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Greetings! 

I want to thank Vicki and Charlie Bernert for hosting us at the Apex 
Airport BBQ party last month.  It was an incredible outing with far too 
many people to count (perhaps over 200-300).  Many assorted aircraft 
were on display and it was wonderful to get close-up views seldom 
available.  The high speed, low altitude fly-bys were exciting.  We vis-
ited with several acquaintances from both the MG club and the Citroen 
club.  If you are interested, you might ask Norm about the serenade 
sung to him by Rex from the hanger stage…. 

The focus of the club’s attention between now and November must be 
the selection of candidates to fill the various officer positions. 

This process begins at the September meeting when I will ask for two 
volunteers to form the nomination committee. 

Nominations will be accepted until we are ready to vote at the Novem-
ber meeting. 

George Bauman has been pursuing the venue for our holiday party in 
December and I believe he will have something to report at the meet-
ing.  This year we will return to the pot luck format, but it will be held 
at a rented venue.  The club has become too large to be hosted in an 
individual’s home. 

Diana and I have been busy wrapping up final details for the Oregon 
Covered Bridge Tour.  We made our final drive of the route a couple of 
weeks ago.  We met with our two venders in Oregon and sampled food 
at a couple of restaurants.  It is good to have first-hand knowledge of a 
restaurant’s offerings, so that an honest opinion may be given.  It 
seems that everything is in place and good to go-so I am worried some-
thing has been overlooked and no time left to make corrections.  Time 
will tell… 

An unexpected, enjoyable footnote to the trip was to meet a couple 
from Rogue River who are among the many people needed to organize 
the California Mille Miglia.  We spent an enjoyable half-hour talking 
while each of us was trying to leave to carry on with our respective 
tasks of the day!  Too many questions and answers to discuss, we 
about the Mille Miglia and they about our Fiat 500  
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Diana and I will be leaving soon for our annual 
trek to visit our grandkids and others in Califor-
nia.  We’ll be visiting Bay Area Fiatisti at the 
monthly meeting of Fiat America in Redwood 
City on the 12th.  Our return trip will include a 
route on back roads meandering along the coast 
and valleys between Ventura and Monterey.  A 
few winery tours would seem to be in our future  

 

I will have three limited edition anniversary beer 
mugs available for purchase at the meeting, price 
is $12.00 each.  Due to the need to purchase in 
quantity, I suspect no more will be available after 
these three are gone. 

 

I hope to see you at the September Meeting on 
the 7th. 

Ciao 

Bert 

.The August meeting was held at Amante’s in 
Renton.  

Bert called the meeting to order at 7:30.  

19 members were present, along with 4 guests 
(Pete Bristow, Fred Russell, Pat, and Jim White).  

There was no Treasurer’s Report; there are cur-
rently 59 members.  

Announcements:  

The Alfa Romeo Half-Lap of Washington is hap-
pening Sept. 24-26.  

Thanks to Greg and Eleanor for hosting the An-
nual Picnic last month.  

Darsie asked for any feedback from members who 
have ordered FEN merchandise form EmboridMe 
in Bellevue. 

  

President’s Message 

Continued 

Bert has 5 “FEN 20th Anniversary” mugs avail-
able immediately. $12/ea.  

Gordy Rowe is now the “interim” Fiat-Alfa Clubs 
Liason.  

Presentation: 

Fiat of Tacoma was scheduled to provide a pres-
entation to the club, but a recent change in busi-
ness hours caused them to miss the meeting. 

Pete Bristow offered to share his Fiat experiences 
over the years with the group. Pete has raced Fi-
ats, Lancias, an X1/9, and a 131 Brava Rally car, 
as both a Crew Chief and Owner, around the 
Northwest for many years. He currently owns 
Bristow’s Exclusive Auto Repair (http://
www.bristowsauto.com/) in Tacoma, a repair 
shop that specializes in European and Domestic 
repair and restoration. Pete invited FEN mem-
bers to stop by the shop to see what they have to 
offer. 

