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Since we had plenty of April showers, I am expecting plenty of May flowers (as 
the old rhyme goes) and some sunshine too!  Coming this month will be the 
perfect opportunity to see flowers along the route of the Primavera Tour.  Last 
year’s tour was a great day with plenty of sights to see and a wonderful potluck 
meal at the end point.  As I write this I am not sure of the format of the 2011 
Primavera, but I expect it to be a good time.  I have every reason to believe the 
Pruczinskis with do a fine job again this year!  Please consider participating in 
this month’s tour on Saturday, May 21st. 

The month of April was a busy time for Diana and me due to the MG Tulip Ral-
lye, our All Italian Car Show, and the need to finish and print a big stack of the 
Oregon Covered Bridge Tour info flyers.  While the weather was spectacular for 
the rallye, it was dismal for the car show.  None the less, we kept our spirits up 
and made the best of it!  See inside for articles about both of those events. 

Now that the car show is over, we can direct our attention to other upcoming 
events such as the July picnic and the December holiday party.  At the meeting 
on Wednesday May 4th I will be asking for suggestions for a picnic location.  
Last year it was held in Kitsap County and over the past several years it was at 
Kanaskat-Palmer State Park a few miles northeast of Enumclaw.  In all fairness 
I would suggest it be held somewhere else to reduce the driving distance for 
those in the outlying areas.  Perhaps near Olympia to attract those members 
who live near Tacoma and parts south.  We can discuss your suggestions at the 
meeting and I welcome everyone’s input!  The holiday party is another question 
to be addressed.  Last year was a catered affair at the Northgate Marie Callen-
dars.  There have been a couple of venues suggested which would make a pot 
luck meal work for a large group such as ours.  I do want to hear your feelings 
in regard to which format you prefer: a sit down catered meal or an informal 
potluck. 

Registration for the Oregon Covered Bridge Tour opens on May 1st.  Diana and I 
distributed information flyers at the Tulip Rallye and at our car show.  The 
good news is that we have already received the first entry from a member of the 
MG car club!  There is no turning back now!  So it is with joy and a feeling of 
uncertainty (can I really pull this off?) that I advise you to send in your regis-
tration forms as soon as possible as there are only 18 spots left!  You can link to 
a PDF file of the information flyer on the home page of the club’s website. 

 

And finally, I want to welcome several new members to the club: Doug Villiers 
& his son Nick; Jessica & Bill Borum; and Michael Coyote. 

Ciao 

Bert 
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Meeting Minutes, April 6th, South 

 

The meeting was called to order by President, 
Bert Cripe at 7:30 p.m.  

Details are missing due to travel and communication over-
sights.  Details of the April meeting will be included in the 
June newsletter. 

mjw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April, 2011 Meeting Minutes 

 
Dave and Tina Pruczinski are hosting the 
2nd Annual Tour Primavera Drive.  

 

 

TOUR PRIMAVERA 
May 21, 2011 

TOUR PRIMAVERA 
CON’D 

RSVP @ 360-794-0297 ASAP 

When: Saturday, May 21 

Drivers’ Meeting @ 10:00 Sharp 

Meeting Place: Your Espresso, Located in 
the parking lot of Staples, 628 Front St,  

Issaquah 

Directions: From I-90 take Exit #17 and head 
South on Front St.  Staples is located one 
block up, on the left. 

 

The tour is a scenic drive through the Snoqualmie, 
Tolt and Skykomish valleys with stops to interest both 
garden nursery and vintage car enthusiasts alike. It 
will start in Issaquah and end with a potluck BBQ at 
the Pruczinski's home  in Snohomish. 

Determining Your Odometer       
Correction Factor 

 
Often during our tours and rallies we find our 
odometers do not give the same distances as 
those stated in the route instructions.  This is 
annoying and sometimes contributes to our get-
ting lost.  Here is some help to deal with that 
problem. 
 
