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Newsletter 

Wow!  What a performance from “The Little Club That Could”.  For 
those who missed the April 29th All Italian Car Show at the Issaquah 
XXX Root Beer, you missed a great show.  The committee, Bert & 
Diana Cripe, Lisa Greenwood and Dan & Soos Rian, put together a 
show that had over 50 participants.   

The cars represented were Fiats (22), Ferraris (18), Alpha Romeos (8), 
Lamborghinis (3) and 4 single entries and you have a 54-car show.  The 
“goody bags” contained many fun items and the raffle items drew a 
great participation for the spectators.  The final tally for the “Best Fiat” 
came in selecting new member Darcie Brown as owner of the 1981 
Anniversary Spider to represent us in the Texas Challenge. 

The weather cooperated and some of us got a bit sunburned.  We’re 
looking forward to a bigger and better show next year, with the purpose 
being a fundraiser for charity. 

The MG car club did their usual outstanding job of putting together a 
challenging gimmick rallye. Taking honors for FEN were Bert and 
Diana Cripe.  Congratulations! 

Next on the drive tour is the May 19 Rhodi Drive on the Peninsula, 
hosted by Rex and Carrie.  Trent has sent out a club wide note on the 
event.  Have a look and join us for a fun event. 

The All British Car Club is again hosting the “Run to the Gorge” They 
offer a great drive route with the option of an overnight stay.   

Finally, don’t forget the June 6 meeting at Amanti’s in Renton. 
 
Ciao, 
 
Mike Wayte 
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 The meeting was called to order at 7:35 by 
President Mike Wayte.  There was one new face 
who has actually been a member for quite a while, 
but we have not seen him for a long time.  That is 
Mike Peach. Glad to have you back, Mike.  
  
It was announced that new member, Darcie, won 
the "Best Spider Challenge" category at the car 
show.  Congratulations to Darcie and her 1981 
Anniversary Spider.  
  
Mike gave the treasurer's report in Dan’s absence.  
The club is solvent and doing well.  
  
Mike also announced that we made $1,023 from the 
car show.  That is awesome.  Mike also thanked 
Lisa; Dan and Sooz (in their absence); and Bert and 
Diana for their hard work.  
 
Diana thanked Rex and Carrie for taking the 
initiative to take the ballot/raffle tickets around the 
parking lot and sell them that way.  They sold a lot.  
 
Also, Thank you to Bob and everyone else who we 
may have missed for helping out that day.  It was a 
great day with nice weather and a great turnout.  
  
 Bert also gave a count of manufacturers cars 
present.  He also noted that he got positive feed 
back from Park Place Limited and they are 
interested in participating next year.  
  
Norm suggested we send a Thank you to Griot's for 
the items they supplied for the goodie bags and that 
was agreed upon.  A thank you to XXX had already 
been sent.  
  
Darcie asked if she should leave her car original or 
make it show quality.  There was much discussion.  
The general consensus was to leave it as original as 
possible.  She seems to be very excited about fixing 
up her car and showing it in Texas and representing 
FEN.  Darcie also gave credit to Ray and Lorrie 
Mortensen for helping her with the car.  Morgan 
offered their place for tech sessions for helping 
Darcie.  
  
Jose from the XXX Root Beer Drive-in was very 
enthusiastic about us having a car show again next 
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year.  Bob Yetter moved that we do it again in 
2008 and Greg Smith seconded it.  There was 
some discussion and the motion carried.  
 
Bert asked that those with thoughts about this 
year's car show, good or bad, let someone from 
the committee know so they can be considered 
for next year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
There was discussion of the Garage Sale and 
what items will sell and which ones won't.  
Lillian Yetter and Diana Cripe will coordinate 
the sale and Lillian will take care of the 
advertisement.  
  
Bert talked about the 2 trips he and Diana are 
sponsoring in August.  He wanted feedback in 
regards to people’s thoughts about the long drive 
to Bellingham in consideration of the likely gas 
prices.  There were no negative responses, so he 
will be planning that trip and one to Whidbey 
Island, both dates to be announced. 
 
After some discussion, it was decided that we 
would have a picnic at a winery for the Whidbey 
Island trip.  More to follow about that also.  
  
Norm reminded us that the picnic is July 15th 
and at the same place as last year, Kanaskat-
Palmer State Park.  It was noted that the picnic is 
held in place of the regular meeting in July.  
  
