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The holiday season is here!  It is hard to believe another year is ending.  2010 
was filled with many fun events and I expect 2011 will be also.  Checkout the 
event recaps in this issue.  At last month’s workshop one item of discussion was 
participation and the three driving events of 2010 that were so well attended.  
We will attempt to use what we think we have learned to improve our events in 
2011. 

Congratulations to the new and returning officers and I want to thank those 
who are leaving office for the work they have done: Norm Smith – Vice Presi-
dent, Diana Cripe – Secretary, and Darsie Bell – Newsletter Editor. 

Next year will be a monumental year for us.  It is the club’s twentieth anniver-
sary; FIAT is returning to North America; and we will hold our fifth All Italian 
Car Show!  We will be putting together our event calendar for 2011 at the Janu-
ary and February regular club meetings.  If you want to host an event or have 
ideas for events, please me know.  Some of our 2010 events will return next 
year and I hope we’ll see some new ones also.  The MG car club has contacted 
me and asked about our Spring Tune-up rally and they placed it on their calen-
dar!  I will be monitoring the events of other clubs and will report on those as I 
learn details.  Diana and I participated in the Puget Sound Miata club’s Autumn 
Rally last September and I would highly recommend it if held again next year!  
We expect to participate in the Columbia Gorge MG A club’s Classic Rally on 
June 25th.  Not only is there a good amount of fun to be had, but acquaintances 
to make and good will for our FIAT community to promote by participating in 
the events of other clubs. 

I have had discussions about a couple of possible tech sessions for the coming 
year and I expect we’ll try to do more in that regard.  With the return of FIAT 
and since several of us have deposits on the Prima Edizione model (which we 
expect to receive in the first quarter of 2011), I suspect we will see some new 
events that may or may not be of interest to all club members.  This may well be 
a test of sorts to see how the two owner groups will function.  We may need co-
operation and coordination to stage events of interest to both.  While some of 
us (myself included) will own, use, and be enthusiastic about both vintage and 
new models, some may switch to only new models.  Time will tell, but I will 
work to provide events of interest and encourage both groups to interact.  We 
will have a separate class at the car show for the new 500s (assuming they ar-
rive in time) and we will add a class for the X1/9 to recognize and encourage 
more X1/9 owners to participate. 

Happy Holidays and a safe New Year to all and I hope to see you on the road 
next year! 

Ciao 

Bert 



Minutes for the November meeting of FEN 

The meeting was held at Mia Roma's. The meet-
ing was called to order at 7:30pm by President 
Bert Cripe. 

There were 21 members and no guests present. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Terry gave the Treasurer's report.  We still have 
50 paid members and $4464 & some change in 
the treasury. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: 

The Nominating committee gave their report 
and the following people were put into office 
with no vote and all consenting: 

President: Bert Cripe 

Vice President: George Baumann 

Secretary, (this will be divided by North End 
and South End) North End: Sooz Rian South 
End: Leroy Mietzner 

Treasurer: Terry Zeitner 

Newsletter Editor: Mike Wayte 

Merchandise: Darsie Brown 

Car Show: Bert Cripe 

Web Site: Bert Cripe 

Member at Large is still Peter Coulton as he has 
another year in his term. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS FROM 
MEMBERS: 

The Route Preparation Workshop was changed 
to Saturday Nov 13.  

OLD BUSINESS 

Bert talked about the Holiday Party on Sunday 
December 5.  Please send your check or pay by 
Paypal.  There will be an ornament exchange 
and door prizes.  We now have enough tickets 
sold to meet the restaurant’s minimum number. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bert asked for volunteers for an Audit committee.  
Lucy Roberts and George Baumann volunteered. 

 

PROGRAM  

 

We had no program.  We had Nominations and 
officer election instead. 

 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

The problems at the winery from the October 
drive were discussed, Bert’s questions and con-
cerns addressed and it all ended well. 

