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The Dues are Due! 

Time to Renew 
your membership 

for 2011 

Welcome to the January 2011 edition of our newsletter!  Which means it is time 
to renew your membership for 2011.  I am looking forward to a year of fun filled 
events for you to participate in.  We will set our tentative events calendar at the 
January 5th meeting and then finalize it at the February 2nd meeting.  Also at 
the January meeting we will elect a new Director to fill the current vacancy.  VP 
George Baumann is pursuing making contact with the three new FIAT dealers 
in the Seattle-Tacoma area.  He has invited a representative from the Rairdon 
Group to visit us at the January meeting. 

Looking beyond our own club’s driving events, I’d like to point out some inter-
esting items coming 2011.  The Columbia Gorge Classic Rally organized by the 
Columbia Gorge MG A club is Saturday June 25th, 2011.  This is a one-day drive 
that can be done as a TSD rally or a simple tour (Diana and I are doing it as a 
tour).  This year marks the 30th anniversary of the MG club’s Tulip Rally and 
Diana and I intend to participate in this history gimmick rally also, since it will 
be the last one organized by Ken and Kevin (if they keep their word to quit after 
this year).  I suspect the Miata club will invite us to attend their autumn rally 
again and I look forward to that one also; it was a fun day in 2010.  The MG 
club has added our Spring Tune-up rally to their calendar, so I hope we will be 
able to share that fun day with some of them.  I hope you will consider partici-
pating in some events hosted by the other clubs.  We have found them to be 
friendly and welcoming.  It is truly a joy to share the fun with others and build 
cooperative relationships with these other clubs.  With these relationships 
comes more respect for our Italian cars and helps to make the ownership and 
use of them that much more enjoyable! 

Naturally the return of FIAT has many of us excited.  Those of us with deposits 
on Prima Edizione cars are being told to expect delivery in February or March.  
So I look forward to seeing a few examples of the new 500 at our car show in 
April.  Which means that we will have a planning meeting soon.  Watch for an 
email.  Just before Christmas we received a limited edition/numbered poster 
from FIAT North America with a letter from Laura Soave (head of FIAT NA).  
Last week word was out that the technicians and sales staff are to be trained 
shortly.  Once we have our new 500’s I suspect we will want to ‘challenge’ the 
Mini club to a drive or two to compare the cars’ performance! 

I want to challenge every member to make one contribution to the club this 
year, our 20th.  Go on a drive, send in a photo, a short article about your car or 
both to Mike for the newsletter, help at the car show, sponsor a tour, purchase 
a license plate frame to display on your daily driver, etc, etc.  Get involved; it 
will make the club better for all of us! 

Our numbers continue to grow.  Please welcome to the club new members Law-
rence Gunn, Gordon Hyde, Doug Nishimura and Matthew Swineford. 



The Holiday Party was held in lieu of the December membership  
meeting, so there are no minutes.  

 

December Meeting Minutes ~ 

           The Holiday Party The Holiday Party The Holiday Party    

When: Sunday,  

Where: Marie Callender’s Restaurant & Bakery, 9538 1st Avenue NE,  

 Seattle (just south of the Northgate Mall I-5 exit 173) 

The 2010 Holiday Party drew a large crowd of FEN 
party goers.  Members started arriving early to get 
the lay of the land and to figure out the best place to 
get a table.   Over 40 members and guests partici-
pated in sampling the food selection, the ornament 
exchange and gift drawing.  We did limit the number 
of times an ornament could change hands to make 
sure we left at a civil hour.   

Darsie brought the new FIAT ENTHUSIASTS NW 
license plate frames, which were a big hit and hot 
seller. 

Everyone came with an appetite, as there were times 
when the food table had a queue of hungry folks wait-
ing for the buffet containers to be refilled.  After din-
ner activities included the ornament exchange with 
some clever ornaments making the limited 3 ex-
changes.  The afternoon was capped off with a draw-
ing for various items that the club had acquired dur-
ing the year.  

The party wrapped up by late afternoon with every-
one having at least an ornament to take home with 
them. 

 

 

 

What’s New with FIAT? 
 From Bert 

Just a note to keep you informed about the return of 
FIAT to North America and what FEN is doing to 
prepare for the possibility of new owners joining our 
club. 
First, many people, both in and out of FEN, are 
somewhat in doubt about the new dealers and what 
we can expect from them.  A couple of weeks ago 
FIAT NA held a two day meeting with the new dealers 
in Michigan.  This should put all of them on the same 
page with the latest info.  I expect to have some info 
about that meeting and will pass it along.  The fact 
that the dealers have not been forthcoming with info 
is simply because they haven't had any.  It is coming. 
 
