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First of all I want to thank Norm for his efforts to hold the Photo Checkpoint Rally in 
June.  It was something entirely different from our previous rallies and well spoken of 
by the participants.  In August I’ll being holding a somewhat similar rally, but with a 
slight twist.  It is called the Photo Landmark rally, watch for details. 
 
The Alfa Romeo club is  holding their ‘Viva Italia’ car show on Sunday, July 24th at the 
Columbia Winery.  I hope many of you will attend to show our support for them.  They 
have been very supportive of our car show the past five years and theirs is free!  See 
details inside. 
 
In regards to our website and calendar, it seems those using Mac computers are hav-
ing difficulty viewing the calendar.  I’ll be researching why that is happening as my time 
allows.  In the mean time if you are unable to view the calendar, drop me an email with 
your schedule questions so that I can provide you with answers. 
 
July is the month we forgo a regular meeting and hold our picnic instead.  This year 
Greg Smith and Elinor Jordan are hosting the event near Olympia on Sunday, July 
10th.  There will be an optional tour, see the details inside this issue and please RSVP 
to allow them to have enough pizza fixings on-hand.  Diana and I drove the tour route a 
few days ago to validate our route instructions.  I was confident it was a simple thing to 
do and would only take about two hours!  After finding our route closed in two places, a 
traffic circle and a couple of new roads not on the maps, and about four hours of driv-
ing we finally completed the route and produced a workable set of instructions.  Glad 
this was not a major, feature length tour! 
 
The first batch of anniversary Beer Mugs are scheduled to be ready for me to pick up 
the day before the picnic.  If they are ready, I’ll start delivering them to their owners at 
the picnic. 
 
 Last month was the annual MG national meeting, this year held in Reno.  Marianne 
and Bob Gerttula drove their MG to the event and back.  They will present their story of 
this major road trip to us at the September meeting at Mia Roma in Kenmore. 
 
The current issue of Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car magazine has an interesting arti-
cle about one man’s efforts to improve the performance of his X1/9.  It is an excellent 
story. 
 
Diana and I participated in the Columbia Gorge MG A club’s Classic Rally June 26th.  
That club knows how to put on an event!  Look for a report inside.  
 
I hope to see you at the annual picnic on the 10th! 
 
Ciao, 
Bert 
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Dan Rian spoke briefly of his and Sooz’s 1800 mile 5 day 
trip to California. His little Guiseppe purred the whole way 
except for a fuel pump failure at Woodlands, CA. Not bad 
for a car that has 271,000 original miles. Our trip was to 
attend a reunion of Dan’s cousins in Columbia, CA. It 
should be mentioned that his cousin has a cooking school 
and Fiat America have attended twice with approximately 
30 people and had a great time. There are also some great 
Fiat roads in that area of the Sierras. 

 

Fred Russell of the Alfa Club invited us to the ‘Viva Italia’ 
All Italian car show on July 24th at the Columbia Winery in 
Woodinville. No charge, no trophies, it’s just a ‘Show and 
Shine’ or, as Dave Pruczinski put it, “ push, pull or drag” 
Bring a canned donation to Hope Link, or make a cash do-
nation. 

 

Alfa is also having a track day, Sept. 24, 25 & 26. Dirt is 
optional. 

 

Ken Bottini reported on the annual Tulip Rally held in April. 
They had 308 cars this year. Ken assured us that even 
though he and his wife are retiring from running the rally 
(after 30 years), other people are prepared to take over and 
it will continue as the biggest car rally on the West Coast.  

Ken is also in training as a docent for the Museum of Flight 
and is studying the Italian influence in WWII. 

 

Ken spoke of this being the 25th year of the historic races at 
Pacific Raceway. This is the year of the Jaguar. He re-
minded us that all  proceeds go to Uncompensated Care at 
Children’s Hospital. Fees are 1 day car and driver $30, pas-
senger, $25; All 3 days car and driver $50, passenger $35.  

June, 2011 Meeting Minutes 

Minutes 

June 2011 Meeting Minutes (con’d) 

 

There were 22 people present at this month’s meeting. Our 
visitors were our two speakers: Ken Bottini and Fred Rus-
sell. 

 

Bert gave the Treasurer’s report. We are solvent; all bills 
paid and there are 58 members. 

 

Despite the weather, the Car Show broke even. 

Saturday, June 25th is the annual Greenwood car show. 
There are approximately 700 cars expected. Entry fee is 
$25. Bob Yetter reported that the show extends from 73rd 
NE to 92nd NE on Greenwood Avenue. Bob handed out 
entry forms.  Anyone planning to go should meet up at the 
zoo, north entrance, at 8:30 a.m. so you could enter as a 
group. 

 

There is a ‘Foothills’ 2nd Annual Labor Day Car Show 
scheduled for September 3rd at Maple Falls, WA on the Mt. 
Baker Highway. This is sponsored by the Mt. Baker Lion’s 
club. There is a $10 entry fee, for more information go to 
reservations@mtbakerlodging.com. 

