. Museum admission not included, however.  

Dave Pruczinski announced that the 3rd annual Pri-
mavera Tour will take place on May 19th, leaving from 
Mukilteo (Red Cup Café) after a 10 AM driver’s meet-
ing and ending with an Italian-themed potluck at the 
Pruczinski home. More details to follow.  

Bert and George are working with Pete Bristol to 
schedule a track day at the new Ridge Motorsports 
Park in Shelton. Look for updates as this progresses.  

The LeMay Museum, in Tacoma, is allowing 200 pri-
vate cars to be on display at the Grand Opening, 
scheduled for May 19, 2012. Bert sent out a link on 
email previously with instructions if you would like to 
display your car.  

Finally, the May meeting MAY be moved to the Fiat of 
Kirkland Studio, instead of at Mia Roma. Stay tuned 
for news from George.  

Meeting was adjourned at 7:45. Door prizes were 
awarded. LeRoy Mietzner, South Meeting Sectretary  
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Tour Primavera 
Saturday, May 19th Driver's meeting 

at 10:00 am 
Please join us for the 3rd Annual Tour Primavera. 
This year it consists of a 60 mile, town and coun-
try drive with flower nursery visits. As always, it 
ends with an Italian-themed potluck at the 
Pruczinski's home in Snohomish. 

 

We start in downtown Mukilteo at Red Cup 
Cafe (619 4th St), which is on Mukilteo Speed-
way (SR525) in the Lincoln Ave Court, between 
4th and 5th streets, with parking all around it. 

 

RSVP for potluck at meetings or by calling 360-
794-0297 

 

Dave & Tina Pruczinski 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Tune-up Rally  

     We started our drive on the first perfect day to 
have the top down, which gave us convertibles an 
advantage on spotting the answers along the way.  
We traveled west from South Center Mall to the Ma-
rine View Drive looking over the Sound.  Some of us 
were looking around too much and missed a turn or 
two before we rejoined the group.   

    
  We turned east, away from the water through Fed-
eral Way, traveling along Peasley Canyon until W. 
Valley Highway.  As we headed south to Sumner we 
took a detour up a fun, windy, steep, one lane road.  
We never saw the turn off and found ourselves navi-
gating back to the highway.  Did I mention the one 
lane road meant that only one car at a time would fit.  
So, no turning back, onward to Sumner and the val-
ley beyond.   
We drove past the Orting Cardinals and out into the 
boonies. Past a giant rooster and then headed for 
the mountains.  We drove through Buckley, crossing 
the Carbon River, until we reached Mud Mountain.   
There are a lot of strange things at Mud Mountain, 
such as pedestrians  who think they own the road, 
and tangoing alpacas.  We left Mud Mountain, past 
cows and their moo doo. 

   At this point, there was a small, but important typo 
352nd , not 252nd.  As we all figured it out we played 
follow the leader to lunch in Black Diamond.  We tal-
lied up the correct answers, and Sue & Dan Carson 
won with 6 wrong, winning a lovely club mug. Sec-
ond place went to Leroy and Natalie Mietzner.  
There was a four way tie for third place, at which 
point Norm, our amazing trip master, threw up his 
hands and said forget it.  It was a great day.  Thank 
you, Norm for a great job. 
 
Sue & Dan Carson 
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2012 All Italian Car Show 

 

Sunday was our car show, the sixth year of an event 
we intended to be a one-time fund raiser to send a car 
to a Texas 124 Spider competition back in 2007.  With 
the demise of the Seattle Italian Concours d'Ele-
gance, our show is now the most "formal" Italian show 
in the area.  
 The weather was kind of ‘iffy’ all week, which proba-
bly contributed to the relatively low number (83) of 
registered cars on display this year.  The spectator 
turnout, however, was huge and many folks  
related how much fun it was.   

While we limit registration to Italian cars, I did invite  

my co-worker Klaus to park his recently restored    
Citreon DS in an out of the way location.  It was a big 
people attraction.  Interestingly, a French lady 
stopped by his car to tell him how much she enjoyed 
seeing it and the childhood memories it brought 
back.  Also a man, from Florida, stopped by to speak 
with Klaus about it and it turns out he owns a Citreon 
convertible which was restored here in Seattle and 
featured in a national magazine.  Turns out the man is 
moving here in the future.  It is really all about the 
people you meet!  

To make sure like cars were competing we created 
enough categories to address the various versions of 
cars on display.   

And the results were: 

Alfa closed" 

Kay Jones - 1961 Sprint Veloce 

Alfa open: 

Kenneth Case - 1965 Guilia Spider 

de Tomaso: 

Bob Kelly - 1972 Pantera 

Ferrari Classic: 

Ken Loganbill - 1966 275 GTS 

Ferrari contemporary: 

Craig Nelson - 2009 430 Scuduria 

Fiat closed top: 

Henrri Morales - 1971 500L 

 Fiat open top: 

Tim Beadle - 1972 850 Spider 

124 Spider variations: 

Darsie Bell - 1985 Azzurra 

X1/9: 

Matt Swineford - 1985 Bertone version 

Lamborghini: 

Mike Wilson - 1986 Countach 5000QV 

Lanica: 

(none entered) 

Maserati: 

Shannon Low - 1980 Merek SS 

Other: 

Steve Hylin - 1967 Iso 

New 500: 

Karen Ansdell - 2012 500C 
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2012 All Italian Car Show 

 

Peoples' Choice: 

Karen Ansdell - 2012 500C 

AND 

 

The Happy Winners 
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Car Show Lost & Found 

 

Someone is missing a small battery powered clock. 
We found it on the table under the tent where the 
awards were on display. 

