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FEN Newsletter 
The  J o urnal  o f  the  No rthw e s t’ s  Pre m ie r Fiat Club  

Turning the calendar page to October reminds us that top down 
days are almost over for several months.  September provided lots 
of perfect top down weather including the weekend of September 
21 - 23 for a couple of FEN members who participated in the MG 
Yakima Wine Tour.  The weather wasn’t quite as cooperative the 
weekend of September 29 & 30 for the Festa Italiana at the Seattle 
Center. 
 
We know that Dan & Sooz didn’t win the Spider competition in 
Texas but I, at least don’t have any insight into what happened.  I 
asked the Texas folks for some info and am still waiting for it.  I did 
get a couple of Emails from D&S, the latest on Saturday afternoon 
from San Diego. They are having connectivity problems and didn’t 
write about the event, other than talk about the great hotel they were 
staying at ‘gratis’.  The final event of note was Gary Reed selling his 
Spider.  The bad thing is Gary no longer has a FIAT.  The good thing 
is the car is going home to Italy. 
 
  The trip to Yakima was a real pleasure.  The weather was good 
and the people very friendly.  There were some 35 carloads of folks 
that participated—two were FIATS,one was a Honda FIAT and the 
Gerttulas, who drove their MG.  We spent two nights at the Clarion 
Hotel and Conference Center in Yakima.  Good food, good drinks 
and very good company!  My weekend mileage was 536 miles. 
 
As I look over what was in my note from last year I see where a 
change in meeting location was a hot topic. We are now alternating 
meeting locations to the North (Bothell) and South (Renton).  There 
is a core at both locations but we also have North enders and South 
Enders. Norm Smith has suggested still another alternative.  I am 
delinquent in checking it out.  
  
I have some airline miles that are expiring soon so I am burning 
some the first and second weeks of October.  Bob Yetter will be the 
MC on Wednesday, October 3 at Amante’s. 
 
Elections are also coming up.  Interested in an office or changing 
things?  Put your name in the hopper.  In the mean time, hope you 
can make it to Amante’s  on October 3.  Come early for dinner and 
conversation. 
 
Ciao, Mike Wayte 
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HELP FEN! 
 
Due to time and various 
other constraints I can’t 
continue serving as your 
newsletter editor. 
 
If you have any interest in 
becoming our newsletter 
editor, please contact one 
of the club officers asap…  
 
Thanks, 
Gregory 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F.E.N. Meeting minutes September 5, 2007 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Mike 
Wayte. Meeting was held at Mia Roma in 
Kenmore. New faces were Tony Grasso and Mark 
Gleason. Old friend Alan Murray was present also. 
( sorry about that “old”,  Alan ). 
 
There were no announcements. Dan Rian spoke 
briefly about his correspondence from Fiat 
America and the thank you from the charity we 
donated to after our car show. 
Dan also reported that we are solvent.  
 
Old Business was mentioned with 3 club members 
being the top three winners of the 
Fiat Division at the Concorso Italiano held 
September 2 at the Des Moines Marina. 
Our winners were; Don  & Cheryl Wengard for 
their darling 1967   850, Dan & Suzanne Rian took 
2nd for their 82 124 Spider, Guissepe, and, Darcie 
Brown  for her anniversary edition, 1981 LE.  
 
Dan gave a report on the progress toward entering 
the Best Fiat Challenge contest in Texas. On 
Sunday, August 26, about 12 people showed up to 
help us with our car. It was unbelievable. Things 
were taken off, scrubbed, put back on, etc. 
He has never looked so good. We think he’s ready 
for the show. The car left for Texas on Friday, 
September 7th.  We will be flying down on the 20th 
to join Jerry Lee Phillips and the others. Trent is 
driving down and may beat us. It will be fun. We 
plan on driving back via the southern route to San 
Diego and then up the coast. We figure 2 weeks 
on the return trip. We hope to publish a journal of 
our trip on the internet while we’re gone. 
 
The Sept. 15 wine tour was discussed. Rex and 
Carrie Rice are leading this tour. We had no 
further information. 
 
Sept. 21-23 MG wine Tour and overnight in 
Yakima was discussed. Sounds like fun. Bob and 
Marianne Gerttula are coordinating the event. 
We’re meeting at the North Bend Factory Outlet 
Mall at 9:30 a.m. on the 21st. About 6-8 couples 
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going. 
 
