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W e wrapped up the driving season with perhaps the best event and best at-
tended single day event in the ten years I have been a club member!  The 

Moises and Rians did a superb job in all aspects of the Fall Finale.  I also want to 
thank all of you who participated to provide the human aspect.  The machines are 
fun but it is the people who make it a club.  Without you, the members, the club is 
only a dream!  Looking back at our tours this year, I think there are lessons to be 
learned. 

Coming up in November is our election of officers for 2011.  Nominations will be 
open until we are ready to vote as part of the meeting on Wednesday, November 3rd.  
Please consider running for a position.  As I discussed at the November meeting, 
approximately one-third of our members have been in the club 8 years or longer, an-
other one-third have been in the club between 2 and 8 years, and the remaining one-
third 2 years or less.  It is without a doubt that many of you have new ideas and bet-
ter abilities.  I feel the current makeup of officers leaves fully two-thirds of the 
membership under represented.  Given the fact that FIAT is returning in 2011 and 
the prospect of different demographics in prospective members, it is high time for 
new and better ideas to be put to use. 

Next year is a special year for the club, in addition to the return of FIAT, it is our 
club’s twentieth anniversary.  I feel we should hold a few special events to celebrate.  
The 2011 board will need the support and participation of as many of you as possi-
ble to make it happen.  Ten years ago the club held a “Festa”.  It was a 4-day event 
with several different activities.  People came from as far away as California and 
Spokane to help us celebrate.  I have no idea if we can draw that kind of participa-
tion this time considering the economy, but there will be a whole new crop of FIAT 
owners who may be interested.  It will take the work of many of us to pull it off, so 
please give some thought to helping and please share your ideas with the new board 
after the first of the year. 

And finally I want to welcome new members Carol & Ron Vandervort of Silverdale 
to the club.   

 

Thanks, Bert 



The meeting was held at Amante's.  The meet-
ing was called to order at 7:15pm by President 
Bert Cripe. 

 

There were 21 members and 3 guests present: 
Rick Megee who has a 1978 X19; his room-
mate John Tally who has a 2008 VW MKVR 32; 
and Matthew Swineford, who has a 1985 Ber-
tone X1/9 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 

Terry gave the Treasurer's report (see the web-
site for details).  We now have 50 paid member-
ships. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: 

 

Leroy reported that the nominating committee is 
in the process of finding members willing to run 
for office. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS FROM 
MEMBERS: 

 

Dave Pruczinski has taken custody all of the 
gear for the car show that Dan had. 

 

Darsie had an example of the license plate 
frames she ordered.  They were the wrong 
color and there was discussion about what to 
do about it.  The membership agreed that they 
were not the correct color and generally did not 
like it. 

 

Bert reminded the members of the Fall Finale on 
Sunday, October 17.  It is the last FEN drive of 
the year. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Bert talked about the Holiday Party.  It will be at 
Marie Calendar's in Northgate on Sunday, De-
cember 5th.  The club will pay for the taxes and 
gratuity and the members will pay for their meal.  
You will need to buy a ticket for $21.00 per per-
son.  The tickets are now on sale.  There is no 
vegetarian option for the buffet so if you want a 
vegetarian meal, do not buy a ticket and just or-
der off of the regular menu. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bert talked about having a Tour Route Driving 
Instruction Workshop in November.  It will be 
about 6-8 hours long. The venue is to be deter-
mined by the participants and Bert. 

 

Bert talked about the new Fiat 500 coming out 
and the dynamics of the club when this happens 
and if and how to include the owners of the new 
car. 

 

PROGRAM 

 

Ray Mortensen talked about preparing your car 
for winter. 

 

Door prizes were awarded 

 

October Meeting Minutes ~ 
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Notes, Announcements, and Upcoming Events ~ 

Nomination of Officers for 2011 

Nomination of Officers for 2011 is open.  Here, from the bylaws, are the duties of the various officer 

positions: 

5.5 President: Provides overall leadership of the club and its activities; presides over the monthly 

meetings; ensures officer responsibilities are meet; assigns activity chairs as needed; and writes a 

monthly column for newsletter. 

