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The Journal of the Northwest’s Premier FIAT Club 

April 2010   While spring is officially here, winter seems reluctant to leave!  However, the few 
hints of good weather that are sure to come have provided me with the opportunity 
to continue preparing my car for Canada.  It seems that while I am working on one 
thing I either discover something else that needs attention or I break something else! 

 

April is a busy month for the club with our Spring Tune-up rally, Detailing Tech ses-
sion, the Tulip Rally for those choosing to go, and the All-Italian Car Show.  If you 
haven’t registered for the car show yet please do so soon.  Not only will you save 
five dollars, but it also reduces the amount of registration work and speeds the proc-
ess on the day of the event.  Also, we are still in need of donations for the benefit 
raffle held during the car show, please consider making a cash donation, donating 
an appropriate gift, or contacting a business to secure a donation. 

 

The Shamrock Tour was a success and you can read about it inside this issue.  The 
Pruczinskis have been at work preparing the drive for May.  The route and get-
together at the end sound to be the makings of a really fun day of driving, eating, 
and socializing. 

 

I want to welcome new members Scott Taylor of Bonney Lake and Dana Spinks of 
Newcastle to the club and hope to meet them at one of our events.  It seems we 
have had an extraordinary interest in the club over the past six months or so.  We 
will be providing a membership list to all current members sometime in April – if you 
do not want your address and phone number distributed to the rest of the member-
ship please let me know! 

 

I have been slowly making updates and changes to the website and hope you are 
visiting it regularly to see what has changed.  The ‘Photo of the Week’ is a new fea-
ture and I think will add some interest.  I change the photo each Sunday.  If you 
have a photo you would like to share please visit the site and use the provided email 
link to submit your photo.  Also please consider using the new forum and perhaps 
joining the Yahoo Group page.  You will find links on our site’s link page. 

 

I look forward to seeing you at one or more of our April events. 

 

 

Ciao, 

 

Bert Cripe 
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Minutes of the March 2010 meeting 

 

The meeting was held at Mia Roma’s.  The 
meeting was called to order at 7:30pm by Presi-
dent Bert Cripe. 

 

There were 22 members and 7 guests present.  
We went around the room introducing ourselves 
and stating what kind of car we have.  The 
guests included: Doug and Nick who have a 
1980 fuel injected spider; Shannon and Steve 
who have a 1961 spider and Charles and Vicki 
who have a 1977 spider.  I am sorry I did not 
get their last names.  Also Ken Bottini from the 
MG car club who was there to talk about the 
Tulip Rally 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 

Terry reported that there is $2,933.90 in the 
treasury and that we now have 37 paid mem-
bers. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT/REPORTS FROM MEM-
BERS: 

 

Peter Coulton reported that his garage 
"Penelope's Playhouse" has been started.  He 
also proposed a Volcano Run around Mt. Rain-
ier. 

 

Bob Gerttula talked about fixing a dead battery. 

 

Bert talked about what he needs to do to his car 
to have it ready for the Spring Thaw in BC.  He 
explained the Spring Thaw and talked about the 
California Mile Milia. 

 

George Baumann spoke about Germanex Im-
ports Inc; leather and vinyl upholstery and tops.  
He had a sample to show.  They can be reached 
at ebay.com/Diamond-Mall 

 

Dan Rian said he had a conflict for doing the May 
Rally so Bert will take it over. 

 

Allen Mietzner gave a update on his Senior Car 
Project. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Bert talked about the Car Show; he took over 
maintaining the club’s website; the Tune Up 
Rally; the Shamrock Rally, and the April 17 Tech 
session at the Rian's. 

 

Norm Smith talked about the tech session at 
Griot's March 13. 

 

Dan Rian said the Run To The Gorge had been 
cancelled, Ken Bottini said the organizer had 
passed away and that was why it had been can-
celled. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Ken Bottini reported on the Tulip Rally that the 
MG car club sponsors.  There will be a canned 
food drive as before.  Also told one of his great 
stories. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm 

March Meeting Minutes ~ 
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Meeting Minutes continued ~ 
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DOOR PRIZE WINNERS: 

 

1.Cecilia Baumann - Griot's window cleaner and 
Rain-X kit 

2. Dan Rian - Bottle of hand cleaner 

3.David Moise - 5X7 tarp 

4. Nick (guest) - funnel 

5. Chloe Pruczinski - Roll of blue towels 

6. Bert Cripe - Fiat lapel pin 

7. Lillian Yetter- Fiat lapel pin 

8. Rex Rice - Fiat lapel pin 

9. Dave Pruczinski - Fiat lapel pin 

10. Alec Pruczinski - Fiat lapel pin 

 

The lapel pins were donated by George 
Baumann.  Thank you George. 