Sept. 29 Festa Italiana at the Seattle Center. 
Car show with lots of fun Italian things going 
on, vendors, food booths, cooking 
demonstrations and much, much more! Let 
Mike Wayte know if you plan to attend so he 
can arrange for your drive into the Seattle 
Center area where are cars are parked. (Itís 
near the fountain and the old flag pavilion). 
 
Guest speaker was Bill Smallwood of 
American Mutual Insurance Services, LLC. 
He insures collector cars through Haggerty 
mainly, but as a broker, has other companies 
to go through if your peramaters donít fall 
within Haggertyís. He explained the many 
myths we have believed; i.e., agreed value v. 
stated value, mileage limit v. pleasure driving, 
etc.. He pointed out the advantages of 
insuring your collector car through a company 
which  specializes in them. His phone 
number is 425-481-4243 ext. 108.  
 
Dan & Sooz Rian for Secretary, Diana Cripe. 
 
 
 
 

 
Our many thanks to all those who helped us 
get ìGuiseppeî ready for his trip to Texas. 
Everyone worked very hard.  We began 
about 12:30 and ended at around 6:00 p.m. 
The weather was perfect. 
But he really sparkles! Many things were 
cleaned or painted that we would never have 
thought of. Fortunately, no one got more than 
a few ëdingsí here and there.  We didnít think 
pizza was substantial enough, so we cooked 
up a big pot of spaghetti and that 
disappeared just fine, along with garlic bread 
and salad. Thanks again so much! We really 
appreciate it. 
 
Dan & Suzanne 

  

  

  



 
 
 

Recent Events: M.G. Car Club Wine Tour Weekend 
 
We met at the Factory Outlet stores in North Bend.  Drove up in our 2000 Honda CRV and were 
greeted right away by a member of the MG car club.  Everyone was so welcoming.  The drive did 
not include step-by-step directions, but what they called the "Dusty Turnout".  It was different: In 
this way of doing things, there is a lead car and a designated end car.  Whenever the lead car 
makes a turn, the SECOND car moves off the road and signals which way for the others to turn, 
then the second car moves just in front of the end car. 
 
We took Hwy 90 to Hwy 10 and into Ellensburg.  Ate lunch at the Red Horse drive-in at Ellensburg.  
It is a great place.  It had auto memorabilia in the manner of the XXX Root Beer Drive-in.  The food 
was great and we had a very good time. 
 
From there we took the Canyon Rd along the Yakima River into Yakima.  Some rooms were not 
ready, including ours, but that gave us the time to mill around with people out in the parking lot.  
Around 4:30 the hotel had root beer floats for us.  Yummy.  We had cocktails at 5:30 and some of 
us sat outside where it was very pleasant.  There were about 6 tables, each seating about 10 in 
the banquet room and most all of them were full. We had a nice dinner of salmon and chicken.  
One of the MG car club members stood up and thanked Pauline and Bill, who arranged 
everything.  Bob Yetter also thanked them for inviting our club and how nice everyone is.  
Afterwards we spoke to some other MG members and found things in common to discuss. 
 
Saturday morning was somewhat cool and overcast.  The driver's meeting began about 8:30 am 
and then we left for the wine tour.  One big difference between the MG folks and we Italian car 
owners is in our respective driving styles.  While we drive with gusto, they poke along at a snail's 
pace!  Not very safe to drive 10-20 mph below the posted speed limit on a rural state highway with 
big rig trucks trying to make a living! 
 
We, meaning the Italian afficionados, were somewhat bored with the wineries on the itinerary.  
With the blessing of the event organizer, we split off to have lunch at El Caporal, a very good 
Mexican restaurant in Prosser recommended to us by the Hinzerling Winery staff.  We then 
headed over to the Hightower, Fidelitas, and Kiona operations.  Yes, you can get a decent wine for 
under $10 and that is what most of us can afford on a daily basis.  But there really is a difference 
and the high priced offerings are truly worth it when you find the right ones!  I splurged and spent 
several days' of wine allowance on a very nice red wine! 
 
A large group of Vespas swarmed about us while at Fidelitas.  Perhaps 35-40 scooters-they came 
from Portland, Seattle, and Spokane, some riding the distance-some trailering.  A much younger 
and different crowd than we Fiatisti, indeed!  But like all vehicle enthusiasts they were happy to 
talk about their machines. 
 
