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Happy New Year and welcome to 2009!

I hope everyone had a safe and wonderful holiday season
with your family and friends.  The club had another
wonderful holiday party last month!  I want to thank Mike
and Jackie for their hospitality and generosity by hosting the
party at their home again.

A new year is upon us and with it the opportunity to create
new beginnings.  With that in mind, I look forward to serving
as the new president of the club and offer my
congratulations to our other new officers: Vice President
Norm Smith, Treasurer Terry Zeitner, and Secretary Diana
Cripe.  Also, I welcome back Darsie Brown as newsletter
editor and Trent Wagner as webmaster.

I want to thank everyone who took the time to participate in
the questionnaire.  To those of you who chose not to do so, I
am sorry you didn’t-we honestly wanted your input!  The
questionnaire answers have been tallied and some of the
results are included here for your information, more to come
later.  As I said in the questionnaire cover letter, these
results will be used in planning the coming year’s activities
and helping to determine how the club will function.

At the January meeting, we will have several important
items to discuss.  Among them: our third All-Italian Car show,
the activities calendar for 2009, and my proposal for a
participation awards program.  (Please contact me if you
wish to add something to the agenda; however your agenda
items are also welcome during the meeting.)  Additionally in
this issue, you can read about two volunteer positions I want
to create.  If you are not already holding an office, please
consider one of these two opportunities to increase your
participation and provide a worthy service to the club.  Look
for the ‘Help Wanted’ section.

(Continued on Page 2…)
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(Continued from Page 1…)

It is my intention to hold one club sponsored driving event each month beginning in April
and continuing through October for a total of seven drives.  This will include a gimmick
rally, a poker run, and five simple tours.  We will vary the starting locations to provide
drives close to everyone at least once.  The details are not set at this time (except for
the Tune-up Rally-thanks Norm) and I welcome everyone’s input for locations, themes,
dates, destinations, etc.  We will take input from you at the January and February
meetings and firm up the calendar for the March newsletter.  If you have specific input
but cannot attend either meeting, please send me an email or give me a phone call.
Failing creative idea input from our members, I will resurrect some old theme drives from
years past to add variety to the mix.

Additionally, our calendar will reflect car related events hosted by other groups, such as
the MG tulip rally, Festa Italiana, Concours d’Elegance, and so forth.  There will be plenty
of opportunities to get your cars out this year and have some fun.

It is never too early to think about two of our annual non-driving activities, the July picnic
and the Holiday party.  Locations are always a consideration.  Perhaps we are up to a BBQ
competition at the picnic?

Tech sessions – many of you want them and so do I.  But tech sessions are much more
difficult to present than a driving event.  First the presenter should know something
about the subject!  I am sure many of you have some piece of knowledge or skill you can
share with the rest of us.  I am confident we will have at least two tech sessions this year
– I intend to present one in the fall.  Will anyone else step forward?  Several of you
indicated you might present one based upon your questionnaire answers.  You don’t have
to go it alone, we have talented, helpful previous presenters ready to assist you!  Please
let me know what you want to present and I’ll see that you get some help if you want it!

It is the time of year to ensure we have your correct contact information.  Look for the
update form in this issue of the newsletter and please help us by providing the requested
information.

And lastly, please always feel free to contact me if you have questions, suggestions, or
concerns about the club.

With your help and participation, I am confident we can have a wonderful, full year of
activities to satisfy our Fiat needs!

Ciao,

Bert Cripe
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PARTICIPATION AWARDS PROGRAM PROPOSALPARTICIPATION AWARDS PROGRAM PROPOSALPARTICIPATION AWARDS PROGRAM PROPOSALPARTICIPATION AWARDS PROGRAM PROPOSAL

The purpose of the program is two fold, first to encourage member participation in club
sanctioned events and activities and secondly to recognize members for participation and support
of club events and activities.  A secondary, long range goal is to increase membership.

This is the draft version of the Participation Awards Program proposal.  All parts of it are open to
discussion and revision.  I fully expect many comments and suggestions will be made about the
various parts.  This draft is the third version I have written during the past two months taking into
account suggestions made by various persons who have reviewed it.  Please approach this with an
open mind and remember that the goal is to encourage participation in order to make the club
better for all of us.  I will make a formal proposal at the January 2009 meeting, allowing for
additional comments during the month of January, and ask the membership to vote to adopt or
reject it at the February meeting.  One last point, Diana and I have decided not to participate in
the program for 2009, if it is adopted, so that we may focus on our goals of working to ensure
events are fully sponsored, supported, and carried to completion.

Definitions:

Member:  Individual or couple as noted in the club’s membership database.

Sanctioned Event:  Any event or activity that FEN has been approved and designated as such.
Normally expected to be directly related to the club, our cars, and driving or show events
whether or not sponsored by the club.

Authenticator:  A person designated by this program to sign a member’s score card to
authenticate participation in a sanctioned event/activity.  The authenticator is expected to have
been in attendance at the sanctioned event/activity to have witnessed the member’s
participation.  Other arrangements may be pre-arranged by agreement between a FEN officer and
the member(s).