FIAT NA has begun an advertising effort.  Three 
weeks ago a four page ad appeared in the Wall Street 
Journal and the same graphics have been carried 
over to web ads at Yahoo.  No info is given, just 
graphics.  I imagine this is part of the plan to make 
people wonder what is coming. 
 
Locally, I have been in contact with FIAT America, 
our 'sister club' in the Bay Area and with the presi-
dent of Fiat/Lanica Unlimited, the national club.   



What’s New with FIAT? (con’d) 
 
 
 
We have agreed to maintain an open line of commu-
nications with the goal of sharing information and 
formulating strategies to attract new owners of 
500s.  We also exchange newsletters.  
 These two clubs are in contact with regional officials  
and factory officials of FIAT NA.  Our new VP, George  
Baumann, has been working to establish contact and  
develop a working relationship with the three new 
local  
FIAT dealers.  He attended the LA Auto Show re-
cently where the new 500 was officially introduced to 
North America.  
 He will have a report at the January meeting. See his 
info in a later piece in this newsletter, including some 
photos. 
 
I am compiling a list of ideas to use in our effort to  
attract new 500 owners once we have the working  
relationships in place with the dealers.  This will be  
shared with the other two clubs. 
 
The coming year has the potential to be a most excit-
ing and rewarding time for us since it is also FEN's 
20th anniversary and our 5th All-Italian Car 
Show.  One of the local new FIAT dealers has told me 
he will have a new 500 for display at our show even if 
we don't have our own personal 500s by then! 
 
I am working on a one-day event to celebrate our 
20th and I hope some of you will share your own 
ideas with me. 
 
One last news item: a new Alfa 4-door was seen and  
photographed on the streets in Michigan.  So it may 
be an indication of what Alfa will be offering here in 
the coming years. 
 
Thanks, 
Bert 

 

My Trip to the 2010 LA International Auto Show 
By George W Baumann 

 

 

First I would like to start by mentioning that I am 
grateful to be the Vice President of Fiat Enthusiasts 
Northwest during what I believe is going to be the 
most exciting time in the history for our club.  I will 
try my best to be a good Vice President and I know 
that Bert will keep me on my toes and not let me fail. 

 

When I first found out that Fiat was going to have its 
North American debut this November at the 2010 LA 
International Auto Show I was excited.  This debut 
commemorates Fiat’s return to the USA and Canada 
after a 27 year absence.  I recalled visiting the LA 
Auto Show many, many years ago in the early 1980’s 
when the Spider was sold under the Pininfarina name 
and the X/19 was sold under the Bertone name.  That 
was the last time that I saw new Fiats (sorry, they are 
still Fiats to me) at an auto show, so to me, seeing 
them return to USA and Canada via the LA Auto 
Show was of great personal importance to me. 

 

The memories of the good old nostalgic days were too 
hard to ignore.  I told Cecilia that we should go to the 
LA Auto Show just for the fun of it and for the historic 
importance that it is for me personally.  Being the 
kind, loving and understanding wife that Cecilia is 
she said yes without me even having to try and con-
vince her to go. 

 

In an attempt to try and meet up with Laura Soave or 
Sergio Marchionne, I bought tickets to the preview 
night for the LA Auto Show.  Turns out that the event 
has nothing to do with important people like that be-
ing there.  It is simply a fund raising event but it was 
fun anyways and gave us a chance to see the cars 
without too many people crowding around. 

 



 
 

My Trip to the 2010 LA International Auto Show (con’d) 
By George W Baumann 

 

When I finally got to the Fiat display it seemed like I 
was dreaming.  It didn’t seem real.  I have been wait-
ing so long for Fiat to return to our market that 
somehow I thought that this couldn’t be for real.  I 
must have been in a state of shock because it wasn’t 
until I returned home that I realized how few pic-
tures I took.  I said to Cecilia; “What was I doing?  I 
have hardly any pictures!” 

From what I could tell by talking to the people at the 
show, the three Fiat 500s there were pre-production 
models.  That being said, the quality of the cars was 
very good.  There was a white Lounge model and a 
Red Sport model and another Lounge model in Grey.  
I sat in all three for a long time.  The front of the car 
is very roomy and comfortable while the back is good 
for adults on short trips.  The trunk has lots of room 
for a car of this size even when the back seats are up.  
The car has a very solid feel to it and the design is 
very homogonous.  I really like the design and layout 
of the dash. 

There was an engine on display from the Fiat 500 so 
you could get a really good look at it outside of the 
car.  It is a wonderful piece of engineering.  There is 
a cartridge style oil filter and the oil sump and the 
cam covers are all cast aluminum.  With the Multiair 
valve train technology that Fiat is using on this en-
gine along with all of it’s other first rate Fiat engi-
neering, I am sure that it is going to be a very good 
engine. 