To calculate your Odometer Correction Factor 
(OCF), find a road with a measured distance of 
significant length, something like 5-10 miles.  
Likely spots are on the freeway where you may 
find 3-4 mile sections or you may be lucky 
enough to have a series of roads that are on sec-
tion corners thus each side of the square is one 
mile.  We have such a place in Kitsap County.  
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Determining Your Odometer 

Correction Factor 
(con’d) 

 
 
You might try using Google Earth to measure 
distances to help you locate a suitable length 
of road.  In any event, the longer the distance 
the better your correction factor will be.  
Zero your trip counter and note your odome-
ter reading, then drive the known distance.  
At the end, you’ll note your end odometer 
reading and compare it to the known, meas-
ured distance.  Next divide your mileage 
reading by the known mileage distance and 
the resulting figure is your OCF.  For exam-
ple, if the known distance is 10 miles and 
your odometer reads 10.4, divide 10.4 by 10.  
The result of 1.04 is your odometer correc-
tion factor.  You may have a reading of more 
than the measured distance or it may be less.  
It makes no difference, just follow the for-
mula above.  You may then use this factor in 
the future to determine the “correct” mileage 
you travel.  Simply divide your odometer 
reading by your OCF to find the true distance 
traveled.  Conversely, multiply real world 
distances by your OCF to determine what 
your odometer will read after you travel the 
distance.  This Odometer Correction Factor 
then applies to real world, actual distances. 
 
But how does that relate to the route instruc-
tions written by one of our club members?  I 
don’t believe anyone in the club has a cali-
brated odometer in their vehicle and cer-
tainly the odometers in our vintage cars are 
not to be taken as accurate, especially if you 
have non-stock size tires and wheels!  Then 
we must resort to the method used by seri-
ous, competitive rally teams. 
 
Note your odometer reading at the starting 
point of the tour route instructions and zero 
your trip counter, just as the route instruc-
tions direct you to do.  After driving a few 
miles along the route, at a point where the 
route instructions give total mileage to that 

point, note your odometer/trip counter reading and 
follow the same formula as stated above. 
 
For example, if the route instructions state a dis-
tance of 8.6 miles and your odometer reads 9.3, 
divide 9.3 by 8.6.  The result of 1.08 is your OCF.  
The rest of the mileage figures in the your odome-
ter will read at the corresponding point in the route 
instructions. 
 
Adapted from the Columbia Gorge MGA Club’s 
publication: “HOW TO STAY ON TIME IN A TSD 
RALLY” 

2011 Spring Tune-Up Rally Report 

April 9th dawned cold and cloudy as my wife, Judy,  
and I headed for Marysville to lead the 2011 Spring 
Tune-up Rally. As rally master, I had to be there to 
pass out the route books and provide some words of 
wisdom about safety and general behavior on a rally.  

The drivers/navigators meeting started a little late 
because the rally master was a little late.   After most 
of the participants had taken off Diana Cripe sidled 
up to me and informed me that she thought it was a 
little cold to end the rally out in the open, especially 
as it looked like it might rain later. I took her words 
of wisdom to heart and said I would give it some 
thought. Some time later I decided she had a very 
valid point and decided to change the venue for the 
after rally celebration to Alfy's Pizza in Snohomish 
and began calling all the cell numbers on the sign-
roster (a manila envelope). All the folks who an-
swered their phones and those with answering capa-
bility got the message. Just to be sure I went to the 
park where the rally finish point was supposed to be 
and found three cars waiting for me there. During 
the discussion  that followed I tried and failed to get 
the people at the park to come to Alfys. They opted 
to call it a day and left.  
The starting line-up consisted of several 124 Spiders, 
a Miata, a Mini Cooper, Bert and Diana in their new 
FIAT 500, and Dave and Judy's neighbors in a 
Frog-eye Austin-Healy Sprite. All together there 
were eleven cars at the drive start.  
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On Sunday, April 24, 2011, the 5th Annual All 
Italian Car Show was held at the XXX Drive - In 
Restaurant in Issaquah.  The overcast skies and 
drizzle did not dampen the spirits of the enthusi-
astic attendees and participants who all shared a 
common passion for Italian cars (especially Ital-
ian Sports cars).  

