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Here it is October already!  We had a very busy September with several events, 
more in fact than I could attend if I count those outside the club.  There are a few 
reports and photos starting on page 4. 

We have one driving event left this season and it promises to be a good one!  Look 
for the Washington Back Roads and Winery Tour on page 3.  I hope many of you 
will take advantage of this last event to come out and meet some of the new and 
long-time members, too.  Speaking of new members, I want to welcome Tracy 
Neether and Lucy & Kevin Roberts to the club.  We now have 49 paid memberships. 

Again, I want to issue a call for suggestions for activities to celebrate the club’s 
twentieth anniversary next year.  I have a few ideas knocking around in my head, but 
I’d really like to hear some ideas from you the members!  I expect that a committee 
will be formed after the first of the year. 

I am working on the outline for a one-day workshop to present the basics of prepar-
ing a set of tour route driving instructions.  I intend to conduct the workshop in No-
vember, date and location depending upon the desires of the participants.  I expect to 
use 6-8 hours to complete the entire workshop, which will consist of discussions, 
hands-on use of various maps and mapping software, and the practical application of 
the concepts presented by actually writing, driving, and correcting a set of route in-
structions.  I intend to limit the number of participants to six people.  Several people 
expressed interest at the September meeting.  More info later! 

One final item, it is both Diana’s and my desire to step down from our current posi-
tions at the end of the year.  It has been a rewarding two years, but I think it is time 
to give someone else a chance to lead the club.  While the number of members is up, 
in fact beyond my expectations, participation and enthusiasm are still low in my 
opinion.  At this point I have no idea how to turn that around.  I hope someone else 
does!  In my opinion, there are plenty of you who are far more qualified than I to 
lead the club.  It all comes down to how much effort you want to put forth to make it 
work.  You get out of it what you put into it….I’ve had a very good time of it! 

 

Thanks, Bert 



The meeting, held at Mia Roma's on September 
1st, was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Presi-
dent Bert Cripe. 

There were 22 members present and 2 guests: 
Tyler Bush who has a 1979 Spider 2000 and 
Lucy Roberts who has a 1981 50th Anniversary 
2000.  Lucy joined the club at the meeting. 

Terry was not present to give a Treasurer's Re-
port.  Bert reported that Tracy Neether has 
joined the club and with Lucy makes 49 mem-
berships. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and REPORTS from 
MEMBERS 

Bert described our car breaking down in 
Poulsbo on the way to the Snohomish Tour 
starting point.  The coil wire had burned on the 
exhaust manifold and shorted the spark to 
ground. 

Carrie told the story of the brakes failing on her 
SEAT 600.  It blew a wheel cylinder. 

September 12 is the Capitol Tour in Reverse.  
Start at the Spar in Olympia, driver's meeting at 
10:30 a.m. 

September 10-12 is the MG Car Club Wine 
Tour. 

September 12 is the Kirkland Concourso which 
is an invitational event. 

September 18 is the SOVREN Fall Finale at the 
race track. 

September 18 is also the Miata Club Gimmick 
Ralley 

September 25-26 is the Seattle Festa Italiano at 
the Seattle Center with a wine tasting and other 
activities on Friday the 24th. 

October 17 Dan and Sooz Rian will do a tour. 
No specifics yet. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

No Old Business was discussed. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Bert said he is unsure what to do about drives 
being on Saturday or Sunday.  Dan Rian sug-
gested we alternate. 

Bert asked if anyone is interested in a one day- 6-
8 hour hands on seminar/workshop for putting 
together route instructions.  Six members showed 
interest. This will be planned for sometime in No-
vember. 

Bert said that according to the bylaws we need 
two volunteers for the nominating committee and 
he asked that members think about being on the 
committee and/or running for an office.  Leroy Mi-
etzer, Mike Wayte and Dan Rian volunteered.  
Thank you very much. 

Bert said that Fiat North America met with pro-
spective dealers. A local Chrysler dealer has 
agreed to come to a club meeting to talk about it.  
Bob Yetter also told what he knows about it from 
his research on the Internet. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 

 

DOOR PRIZES 

1. Griot's Spray on Wax Kit -Bob Gerttula 

2. Mini-Multi Tool - Sooz Rian 

3. 3 pack Micro Fiber Towels - Tyler Bush 

4. Walnut Shift Knob - Angleina Baumann 

5. Book - Hugh Thomas 

 

Submitted by Diana Cripe, Secretary 

September Meeting Minutes ~ 
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Notes, Announcements, and Upcoming Events ~ 

The October Tour — Our Fall Finale 

WASHINGTON BACK ROADS AND WINERIES 

 

A short (about 50 miles) autumn fun run for relaxation, scenery and taste. We'll cruise 
the suburban and rural back roads starting near Mill Creek, winding past Snohomish 
and through the Carnation Valley to end in Woodinville around 1 pm for tastes of 
grappa (a traditional Italian brandy), wine and FEN-furnished homemade snacks. 
Rain or shine. 