  

New Business:  

 

August 13th is the Landmark Tour, a Gimmick 
Rally with photos on the Kitsap Peninsula. Fol-
lowing the rally will be a potluck at Apex Airport 
(Charlie Bernarts).  

First Saturday of each month there is a “Gas & 
Caff” get together at Griots in South Tacoma.  

Norm Smith reported that Griot’s has agreed to 
donate the materials to polish and clean the Mu-
seum of Flight’s Flying Fiat. Volunteers are 
needed to help detail the flying car on September 
17th. Please contact Norm at 206-459-2663 for 
more details and to volunteer.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm and door 
prizes were awarded. 
  

LeRoy Mietzner, FEN Secretary (South) 

August Meeting Minutes 

August Meeting Minutes 

Continued 
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It is that time of the year already, when in accor-
dance with Article 8.2 of our By-laws, I am tasked 
with appointing a nomination committee. 

Back in the January newsletter I made the follow-
ing statement: 

“I want to challenge every member to make one 
contribution to the club this year, our 20th.  Go 
on a drive, send in a photo, write a short article 
about your car or both to Mike for the newsletter, 
help at the car show, sponsor a tour, purchase a 
license plate frame to display on your daily 
driver, etc, etc.  Get involved; it will make the 
club better for all of us!”  

It is a good time to pause and reflect upon why 
you joined the club in the first place and decide if 
you really belong in it or not.  Did you rise to the 
challenge or ignore it? 

The following editorial appeared in a car maga-
zine a few years ago and it is still relevant today” 

“A given local car club might have 100 mem-
bers.  All of them might say proudly: "I pay my 
dues."  If ten members are dedicated enough to 
run for office, be newsletter editor or volunteer 
to run an event, the club is in good shape.  If 
those ten decide they have had enough and no 
one else steps forward, you have a sound treas-
ury but there is no club.”  

“To survive, a club has to have participa-
tion.  How often these days do a few dedicated 
members work hard to lay out a rally or plan a 
tour and have only one or two cars show 
up?  How many officers are re-elected because 
no one else has the interest?”  

Now is the time to ask yourself: “Why did I join 
this club?” and then make your choice: “Do I par-
ticipate in it and keep it alive or do I sit back, do 
nothing, and allow it to fade away? "It is up to 
each of you to make that choice!  

Bert 

  

Officers’ Duties Call for Nominating Committee 

5.5 President: Provides overall leadership of the 
club and its activities; presides over the monthly 
meetings; ensures officer responsibilities are met; 
assigns activity chairs as needed; and writes a 
monthly column for newsletter. 
5.6 Vice-President: Assists in meeting activities,  
including arranging guest speakers/presenters; 
works with and assists the President; and presides 
over the monthly meetings in the President's ab-
sence. 
5.7 Secretary: Records the minutes of the monthly 
meetings and publishes them in the newsletter. 
5.8 Treasurer: Collects and disperses club funds; 
reports financial status monthly; and maintains the 
club roster. 
6.4 Duties: Director duties will be determined by 
the Executive Board.******** 
Call for Volunteers to Form a Nominating Commit-
tee ~ 
If you just happened to have read Article 8 of the 
club's bylaws recently, you'll realize that September 
is the time for the club president (me) to appoint 
two club members to form a nominating commit-
tee. 
The committee's first job is to poll the current offi-
cers to determine who, if any, will seek reelection 
and then contact individual members to discuss the  
possibility of running for office. 
The following excerpt from an editorial was written 
by one  
Mike Cook and appeared in the November, 2007 
issue of Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car. I hope you 
will take the time to read this and give it some 
serious thought: 
"A given local car club might have 100 members. 
All of them might say proudly: "I pay my dues." If 
ten members are dedicated enough to run for  
office, be newsletter editor or volunteer to run an 
event, the club is in good shape. If those ten  
decide they have had enough and no one else steps 
forward, you have a sound treasury  but there is no 
club." 
 