 

There are 3 big events this year: The club cele-
brates its 20th anniversary.  (Bert hopes we can 
have some great events, maybe even out of town.)  
The Fiat 500 comes to America and this year is 
our 5th All Italian Car Show. 

 

Bert announced that this year the MG car club is 
having their planning meeting and the Tulip Rally 
planning meeting at the same time.  Ken Bottini 
and Kevin Cobley, who have been the organizers 
for the Tulip Rally, will quit after this year and 
are offering to apprentice other MG club mem-
bers who is interested in learning how they do it. 

 

Door Prizes were awarded. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm 

 

Submitted by Diana Cripe 

Secretary 

 

November Meeting Minutes ~ 



Notes, Announcements, and Upcoming Events ~ 

FEN 2010 HOLIDAY PARTYFEN 2010 HOLIDAY PARTY  

Marie Callendar’s Restaurant & BakeryMarie Callendar’s Restaurant & BakeryMarie Callendar’s Restaurant & Bakery 

    American Heartland Buffet MenuAmerican Heartland Buffet MenuAmerican Heartland Buffet Menu   

   

      Caesar Salad 

Cornbread 

Mashed Potatoes 

Seasonal Vegetables 

Entrees: 

Home-style Meatloaf and Gravy 

Roasted Turkey, Stuffing and Gravy 

Salmon and Jumbo Shrimp Skewer 

 

Choice of Fountain drinks, Iced Tea or Coffee 

 

Choice of Apple, Chocolate Cream or Lemon Meringue Pie 

$21.00 per person 

(Advance ticket purchase required) 

(Alcoholic beverages not included, available at extra cost) 

Our Customary Ornament Exchange and Door Prizes!Our Customary Ornament Exchange and Door Prizes!Our Customary Ornament Exchange and Door Prizes!   

           The Holiday Party The Holiday Party The Holiday Party    

When: Sunday,  

Where: Marie Callender’s Restaurant & Bakery, 9538 1st Avenue NE,  



Holiday Party Tickets Holiday Party Tickets   

  
Please note:Please note:Please note:   

   

Holiday Party Tickets On Sale Now… 

 

Deadline for ticket purchase is December 1st – no ticket sales/refunds after that date due to 
restaurant’s required lead time.  The ticket cost of $21.00 covers your meal, the club pays the 
tax and gratuity (approximately $6.25 per person). No charge for children under 10 years.  
Please send your check, made out to FEN, to: 

Bert Cripe 
2398 Jefferson Ave SE 
Port Orchard, WA 98366 

 
Or use Paypal and designate payment to spiders@wavecable.com 

 
If using Paypal be sure to include your name! 

 
Yes, you may bring a guest. 

 
 
(There is a corkage fee - alcoholic beverages not included, available at extra cost to you.) 
 
Your tickets will be sent to you in the mail or available at the door if ordered close to the event. 
 
The tickets are printed in two parts, write your name on the line provided, the two halves will 
be separated at the door, thus you will be entered for door prizes. 

 

There is no vegetarian option for the buffet so if you want a vegetarian meal, do not buy a ticket 
and just order off of the regular menu. 

 

 

 



Nominating Committee Report ~ 

Nominations and Elections 

 

The nominating committee (LeRoy Mietzner, Dan Rian & Mike Wayte) reported to the attendees at 
the November general membership meeting that a slate of candidates was available for a member-
ship vote.  The committee reported that their goal was to nominate a slate of candidates for election 
keeping in mind that there were several important non-elected positions that also had to be filled.  
The whole slate presented was: 

President   Bert Cripe 

Vice-President  George Baumann 

Secretary Sooz Rian (for North-end meetings) &  

 LeRoy Mietzner (for South-end meetings) 

Treasurer & Membership Terry Zeitner 

Newsletter* Mike Wayte 

Member at Large** Peter Coulton 

FEN Sportswear*** Darsie Bell 

Car Show*** Bert Cripe 

Web Site*** Bert Cripe 

Our goal was to minimize the amount of functions being performed by Bert and get some newer 
members involved.  Norm Smith was willing to run again for vice-president but graciously stepped 
aside to let George get his feet wet in the club organization.  Since there were no nominations from 
the floor the slate was elected by proclamation (unanimous vote). 

