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April 2008   April is here and with it a full schedule of events and activities to enjoy!  
We are featuring several Griot's car care products as regular meeting door 
prizes, so come out to the meeting on April 1st for a chance to win a use-
ful gift.  The first driving event of the season is our own Spring Tune-up 
Rally this coming Saturday.  Please remember that you can participate 
with your daily driver if you don’t have a Italian car to drive at the mo-
ment.  And we have lined up some nice gifts for the top three finishers in 
this gimmick rally.  So put your thinking caps on, get ready to answer 
trick questions, and have a great time. 

Next up is our detailing work party on the 18th at the Rian’s home.  We 
will be getting cars prepared for our All-Italian Car show.  Here is your 
chance to share detailing techniques with fellow members and make your 
car shine.  Rumor has it there may be food too. 

On the 19th is a gathering at Greg Smith’s (360.239.0429) home, near 
Olympia, to celebrate 10 years of XWEB and the Seattle X1/9 club.  There 
will be a cookout-bring something to share!  FEN members are invited. 

April is the time of year for the MG car club’s Tulip Rally on Saturday, the 
25th.  Ken Bottini will be at our regular April meeting to update us on this 
year’s event. 

And last but not least is our big event of the year, the All-Italian Car show 
on Sunday, the 26th.  There may still be rooms available at the Hilton Gar-
den Inn in Issaquah (425.837.3600).  It is the ‘official’ lodging for the XXX 
Drive-in car shows.  We have a special rate available for club members-be 
sure to mention the Italian car show when you call.  If you live out-of-
town, it is a great opportunity to make a wonderful weekend away from 
home.  Besides being well received by the local Italian car community, 
the show is a fund raiser for us and it benefits the Life Enrichment Op-
tions program’s efforts to help people with developmental disabilities.  
Your participation, whether by working as staff or showing your car, will 
be greatly appreciated and a successful day helps to keep our dues low 
(among the lowest in the nation for Fiat clubs), provides us with the 
funds to have quality door prizes and promotes the club and the Fiat 
name in the Northwest. 

 
Ciao, 
Bert Cripe 
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Minutes of the March 10, 2009 meeting 
 
The meeting was brought to order at 7:30pm by 
President, Bert Cripe. 
 
MEMBERS AND GUESTS: 
 
There were 18 members present and no guests. 
New member, Sharon Crosetto introducer herself 
and talked about her car which is an Alfa Romeo. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Bert made announcements about the MG Car Club 
Tech session; the Poker Run in May; Ken Bottini will 
speak about the Tulip Rally at the April meeting; and 
Budget Rallies. Norm talked about the bookstore, 
Books 4 Cars in Rainier Valley offer to host the club 
for a night of shopping.  It was decided to put this off 
until the fall when we have fewer activities sched-
uled 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Terry reported that we have 43 active members; 7 
are comp and 23 are paid up for this year at this 
time. The club is solvent with $2102 and some 
change in the treasury. 
 
OLD BUSINESS; 
The board had discussed advertising in the newslet-
ter and it was decided not to do this; other items dis-
cussed were the detailing session at Griot’s;  the 
Spring Tune-Up Rally, detailing session at the 
Rian’s home; and the All Italian Car Show.  Sharon 
Crosetto, who is the raffle prize gift coordinator gave 
a report on raffle prize acquisition status for the car 
show.  Bert also mentioned the announcement in 
Hemmings Auto Sports of our car show and the arti-
cle in the current issue about the X-19. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Bert scheduled a board meeting for April 5.  Location 
and time to be determined.  All members are welcome 
to come. 
 
Griot’s donated 3 items for the car show and we found 
out that they will give us 50% off of items we buy as 
door prizes for the car show and the meetings. 
 
We are required to give a door prize to the Concourse 
d’ Elegance and it was decided to purchase a gift at 
Griot’s that will cost $75.00 after the 50% discount. 
 
Darsie talked about t-shirts for the car show. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
Dan reported that his car is now working.  He had a 
problem with the fuel injection and Ray Mortensen 
fixed it for him. 
 
Hugh talked about Fenders and Fins shop in Woodin-
ville.  He said they do great body and restoration 
work. 
David Moise brought all of the historical things he had, 
which included photos, newsletters and ralley tour 
sheets.  It was fun to read some of the articles from 
older newsletters and to see the photos.  There was 
talk of how to organize and store all of the info. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm. 
 