" 
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"To survive, a club has to have participation. 
How often these days do a few dedicated 
members work hard to lay out a rally or plan a 
tour and have only one or two cars show up? 
How many officers are re-elected because no one 
else has the interest?" 

To survive, a club has to have participation. How 
often these days do a few dedicated members 
work hard to lay out a rally or plan a tour and  
have only one or two cars show up? 
How many officers are re-elected because no one 
else has the interest?" 
 
"If you are a club member but not an active par-
ticipant, you are actually lessening your potential 
enjoyment of the hobby! Reading a newsletter, 
looking at the car in your garage or bidding on 
eBay doesn't come close to enjoying a club  
event LIVE!" 
 
This is a good opportunity to speak with some 
folks you  may not know very well. It is a chance 
to talk about what you like or dislike about the 
club and the  way it is governed. It may give you 
and the person you are speaking to some ideas 
about how to improve club and perhaps result in 
some positive changes. 

Bert 

Gather some of the nicest people, mix in some of 
the most beautiful cars in the world, and the end 
result is a great car day.   

On August 14th,NW Alfa Romeo Club toured to 
Portland and back to see the  
Allure of the Automobile show at the Portland 
Art Museum that featured stunning cars from 
the 30's to the 60's.  These 17 cars were put to-
gether based on their stunning good looks by cu-
rator Ken Gross, former curator at the Petersen 
Automotive Museum, and judge at Pebble Beach 

Concourse d'Elegance.  Ken is also the ghost 
writer of the column for Jay Leno's Garage.  

Our group drove to Portland with the usual chal-
lenges of I-5 traffic but not too bad, until Port-
land when we found they had closed the I-405 
Bridge we had planned to take. This caused us to 
get off track but thanks to Mike Willson and his 
phone navigation, we quickly got to our destina-
tion.  Along with Mike, was his father Keith, plus 
Lee Atkins and his friend Eliscia, Kim and Tina 
Christiansen, Bert and Diana Cripe, and my 
daughter Madi and myself.  Funny, but there 
wasn't an Alfa Romeo in the bunch.  Luckily, we 
spotted one en route and another in Portland as 
we approached the Museum. 
 
After a quick lunch, we went in for a special pres-
entation by Ken Gross who had flown in from 
Georgia for events over the weekend.  The pres-
entation, 'Behind The Headlights', had stories 
and details about many of the cars on dis-
play.  Sitting next to him was Dana Ray, a local 
DJ and radio personality.  Though pleasant 
enough, I'm still at a loss about her contribution. 

Ken shared stories about Ettore Bugatti, his ar-
tistic and talented family, and the passion be-
hind his distinctive cars, including the 1937 Type 
57S Atalante on display similar to one that sold 
recently for $35 Million.  Ettore's son John be-
came part of the family car business but Ettore 
wouldn't allow him to race for fear of what could 
happen.  
 Unfortunately, Ken shared about how John did 
eventually die in a car accident when he swerved 
to miss a drunken bicycle-riding postman. 

Officers’ Duties Con’d 

Allure of the Automobile  

Fred Russell, editor of the NWAR club  

newsletter  

Allure of the Automobile con’d 
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Allure of the Automobile 

Concluded 

There were other stories, like the light green Ply-
mouth Explorer designed by Virgil Exner and 
built by Carrozzeria Ghia in Italy.  A tale about 
the Blue Train Bentley driven by Woolf Barnato 
and the controversy over which car (of two) was 
the real race winner against Le Train Bleu.   

Luckily Bruce McCaw has both possible cars and 
all the research.  One of the cars was on display 
and looked fantastic.  Additionally, other amazing 
cars we heard about were the silver 1937 Dubon-
net Hispano-Suiza H-6C known as Xenia.  The 

flowing dark blue Talbot Lago, one of 4 built, and 
a Tucker sedan, a Duesenberg, and one of sixteen 
Jaguar XKSS cars, this one built for Steve  
McQueen, based on the Jaguar D type that won 
the 1955 LeMans. 

