
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Journal of the Northwest’s 
Premier Fiat Club 

 

   June 2008, Volume 17, Number 6 

Newsletter 

  
 
 
June (should) begin the summer months when we 
remember why we drive Fiats There are a couple of 
events on the calendar for mid-June.  Bob Yetter is also 
organizing a group for the Greenwood car show on the 
28th .  The Greenwood show and the Historics on July 4 
weekend will give us twice the reason to shine up our 
cars this month. 
 
The All British car club hosted a Run to the Gorge on May 
24th  .  A couple of us made the drive and dinner.  They 
do a very good job of organizing the drive and 
dinner/drawing afterward.  I would encourage you to 
consider it next year.  It provides an opportunity to see 
places you wouldn’t normally see. 
 
Make sure you keep July 12 open too.  It is the annual 
FEN picnic.  While I goofed on our holiday (vacation) 
schedule and the car show, I did remember that the 
Seattle to Portland bike ride was that same weekend.  
The board encouraged me to have a good time and left 
the date July 12. 
Hope to see you this month at one of the events.  
 
 
 
 

Ciao,  

 
Mike Wayte 
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May 2008 Meeting Minutes 
   

May 7, 2008 
 
President, Mike Wayte was absent. 
  
The FEN meeting was called to order at 7:30 by Vice President, Bob Yetter.  
 
Dan Rian gave the Treasurer’s report. FEN currently has 33 members for 2008, 18 for 2007, 2 temp 
and  8 comp for a total of 61 members. The club is solvent. 
 
New Member faces included Kristopher Erbracht, an enthusiastic non-Fiat car owner and Henri 
Morales, owner of a Fiat 500, landslide vote and trophy winner at the recent All-Italian Car show held 
in Issaquah. Just a little tidbit of information…Henri found this gem of a car while stationed in Italy 
during his tour of military duty.     
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Dan Rian addressed the All-Italian Car show stats. We had 39 advance registrations and Jet City 
Tuning was a vendor. Dan suggested the club purchase a second canopy to be used for future FEN 
events since the sales for registration, merchandise and the raffle generated more funds for the club 
and the ability to donate to the charity. 
 
Darsie Brown indicated the large Ferrari contingent at the car show generated a buzz with the 
Microsoft folks. She suggested maybe more trophies or unique prizes be made available for future 
events. Darsie still has 72 T-shirts available for purchase. Although only 19 were sold, Dan pointed 
out the shirts can be sold anytime since no dates were printed on them. 
 
Sooz Rian expressed her gratitude for our support to the LEO local Issaquah charity. Sooz gave a 
brief and heart rendering account of one of the LEO attendees at the car show.   Dan assured 
everyone the donation to the LEO charity will be very generous. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Various club members mentioned upcoming fun events such as the Rhody Tour hosted by Rex and 
Carrie Rice, Pacific NW Historics in Kent and Festa Italiano at the Seattle Center. Please refer to the 
FEN Newsletter 2008 Calendar of Events for more exciting details. 
 
Darsie suggested allowing a new budget of  $50.00-$100.00 for rally prizes. 
 
Changing of the Guards – Sooz Rian and Lilian Yetter have graciously accepted the FEN Club  
secretarial duties due to Diana Cripe’s conflicting schedule.  Sooz will handle the Southend and 
Lilian will take the Northend meetings. Thank you Diana for your dedication.  
 
The official FEN club meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM. 
 
Greenwood Car Show, June 28, 2008 
Guest Speaker – Brian Canfield from the Greenwood-Phinney Chamber of Commerce 
Brian suggested reserving 10 spots for a preferred a street show location @ $25.00 per entry. He 
mentioned new additions to the event including a celebrity DJ and live music. The show will run from 
10:00 AM-4:00 PM with pre-registration commencing at 9:00 AM. 
 
Bob Gertala happily spoke about his silver Fiat newly painted at the Everett Maaco. He may have the 
opportunity to display it at the upcoming Greenwood car show. 
 