The car is being offered in many great exterior col-
ors.  There was a display of all the interior colors and 
materials available as well as all of the exterior colors 
available.  Also on display were many of the items 
that Fiat has for sale on their Fiat Store online. 

To round off the display there was an original Fiat 
500 there too.  This car was red and was the same 
car that Laura Soave was driven onto the stage in 
during the introduction of the presentation to the 
press on Press days. 

The second day before we went back to the LA Auto 
Show we stopped by the Motor Village dealership in 
downtown LA that is only a few blocks from the con-
vention center where the LA Auto Show was being 
held.  This is a dealer-owned flagship store.  It will be 
open in January of 2011.  The dealer is right beside 
the highway and has a tower with cars on display.  
These cars are visible from the highway.  The dealer-

ship has a large LED sign that displays the Dodge, 
Chrysler, Jeep and Fiat logos alternately.  It is a very 
impressive sight to see as you are driving on the 
highway at night. 

On the third day of our trip we went to Burbank to 
visit the Autobooks-Aerobooks store that is famous 
throughout the country.  It is frequented by Jay Leno 
and is just around the corner from his Big Dog Ga-
rage.  Jay was supposed to be at the bookstore that 
day for a book signing for Steve Lehto, the author of 
the book “Chrysler Turbine Car”.  Jay wrote the for-
ward for Steve’s book but couldn’t make it to the 
book signing because Steve said he was doing a 
photo shoot for a new Ford police interceptor car.  
Steve is a very nice person and of course I bought 
one of his books and had it signed.  I was planning 
on buying this book earlier I explained to Steve.  I 
was glad that I didn’t since it was fantastic to have 
the book signed by the author. 

On the evening of the third and final day of our trip 
we toured around Rodeo Drive.  We ran into a Great 
Dane whose owners were having lunch outside a res-
taurant.  He was a very large and friendly dog.  We 
walked through all the shops on Rodeo Drive and 
had a nice dinner at an Italian restaurant there. 

 

LA was great.  The people were friendly, the weather 
was fantastic (especially considering they were ex-
pecting a rain storm) and seeing Fiat at the LA Auto 
Show on the eve of their return to the USA and Can-
ada will be an event that I will remember and enjoy 
for the rest of my life. 

I mentioned earlier (above) that I had taken a few 
pictures.  Some are included below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photos from the LA Car Show 

 



January Meeting Presentation 
 

Our January meeting presentation will be given by Brian Shrader. 
 
Brain was one of six from Seattle who participated in the 2010 Mongol Rally driving FIAT Punto 
automobiles on the Baatar Hero team. 
 
The Mongol Rally is an annual 10,000 mile drive from  
London, England to Ulaan Baatar, Mongolia whose  
participants raise money for charity as they travel  
unmapped roads from eastern Europe to the steppes of central Asia.  Upon arrival teams donate 
their vehicles and the cash they've raised to charitable organizations working in Mongolia, such as 
Baatar Hero's chosen charity, Mercy Corps. 

 

We also expect to be paid a visit by a representative from one of the new FIAT dealers; I'll present a 
tentative 2011 event schedule; we'll look at the results of the tour route writing workshop held in No-
vember; and we will elect a replacement board member. 

 

Looks like a full evening of interesting material. 

 

Ciao 
 
Bert 

The Dues are Due! 

Time to Renew your membership for 2011 

$25.00 per calendar year 

 
Here is how you may renew your membership: 

1. At a regular meeting… 

2. By mail—send a check to FEN, 956 Maple Way, Edmonds, WA 98020...or 

3. Via Paypal to spiders@wavecable.com 

Be sure to include any address or email changes and, if using Paypal, to include your name! 



President:  Bert Cripe 
360-731-8758,   spiders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  George Baumann 
425-235-1202,   cecilia66536@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer/Membership:  Terry Zeitner 
425-640-2994,   tmzeitner@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: 
(North)  Sooz Rian  
425-483-5402,   dsrian@verizon.net 
 
(South)  LeRoy Mietzner 
425-836-0310,   Leroy@mietzners.net 
 
Newsletter:  Mike Wayte 
206-932-7479,   mikejwsr@comcast.net  
 
Director:  vacant 
 
Website:  www.fiatnorthwest.org 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more.  Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the 
internet to those members with internet access and mailed 
to members without access.  For membership information 
visit the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple.  
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west".  Online membership signup/renewal is available 
through Paypal.  Please see our website for details. 

2011 Calendar of Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

January 2011 

NORTH– END 

     MEETING 

January Meeting—North Location 

Mia Roma 

7620 NE Bothell Way 

Kenmore 

(425) 486-6200 

7:30 p.m. 