 

Bert reported on his and Diana’s 657 mile trip in their new 
Cinquecento 500. They were very pleased with the car’s 
performance even over steep hills. 

 

Saturday, June 11 is the photo checkpoint tour, meet at the 
NW corner of the Southcenter mall at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Greg Smith spoke of the July picnic, which will be held at 
his house on July 10th in Lacey. He is building an outdoor 
pizza oven and he and Elinor will provide the crust and the 
makings for the pizza and everyone will make and bake 
their own. Everyone should bring their own side dish or 
dessert to share . A plan is to queue up at Griot’s to cara-
van down. 

 

Bert briefly mentioned the labor day Concors d’Elegance at 
the Des Moines pier. Since it has been recently sold and 
purchased, details are unclear at this time. More on this at 
the next meeting. 
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We don’t know how he does it, but Norm picked great 
weather for the photo tour. What a fun day it was! This was 
not a timed rally, it was judged on mileage and pictures.  
We were given an instruction page which had pictures of 
Seattle landmarks with the cross streets named, a map of 
Seattle, and we were to find the best route there, take a 

picture of the landmark with our car or driver/navigator in it. 
There were 12 pictures (landmarks) we had to locate from 
Renton to the Fremont area.  We ended the tour at Shil-
shole Marina and the statue of Leif  Ericksen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We ended our day with a great lunch at Chinook’s at  

 

 

the fisherman’s terminal and a meeting to determine the 
winners.  

 

 Mileage was the first criteria, then whether the questions 
were correctly answered. Most all of us had the right an-
swers to the questions; some of us had more mileage than 
others (on the cars!) An example of one of the questions 
was; there was a mural on the outside of a building with a 
portrait of Humphrey Bogart and; on the other end, a pic-
ture of a woman in a big hat. We were to name the woman 
and the movie. The correct answer was Ingrid Bergman 
and ‘Casablanca’. Our distances varied between 39 ½ 
miles to 48 miles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Landmark Tour 
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2011 Columbia Gorge Classic 
Rally and Tour  

On Sunday June 26, Bert and I took part in the Colum-
bia Gorge MGA Club's Classic Rally and Tour. 

 

On Saturday, we arrived at Stark Street Pizza, in Port-
land, to register and get our goodies.  We got two nice 
bags and two dash plaques.  We decided not to eat 
there because we were too full from lunch. 

We woke up Sunday to a sunny day and that made us 
very happy.  After checking out of the motel, we 
drove south into Oregon, taking the first exit onto 
Hayden Island and got lost…I asked Diana if she 
could navigate us to the starting point and she told me 
she had no route instructions to read!  But we knew 
where we were and where we needed to be, so I fig-
ured we weren’t really lost, the destination was just 
misplaced for the moment! 

them we wanted to stay married).  The TSD partici-
pants are serious competitors; the general instructions 
are 11 pages long and to compete a person really 
needs special timing equipment and the knowledge of 
how to use it.  Their booklet “How to Stay on Time in 
a TSD Rally” consists of 8 pages.  This level of in-
volvement is beyond what we like to do with our 33 
year old car, we would rather take in the scenery and 
enjoy the ride as opposed to solving the ‘riddles’ (my 
description) of the route instructions and monitoring 
our time and speed.  Besides Bert is always too occu-
pied listening to the various sounds the car makes 
when we least expect it. 

CGMGA club members Bob and Gayle were our lead-
ers.  After a bit of confusion with our group at the be-
ginning, we got going and it was great.  Our touring 
group consisted of a Porsche in the lead, an MG F, 3 
MG Bs, an Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint coupe, a Tri-
umph TR 4, and our Fiat Spider.  Our starting point 
was directly under the I-5 bridge on Hayden Island in 
the Columbia River.  We headed north on I-5 into 
Washington for about 14 miles, then took off on back 
roads.  All we had to do was follow the car in front of 
us and make sure the car directly behind us was there 
at every turn.  This meant that Diana did not have to 
really navigate, just follow the car in front of us.  She 
did keep track of the directions in case we got sepa-
rated, but this way we had the chance to really enjoy 
the drive. 

When we got to the starting place there was a table full 
of breakfast goodies: regular and decaf coffee, hard-
boiled eggs, bagels and cream cheese, three kinds of 
mini-muffins, and sliced melon.  At this time we got 
the first part of our route instructions.  Participants 
could drive it as a TSD (Novice and Standard class) or 
as a tour.  Bert and I opted for the tour (Diana told  
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We had the top down and it was great.  We saw beau-
tiful, huge homes with beautiful landscaping.  There 
was great scenery of the countryside and great hilly 
and winding roads.  We saw a deer bounding across a 
field and an emu in a yard; farm lands, and great 

barns; magnificent views of Mt St. Helens; Christmas 
tree farms, and a rock quarry. 