 

Is anyone missing a black canvas chair?  I (Mike 
Wayte) grabbed it just before we (the clean-up crew) 
were leaving.  Does it belong to the folks who were 
between Dan & Sooz and Mike who had their FIAT 
FOR SALE? 

Tulip Rallye 

Bert and Dian spent Saturday enjoying the sights, sounds, 
and comradery of the Tulip Rallye participants.  At least 
265 vehicles turned out for the event, the 31st year!  
 Everything from the perennial 1926 Bentley to a  
contemporary Mercedes Benz with a highboy, 4x4 50s 
Chevy pickup to a 50s incredible motor home!  We were 
able to make contact with several people who have interest-
ing vintage cars, whom we invited to events and renewed 
contacts with folks from previous events.  A wonderful day 
of friendship.  

 

Information About Receiving Your  

Newsletter  

 

There are two methods you may use to receive your 
copy of our newsletter.  We encourage all members 
with internet access to download the electronic ver-
sion.  This method saves the club’s money, gives you 
a copy as soon as it is available (no delays due to the 
post office), and is the best method for the environ-
ment.  You will need to have Adobe PDF reader in-
stalled on you computer.  This software is free and a 
download link is posted in the newsletter section of 
our website.  (www.fiatnorthwest.org) 

 

The second method is to have a paper copy mailed to 
you in the regular mail.  If you choose this method, 
please contact the club president to be placed on the 
paper mailing list. 

 

 

FEN Hosts the Following Email 
Lists: 

 

FEN-Announce List  

This list is for FEN members to receive updates on 
events, general announcements for club related busi-
ness and newsletter posting announcements.  When 
the newsletter issue is ready an email message is 
sent to all members using the FEN-Announce email 
list.  When you join the club your email address will be 
added to this list by a club representative.  (However, 
nothing is perfect – a problem may occur.)  A mes-
sage is sent monthly, to each list member, which in-
cludes your login and password.  This is your way of 
knowing that you are in fact a member of the FEN-
Announce email list.  If you do not receive any notices 
from this list within the first month of joining please 
contact the club president or treasurer. 

 

Only FEN officers may post to this list.  It is only open 
for subscription to FEN members and only to be used 
for club-related announcements - period. 
 
If you feel that you have an announcement suitable for 
posting to the entire club via this list, please email it to 
the president for consideration. 

FEN-BS List 

 

This list is open to club members, FIAT owners, Italian 
car lovers - anyone!  Just about anything goes, just 
play nice and try not to offend anyone too badly.  This 
list is for general banter, club related or not.  Discuss 
your cars, discuss club events, list a car or parts you 
may have for sale, etc. 

To subscribe to FEN-BS list:  go to 
www.fiatnorthwest.org, click on ‘email lists’ in the left 
hand column, then click on ‘FEN-BS’.  Follow the in-
structions to join the list.  If you decide to unsubscribe 
from this list the procedure is posted here also.  It is 
up to each individual to unsubscribe themselves. 

New 500 List 

Just like the BS list, this list is open to all.  The 
concept is to provide a place for those interested 
in the new 500s and any new models coming 
down the line to discuss their cars and experi-
ences with them.  You may join by following the 
basic instructions as noted above. 
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Meeting Schedule 

 

 

Month     Location     Restaurant 

January     North      Mia Roma 

 

February     South      Amante 

 

March      North      Mia Roma 

 

April      South      Amante 

 

May      North      Kirkland FIAT 

 

June      South      Amante 

 

July (picnic)     (TBD)      (see newsletter) 

 

August     South      Amante 

 

September     North      Mia Roma 

 

October     South      Amante 

 

November     North      Mia Roma 

 

December (party)    (TBD)      (see newsletter) 
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President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, spi-
ders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  George Baumann 425-235-1202, ce-
cilia66536@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 425-640-2994, 
tmzeitner@gmail.com 

Secretary: (North) Sooz Rian 425-483-5402, 
dsrian@frontier.com 
(South) LeRoy Mietzner 425-836-0310, 
Leroy@mietzners.net 
 
Board Member at Large: Darsie Bell, darsella@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter:  Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, 
mikejwsr@comcast.net  

 
 
 

Club Contacts 

Upcoming Events  

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the 
internet to those members with internet access and mailed 
to members without access. For membership information 
visit the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 
through Paypal.  Please see our website for details: http://
www.fiatnorthwest.org 

Membership 

Saturday, May 19 (10:00a..m., 4:00 ish. TOUR PRIMA-
VERA.  See calendar for details. 

 

 

 

Our next  regular FEN meeting is in Kirkland on 
Wednesday, May 2.  DON’T FORGET THE MEETINGS 
NOW START AT 7:00pm. 

 

See calendar for details! 

 