DOOR PRIZES: 
An Interior Cleaning Kit was won by Lillian Yetter 
A bottle of leather care was won by Mary Zeitner 
Some chrome polish was won by Norm Smith 
A mirror was won by Hugh Thomas 
A magnet was won by Bob Yetter 

March Meeting Minutes~ 
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The Great Tool Kit Challenge 
By Bert Cripe 

 
Everyone, I hope, carries some tools and spare parts in their cars.  But do each of 
us actually have all the items we should carry?  And with the limited space and 
weight considerations of our cars, we don’t want to carry too much!  So what 
makes up the proper tool kit? 
 
The MG car club’s November-December 2008 newsletter had an interesting article 
about breakdowns, tool kits, and roadside repairs on pages 16-17.  Least you think 
I am inexperienced with Italian cars, I do realize that we seldom suffer from a 
breakdown - at least not with the frequency of those British cars!  (Just read that 
article.)  But why not be prepared none the less? 
 
So here is what I am suggesting.  Spend a few minutes to inventory your tool kit and those spares stashed 
about in the car.  Then reflect upon the years you have driven your car and those few times you had to help 
someone else with their problem (I am sure you yourself didn’t have one!).  What did it take to get going again 
and did you have what you needed - did another FENster help out?  I’m eternally grateful to Robin Bee for the 
two times he has saved my day! 
 
Alright, so maybe it isn’t so great, but it is a challenge none the less.  Write a list of tools and spares you think 
every well equipped Italian car enthusiast should carry.  Pass it along to me or better yet, bring it to a meeting 
(everyone submitting a list at a meeting will be given a very small gift).  After a month or two we’ll enlist a cou-
ple of members to go through the lists, consult with some experts, then present the ‘official FEN tools and 
spares’ list.  Anyone interested? 

FEN BOARD MEETING: 
Sunday, April 5th at 4:00 pm 

Any member  is welcome to come.  Only specific 
FEN club business will be covered.  

For RSVP or agenda, please contact Bert Cripe. 
Armondo's Café Italiano 

310 Wells Ave S 
Renton, WA 98057 

(425) 228-0759 
www.armondos.com 

FEN Meeting: 
Wednesday, April 1st 
Amante Pizza and Pasta 
4201 NE Sunset Blvd 
Renton, WA 98059 
(425) 271-8985 
 
Meeting starts at 7:30 & come early for dinner! 
 
http://www.amantepizzaandpasta.com 
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In 2003 Diana and I attended Mirafiori's Oregon event in 
the hills east of Ashland.  I-5 is the most direct route 
there, but who wants to drive a sports car that far on the 
freeway?  We also wanted to caravan to the event with 
some Bay Area BARF friends (http://barf.mirafiori.com/
index.html).  We decided to take as many back roads as 
possible from here to the Bay Area and back.  This article 
describes one leg of that trip ~2000 mile trip. 
 
The Lost Coast, at 25 miles, is the longest undeveloped 
stretch of California’s coastline with no paved access be-
tween its two ends.  It is flanked on the east by the King 
Range, the highest seaside mountains in the continental 
U.S.  It is located in Humboldt County on Cape Mendo-
cino, the western most point of land in California. 
 
The Mattole Road provides access to the Lost Coast from 
the north.  This road was selected by National Geo-
graphic as one of the thirty-six most scenic drives in the 
United States.  The route we took is an 80 mile ‘short cut’ 
between two points that are separated by about 27 miles 
on Highway 101. 
 
The route begins in the Victorian town of Ferndale, some 

14 miles south of Eureka.  Exit Highway 101 at the Fern-
dale exit and cross the Ell River on a reinforced-concrete 
bridge.  This bridge was one of the longest of its types in 
the world when built in 1911.  It is composed of seven 
180-foot long spans and is listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places.  Ferndale, at one time the center of a 
well-to-do dairy industry, had the nickname Cream City.  
It is now a commercial center for artists and craftsmen 

with many more shops and galleries than you might expect 
to find in such an out of the way spot. 
 
 
As you leave Ferndale the road ascends then meanders 
along a ridge where you have alternating views of forest 

and open range.  This portion of the route is slow going 
with narrow lanes and sharp turns.  You'll spend a lot of 
time in second and third gears. 
 
As you approach Capetown (really just an assemblage of 
farm buildings) the road descends to cross the Bear River.  
It ascends another ridge then drops down to the coast to 
provide a view of Sugarloaf Island and 323 foot tall Cape 
Rock.  This area is where three tectonic plates converge to 
create one of the most seismically active areas on the West 
Coast. 

The Lost Coast and the Mattole Road - California Highway 211 
   By Bert Cripe 
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The road skirts the ocean for about 5 miles then 
turns inland.  The climate changes from the fog and 
cool of the ocean to the warm, dry forest of the inte-
rior. 
 