 

When: Sunday, October 17 

Meet: Patty's Eggnest/Mill Creek location - 402 164th St SW, Lynnwood, WA 
98037 (425) 743-0428 

 For breakfast: 9 am sharp 

Drivers' meeting: 10:15 am outside the restaurant; parking available; maps and di-
rections provided 

More information: David or Judy, 206-545-2919 

Contact phone the day of the run:   206-719-3186 

The October Meeting South Location 

When: Wednesday, October 6, 7:30, come earlier for dinner 

Where: Amante Pizza & Pasta, 4201 NE Sunset Blvd., Renton, 425-271-8985 
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Miata Club Poker Run and Gimmick 
Rally 

By Bert Cripe 

Puget Sound Miata Club Autumn Rally 

I was not sure what to expect when I sent in my 
registration form to enter this event, but since I 
love to drive my spider on organized tours and I 
really wanted to see how this club conducted a 
rally I was very eager to participate!  Also I hoped 
there were lessons to be learned.  As it turned out 
both Diana and I were pleasantly surprised (and 
somewhat relieved) to find a well organized event 
run by very friendly folks!  And one of my steps in 
the preparation of writing route instructions was 
shown to be of significant importance. 

The rally started at Coop’s Miata in the Maple Val-
ley area.  As we drove to the rear of the yard we 
were directed to a grassy parking area were several 
other cars were already lined up between cones.  
We were directed to the registration table where 
the lady handling that task said she had been ex-
cited to see our entry when it came in the mail.  
They were hoping to see people from other car 
clubs.  The pre-registration packets were ready and 
set to be handed out.  It was well done.  They held 
a raffle in a somewhat different manner than most 
I’ve seen.  Brown paper bags were placed in front 
of each prize.  You simple placed your ticket in the 

Event Reports~ 

bag corresponding to the prize you desired to win.  
Coffee was available as were tables and chairs to 
relax in during the conversations before the driv-
ers’ meeting held at 9:30.  I counted 15 Miatas, a 
Honda S2000, and a Toyota MR2 in addition to 
our spider parked on the grass. 

The drivers’ meeting (and it was a very informal 
one to say the least) was conducted by Bill Cooper 
the owner of Coop’s Miata, who also teaches auto 
repair at Tahoma High School.  Perhaps more of 
the standup routine is more accurate!  In a different 
manner than we are used to seeing, only the route 
directions to the first check point were given to us 
here.  The gimmick questions were on a separate 
sheet, not spread out among the route instructions.  
This added a level of difficulty to the event since 
we had no idea where we might find the answers.  
But since the scoring of the gimmick questions was 
to be used only in the event of a tie of poker hands 
I was not too worried, since I didn’t feel we had 
much chance of getting a winning hand (only to be 
confirmed later). 

The route was about 68 miles long and covered 
many roads familiar to us and a few we had not 
seen before.  The five check points were we drew 
our poker cards were staffed by club members.  It 
was here that driving directions to the next check 
point were given to us.  The last check point was at 
Green Valley Meats.  We took a few minutes to 
look inside and purchase some beef jerky.  While 
the jerky was good and much better than what you 
will find at the grocery store it was not as good as 
that found at the meat store in Morton! 

It was on this last leg of the route that confirmed 
the need to validate the route instructions before 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Event Reports~ 
Seattle Festa Italiana 

Saturday, September 25th 

I awoke to a promising sky on Saturday and really 
hoped it would last.  It turned out to be so much better 
than I had hoped! 

I spent about 30 minutes using Speed Shine on the car.  I 
work in an office, so this kind of honest work is not 
common and I believe I experienced what is known as 
perspiration! 

As is typical anymore I forgot to bring the directions to 
the entry point, but since there are only four sides to Se-
attle Center we soon found the security guard.  He asked 
if we were there for the car show and without giving me 
a chance to answer, motioned us on in.  So much for se-
curity.  No checking a list for our names or car descrip-
tion!  Turns out we were the third car to arrive.  We 
parked in front of a very nice creamy-yellow spider 
2000 and set up our chairs, table, and display easel.  I 
brought handouts covering FEN, the All Italian Car 
Show, and a two page piece I put together from FIAT 
articles in Hemming’s Sports and Exotic cars. 