Door prize winners: 
Brian Canfield – Red Fiat Blanket 
Rex Rice – Fiat magazine advertisements 
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Rhody Tour 2008 
 

 
A funny thing happened on the way to the foru. . .  .er ferry.  We left our house in 
Kenmore at around 7:30 in order to make the ferry to Edmonds.  We go over the 
Nike site hill towards Lake Forest Park for a short cut.  As we were gliding along 
with our top down, we ran into a very slow line of cars going about 25 in a 35 MPH 
zone.  The Acura in front was weaving very badly.   It was going from over the fog 
line to over the centerline constantly. A female driver was really having trouble 
keeping her car on the road.  We followed her into Edmonds, where she eventually 
drove home.  We were in contact with the police and they arrested her for DUI. 
Sooz told the officer that she thought the woman would blow a .026 and she blew 
a .025.(oh well, what’s one one-hundredth of a percent?) Anyway, in spite of all 
that and giving a statement to the police, we made it to the ferry on time and 
were one of the last ones aboard. The day was beautiful, though crisp.  The 
directions we received from the announcement were very clear (to us) and we 
made it to the visitor center (the meeting place) without incident. We were the 
first ones there. When Rex and Carrie arrived, they told us that David and Judy 
Moise were delayed because their ferry was the one that received the bomb 
threat and they had to leave their Fiat on the ferry and evacuate. Norm Smith 
then met us and we got a call from Sue and Dan Carson who were a little delayed 
and were driving up from Tacoma. We began the tour and met up again at the 
Nordlund store, where Judy and David caught up with us. These roads were all 
new to us and enjoyable. The day did not warm up as it was supposed to; 
therefore, our picnic on the beach was moved to picnic at Rex and Carrie Rice’s, 
where we warmed up a little. Carrie drove her SEAT 600 to the beach and is it 
ever cute. She led the tour to their house and at one time we were going 55 which 
is pretty fast for that little 600. The gimmick questions were fairly easy and the 
tour easy to follow (except where the road signs were missing). We voted to do 
this again next year with no changes. We didn’t visit Port Townsend at the end of 
our tour and opted to head home since it was a little later than expected.  We 
certainly hope more Fiats join us next time.  It’s a great drive!  Many thanks to 
Rex and Carrie for hosting this rally.  
 
 
 
 
- Dan and Sooz Rian 
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Liege and Brescia…two European cities relatively unknown to Americans, unless 
you are ‘certifiably car crazy’ and then only if you are an aficionado of the golden age 
of European racing and rallies.  What links these two small cities to the world of 
motor sports?  Brescia is famous for being the starting and ending point of the 
world’s most famous road race, the Mille Miglia.  And what links it to Liege, and of 
interest to us, is a rather obscure race held only once in July of 1958. 
 
The Liege-Brescia-Liege endurance rally was a tough, grueling event.  Imagine 
driving non-stop from Belgium, through Germany, over the Austrian Alps and 
Dolomites into the old Yugoslavia and on to Brescia for a distance of about 1000 
miles.  Then turn around and return to Liege for a total distance of about 2000 miles!  
And do it in a microcar with an engine displacement of no more than 500cc (the 
smallest was 250cc).  In 1958 36 cars entered the race and only 13 finished (a total of 
7 Fiat 500s were entered).  The total engine displacement of the 13 finishing cars was 
less than that of a typical American car of the day.  Thirteen cars transport 26 adults 
2000 miles in three nights and two days!  Other makes of cars in the event included 
the BMW Isetta, Messerchmitt, Citroen 2CV, Lloyd, Isard, Panhard, Vespa and 
Meadows Frisky, whatever those may have been! 
 
This July the event will be repeated, but with a few changes.  It will not be an all out 
race, but rather a leisurely 10 day tour of the route, with sightseeing stops, and 
consist of several classes of small cars.  Over 75 entries have been received as of 
this past April.  Just as in the original event, one of the purposes is to demonstrate 
that small displacement cars are an ideal way to drive long distances across Europe 
 
Fiat will return with the new 500 and in what is perhaps an example of marketing 
genius they will provide a transporter vehicle full of new 500s.  If any vintage 
automobile breaks down and is not readily repairable, a new 500 will be loaned to the 
team so that they may continue on the rally!  I’ll provide an update and report on the 
outcome of the end in a future edition of the newsletter. 
 
So of the 13 cars that finished the 1958 event how did Fiat do?  All seven Fiats 
finished and took 1st, 2nd, 4th, 6th, 7th, 9th, and 13th!  Something to be proud of indeed! 
 