Thank you newly elected and appointed board members and heavy lifters. 
 

*Appointed board position 

** Elected to a two year term last year, will continue for another year 

***Appointed non-board positions   

 

Turn-by-Turn Route Instruction Preparation Workshop 

On Saturday, November 13th we held a workshop to provide participants with the basic knowl-
edge and skills needed to prepare an adequate set of turn-by-turn route instructions.  We devel-
oped ‘recommended practices’ which may be adopted for club use.  Results will be presented to 
the membership at the January General Membership meeting. 

 



2010 Event Recap 
 

October: 

 Fall Finale-Good planning and effort by the hosts and 16 FIATs and 
two daily drivers along with 30 people made this a well attended 
event, fun event.  Host: Judy & David Moise and Sooz & Dan Rian 

 
 
 

September: 

 Capitol Tour-Three FIATs and 4 members enjoyed this route in a re-
verse direction from previous years.  Host: Diana and Bert Cripe 

 

 

 

 Festa Italiana-Four club member FIATs attended and spent a most 
beautiful day as ambassadors for the cause. 

 

 

 

August: 

 Destination Snohomish-Six FIATs and 10 members drove this event, 
enjoyed a walking tour of Snohomish, and eat lunch. Host: Diana and 
Bert Cripe 

 

 

July: 

 Picnic and Tour-The annual picnic was well attended.  The preceding 
drive took us on a tour of rural Kitsap and Mason counties before end-
ing at the home of the Bernerts.  Picnic host: Vickie and Charlie 
Bernert, tour host: Diana and Bert Cripe 

 

 

                 Historics-The charity event was well attended again this year with 14 
cars and 17 people from the club.  The track laps were enjoyed by all 
and there were significant old Alfas to admire in celebration of Alfa 
Romeo’s 100th anniversary. 

 



2010 Event Recap 

June:   Tour South-This tour took us (8 people and 4 cars) on road we have not seen be
  fore on FEN tours.  We ended in Centralia for lunch.  Host: Norm Smith 

 

 

May:   

  Tour Primavera-18 people came out for some good weather, good roads, and 
 good food.  A most enjoyable day spent touring and visiting several nurseries.  
 We ended at the home of the Pruczinskis for a pot luck BBQ.  Host: Tina and 
 Dave Pruczinski  

 

 

April:     

       

      All Italian Car Show-Our fourth year for this fun and fund raiser with 104 cars 
  registered. 

 

    

   MG Tulip Rally-the 29th year for this gimmick rally.  Ed Elliot took home the 
  knock-off hub plaque for our club.  Good job Ed! 

 

    

   Tuneup Rally-14 intrepid souls braved rain to participate in our annual gimmick 
  rally to tune our minds in preparation for the MG Tulip Rally.  Host: Norm 
  Smith 

 

 

March:    

 

   Shamrock Tour-10 FENsters met at the Spar Café in Olympia to celebrate St. 
  Patrick’s Day with Italian cars….go figure.  We finished up at the Olympic Club 
  in Centralia for lunch.  Host: Diana and Bert Cripe 



President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, spi-
ders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  George Baumann 425-235-
1202, cecilla66536@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 425-
640-2994, tmzeitner2@msn.com 
 
Secretary: (North) Sooz Rian 425-483-5402, 
dsrian@verizon.net 
(South) LeRoy Mietzner 425-836-0310, 
Leroy@mietzners.net 
 
Newsletter:  Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, 
mikejwsr@comcast.net  
 
Director:  Peter Coulton 206-550-4583 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the 
internet to those members with internet access and mailed 
to members without access. For membership information 
visit the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 

2010 Calendar of Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 No Meeting 2 3 4 

5 FEN PARTY 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

December 2010 