Description:  Participation is voluntary.  Members earn points by participation in events and
activities sanctioned by the club according to a point schedule.  Participation includes such
actions as attending regular club meetings; display of a Fiat Auto Group automobile (Fiat, Lanica,
Lada, SEAT, etc.) at a car show; participation in a rally or tour; conducting a tech session; or
hosting a club event at members’ own home.  See point schedule below.

Participation score cards will be available at the March club meeting or mailed by request.
Participation score cards will be preprinted, listing all sanctioned events/activities for that
calendar year, blank spaces will be provided in case new events or activities are added during the
year, and spaces will be provided for authentication signatures.  It is the responsibility of the
members to maintain possession of their score cards, have points authenticated for sanctioned
events/activities in which they participate, and ensure their score cards are submitted for tallying
by the announced deadline.  Points will be tallied and the winner announced at the holiday party.

To authenticate participation, score cards will be signed by an Authenticator, usually a FEN
officer or the host/sponsor of the sanctioned event/activity.  In the case of non-FEN conducted
events/activities where an Authenticator is not expected to be present to observe participation,
authentication will be by a FEN officer based upon satisfactory completion of conditions in a pre-
arranged agreement between the FEN officer and the member(s) requesting authentication of
participation in that event.
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Awards:

Points are tallied and winner announced at the holiday party in December.
Decisions are final – there is no appeal process.
The award is based solely upon the total points accumulated by each member.

Proposed award:
The winner will have his/her/their name(s) placed on a perpetual plaque to be displayed at club
functions, plus…

The cost of participation in an event chosen by the winner from an approved list of events paid
from the club’s treasury.  (e.g. Run to the Sea, Run to the Gorge, or MG Wine weekend in Yakima)
Cost to include entry fee (if any), one evening meal for the team, and lodging for the team at the
organizer’s chosen location and rate.  It is expected that the winning team will submit a detailed
trip report to the newsletter editor for publication.

Point System:

Points are awarded to members using the following schedule:

Point Value Action to be completed
1 Attend the monthly club meeting, party, or picnic

1 Participate in a sanctioned event/activity   *

1 Write and submit an event report or an appropriate article to the newsletter
editor

2 Serve on a club committee, e.g. car show, nomination, etc.

3 Conduct a tech session

3 Host a club event at member’s home

3 Write and conduct a tour or rallye

5 Hold a FEN office or position

*  Member couples not allowed to participate separately in order to earn multiple points unless
each brings a separate car in the case of tours, rallies, and car shows, etc.

Note that overnight events have been specifically excluded in response to various reviewer
comments.

Examples of Possible Sanctioned Events:

The official list of sanctioned events would be determined at the time the club’s calendar of
yearly events is established, usually in January or February.

• FEN regular meeting, July picnic, and holiday party

• FEN regular tour, poker run, or gimmick rally

• FEN tech sessions

• MG car club Tulip rally

• Greenwood Car Show

• Pacific NW Historics car corral

• Italian Concourso

• Festa Italiana

Please look over and feel free to give any feedback at the January Meeting.



FEN Questionnaire Results for December 2008
 (46% Participation)

These are the feedback results from the mail in survey that was sent out last month.
The board will be reviewing the feedback at the next meeting so we can work on
improving membership & participation.  Thank you to all who took the time to fill this
out and mail it back.

Zero (0) represents least interesting or least agreeable and four (4) represents most
interesting or most agreeable.  N/A is for not applicable or when no answer was given
by the person submitting the questionnaire.  The sum of ‘Number of Answers’ and
‘Number of n/a’ equals the total number of questionnaires returned (32) for the
’multiple choice’ questions.

Score Number of

Answers

Number of

n/a

Question

3.19 31 1 Attending the monthly social/business meeting

3.16 31 1 Participating in a gimmick rally (as a driver or navigator)

3.07 29 3 Participating in a poker run (as a driver or navigator)

3.50 30 2 Participating in a simple tour (as a driver or navigator)

3.10 29 3 Informal, impromptu weekend drives

3.23 30 2 Weekend morning BS over breakfast, then an impromptu

drive

3.23 31 1 Weekend morning BS over breakfast, then an impromptu

tech session

3.45 29 3 Ending drives/outings at a restaurant/pub for food and

socializing

3.41 29 3 Participating in outings with other car clubs

2.75 28 4 Participating in overnight outings

3.16 31 1 Day drives to visit a car museum or other such place of

interest

3.03 30 2 Day drives to visit wineries/breweries/garden nursery/some

such place

1.92 26 6 I would like to learn how to organize a tour or rally

2.37 30 2 I am willing to help the organizer conduct a tour or rally

The next four questions relate to duration and time of day of drives

2.81 27 5 Long drives (over 75 miles in one day)

3.67 30 2 Shorter drives (less than 75 miles in one day)

1.29 28 4 Drives at night

3.87 31 1 Daylight drives

The next three questions relate to car shows

3.10 30 2 Attend as a spectator

3.00 29 3 Showing your car

2.25 28 4 As an organizer/staff member
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The next three questions relate to meeting locations

2.63 24 8 ‘I prefer a north end meeting location’

2.43 21 11 ‘I prefer a south end meeting location’

3.45 29 3 ‘The concept of alternating meeting locations is good’

The next five questions relate to technical areas

3.04 28 4 Working on your own car

2.75 28 4 Helping another member to work on his/her car

3.28 29 3 Attending a tech session

1.74 27 5 Presenting a tech session

2.29 28 4 Assisting with conducting a tech session

Yes No #

n/

a

The remaining questions are Yes or No

18 13 1 Have you ever participated in the MG car club Tulip Rally?