 

 
- Submitted by Bert Cripe 
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2008 Historics at Pacific Raceways July 4 thru 

July 6, 2008 
 
 
 

 
 

There will be approximately 250 race cars, 1969 and older at the Northwest 
Historic races this year. The featured marquee this year is Porsche. The 

historic Trans-Am group will be making an appearance.  Al Unser Sr. will be 
the guest celebrity. 

 
Ticket prices for the Historics are $25 for one day for car and driver and $40 
for the 3 day weekend. Adult Passenger is $25.  Car Corral entry includes a 

dash plaque, a goody bag, program, eligibility for trophies for cars in various 
categories, and possible raffle prizes. 

 
Parade laps on the track are a highlight of the day, so make sure you let the 
officials know if you have any leaks which may endanger the track (sure we 

will). Some years we get 2 or 3 laps. One year we had none. (time 
constraint) 

 
Our club attends on Saturday only. 

We need to register as a club to get the above rate and pre-registration is 
required  by June 15th. There is a maximum of only 20 cars per club, and we 

anticipate it filling up fast. There are only a limited number of tickets 
available. The car corral has a 250 car limit. They only want one registration 

form filled out per club. 
 

All proceeds go to support Children’s Hospital. This event is sponsored by 
SOVREN. (Sovren.org.) For more info go to the sovren website. 

 
Please contact our treasurer Dan Rian, ASAP if you intend to go so that he 

can reserve space in time. 
 
 
 

dsrian@verizon.net 
425-483-9765 
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Top Ten Reasons It’s Time for a New Convertible Top 
 
 

 
#10 Calling your convertible a “ragtop” is more reality 
than slang. 
 
#9 You’re cruising down the highway with the wind in your 

hair and the warm sun on your shoulders--- with the 
TOP UP!  

 
#8 You couldn’t see or hear the police cruiser---you know, 

the one with the flashing lights that’s been behind you 
for the last 3 miles. 
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Annual Run to the Gorge with the Jaguar club. 
 
As we drove to Fife where the run begins, Mt. Rainier was visible in all her glory; even the 
foothills could be seen.   It was going to be another beautiful day for a run!  Arnie likes to 

call this ‘rally non-fat’ because it is only mileage and time, no gimmick questions. 

When we arrived, it was great to see Arnie Taub (the organizer) and Guy, his right-hand-

man.  We finally located 10 year old Ashley, who has been attending this rally since she 

was 3.  The last few years she has been a big help in the raffle drawing, as well as 

entertaining us with her darling personality.  There were not as many cars as usual, (60+) 

more like 40-45 this year.  We recognized some of the people we have seen other years. 

Though it was a little chilly, we started off with our top down and by the time we got to 
Eatonville, it was 67 degrees, beautiful blue sky with fluffy white clouds standing sentinel 

at either end.  As we turned at Salkum, we saw an eagles nest which Dan remembered 

from before.  In Toutle, gas was $4.05 a gallon and we noticed a ‘Starducks’ espresso 

stand.  As we rambled along, the sun would pop in and out.  We stopped at the Mt. St. 

Helen’s visitor center, which is approximately 30 miles from the summit.  I couldn’t help 

but notice how far away the mountain seemed and thought of a childhood friend and his 

wife and 2 children who were killed when St. Helen’s blew, thinking they were safe because 

they were 25 miles away from the summit.  Rain started to plop plop, so we put the top up 
for a minute.  Our Pres, Mike W., kept his down and just out ran the rain.  As we arrived in 

Kelso, it was 76 and still raining.  Dan bought gas and we ended up only using 5 gallons from 

Tacoma.  All the way down old 99, we followed a dump truck, which kept riding on the 

shoulder, spraying rocks and gravel at us.  In Woodland, we lost the dump truck and we put 

the top down again.  We saw Mommy and Daddy hawk (or falcon), giving soaring lessons to 

3 of their off spring.  From SR 503 @ Woodland, a trail of us got stuck behind a boat 

being trailer which kept all of our speed down (of course we wouldn’t speed otherwise!)  
We outran the rain again as we approached Yale Lake and the BIG DAM.  A sign by the 

side of the roadway concerned me a little.  It said “Caution!  A sudden release of water 

may occur without warning” (What??) 

As we traveled above Cougar, there was snow beside the roadway.  At the drivers’ 

meeting, Arnie had told us he called the DOT to see if the road to the backside of St. 