5.6 Vice-President: Assists in meeting activities, including arranging guest speakers/presenters; 

works with and assists the President; and presides over the monthly meetings in the President’s ab-

sence. 

5.7 Secretary: Records the minutes of the monthly meetings and publishes them in the newsletter. 

5.8 Treasurer: Collects and disperses club funds; reports financial status monthly; and maintains 

the club roster. 

5.9 Newsletter Editor: Edits and publishes the monthly newsletter. 

The November Meeting North Location 

When: Wednesday, November 3, 7:30, come earlier for dinner 

Where: Mia Roma, 7620 NE Bothell Way, Kenmore, (425) 486-6200 

Turn-by-Turn Route Instruction Preparation Workshop 

On Saturday, November 6th we will hold a workshop to provide the participants with the basic 
knowledge and skills needed to prepare an adequate set of turn-by-turn route instructions.  We will 
also discuss possible standards or ‘recommended practices’ which may be adopted for club use.  
The event is limited to six participants - three openings are left.  The workshop begins at 9:00 a.m. 
at the home of Mike Wayte in West Seattle.  Please RSVP to Bert at 360-731-8758 or to spi-
ders@wavecable.com.  Please do not come without registering with Bert in advance.  We want to 
ensure enough materials will be available for each participant! 
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Notes, Announcements, and Upcoming Events ~ 
Audit Committee Volunteers Needed 

 

In accordance with the bylaws, as cited below, it is time to form the audit committee. This is a perfect 
way to contribute to the club without making a long-term commitment, especially for relatively new 
members. Please consider volunteering for this committee. I suspect the work would take no longer 
than 3-4 hours and no experience is necessary. 
 
“Article 8 – Committees 
8.1 Auditing Committee: An auditing committee of two members shall be appointed by the President 
at the November meeting, whose duty shall be to audit the Treasurer’s accounts as of the end of the 
calendar year and report at the February meeting.” 
 
We will ask for volunteers at the November 3rd meeting. 

Holiday Party Tickets On Sale Now... 

Please note: 

Deadline for ticket purchase is December 1st – no ticket sales/refunds after that date due to restau-
rant’s required lead time.  The ticket cost of $21.00 covers your meal, the club pays the tax and gra-
tuity (approximately $6.25 per person). No charge for children under 10 years.  Please send your 
check, made out to FEN, to: 

Bert Cripe 
2398 Jefferson Ave SE 
Port Orchard, WA 98366 
 
Or use Paypal and designate payment to spiders@wavecable.com 
 
If using Paypal be sure to include your name! 
 
Yes, you may bring a guest. 
 
(There is a corkage fee - alcoholic beverages not included, available at extra cost to you.) 
 
Your tickets will be sent to you in the mail or available at the door if ordered close to the event. 
 
The tickets are printed in two parts, write your name on the line provided, the two halves will be 
separated at the door, thus you will be entered for door prizes. 

There is no vegetarian option for the buffet so if you want a vegetarian meal, do not buy a ticket and 
just order off of the regular menu. 



FEN 2010 Holiday Banquet 

Sunday, December 5th at 2 P.M. 

Marie Callender’s Restaurant & Bakery 

9538 1st Avenue NE, Seattle (just south of the Northgate Mall I-5 exit 173) 

 

American Heartland Buffet Menu 
 
 

Caesar Salad 

Cornbread 

Mashed Potatoes 

Seasonal Vegetables 

Entrees: 

Home-style Meatloaf and Gravy 

Roasted Turkey, Stuffing and Gravy 

Salmon and Jumbo Shrimp Skewer 

Choice of Fountain drinks, Iced Tea, or Coffee 

Choice of Apple, Chocolate Cream, or Lemon Meringue Pie 

$21.00 per person 
(Advance ticket purchase required) 

(Alcoholic beverages not included, available at extra cost) 

Our Customary Ornament Exchange and Door Prizes! 
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Event Report: Fall Finale Tour~ 

Some of You Missed A Great Party! (aka FEN Fall Finale Fun Run) 

By Mike Wayte 

 

The final drive of the season was a four way joint effort by Dan 
and Sooz Rian and Dave and Judy Moise.  For those who arrived 
at Patty’s Eggnest for breakfast, it was quite a sight to see all the 
FIATs streaming into the parking lot. Participants consisted of 16 
FIATs, one Mercedes and one Honda.  Patty’s Eggnest is defi-
nitely the place to go if you have an appetite.  One of our photog-
raphers took a couple of pictures of the pre-drivers meeting break-
fast.  No one left hungry. 

