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The F d 
put together the program for 2008.  Most of the 
activities are “participation” events, i.e., you 
want to participate?  You go to it.  These include 
Tech sessions and rally’s.  One exception is the 
FEN sponsored First Italian car show of the year, 
AKA, All Italian Car show at XXX Drive-in in 
Issaquah on 26 April 2008.  Last year Bert Cripe 
and a dedicated group of FERers put together a 
great show.  BUT a repeat of our success can 
only happen if we all jump in and get involved.  
Part of your involvement in FEN is because you 
like your Italian machines. This includes hosting 
some of the big guys in the Italian Automotive 
World.  I am asking you to volunteer to help out 
in a show that drew a large number of high-end 
cars and many plaudits for the show’s driving 
force, Bert Cripe. 
Let’s do it again in 2008!  Get in touch with Bert 
or one of the board members.  We need your 
help. Your participation will make you a stronger 
member of FEN. 
 
 
 
 
Ciao, 
 
Mike Wayte 
  

EN Board got together on 29 January an
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 FIRST ANNUAL F.E.N 

CHILI COOK-OFF  
 

Best Chili by popular choice- 1st Place: Darsie Brown/Soos Rian (tied) 
 

Best Salad by popular choice: 1st Place: Soos Rian 
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16 people attended the 1st 
annual FEN Chili and Salad 
Cook-off, held on Jan 19th at the 
home of Bob and Marianne 
Gerttula, in Woodinville.   
 
There were 5 chilis and 4 salads 
to taste & vote on.  Every kind of 
chili recipe was represented 
along with cornbread & dessert.  
The competition was pretty fierce 
(and so was Doug’s breath 
afterwards); from Mike’s “Texas 
Style” to steak & corn - it was all 
there.  As I tried to gauge the 
reaction to what I had brought, 
my own recipe of “healthy” chili, I 
thought I had NO chance of 
winning, no way!  I was very 
surprised that I ended up tying 
with Soos.  Since she had also 
won the prize for best salad, she 
graciously let me have the chili 
trophy, which was constructed 
from an old pot.  I love it and it’s 
proudly displayed in my kitchen.  
What a great idea!  
 
We then had a mini tour of Bob’s 
garage, where he had his two 
show cars – an MG and a Fiat 
Spider, followed by a tour of the 
other garage, where he had a few 
more car-related projects to 
check out.   
 
 I will send the winning recipes to 
the BS list or post them in a later 
issue.  I realized that I don’t even 
have a recipe for mine; it seems 
to vary along the way, but my 
secret must be the Italian Roma 
tomatoes.  Soos said her secret 
was simmering it for several 
days.  
 
Isn’t that what a chili cook-off is 
supposed to be about?  Good 
company, secret recipes…and 
beer. 
 

- Darsie Brown 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 

This relay is no race  Tech Session details 
By David Moise 
 
But it is a chance to make your ride go fast at night; at least with better and more dependable 
headlights!  Come join Greg Smith to learn how to install a headlight relay kit in your Fiat or Lancia.  
Be ready for basic wiring 101 plus good grub and good humor at our first technical session of 2008. 
  
It all happens:  Saturday, February 9, starting at 10am, at Judy and David Moise’s house in 
Wallingford (3714 Burke Ave. N., 4 blocks North of Gasworks Park and one block East of 
Wallingford Ave.). Call David at 206.719.3186 with any questions. 
  
Greg will come equipped with prepared kits for 10 fortunate Fiat fans; all those who contacted David 
in advance.  Kits will cost $35 and will include the relay, relay harness, fuse holder, wiring and 
connectors.  He will demonstrate on David’s Fiat Spider and then assist others to install the kit as time 
and space allow.  Weather permitting there is enough space to work on one or two cars indoors, plus 2 
or more in the driveway.  We will take turns, and of course include time to enjoy some pizza and 
refreshments as we go along. 
  
Please join us, with or without your car.  Even if tech talk doesn’t “light up your life” you can hang out, 
visit and have a good time! 
  
Why install headlight relays in your Fiat?  Headlight switches on most modern vehicles utilize a relay 
system that puts the voltage straight from your battery to the headlight as opposed to running it 
through the switch.  The Fiat suffers from low power to the headlights as it is absorbed during its 
circuitous path to the lights and they also suffer from high failure (melt down) of the headlight switch.  
This simple relay kit is the remedy. 
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Editor’s note:  Greg will be doing a followup and “how to” article in the next Newsletter for those who 
cannot attend the Tech Session.   