Helens was open and they just laughed at him, so we had to take a different route.  They 

said there was at least 20 foot of snow over the road.   It was a beautiful drive over 

national forest service roads and reminded us of the drive through Lassen National Forest 
in California.  Suddenly, there was 6-8 feet of snow piled at the edge of the clear roadway 

and we felt like we had walked into a refrigerator.  We only had t-shirts on and the top 

was down.  Lots of made-for-Fiat roads and switchbacks that was so fun for a driver.  We 

saw a huge carcass, probably elk and someone or something had been eating off it.  

Roadkill runs large in the hills, we guess.  On 14W at Carson, suddenly there was a gigantic 

black storm cell overhead.  Could we outrun it?  We got hit with one gigantic big splat, and 

that was it and the sun came out again.  We spotted a family of deer (mother and 2 

teenagers), who took no notice of us.  We had a fun time playing tag off and on with a 
black Lotus and Mike and his wife in their MR2.  (continued on page 9) 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

F.E.N Merchandise    

We’d like to sell the rest of the merchandise on hand.  Let us know what 

you are interested in by email, dsrian@verizon.net or phone, 425-483-

9765, and we’ll arrange to get it to you either at the next monthly 

meeting or event.  Here is the list of what is available: 

 

Red                           XL, L  $40 

Red Lap Robes              $12 

Car Show Shirts        SM,M,L,Xl,XXL $10 

 

Thanks, 

 

Dan Rian, Treasurer/Membership Chair. 

               
Don’t forget! The next meeting on June 4th  will be held at: 

 
Amante Pizza & Pasta 
4201 Ne Sunset Blvd  

Renton, WA 98059 
425-271-8985 

 

Page 9 

(continued from page 8)  As we approached Hood River, we noticed there was not much wind, 

thus, no windsurfers and 77 degrees. The wind we noticed was very slight and paralleling the 

river, not crossing it.    

In Hood River we enjoyed a great dinner and an entertaining raffle drawing before we slunk 
off to a welcome bed.  Poor Mike Wayte, our president, decided to drive back to Seattle 

after our dinner.  He didn’t get home until 12:45AM (I really don’t think I could do that).  

The more we do this run, the more fun it is.  It is too bad more of our club doesn’t come.  

We know that Norm would have loved it so we will show him the route.  Until next time, Dan 

and Sooz Rian. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Information: 

President                                       Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 

Vice-President                                       Bob Yetter, 206-782-2832, rlyetter@seanet.com 

Secretary                                       Diana Cripe, 360-895-8213, dlcripe@wavecable.com 

Treasurer/Membership                                     Dan Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor/Submissions            Darsie Brown, 425-652-7216, darsella@gmail.com 

                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 
June 15th 
Italian Car, Bicycle and Motorcycle Vancouver 
B.C. Trent Wagner, trent@sickchilly.com 
 

June 14th & 15th 
Maryhill Hill Climb (SOV)  
http://www.sovren.org or Norm Smith: 206-
459-2663 
 
June 28th 
Greenwood Ave Car Show (10-4) $25 
Sign up ASAP with Dan Rian, 
dsrian@verizon.net 
 
July 4th thru 6th 
Pacific NW Historics, Pacific Raceway, Kent, 
http://www.sovren.org , sign up with Dan 
Rian, dsrian@verizon.net 
 
July 12th 
FEN Annual Club Picnic 
Norm Smith, 206-459-2663  
 
July 17th thru 20th  
Mirafiori Oregon 
Oregon@mirafiori.com 
 
August ?? 
Weekend Rally  
 
August 9th   
Whidbey Island Tour/picnic 
Bert & Diana Cripe, 360-731-8758 
 
 

 

 
August 31st 
Italian Concours d’Elegance  
http://www.italianconcours.com , Sign up with 
Dan Rian, dsrian@verizon.net 
 
 
September 13th & 14th 
Run To The Sea, All British car club, abfm.com. 
Dan Rian, 425-483-9765 
 
September ??  
Yakima Wine Tour with MG Club, Bob Gerttula, 
425-483-1701 
 
September 27th & 28th 

Festa Italiana, Seattle Center  
http://www.festaseattle.com , Dan Rian 
dsrian@verizon.net , 425-483-9765  
 
December 7th  
FEN Holiday party, Hosted by Mike Wayte & 
Jackie Baker, 206-932-7479 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2008 Calendar of 
Events 
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