Saturday evening's meal was prepared by Zesta Cucina, an Italian restaurant in Yakima.  Dinner 
was quite good and this should be a place to visit on your next trip to Yakima.  Since we were a  
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very large group, seating had been arranged in a vacant upstairs area of the small mall-like former 
warehouse.  The Fiat table received excellent service.  It was simple dumb luck that we had a 
novice waiter, recruited from the lounge, who was told to only wait on our table due to his 
inexperience!  He was very personable, prompt, and did a good job. 
 
The next day at breakfast we were told that some of the MG folks wondered why we had such 
good service (while theirs was less prompt)-was it because of our Italian connection or did we 
bribe the staff? 
 
Sunday morning's weather was much better.  After breakfast, checking out and the usual good-
byes, the Western Washington group headed out for the drive home.  We followed part of the 
same route that was Bob Yetter's route into Yakima on our 2006 trip.  That being among the 
bodacious homes high above the valley on the ridge.  We stopped at a fruit stand in Naches for a 
little shopping and wine tasting. The wines here are all made from different fruits. 
 
We then headed west on SR 12/410 for lunch at the Gold Creek Restaurant.  There is a plaque on 
the wall beside the register proclaiming it to be 'One of the best seafood restaurants in the valley'.  
Lunch was ok, but the fish and chips can't compare to what we have over here!  As we crossed 
the mountains, the cloud cover thickened and the temperature dropped and we knew we were 
close to home. 
 
All in all the MG club did a fine job organizing the weekend.  We owe a big thank you to Pauline 
and Bill Goggin for the effort they put forth to make it happen.  I don't think there was anything in 
their control that was not satisfactory. 
 
Bert and Diana Cripe 
 

 

 

Recent Events: Festa Italiana 2007 
 

Three rounds of invitations to participate at the 2007 Festa Italiana produced several reasons 
folks couldn’t make it. As of Friday night it looked like there were going to be two FEN cars in the 
show. 
 
As I believe you all know, Gary Reed sold his Spider. He elected to leave it at home rather than 
take the risk of an accident after the sale, however Gary and Sue were in attendance with the 
beautiful Ferrari. 
 
So there was one FIAT.  Jackie and I arrived about 10:30.  We counted 7 Ferraris, 2 
Lamborghinis, 3 Alfas and our FIAT. 
 
We had not been to the Festival before and were pleasantly surprised by the number of things to 
do including watching chefs from several Italian restaurants making some signature dishes  
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and then distributing the recipes for them.  Samples were also distributed to the many folks in 
the audiences. 
 
We bought some Italian foods and got the names and addresses of some good Italian stores (I 
hope that to be true.  I was raised in Chicago where there was a large Italian community near to 
where I grew up and also where I went to college.)  We also collected the names of some more 
Italian restaurants.   
 
There were many vendors selling their wares (olive oil, breads, sausage, salami, Italian 
desserts, jewelry, glass, cookbooks, travel opportunities), something for everyone.  We are 
anticipating a call from Holland America Cruise lines tomorrow evening when the event closes 
to let us know we won the cruise to the Italian Riviera!  Ha!  It’s possible, remember a few years 
back when Dave & Judy Moise won a trip to Italy at the same event!   
 
It started to drizzle about 2:00 so we were given an opportunity to leave early.  We did so but 
promised ourselves to return next year and hope the weather stays good all day.  Hopefully we 
will have a better turnout next year.  The several hours we were there passed quickly.  There 
really is a lot to do. 
 
Mike Wayte & Jackie Baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Contact Information 
 

FEN    http://www.Fiatnorthwest.org 
President     Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 
Vice-President     Bob Yetter, 206-782-2832, rlyetter@seanet.com 
Secretary     Diana Cripe, 360-895-8213, dlcripe@wavecable.com 
Treasurer/Membership   Dan Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@verizon.net 
Newsletter Editor  Gregory Smith, 360-705-3193, gfs@scattercreek.com 
Please email Gregory with your Fiat stories, pictures, comments, questions or submissions to our 
newsletter at gfs@scattercreek.com  
 

Oct 27 
Chili Cook-off 
Bob and Marianne Gerttula 
 
Dec 2 
FEN Holiday Party 
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org 
or Mike Wayte: 206-932-7479 

2007 Calendar of  Events  

Dec 2 
FEN Holiday Party 
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org 
or Mike Wayte: 206-932-7479 
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