 

Submitted by Diana Cripe 

Secretary 

 

The meeting in April (4/7) will be held at: 

 

Amante Pizza and Pasta 
4201 NE Sunset Blvd 
Renton, WA 98059 

(425) 271-8985  

 

Meeting starts at 7:30.  Come early for 
dinner!   

Hi Gang, 

 

Some of you might have already heard 

that we are going to have to cancel the 

Italian Concours this year! We hated to 

do it, but the Des Moines Marina will not 

be ready in time for our event. In fact, the 

city of Des Moines has had to cancel their 

4th of July celebration, as well as their 

"Classic Car and Wooden Boat Show" 

too. Photo attached to show what the site 

looks like as of last week. 

 

However, we wanted you to know that we 

are working with Cat's Exotics and Griot's 

Garage to host an "Italian Gathering" for 

all of us at Griot's new facility down in Ta-

coma (the old Coca-Cola Bottling bldg.). 

Their new facility is STUNNING!!!!!! (Artist 

Concept attached). The new facility will 

have parking for 150+ cars in their park-

ing lots, grass, etc.. 

 

Stand by for more updates as we get the 

details hammered out. The date will be 

sometime in Mid-July. We thought this 

would be a great event to have so we can 

all stay in touch until next years Italian 

Concours.  

 

 

Michael C. Wilson, Board of Directors 

Italian Concours d’ Elegance 



Griot’s Garage Tech Session recap~  
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Griots Garage Tech session  
 
Norm offered up his “Sophia” for the demo, we 
were also offered hot coffee & a prize drawing.   
 
The instructor started out by choosing a small area 
of the hood on the car so we could clearly see the 
difference along the way.  He also used a different 
polish/wax & method on the other half of the hood 
so we could also see the difference between the 
products/methods.  He then started off with a pol-
ish rag and used a spray car wash to get any dirt 
off.  Then step two was to use the paint “cleaning 
clay” with speed shine to take off any contaminates 
off the surface.  This is something that is really im-
portant to do before you wax or polish so you don’t accidentally run any marks into your paint with 
remaining dirt or debris.  Then he chose a mild polish, while using a polish pad & buffer.  Before 
each step he would point out the before & after against the light.  The last step was a Best of Show 
wax in order to bring out the shine and I was really impressed with the final before & after difference.  
One thing he suggested was to leave the wax on for several hours so it could really soak into the 
paint and then wipe it off.  But keep in mind only a very thin layer.  I’m pretty sure I violated several 
of their “what not to do” rules myself (note: make sure you don’t turn ON the buffer while holding it in 
the air after you put wax on it.  You will be sprayed all over in wax splatters as well as anything else 
close by in your garage!)  Another tip I learned was to use the polishing cloth in large, straight lines, 

not circles.   
 
It was very informative and I think we all 
came away with learning something new.  
If you are unsure as to what to use and 
how to use it, you can bring your car down 
and Griot’s Garage will look at your paint 
and advise you as to what products to use 
as well as a short demo on how to use 
them.  With purchase and appointment of 
course.   
 

 

 

- Darsie Bell 
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Tour Primavera 2010 

The 1st Annual Tour Primavera is a springtime city to country drive with flower nursery visits.  It will end with a 
potluck BBQ at our house in Snohomish. 

 

Date: Saturday, May 22, 2010 

 

Meeting location: Shari’s Restaurant in James Village, 19428 Hwy 99, Lynnwood (425-778-6028) 

 

Directions to meeting location: 

 

Southbound I-5: Take exit 181 – W SR 524 (196th St. SW), continue west across SR 99, turn right into James 
Village. 

 

Northbound I-5: Take exit 181B – SR 524, turn left onto Poplar Way, then left onto 196th St SW, continue west 
across SR 99, turn right into James Village.  Drivers’ meeting begins at 10:00 a.m. – come early for breakfast 

 

Primavera Tour ~  

Spring Tune-up Ralley Results~ 

The Tune Up Ralley was held on Saturday, April 3.  A good turnout on a not so nice day! 

 

Those who participated were:  Rex Rice with his grandson, Justin in Rex's Spider; Carrie Rice with 
her brother, Skip in a pickup; David, Tina, Alec and Chloe Pruczinski in their Trooper; Bert and 
Diana Cripe in their Spider; Peter Coulton in his Spider; Rex and Carrie's Son Ron and his wife 
Jaylene in their Toyota MR2; and Norm, the ralley master in Sophia. 

 

We had some great roads, including a one way, curvy one that was great fun.  There were some 
good questions and I think a good time was had by all. 

