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The Journal of the Northwest’s Premier FIAT Club 

June 2009   The weather has been nice lately and I have been working to get one of my 
cars on the road, the latest problem was a failed fuel pump.  But that is just 
part of the joy of keeping a 31 year old machine in operation! 

Way back on the night before Thanksgiving 2008, I was looking at the January 
2009 issue of Hemming’s Sports & Exotic Car magazine that had arrived in 
that day’s mail.  Three items caught my eye.  The first was titled ‘Sleepers 2009 
– 10 cars you shouldn’t forget’.  The fifth car named was the X1/9 – the arti-
cle gave a short history of its development through the mid-70s and 80s.  This 
caused a bit of nostalgia and reminded me of my first Fiat – a brand new ’73 
Spider in forest green with beige interior and those little chrome bumpers.  
What a sweet machine it was. 

Then came two articles about two great car guys who had pasted on last year – 
Phil Hill and Paul Newman.  This only added fuel to my nostalgia and I began 
to feel sad about all of the events I had missed in my teens and early twenties 
living near the Bay Area.  Laguna Seca, Altamont Speedway, and Sears Point - 
places I knew about but didn’t visited back then.  I always put off going - per-
haps because I didn’t have any car crazy friends. 

Which brings us to the present – this July is the Historics at Pacific Raceway 
and the chance to experience the feel of those lost times.  I once pasted up a 
chance to get Phil Hill’s autograph - I won’t get that chance again.  But who 
knows what I may see or who I might meet at this year’s event.  We have all of 
June to get our cars ready for the corral and that parade lap around the track.  
It’s not too late, the club will have a very few tickets to sell on a first come-
first serve basis.  Now is the time to contact Terry to get your ticket and ex-
perience a little of the past while you still can. 

Coming up on Saturday, June 13th is our Whidbey Island tour with a picnic at 
Alan Murray’s place.  And for those of you who enjoy car shows, Saturday 27th 
is the one Greenwood Avenue. 

Don’t forget that in place of our July regular evening meeting we have our pic-
nic.  This year it is on Saturday, July 25th.  Details will be in the July newsletter.  
Some of us will meet at an as yet undisclosed location to enjoy a short scenic 
drive to the site. 

Plenty of car events are coming up - I hope to see you at some of them. 

 

Ciao, 

Bert Cripe 
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Minutes of the May meeting 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Bert 
Cripe at 7:30-pm 

 

There were 14 members present and one guest, 
Diana Cook, who came with Mary Zeitner. 

 

Bert announced two new members: Marcus 
Dacancy III and Mike McKinley 

 

In Terry’s absence, Bert gave the treasurer’s report.  
We have a balance of $4143.77.  This amount is 
before giving a donation to the charity from the car 
show.  We have 36 members. 

 

Registration for the car show worked out to 39 cars 
that pre-registered and 54 that registered at the 
show. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

The July Historics is coming up and only three cars 
are registered at this time. 

 

Bert reminded everyone of the Poker Run on May 9. 

 

Dave Hurd from J and D Powder Coating will be the 
speaker for the June Meeting 

 

The August speaker will be Mike Wilson who will 
discuss the Concourse D’Elegance in Des Moines. 

 

June 13 is the Whidbey Island Nursery Tour put to-
gether by Bert and Diana Cripe. 

 

Dave Pruczinski is the second member to submit a 
list of items for the Tool Kit Challenge.  He received 

a Tool Kit Challenge window sticker for his efforts. 

 

Mike Wayte asked about the issue of the replica car at 
the car show.  Bert replied that he recommends no 
replicas or kit cars be allowed and that the car show 
committee will address it. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Alan Murray announced that the car he once owned is 
now for sale.  It is a 1977 Spider.  For info call Russ 
Bilyeu at 360-579-2124 

 

PROGRAM: 

Norm Smith gave a presentation on how to write a 
rally.  He covered topics such as: what a rally is, types 
of rallies, the rally master’s responsibilities and tools 
used to research and prepare a set of driving instruc-
tions. 