18 0 14 If Yes, overall did you enjoy it?

17 0 15 If Yes, would you do it again?

8 23 1 Have you ever participated in the Run to the Sea or Run to the Gorge?

8 0 24 If Yes, overall did you enjoy it?      Which of the two?

8 0 24 If Yes, would you do it again?

12 18 2 Have you ever participated in the MG car club Yakima Wine tour weekend?

12 0 20 If Yes, overall did you enjoy it?

11 1 20 If Yes, would you do it again?

26 2 4 Do you think FEN should conduct similar events periodically? (Every other year or

so?)

22 2 8 Would you be willing to speak at a meeting about your car, what you may have done

to it, or tell us about a drive you have taken (about 5 to 10 minutes in length)?



Time to Update Your Contact Information!

Periodically we request that members supply the following contact information to
insure our records are up to date.  This is especially necessary since the newsletter is
primarily distributed electronically.  We do not have the benefit of receiving change

of address notices from the post office, also phone numbers change as do email
addresses.

Feel free to provide this information by email to spiders@wavecable.com; at the
January meeting; or by regular mail to Bert Cripe, 2398 Jefferson Ave SE, Port

Orchard, 98366.

Name(s):
Street address:
City, St, Zip:
Email address(es):
Primary phone number:
Cell phone number(s):
Model/Year of Car:
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 Help WantedHelp WantedHelp WantedHelp Wanted

The following two important, much needed volunteer
positions (non-board members) will be available in

January.

First would be a person to gather as many route
driving instructions we can find and by a combination

of scanning and typing convert them into digital
format, preferably in MS Word.  This would be an
immense help when someone wants to create a new
rally, tour, etc.  A standardized format and file-

naming scheme would be created to aid in use and route
identification.  It is envisioned that eventually all
files would be downloadable at a website for all

members’ use.

The second person would be a
historian/librarian/archivist.  This person would be

responsible to maintain and make available the
collection of the club’s old documents and photos.
Anyone with old club related material should be
encouraged to donate it to the club.  This material

would also provide a source of filler material for the
newsletter and to commemorate events.

Please give these some thought and if interested
contact Bert Cripe



Contact Information:

President:                              Bert Cripe        360-731-8758, spiders@wavecable.com

Vice-President:                              Norm Smith     206-248-2596  or 206-459-2663

Treasurer/Membership:                             Terry Zeitner    425-640-2994, tmzeitner2@msn.com

Secretary:                              Diana Cripe      360-731-8768, dlcripe@wavecable.com

Newsletter Editor/Submissions:    Darsie Brown   425-652-7216, darsella@gmail.com

Web site:                                                            http://www.fiatnorthwest.org/

2009 Calendar of

Events- TBD

2009 Board Meeting

There will be a board meeting onThere will be a board meeting onThere will be a board meeting onThere will be a board meeting on
Saturday, January 10 at 10 a.m. atSaturday, January 10 at 10 a.m. atSaturday, January 10 at 10 a.m. atSaturday, January 10 at 10 a.m. at
the Rian's home in Kenmore. the Rian's home in Kenmore. the Rian's home in Kenmore. the Rian's home in Kenmore.  A A A Allllllll
FEN members are welcome toFEN members are welcome toFEN members are welcome toFEN members are welcome to
attend and provide comments &attend and provide comments &attend and provide comments &attend and provide comments &
feedback. feedback. feedback. feedback.  A car show committee A car show committee A car show committee A car show committee

meeting will also be held.meeting will also be held.meeting will also be held.meeting will also be held.

5523 NE 1955523 NE 1955523 NE 1955523 NE 195thththth Street Street Street Street
Kenmore, WA  98028Kenmore, WA  98028Kenmore, WA  98028Kenmore, WA  98028

at 425-483-9765, cell 206-795-5402at 425-483-9765, cell 206-795-5402at 425-483-9765, cell 206-795-5402at 425-483-9765, cell 206-795-5402

The meeting in January (1/7) will

be held at:

Mia Roma

7620 NE Bothell Way

Kenmore

(425) 486-6200

http://www.miaromaitalian.com

Until further notice, we will be

alternating meeting sites each

month.

Odd numbered months will be at

Mia Roma in Kenmore.

Even numbered months will be at

Amante in Renton.

February's meeting will be in

Renton

Meeting starts at 7:30.  Come

early for dinner.

Page 8