 

Despite the clear instructions there were a few who missed a turn 
or two but everyone made it out of the hills into farm country.  As 
we drove along horses popped out of the fog, as did mum displays 
and pumpkins placed on tops of fence posts.  As we rounded a 
curve we saw a farm with a couple of hundred cars parked in the 
fields.  Seemed pretty close to BOB’S COUNTRY STORE—it was 
Bob’s country store!  A scheduled 20-minute stop was closer to 50 minutes.  There were quite a few 
of our crowd with bags of corn, pumpkins and jellies and jams.  The parking area gave a lot of peo-
ple a chance to check out our cars as well as our photographers a chance to capture the line up of 
FIATs. 

 

A fork in the road fooled a few of the driv-
ers/navigators because they didn’t read the instruc-
tion that said, “Stay to L on ELLIOTT RD---“.  With-
out cell phones, some of us would still be trying to 
figure out where we went wrong. 

 

At the next stop Bob and Marianne Gerttula were 
having car troubles.  Master mechanic Greg Smith 
and Bob diagnosed the problem as a cracked dis-
tributor cap.  Fortunately a NAPA store in Woodin-

ville had one, so Bob and Maryanne turned off to get it and rejoined the group down the road.  Du-
vall also has a great bookstore, according to George Baumann, as he returned to the gathering 
place with a box of old books. 
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Event Report: Fall Finale Tour~ 
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Then it was on to GORDON BROTHERS WINERY tasting room.  The trip leaders had gobs of good-
ies to go with the wine.  No one left hungry.  I guess the wine was a hit because they seemed to 
have sold a lot of it to our group. 

 

The trip finished up at SOFT TAIL SPIRITS where we got an education about grappa and apple 
vodka.  They were expecting us and had some food out, which our trip leaders supplemented with 
dessert.  The grappa and apple vodka were both 80+ proof, a little stronger than wine. 

 

The weather was perfect, the company great and the food world class.  Thank you Rians and 
Moises for a great Sunday drive. 

Since I mentioned some of the participants, how about if you see the list so you can ask them about 
the trip at the next meeting? 

Cecilia & George Baumann, Jim & Karen McGough, Charlie & Vickie Bernert, Natalie & Leroy Mi-
etzner, Tyler Bush, Judy & Dave Moise, Diana & Bert Cripe, Tina & Dave Pruczinski, Tony D’Ac-
quisto, Suzanne & Dan Rian, Peter Engle, Greg Smith, Bob & Marianne Gerttula, Norm Smith, Ron 
& Cheryl Gunderson, Jackie Baker & Mike Wayte, Dan Jones, and Mary & Terry Zeitner 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 FEN meet-

ing 

4 5 6 Route writ-

ing workshop 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 Thanksgiv-

ing Day 

26 27 

28 29 30     

November 2010 

President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, spi-
ders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  Norm Smith  206-248-2596  or 
206-459-2663 
 
Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 425-640-
2994, tmzeitner2@msn.com 
 
Secretary:  Diana Cripe 360-731-8768, 
dlcripe@wavecable.com                                                   
 
Newsletter:  Darsie Brown 425-652 7216, 
darsella@gmail.com    
 
Director:  Peter Coulton 206-550-4583 
pcoulton@thecoultoncompany.com 
 
Website: www.fiatnorthwest.org 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the inter-
net to those members with internet access and mailed to 
members without access. For membership information visit 
the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 
through Paypal.  Please see our website for details. 

2010 Calendar of Events 
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