 

ADDITIONAL NOTES:  

Alan related the story about the beaver dam that was 
breached on Whidbey Island after the beaver was 
killed by a car while crossing the road and the dam-
age resulting from the ‘flood’. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm 

 

DOOR PRIZES:  

Carrie Rice won a FEN Jacket 

Norm Smith won a flashlight 

Diana Cook won a FEN Jacket 

Dave Pruczinski won an electronic tire gauge 

Lillian Yetter won a magnetic parts tray 

 

Submitted by Diana Cripe 

May Meeting Minutes~ 

Page 2  Volume 18,  Issue 6  



 
Announcements! 

 

Our deadline for the July Historics is 
approaching (May 30th).  The club will 
be there on Saturday the 4th.  We have 
received only 3 paid entries at this 
time.  We really need your support 
because if we do not get more pre-
paid entries we will be forced to or-
der fewer tickets this year.  Please 
don’t wait until the last minute expect-
ing to get in, as you may be disap-
pointed! The cost per car and driver to 
enter the car corral is $25.00.   

Please send a check to Terry or pay via 
Paypal to spiders@wavecable.com, be 
sure to mention that it is for the His-
torics.  
 

Last Minute Tech Session: 

 

We are holding a tech session at the Yetter resi-
dence on Saturday, June 20th at 10 a.m.  

 

The subject will be rear wheel bearing replace-
ment. This will be the actual replacement of the 
bearings on both rear axle shafts.   

 

The address is:  337 North 76th St, Seattle, 
phone 206-782-2832.  

 

FEN Meeting: 

Wednesday, June 3rd 

Amante Pizza and Pasta 
4201 NE Sunset Blvd 
Renton, WA 98059 
(425) 271-8985 

 

Special guests!  Dave Hurd owner of J and D 
Powder Coating.  Please remember to send 
questions to Bert in advance if you can.   
 

In addition, there will also be a guest speaker 
about the Greenwood Car show.   
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Whidbey Island Tour Info 

 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, June 13th is our tour of the south end of the 
island. This was slated to be a nursery tour and while it 
still is we have had to make some changes to the route. 
First of all, a failed beaver dam closed one of our intended 
roads and secondly, a couple of the nurseries are no 
longer in business. So we are forced to make lemon aid 
as the saying goes. We have changed the route to pass 
by the Whidbey Island winery and Greenbank farms. Both 
are good shopping destinations. We also pass by three 
nurseries. 

We will end the tour at Alan Murray’s place for a picnic. 
We will make final decisions about the picnic details at the 
starting point on Saturday morning. This flexibility will 
allow us to fit the picnic to our group’s size and desires. A 
Red Apple market is near the end point for last minute 
needs. 

The tour begins in the parking lot of the Whidbey Island bank, on the right side of the road, about 0.4 miles up 
SR 525 from the ferry terminal in Clinton. We will begin the tour at 10:30 a.m. Plan to arrive early at the ferry 
terminal in Mukilteo-expect heavy summer traffic. The boats run every 30 minutes on the hour and the half-
hour. 

Please RSVP to Diana at 360-731-8768 or Bert at 360-731-8758 or email to spiders@wavecable.com to let 
us know if you intend to participate. 
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2009 VOLCANO RUN -- Mount Vernon to Mount Baker WA -- Saturday August 15th.   
 

No gimmicks or tricky questions, no tests of driving ability or race to get to the volcano first... 

Just a relaxing drive from Mount Vernon to Mount Baker in your prized FIAT, ALFA (or other fine sports car). 

Enjoy the summer colors as you wind your way past Lake Whatcom to Highway 9 and along the Nooksack 

River through the North Cascades on the Mount Baker Highway. It should take about 2 ½ hours to end up in 

Austin Pass at the Artist’s Point Vista in the heart of the Mount Baker Ski Area and we should get a great view 

of Mount Baker and Mount Shuksan from there.  Don’t forget your cameras! 