Planning for this event happens months in ad-
vance. All of the car clubs that honor Italian auto 
manufacturers such as Fiat, Lancia, Alfa Romeo, 
Abarth, Ferrari, Maserati, De Tomaso and Lam-
borghini are contacted for participation. This 
year, forty entrants were pre enrolled for the 
gathering. One of the changes to this year’s for-
mat was the introduction of the new Fiat 500 
class. The new Fiat 500 is the modern interpreta-
tion of the old Fiat 500, the “peoples’ car” of post 
war Italy. During the early 1950’s, the Fiat 500 
was manufactured to jump start the industrializa-
tion of post war Italy and provide motorized 
transportation to the middle class. The car 
proved to be an icon of its time and Fiat has re-
sponded with a modern version of this ubiquitous 
and beloved car sporting a definitive “retro” look.  

 

There was an eclectic collection of vehicles at the 
show. One example of the unusual was a SEAT, 
which is basically a Fiat 600 made in Spain 
(under license from Fiat). Due to strict importa-
tion and exportation laws, SEATs’ have not been 
allowed to leave their native Spain. It was there-
fore highly unusual to actually see a SEAT up 
close and personal.  

 

A close-up and personal look at Carrie’s 600 
SEAT 

 

5th ANNUAL ALL ITALIAN CAR 
SHOW at XXX 

William Nakasone, Seattle Classic Sports Car       
Examiner 

This being the first outing for the Sprite, I was 
surprised when they stopped by the Bryant store 
and got out of their car and started dancing. It 
seems that the car had traveled 100 trouble free 
miles on that day. Incidentally they finished the 
rally also trouble free. I had never seen a British 
car travel so many trouble free miles in one day.  

The winners with four errors were driver Mike 
Wayte and navigator Jackie Baker.  

2011 Spring Tune-Up Rally Report, Con’d 
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Another example of the unusual was a Lancia 
with a custom body by Vignale. I’m sure this par-
ticular car was either a limited production or one 
off example.  

. There was also a pristine example of an Alfa Ro-
meo Junior with bodywork by Zagato, a beautiful 
car that never found much recognition in the 
United States. Once again, it was nice to get close 
to a car that was rarely seen even when they were 
new. 

For those of you that appreciate Italian culture, 
attending the All Italian Car Show is an absolute 
must. Even if you are not a car person, the Italian 
cars have a certain style and design that ignites 
the senses. Mark it on your calendar to attend the 

All Italian Car Show in 2012. Complete results for 
this year are on the last page. 

See you in 2012!! 

Bert and Diana took their new Fiat 500 Prima 
Edizione to the rallye instead of our 124 spider.  
The new car received much attention and got a lot 
of positive comments.  The weather was so nice 
they remarked how much they missed having the 
top down, but driving the 500 was every bit as 
fun as the spider!  It is ~230 pounds lighter and 
has 20 more horsepower than their 1978 spider, 
these two facts when combined with a tight sus-
pension and far better brakes result in a spirited, 
confident, and thrilling ride.  Bert is reluctant to 
admit it is more fun to drive!  And also reluctant 
to admit he totally forgot to engage the ‘Sport’ 
feature, which is said to improve throttle re-
sponse and handling.  That experience will have 
to wait for the Primavera next month! 