The display also had the 1959 Corvette Stingray, a 
Mercedes 300SLR, a Ferrari 250 SWB, as well as 
a unique Porsche built for the Carrera Panameri-
cana. 
 
The crown jewel (I am biased) of any display is 
the 1938 Alfa 8c2900B Lungo belonging to our 
member, Jon Shirley.  Glimmering in the lights of 
the museum, I enjoyed listening to guests, mostly 
not "car" people, talking about it's lines and 
beauty. 

Lets polish a FIAT  

aircraft  

At the August meeting and again a couple of 
weeks ago Norm Smith told us about the Fiat 
G.91 Pan aircraft at the Museum of Flight that 
needed some polishing.  We had a tentative date 
and were looking for volunteers.  Unfortunately, 
someone beat us to it.  We checked and learned 
that it was a group of detailers from all over the 
country  being trained in their art.  They had fin-
ished the B-29 and Air Force 1 and had time on 
their hands so they took on the G.91. So the work 
party is off for now. 
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Technical Session 

Juicing your wipers 

Are your Fiat's windshield wipers too slow? 
A rhetorical question, eh?  Now is the time to be-
gin planning to correct that situation over next 
winter.  
 Perhaps someone with become an expert on this 
swap and present a tech session in the future? 
 
The short story is to replace your Marelli motor 
with a Bosch unit made to use in a 70s VW Rab-
bit.  The replacement units are plentiful and rela-
tively affordable.  
 Here is the link to the article:  
http://www.mirafiori.com/faq/content/
boshwiper/boschwiper.htm  
 (James Seabolt's website has other useful infor-
mation also.) 

 

I think the Bosch unit goes for around $70.00 . 

 

 

This was our second time to enter this delightful 
car show. The show is from 2-4, but if one does-
n’t show up by 11:30 a.m., it’s too late to get a 
spot.  

They had about 120 cars of all sizes and makes. 
We were the only Italian car and one British Car, 
an Austin Healey. It was a beautiful, hot day, 
with plenty of shade, if one wanted it. They also 
provided seats for the contestants, which are a 
lot more comfortable than the folding ones we 
keep in our trunk. This is one of the best-hosted 
car shows around.  

Lakeside Life Care Car Show 

Sooz Rian 

Lakeside Life Care Car Show 

Con’d 

Spectators AND participants enjoy complimen-
tary hotdogs, chips and soda pop. There are kids 
serving popcorn, a clown on stilts, and the high-
light of the day, to us, is member Bob Yetter’s 
Route 66 swing band with the eastside swingsters, 
a dance club with young, high energy hep 
cats.This year there was  a delightful addition of  
Steve Hartley and his caricatures. He is amazing 
and drew hilarious caricatures of some of us, 
which was also complimentary. As the day pro-
gressed, many balloons popped with the heat, but 
we stayed to the end when they give out rally 
prizes to participants. We were told there were 
over $800 in prizes given. We won a free pizza at 
Pizza Hut. It was a great day and club members 
should consider entering for next year. It is a treat 
for the residents of the Life Care Center to see the 
cars and a delight for those of us who went. 

The show is held mid to late August. 
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President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, spi-
ders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  George Baumann 425-235-
1202, cecilia66536@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 425-
640-2994, tmzeitner@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: (North) Sooz Rian 425-483-5402, 
dsrian@frontier.com 
(South) LeRoy Mietzner 425-836-0310, 
Leroy@mietzners.net 
Board Member at Large: Darsie Bell, 
darsella@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter:  Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, 
mikejwsr@comcast.net  

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the 
internet to those members with internet access and mailed 
to members without access. For membership information 
visit the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 

See web-site for more info on events. 

 

September 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 

North 

Mtg 

8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Festa 

Italiana 
25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

Covered 

Bridge 