 

It all starts with coffee and breakfast, if you wish, between 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM on Saturday morning at the 

Buzz Inn on the west side of I-5 at Exit 225 (College Way) in Mount Vernon. We will have a packet with maps, 

driving directions and points of interest, plus maybe a few other goodies. We leave Mount Vernon at 10:00 

AM and should be back by 4 PM. We end up at Il Granaio, a terrific genuine Italian restaurant for a get-

together on their deck off Exit 224 at 4 PM. Toast your adventures or enjoy a mouth-watering, upscale au-

thentic Italian dinner. (www.granaio.com). It’s a great chance to get-together, stretch your FIAT’s/Alfa legs 

while showing off our cars at a couple of highly visible locations! For more info call Sharon Crosetto at 

(425) 223-1890.  

Volcano Run — new event!   
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The 17th Annual GREENWOOD CAR SHOW - on Seattle's Greenwood Avenue North from 72nd Street to 
87th Street.  
 
Saturday, June 27th, 2009 
Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
All Classes Collector Cars, Trucks, and Motorcycles are welcomed.   Entry fees:  $25 pre-registered, $30 day 
of, $15 motorcycles, $10 vintage.   Spectators are free!  Registration form:  http://greenwoodcarshow.com/
participateRegister.php  

 

The Greenwood Car Show is the "granddaddy" of Seattle collector car shows hosting over 500 cars and 
20,000 spectators on Greenwood Avenue in north Seattle. Founded by a small group of car guys who paved 
the way for more and more car enthusiasts to spend a wonderful Saturday enjoying their passion and hobby, 
the Greenwood Car Show has grown to be a community wide event for families and car enthusiasts from as 
far away as Spokane, Oregon and British Columbia.  
 
Lining the avenue from 72nd Street north to 87th Street, you'll see Hot Rods, Customs, Classics, Muscle 
Cars, and Stock models of all marques. We also welcome motorcycles and trucks to the show. Also, this 
year, the car show will be nationally televised on Lance Lambert's The Vintage Vehicle Show. When register-
ing your vehicle, make sure to pre-order your copy of the DVD for only $15. This and a commemorative T-
shirt would make great keepsakes!  
 
The Greenwood Car Show includes food and beverages offered by local businesses, shopping in the gift and 
antique shops, and other events such as the Kid's Zone and local Live Music. This year we will be making a 
charitable financial contribution to the Greenwood Food Bank from our proceeds. Also, we will be having an 
on-site food drive, so bring your non-perishable food items to help contribute to this great community service.  

  

In order to park together, we must enter the show at the same time.  We will be mustering in the north parking 
lot of the Woodland Park Zoo at 8:00, departing at 8:15.  The entrance to the lot is located at N 59th St and 
Evanston Ave N (two blocks east of Phinney Ave N).    

 

 

 

 

If you get lost or de-
layed please contact 
Bob Yetter at (206) 719
-2665.   

  

 

  
Greenwood Car Show Info 



Poker Run Results ~ 

 

There were 4 cars at the Poker Run besides Bert and Diana who organized the trip and handed out 

cards and Norm who helped with cards and keeping 

track of participants.  

Those who participated were Dan and Sooz Rian in their 

Fiat Spider, Mike Waite in his Fiat Spider, Hugh Thomas 

in his Ford and Gary Reed and his friend Eric in Gary's 

Porsche Boxster. 

We started at Starbucks across from the South Center 

Mall. A participant from each car got a card and started 

following the driving directions to 3 different checkpoints 

where they picked up another card.  Bert and Diana met 

them at checkpoint A and C to give out cards and Norm 

met them at checkpoint B. Then we all met at Wally's 

Chowder house in Des Moines where everyone got their 

last card. They could then discard up to 2 cards and get 

up to 2 new ones. The hands were tallied and the Rian's won with a pair of aces.  Gary came in last 

with no points. Sorry Gary!  Mike had a pair of kings and Hugh had a pair of nines. The Rian's won a 

picnic bag.  

We had a great meal at Wally's and we had several comments about the nice drive.   ~ Diana Cripe.   
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Northwest Classic Rally Info  

 

All owners of pre-1980 cars (1981 and older can get an exemption) are invited to enter the 21st an-

nual Northwest Classic Rally, August 6-9, 2009. This event is the premier classic time-speed-

distance rally in the Pacific Northwest, and many SCMers will be in attendance. Additionally, rally 

participants will meet famed racing driver Janet Guthrie, the first woman to compete in a major NAS-

CAR race in 1976 and the first woman to race in the Indianapolis 500. 