This was the first Saturday in a couple of months that I 
was able to just sit and relax.  People watching can be a 
very enjoyable pastime. 

We had a most enjoyable day chatting with club mem-
bers Jackie & Mike, Norm, and Lucy & Kevin Roberts 
who joined the club last month.  We also spoke with 
many spectators and I connected with a potential 
speaker for our November meeting. 

The best comment I heard was from a woman who 
asked the owner of an Alfa spider if Alfa Romeo is an 
Italian car.  Go figure - Italian cars at an Italian cultural 
event! 

I spoke with a fellow who has also placed a deposit on a 
new 500.  That makes four I know of in the area. 

All in all, it was a most enjoyable day! 

 

Bert Cripe 

issuing them.  We were directed to veer right at a 
wye.  We found a wye less than a mile from the 
previous instruction.  However, there was no street 
sign to identify the right hand street.  It turned out 
to be the wrong street.  We got out the Thomas 
guide and could not find a route that followed the 
instructions.  At that point three Miatas were on the 
side of the road with us, so we followed our own 
route to the next point in the instructions we could 
identify on the map and successfully made our way 
back.  Once back, I notice that Coop received sev-
eral calls on his cell phone and was asking “…so 
where are you now?” 

The meal of hot dogs, chips, soda, fruit, and 
brownies was served.  It had been a long time since 
breakfast and hit the spot!  At the appointed time 
the poker hands were displayed and the winner an-
nounced.  We did much better than I expected but a 
full house with 7s and kings was not good enough.  
But, we didn’t go home empty handed since we 
won a raffle prize of beer samples and glasses.  
The next hour or so was spent in conversation and 
suffice it to say that we look forward to another 
invitation to a Miata club drive. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Our Raffle Prize from the Miata Rally 



2011 Marks FIAT Enthusiasts Northwest’s 20th Anniversary ~ 

Next year will be a time to set aside a weekend to mark this milestone with a celebration of one sort or an-
other — what we do is up to us to choose! 

 

Some things that come to mind are a driving event, certainly.  A BBQ is a favorite activity as is an upscale 
dinner possibly with the opportunity for us to reminisce about days past. 

 

Perhaps we might stage a festa similar to the ones we held in 2001 and 2003.  For those of your not mem-
bers at the time, both were multi-day events based at a hotel near Everett.  We conducted several tours and 
rallies, a blindfolded gymkhanna, a catered BBQ, a pancake breakfast, a salmon feed, and a car show.  The 
types and number of events varied between the two years, since the first was four days long and the second 
spanned three days. 

 

Now is the time to start thinking about this, perhaps making a list of ideas to be presented and discussed after 
the first of the year 
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It is time to give some thought to what activities and events we might use to celebrate! 

Festa Italiana Photos 

Photos by Bert Cripe 



Event Reports~ 
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FEN Capitol Tour 

Sunday, September 12th 

Bert and I started the day with a wonderful breakfast of blueberry pancakes at The Spar in Olympia. 

We ended up with 4 people on the drive:  Norm Smith driving Sophia; Greg Smith in his X1/9, and 
Bert and I in Bruno.  It was a cool and cloudy day so we kept our top up, but Greg braved it and re-
moved his.  We had some great scenery and a very nice drive through forest and pasture land. We 
ended at Ruby Tuesdays in Lacy with a nice lunch. 

 

Diana Cripe 

Photos by Greg Smith 

Photo by Bert Cripe 

(Bruno is such a ham-he 
tries to get in every photo!) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 FEN meet-

ing—See page 

3 

7 8 9 

10 11 Columbus 

Day  

12 13 14 15 16 

17 Fall Fi-

nale—See 

page 3 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31  

October 2010 

President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, spi-
ders@wavecable.com 
 
Vice-President:  Norm Smith  206-248-2596  or 
206-459-2663 
 
Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeitner 425-640-
2994, tmzeitner2@msn.com 
 
Secretary:  Diana Cripe 360-731-8768, 
dlcripe@wavecable.com                                                   
 
Newsletter:  Darsie Brown 425-652 7216, 
darsella@gmail.com    
 
Director:  Peter Coulton 206-550-4583 
pcoulton@thecoultoncompany.com 
 
Website: www.fiatnorthwest.org 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 
announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 
club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 
are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the inter-
net to those members with internet access and mailed to 
members without access. For membership information visit 
the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 
Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-
west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 
through Paypal.  Please see our website for details. 

2010 Calendar of Events 
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