Besides Diana and Bert, other club members pre-
sent were Judy and David Moise and Ed Elliott 
and his wife.  The day was beautiful, which en-
couraged people to socialize, old faces and new,  
in the parking lot before the rallye started. There 
were 308 cars registered for the 30th annual run-
ning of this event, reportedly the largest event of 
its type on the West Coast!  We had car number 5, 
which placed us among the first to leave the park-

Bert and Diana’s shiny new 500 in a field 
of daffodils 

30th Annual MGCC Tulip Rallye 

The standout Lancia 

A 1964 Flavia Vignale 

A Classic 1982 de Tomaso Pantera 
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Tulip Rallye Report 
Con’d 

 
 
ing lot.  (You get a low number on the  entry form 
in by sending in your registration as soon as soon 
as registration is open - car numbers are assigned 
by order in which entry are received by the regis-
trar.)  Immediately after leaving the starting line, 
Bert suffered a senior moment and lost his new 
club ID badge when he left it on the roof after re-
moving his jacket and promptly drove away! 

We enjoyed the weather, the scenery, and had fun 
looking for the answers.  Diana got to see some 
tulip fields in bloom, the last few years the flow-
ers have been harvested earlier in the month.  In-
deed the light was brilliant and the flowers were 
beautiful.  As always, Ken and Kevin did a great 
job with the questions and route.  And some of 
the "trivia" ones were comical.  For example a 
possible answer the multiple choice question 
“The Deception Pass bridge span is how long?” 
was ‘The combined waistlines of Ken and Kevin”. 

Bert and Diana enjoy the flowers 

 

 

We stopped to take photos a couple of times and 
we had to turn around to find answers a couple of 
times.  We got to the end point about 2:15, just in 
time to turn in our route book.   

 

 

 

Another Photo Opportunity 

We were so surprised when we won the prize for 
the Fiat Club, with only 5 incorrect answers, the 
best we have ever done in 7 rallyes.  The plaque is 
a beautiful laser engraved and inlaid wood affair.  

Our Plaque 

 

We thanked Kevin, Ken and Rosalie (Ken’s wife) 
for all of their hard work and since they claim to 
be retiring, we hope they find replacements be-
cause this is always such a fun event.  At the very 
end of the award presentation, our own David 
Moise took the microphone to publicly thank and 
applaud the three of them for the 27 years of 
making Aprils so much fun for so many car crazy 
guys and gals!  
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2011 All Italian Car Show Winners 

 

Alfa Romeo Closed Top: ................................... Gordon Hyde - 1971 Junior Zagato 

 

Alfa Romeo Open Top ...................................... George Gibbs - 1969 Spider Veloce 

 

de Tomaso ........................................................ Herman Leong - 1982 Pantera 

 

Ferrari Classic ................................................... Kerry Chesbro - 1966 330 GT 2+2 

 

Ferrari Contemporary ........................................ Christian Pedersen - 2009 430 Scuderia 

 

Fiat Closed Top ................................................. Henrri Morales – 1971 500L 

 

Lancia ............................................................... William Stebbins - 1964 Flavia Vignale 

 

Maserati ............................................................ Robert Sloman - 2009 Gran Turismo 

 

New 500 ............................................................ Tracy Kingstone – 2012 500 

 

Other ................................................................. Carrie Rice- 1969 SEAT 600D 

 

X1/9 (tied-one trophy each) ............................... Steven Lawson – 1974 X1/9 

 .......................................................................... Matt Lawson – 1981 X1/9 

 

124 Spider ......................................................... Dan Jones - 1978 124 Spider 

 

People’s Choice ................................................ Gordon Hyde - 1971 Junior Zagato 
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President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758  
spiders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  George Baumann 
425-235-1202, cecilia66536@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 
425-640-2994, tmzeitner@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: (North) Sooz Rian 425-483-5402, 
dsrian@frontier.com 
 
(South) LeRoy Mietzner 425-836-0310, 
Leroy@mietzners.net 
 
Board Member at Large: Darsie Bell, 
darsella@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter:  Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, 
mikejwsr@comcast.net  
 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the 
internet to those members with internet access and mailed 
to members without access. For membership information 
visit the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 
through Paypal.  Please see our website for details. 

 

http://www.fiatnorthwest.org 

May 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 

 

5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

FEN MEETING   
NORTH        

TOUR               
PRIMAVERA 

FEN MEETING 

SOUTH 