 

 
 

Image from: users.chartertn.net/jseabolt/relays.jpg  (who also has a lot of other great electrical help & tips)  
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Fiat Featured in Macy’s Christmas Catalog 
By David Moise 

 
Thanks to the good Seattle contacts and keen attention of long-time FEN member 
Mary Zeitner, we were lucky enough to have our Fiat Spider included in this season’s 
Macy’s NW Christmas Catalog.   If yours has not already gone to the recycle bin, take 
a look on pages 47 and 53 for the shiny red evidence!   No, it was not snowing in 
Seattle in September, but yes, the car did look pretty sharp after its first detail job.  
And the car on the cover is another Photoshop chop job; combining a VW beetle and 
Austin Healy with more of that generic snow.   
 
Mary had sent out a FEN BS email mentioning that a contact at Macy’s was looking 
for a red sports car for a catalog shoot.   I responded quickly and within a week and 
found myself on a Friday morning working remotely on a laptop from a sunny lawn in 
Seward Park.  While I worked and watched (and moved the car many times) multiple 
models, photographers and assistants fussed over the scene.  It was enjoyable to 
watch the process and chat with the crew, although as many of you may know, it’s a 
tedious process.  They even paid me $200 and provided lunch; all around an 
interesting experience. 
 
The photos show how many people are involved in this kind of production. They flew 
in one of the models from New York.  The whole process took about 6 hours, and 
from that they used a total of 2 photos.  Wow!  This must be a lot like working in 
television advertising or movie production. Thanks to Mary for the tip, to Paul 
Melrose of Renton for the great detail job (I’m happy to recommend him) and to 
Macy’s for including a Fiat in their catalog! 
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Story by Michael Bayer 
Photography by Ken Visser  

Part Two- The Body 

As we have seen in Part 1 of the Fiat Dino Spider the stunning Pininfarina body was used 
for both the 2.0 Liter and the 2.4 Liter Fiat Dino Spiders. The overwhelming factor in 
either case is the body--prone to rust, as were most steel Italian bodies of the era, but no 
doubt one of the finest designs to have left the PF drawing boards in the 1960s. (ed.) 

I have always loved Pininfarina designs, and aspired to someday own a 275GTS, but then I 
saw a 275GTS parked near a Fiat Dino Spider and a 124 Spider. The contrast was 
surprising, not at all what I had expected. The 275GTS looked more like the 124 Fiat 
Spider, the Dino like nothing else; it was enchanting, a perfect blend of sensual lines and 
aggressive snarl.  

Aside from the V6 engine, for the later cars there was a further link to Ferrari. All three 2.4 
liter cars (Fiat and Ferrari) were assembled at the Maranello factory. In July of 1969 the 
daily factory output was 15 Dino spiders and Coupes, 3 Ferrari Dinos, 3 Daytonas and 3 
365GTs. The Ferrari output was so low because those bodies were finished at the plant 
(wiring, interior and instruments) whereas the Fiat bodies came from Pininfarina and 
Bertone completely finished, a practice Fiat intended to apply to subsequent Ferrari 
production cars.  

 

http://velocetoday.com/cars/cars_140.php
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Our 2.4 Dino Spider was to be a surprise birthday present for my wife Barbara. I really wanted a 
2.4 liter car as they were built in the Ferrari factory aside its 246 siblings, with independent rear 
suspension, a ZF transmission and several other improvements. I was surprised how scarce they 
were. Most of those survivors are in Europe, and those in the US are tightly held by collectors.  
 

 
 
As best as I can tell, our Spider was the second on the U.S. market in about three years. I found 
the car about an hour outside of New York City, in a private collection. This car had been 
featured on a car calendar after its full up restoration of the body and interior, but the motor had 
a host of issues, as it had been driven but a few hundred miles over the previous 10 years. I have 
about completed the engine work, and have moved to the "tweaking" stage, getting all the little 
bits right, such as a proper vintage radio, etc. 
 
The Pininfarina Fiat Spider could be ordered with a very nice hardtop. Rare to begin 
with, these PF tops are almost impossible to find today.   
 