The morning ended at Battle Ground Lake State Park 
where we had a wonderful lunch.  There were Salmon 
burgers, hamburgers and even a garden burger if you 
wanted, with all of the condiments too; coleslaw; 
pasta salad; potato salad, 2 types of brownies AND 
strawberry shortcake.  There was real lemonade and 
bottles of water.  Quite a spread. 

 

We had an hour for lunch and after lunch we were 
given the route instructions for the 2nd part of the 
drive.  There were some confusing parts and we had to 
backtrack a couple of times but it was fine.  Since the 
top was down on a beautiful day, we did not care.  It 
got a bit overcast and there was a rainbow around the 
sun.  Eventually we crossed the Columbia River on 
the ‘Bridge of the Gods’ back into Oregon and headed 
west on I-84.  Soon we left the high speed chase of 
freeway, it was difficult to stay up with the MG F!  

After several more miles on the Oregon side we made 
the turn into our end point.  Which was the Dabney 
State Recreation Site where there more refreshments 
were awaiting us.  We found platters of cheeses; sa-
lami, wonderful smoked salmon; bowls of munchies, 
boxes of wine and bottles of beer and bottles of water.  
What a feast!  We did not stay for the awards, it was 
4pm and we had about a 4 hour drive home. 

It was a great day and we are so glad this club let us 
join them on their tour.  Our fearless leaders, Bob and 
Gayle did a good job for their first time.  We enjoyed 
all the food provided by Melissa Chase & Co (the ca-
terers) and I was sure to let her know and thank her.  

We would certainly do a drive with this club again 
and highly recommend it to you. 

This enamel badge was on the side of the 
white 124 sport coupe in the photo above. 

FIAT won the title in 1977, 1978, and 1980. 
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FEN Picnic and Tour 

 
When:  Sunday, July 10, 2011, 1 p.m. 
  
Where:  6809 Zangle Rd NE, Olympia 
  
Description:  The annual picnic is at a South location this 
year.  The main dish will be make-it-yourself pizza baked 
in an outdoor, wood fired pizza oven!  The club will supply 
pizza makings, tableware, and soft drinks; as is usual its BYOB.  The event begins at 1 
p.m. 
 
Preceding the picnic is a tour with turn-by-turn driving instructions.  The starting point is 
Griot's Garage at 3333 South 38th Street, Tacoma.  Drivers’ meeting will be at 11:15 
with start of tour at 11:30.  The tour will take you to a couple places I think many of us 
have not seen before! 
 
Please bring a side dish sized to share with 12-16 persons.  Also bring a couple of non-
perishable food items for the local food bank.  Greg will be collecting them to give to the 
agency of his choice in his community. 
 
Please RSVP to Greg to help us have enough stuff to go around.... 
 
Contact Greg Smith at gfs@gregoryfsmith.com or 360-705-3193 for picnic information. 
 
or  
 
Bert at spiders@wavecable.com or 360-731-8758 for tour information. 

Please Note that Griot’s Garage moved to a new location several months ago!  

The new address is:  3333 South 38th Street, Tacoma.  

The new store is well worth a visit-many cars are on display!  It opens at 10 a.m. on Sundays. 
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President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, spi-
ders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  George Baumann 425-235-
1202, cecilia66536@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 425-
640-2994, tmzeitner@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: (North) Sooz Rian 425-483-5402, 
dsrian@frontier.com 
 
(South) LeRoy Mietzner 425-836-0310, 
Leroy@mietzners.net 
 
Board Member at Large: Darsie Bell, 
darsella@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter:  Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, 
mikejwsr@comcast.net  
 
Website:  www.fiatnorthwest.org 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the 
internet to those members with internet access and mailed 
to members without access. For membership information 
visit the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 
through Paypal.  Please see our website for details. 

July 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    

 

 1 2 
 NW Historics 

3 
 

4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

10 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
 

24 
 

31 

25 26 27 28 19 30 

 

Annual 
Picnic 

See web-site for more info on events. 

NO JULY WEDNESDAY NITE MEETING !! 

Viva Italia 



VIVA ITALIA 
July 24, 2011 

10:30 AM  -  4:30 PM 

Italian Car &           

Motorcycle Show 

Columbia Winery  

Ferrari  Alfa Romeo  Lamborghini  Aprilla  Maserati   

Fiat  Lancia  DeTomaso  Pagani  Innocenti  Ducati  

Vespa  Zagato  Pininfarina  Bertone  Ferrari  Maserati  

Lamborghini                                           Alfa Romeo   

Open to all Italian Cars & Motorcycles 

No Charge Entry! Give Aways & Discounted Wines!  

Columbia Winery  14030 NE 145th Street Woodinville, WA 98072   Bring Food or Financial Donations for HopeLink      

Open participation from 10:30 AM until 4:30 PM…  Enjoy the passion that is Italian Cars & Motorcycles 

Hosted by the NW Alfa Romeo Club     www.nwalfaclub.com 