 

The winners were: 

3rd place: Carrie and Skip 

2nd place: Ron and Jaylene 

1st place: Bert and Diana 

 

Submitted by Diana Cripe 



Shamrock Rally March 14, 2010 

By Carrie Rice 

 

We navigators and drivers gathered at the Spar Café in downtown Olym-
pia on a chilly foggy Sunday morning to celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day with 
the Shamrock Rally. The Spar Café is a visual treat with good food. It 
treats us with displays from the hey-day of logging. Hosts Bert and Diana 
Cripe, Dan and Sooz Rian, Rex and Carrie Rice with their 124 Spiders and Norm Smith his 124 
Sport coupe were there before 10a.m. to have breakfast while waiting for Peter Coulton and Nathan 
Rich, delayed by a flat tire. By 10:25a.m we headed out for our drive to lunch.  Diana and Bert 
waited around just in case someone showed up late and it was a good thing as Ray Boyajian pulled 
up in his spider after everyone else had left. 

 

The route led us southward through rural areas west of I-5 with its old farms and tree farms, rivers 
and creeks, and neighborhoods and villages. We passed large old barns sad with disuse listing this 
way or that, clear-cut logging and trees on many tree farms. And there were some real farms, too, 
with shaggy bison, grazing mules, frolicking lambs and decaying machinery including a faded Ken-
worth fire engine. There were deciduous trees, their branches hanging with moss reaching over the 
road and as we turned onto SR-6 the snow-capped top of Mount Rainier came into view. All in all 
there was much to see while rounding curves and cresting hills on our way to Centralia. 

 

There were things to see and things to think about. Think about some of the names of the roads we 
passed: Fast Lane-were the residents there really living in the _________; Lucky Lane-were these 
residents really _______, Littlerock Road-what, only one_____ rock; and Boot Jack Road-‘spose 
one is required on every back porch? 

 

By 1:45p.m. we were at McMenamin’s-is that Irish enough?- Olympic Club in Centralia for lunch. 
The Olympic Club’s interior is as interesting as The Spar’s. There is not doubt it was once a tavern/
pool hall and still is but now it serves families good food and brews. The furnishings are original 
down to the stenciled walls and urinal in the men’s room. 

 

From Centralia most headed north on I-5 to their respective homes but Rex and I headed northwest 
toward ours in Port Townsend. Not having had enough driving back roads we found the Hecklin, 
Cloquallum, and Lost Lake Roads from Elma into Shelton. Not a shortcut for sure but a nice drive. 

 

Ah, a day of driving in a Spider, nice. 
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Shamrock Ralley ~ 



 Misc ~ 
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Here's a historic photo. 

It's Eleanor Roosevelt 

being driven in a parade 

at Hyde Park, NY. Her 

son was the US Fiat 

dealer back then.  

Can you identify the Fiat 

model? It has Florida 

plates. I'm a big Eleanor 

fan & have read all of her 

books plus books about 

her. She died in 1962.  

 

- Rex Rice 

 

Here is something not for everyone, but of interest to many of us.  Might make a really fun weekend 

drive-give it some thought.  Perhaps we can incorporate it into our drive that same weekend. 

 

The 6th Annual Great Pacific Northwest Microcar/Minicar Extravaganza 

 

June 11-13, 2010 

 

Photos and videos available at the link. 

 

http://www.mphspecialties.com/registration.html 

 

Norm attended this last year and his story appeared in the July 

2009 issue of our newsletter (available at our website in the ar-

chives).  

 

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
   1 2 3  Tune up 

Ralley 

4   5 6 7  FEN Meeting

– South 

8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Detailing 

work party 

18  19 20 21 22 23 24 Tulip Ralley 

25  FEN Car 

show 

26 27 28 29 30  

April 2010 

2010 Calendar of Events 
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President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-
8758, spiders@wavecable.com 

Vice-President:  Norm Smith  206-

248-2596  or 206-459-2663 

 

Treasurer/Membership: Terry Zeit-

ner 425-640-2994, tmzeit-

ner2@msn.com 

 

Secretary:  Diana Cripe 360-731-
8768, dlcripe@wavecable.com                                                                                  

Newsletter:  Darsie Brown 425-652 

7216, darsella@gmail.com 

 

Board Member:  Peter Coulton 253-

582-8882; 

pcoulton@thecoultoncompany.com 

 

Web site: www.fiatnorthwest.org 

Members receive a monthly newsletter that includes club 

announcements, meeting summaries, interesting articles, 

club event information and more. Copies of the newsletter 

are distributed to paid members.  Distribution is via the inter-

net to those members with internet access and mailed to 

members without access. For membership information visit 

the membership page or contact us.   

Membership dues are $25.00 a year per person/couple. 

Checks can be made payable to "FIAT Enthusiasts North-

west". Online membership signup/renewal is available 

through Paypal.  Please see our website for details. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest 

956 Maple Way 

Edmonds, WA 98020 