 
 
The Dino is very tractable in town and on the open road it is amazing to speed, the engine 
sounds at 7000 RPM are wonderful, and its as fast as my Ferrari 330. Nearly every passing car 
stares. In and about town, people walk out in the street to ask what it is. The trunk holds a lot, 
the dogs fit on the back bench seat, the wind noise with the top down is minimal. All in all, it's 
one terrific car. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s note: Very special thanks to Veloce Today:  www.velocetoday.com  for permission to 
republish this article.   

http://www.velocetoday.com/
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F.E.N Merchandise  

  
We’d like to sell the rest of the merchandise on hand.  Let us know what 
you are interested in by email, dsrian@verizon.net or phone, 425-483-
9765, and we’ll arrange to get it to you either at the next monthly 
meeting or event.  Here is the list of what is available: 
 
Red or Black Fleece Coat      XL, L  $40 
Red Lap Robes              $12 
 
Thanks, 
 
Dan Rian, Treasurer/Membership Chair. 
 

2008 Membership Dues  
 

The board has decided again to keep the dues at $25 per year. They have not 
changed since the formation of our club, 17 years ago. We are able to do this 
because we are not spending for copying and postage on the newsletter by 
having it available online to our members. Unpaid members will not have 
access to the newsletter after March. You can pay online via PayPal through 

our website, www.fiatnorthwest.org, or mail a check to: 

 

Dan Rian, Treasurer 
5523 NE 195th Street 
Kenmore, WA  98028 

 
Any questions you can email Dan at dsrian@verizon.net or  

 at 4254839765, cell 2067955402 

               
Don’t forget - the next meeting on February 6th will be held at: 

 
Amante Pizza & Pasta 
4201 NE Sunset Blvd. 

Renton, Wa 98059 
(425)-271-8985 
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February 9th 
Headlight tech session  
David Moise,3714 Burke Ave North, Seattle, 
cell 206-719-3186 
 
April 12th  
Tune-up Rally  
Norm Smith, 206-459-2663 
 
April 26th  
MG Tulip Rally 
mgcccnwc.com 
 
April 27th 

FEN All Italian car show 
XXX Drive Inn, fiatnorthwest.org, Bert Cripe,  
360-731-8758, spiders@wavecable.com 
 
May 24th & 25th 
Run to the Gorge 
All British car club, abfm.com, Dan Rian, 425-
483-9765 
 
June 15th 
Italian Car, Bicycle and Motorcycle Vancouver 
B.C. Trent Wagner, trent@sickchilly.com 
 
June 14th & 15th 
Maryhill Hill Climb (SOV)  
http://www.sovren.org or Norm Smith: 206-
459-2663 
 
July 4th thru 6th 
Pacific NW Historics, Pacific Raceway, Kent, 
http://www.sovren.org , sign up with Dan 
Rian, dsrian@verizon.net 
 
 
 

July 12th 
FEN Annual Club Picnic 
Norm Smith, 206-459-2663  
 
July 17th thru 20th  
Mirafiori Oregon 
Oregon@mirafiori.com 
 
August ?? 
Weekend Rally  
 
August 9th   
Whidbey Island Tour/picnic 
Bert & Diana Cripe, 360-731-8758 
 
August 31st 
Italian Concours d’Elegance  
http://www.italianconcours.com , Sign up with 
Dan Rian, dsrian@verizon.net 
 
September 13th & 14th 
Run To The Sea, All British car club, abfm.com. 
Dan Rian, 425-483-9765 
 
September ??  
Yakima Wine Tour with MG Club, Bob Gerttula, 
425-483-1701 
 
September 27th & 28th 

Festa Italiana, Seattle Center  
http://www.festaseattle.com , Dan Rian 
dsrian@verizon.net , 425-483-9765  
 
December 7th  
FEN Holiday party, Hosted by Mike Wayte & 
Jackie Baker, 206-932-7479 
 

 
 

2008 Calendar of 
Events

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Information:  
 
 President                                       Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 

Vice-President                                       Bob Yetter, 206-782-2832, rlyetter@seanet.com 
Secretary                                       Diana Cripe, 360-895-8213, dlcripe@wavecable.com 
Treasurer/Membership                                     Dan Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@verizon.net 
Newsletter Editor/Submissions            Darsie Brown, 425-652-7216, darsella@comcast.net 
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