 

For those who just want the drive and the party, the rally offers an un-scored Touring Class. This 

year's destination is the Kah-Nee-Ta High Desert Resort, near the town of Warm Springs, Oregon. 

More information is available at www.nwclassicrally.org, or call Reid Trummel at 503.753.3700. 

 

http://www.nwclassicrally.org/NW_Classic_Rally/Home.html  



We started out from our house on what looked like a beautiful day. As we rounded a corner, I 

glanced to my right and saw two adorable coyote kits about 6 months old.  They almost looked like 

foxes with their long tails and tall ears. They both got a good look at the Fiat, and scampered of.  We 

arrived at our departing destination in plenty of time. The first card we drew was a two of spades. 

Hmmmm….not very promising.  

We wound around the route, a nice, easy drive and picked up our second card, a 10 of Diamonds. 

Wow!  For me being a lucky person, I wasn’t doing so well. The area was beautiful and some of the 

roads we didn’t recognize. Third card, a 6 of Hearts. Now the surroundings are getting rural and 

more beautiful. We see a herd of Scottish Highland Cattle, a barn which is advertised at 200k, two 

huge English Tudor houses with large compounds surrounding them, lots of rhubarb planted, a tree 

farm, a house like ‘Tara’ with a wide porch around the house with three white columns and lots of 

green grass. Many baby calves with their moth-

ers. Fourth card, an Ace of Heart. . . things are 
looking up! 

Many “For Sale” signs, a reflection on the econ-

omy. A house with a large covered porch, which 

had church shaped windows all around. MMM. . . 

smell. Ahhhhh clothes on a  clothesline. Mosby 

Farms had a fantastic beautiful Victorian home. 

Fifth card, Ace of Hearts. Things are definitely 

looking up! 

 

We end up at Wally’s Chowder House, and I am 

really glad I had the chowder, although everyone 

else said their food was good, too. Time to discard the three of Spades and the ten of Clubs and 

draw two more; Five of Spades, Six of Diamonds. Hey!  

We have a high pair!  What else does anyone else have? 

Two Kings, two nines, WE WON! (we have never won a 

rally before.) 

 

Our prize was a thoroughly awesome soft-sided cooler, 

with one side full of picnic supplies; silverware, plates, 

napkins, etc. ice and compact, just perfect for our Fiat. 

Gary Reed finished in last place and was given a bottle of 

Girot’s top dressing (for dressing his wounds, Bert said). 

Thanks to Bert and Diana Cripe for an excellent run, good 

restaurant and wonderful prize.  ~ Dan and Sooz Rian 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
1 2 3 FEN Club 

Meeting — So 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Whidbey 

Island Tour 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20  Tech Ses-

sion @ Yetter’s 

21 22 23 24  Newsletter 

deadline 

25 26 27 Greenwood 

Car Show 

28 29 30   
  

June 2009 

 
 

June 13th 
Whidbey Island Tour 
Bert & Diana Cripe  

 
June 20th 
Tech Session—10:00 am 
Bob Yetter 
 
June 27th 
Greenwood Car Show 
Bob Yetter 
www.greenwoodcarshow.com 
 
July 3 - 5 
Pacific NW Historics, Pacific 
Raceway, Kent, http://
www.sovren.org  
 
July 11th 
Tour West 
Rex & Carrie Rice  
 
 

 
July 25th 
FEN Annual Club Picnic 
 
 
July 16 -19 th 
Mirafiori Oregon 2009 
www.mirafiori.com 
 

 
August 15th  
Volcano Run  
Sharon Crosetto 
 
 
September 6th 
Italian Concours d’Elegance  
 
 
September  
Run To The Sea - Cancelled 
 
September 11-13 th 
Yakima Wine Tour with MG Club  
Bob Gerttula 

2009 Calendar of Events 
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September 19th 
Capital Tour 
Bert & Diana Cripe 
 
September 26-27th 

Festa Italiana, Seattle Center  
http://www.festaseattle.com  
 
October 4th 
Whine & Cheese Tour 
 
December 6th 
FEN Holiday party 



 

Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest 

956 Maple Way 

Edmonds, WA 98020 