You'll soon come to Petrolia, site of the first oil well 
in California back in 1865.  It is just a slight wide 
spot in the road.  Even though the road is well trav-
eled by tourists the locals will give the eye as you 
drive through town.  South of town you'll cross the 
Mattole River; a right turn on Lighthouse Road will 
take you to the trailhead for the Lost Coast beach 
hike.   

 
An abandoned lighthouse is three miles south along the beach.  If you stay on the 
main road you'll soon come to the village of Honeydew.  Continue through town to 
the junction of the Mattole and Wilder Ridge roads.  The Wilder Ridge road will 
take you to another junction this time with the road to Shelter Cove and the south 
end of the Lost Coast, but turn left to cross the Mattole River again on a one-lane 
bridge. 

 
 
 
 
The road will twist and turn on switchbacks to climb 2,744 feet 
to Panther Gap and enter Humboldt Redwoods State Park.  
Descending the other side you'll enter Bull Creek watershed 
and then the Rockefeller Forest of Coast Redwood trees. 
 
Soon you'll find yourself back at Highway 101 and the seem-
ingly lightening speed of the freeway.  While this detour adds 
a few hours to the trip to the Bay Area, it is well worth it to 
drive on some exciting roads with beautiful views of this area 
seemingly lost in time. 
 
 
 
 

“Even though the road is 
well traveled by tourists the 
locals will give the eye as 
you drive through town. “ 
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April 4th  
Tune-up Rally  
Norm Smith, 206-459-2663 
 

April 18th 

Detailing Work Party  

Dan & Soos Rian, 425-483-9765 

 

April 25th 

MG Tulip Rally 

mgcccnwc.com 

 

April 26th  

FEN All Italian car show 

XXX Drive Inn 

 
May (info to come) 
Run to the Gorge - Cancelled 
 
May 9th 
South East Poker Run 
Bert & Diana Cripe  

 
 

June 13th 
Whidbey Island Tour 
Bert & Diana Cripe  

 
June 27th 
Greenwood Car Show 
Bob Yetter 
www.greenwoodcarshow.com 
 
July 3 - 5 
Pacific NW Historics, Pacific Raceway, Kent, 
http://www.sovren.org  
 
July 11th 
Tour West 
Rex & Carrie Rice  
 
July 25th 
FEN Annual Club Picnic 
 
July 16 -19 th 
Mirafiori Oregon 2009 
www.mirafiori.com 
 
August 15th  
Northeast Tour  
Sharon Crosetto, sharon.crosetto@verizon.net 
 
September 6th 
Italian Concours d’Elegance  

2009 Calendar of Events 
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September (info to come) 
Run To The Sea - Cancelled 
 
September 11-13 th 
Yakima Wine Tour with MG Club  
Bob Gerttula 
 
September 19th 
Capital Tour 
Bert & Diana Cripe 
 
September 26-27th 

Festa Italiana, Seattle Center  
http://www.festaseattle.com  
 
October 4th 
Whine & Cheese Tour 
 
December 6th 
FEN Holiday party 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 FEN Club 

Meeting 

2 3 4  Tune Up 

Ralley 

5  FEN Board 

Meeting 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  Detail Work 

Party 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Tulip Ralley 

26 All Italian  

Car Show 

27 28 29 30   

April 2009 



 

Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest 

956 Maple Way 

Edmonds, WA 98020 

Could you be a star?   
We are looking for photos that could be used to 
promote the club in publications & parts catalogs.  
If you have some you want to be considered 
please let Bert know or bring photo’s to the regular 
meeting this coming Wednesday at Amantes in 
Renton.  
 

 

Note from the Editor… 

I’m sure by now you have noticed the new Newsletter format.  I hope you like it (and so will my 
computer after it has been spared the wrath of angry Darsie contemplating throwing it out the 
window).  I have a different program that will make it much easier for me to add your wonderful 
pictures & articles.  Enjoy!  


	The Journal of the Northwest’s Premier FIAT Club
	April 2008		
	Messaggio dal Presidente:
	Inside this issue:
	President:  Bert Cripe 360-731-8758, spiders@wavecable.com
	Secretary:  Diana Cripe 360-731-8768, dlcripe@wavecable.com                                                                                  
	Minutes of the March 10, 2009 meeting
	MEMBERS AND GUESTS:
	March Meeting Minutes~
	Page #
	Volume 18, Issue 4
	The Great Tool Kit Challenge
	By Bert Cripe
	Page #
	Volume 18, Issue 4
	Page #
	Volume 18, Issue 4
	Page #
	Volume 18, Issue 4
	2009 Calendar of Events
	Page #
	Volume 18, Issue 4


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