Mike adjourned the meeting at 8:20 and then we 
had the raffle.  Morgan won an Italian Car Club 
of the Southwest T-shirt; Darcie won a calendar 
and Carrie won a copy of the Road and Track 
Road Tests Reprint Book 
 
By Diana Cripe 
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May 19 
Rhodi Drive on the Peninsula 
Rex & Carrie 

May 26-27 
Run to the Gorge 
Dan Rian: 425-483-9765 
 

June 9 
Old Mill Days Poker Run 
http://www.oldmilldays.com/events.htm 
 

June 16 
Benefit Garage Sale 
Lillian Yetter & Diana Cripe 

June 17 
Italian Car, Bicycle and Motorcycle  
Vancouver B.C. Trent Wagner: 206-280-3731 
 
 
 
 

June 29 – July 1 

Pacific NW Historics, Pacific Raceway, Kent 
http://www.sovren.org  
Dan Rian: 425-483-9765 

July 16 

FEN Annual Club Picnic 
 
July 19 - 22 

Mirafiori Oregon 
 
Aug TBD 

Fairhaven Weekend Ralley 
 
Aug TBD 

Whidbey Island Ralley 
 

Sept 2 

Italian Concourso D’Elegance 
http://www.italianconcours.com or Gary Reed 
 
Sept 22  

Best Spider Challenge, Texas 
 
Sept 15-16 

Run To The Sea 
  
Sept 21 – 23 

Yakima Wine Tour with MG Club 
 
Sept 29 – 30 

Festa Italiana Seattle Center 
http://www.festaseattle.com  
Dan Rian: 425-483-9765 
 
Sept 29 – 30 

Maryhill Hill Climb (SOV) 
http://www.sovren.org or Norm Smith:  
206-459-2663 
 
Oct 27 

Chili Cook-off 
Bob and Marianne Gerttula 
 
Dec 2 

FEN Holiday Party 
http://www.fiatnorthwest.org or Mike Wayte: 
206-932-7479 
 

 

2007 Calendar of Events 
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F.E.N. Club Jackets 
 
All of the pre-ordered jackets are distributed or held 
for. I ordered some extra so we could meet our 
minimum order. They are $40 each and the sizes 
and color are as follows: 

Red/Black combo 3 ea  XL 
    1 ea   L 
 
Black/Black combo 3 ea XL 
    2 ea   L 
 
I will bring them to the monthly meeting but if you 
are interested in reserving one call Dan Rian at 
425-483-9765 or email at dsrian@verizon.net 
 
Dan Rian, Treasurer/Membership Chair. 
 

FEN Merchandise Available 

Contact Information 

President     Mike Wayte, 206-932-7479, mikejwsr@comcast.net 
Vice-President     Bob Yetter, 206-782-2832, rlyetter@seanet.com 
Secretary     Diana Cripe, 360-895-8213, dlcripe@wavecable.com 
Treasurer/Membership   Dan Rian, 425-483-9765, dsrian@verizon.net 
Newsletter Editor  Lisa Greenwood, 425-269-3756, imlisuno@charter.net 
 
Please email Lisa with your Fiat story, pictures and any comments, questions or additions to our 
Newsletter at imlisuno@charter.net  
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A Big Thank You!!! 
 
As chair of the raffle prizes for the All Italian Car Show, I want to thank all the 
people who put forth such an effort to get those great prizes.   Lisa Greenwood, 
Bob and Lillian Yetter, Jackie & Mike Wayte, Miriam Shadle, Dan Rian, and 
last, but not least, Bert & Diana Cripe.  
 
We raised close to $250 on the raffle alone. A special HUGE THANK YOU 
to Rex and Carrie Rice who were a traveling dog and pony show selling raffle 
tickets.  It is rumored that Rex threatened to turn his dog, Tag, loose on anyone 
not buying tickets. (Everyone knows that Tag wouldn’t hurt a flea).  
 
Keep thinking of raffle items for next year. Thanks also to everyone who 
bought raffle tickets, too. (Mike Blackburn purchased a zillion!) 
 
 Sooz 
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Upcoming Events… 

First Ever Benefit Garage Sale 
 
Saturday, June 16th 
9:30 am-3:30 pm. 
337 North 76th Street, Seattle 
 
Proceeds of the sale will be used to assist Darcy Brown get her original condition 1981 Anniversary 
Fiat Spider 2000 to Texas to compete in the Best Spider Challenge.  Her car was chosen during the 
All-Italian Car Show the club held in April.  The Best Spider Challenge is part of the Italian Car Fest 
scheduled for September 22, 2007 in Dallas, Texas.   
 
Garage sale contributions may be dropped off at the next FEN meeting on June 6th, or the morning of 
the sale at the sale location. 
 
NO LIST: 

 
NO Clothes 
NO Exercise equipment 
NO Magazines 
NO ENCYCLOPEDIAS or dictionaries 
 
YES LIST: 

 
Tools (from garage, workbench, garden, etc) 
Household items (kitchen, knick-knacks, etc) 
Small furniture items  (chair, table, bookshelf) and small appliances (TV, radio, coffee maker) 
DVDs and CDs (Video tapes and Records okay) 
Paperback books and hardback novels (cookbooks are good too) 
Children’s Toys (good condition) 
Pet stuff (dog or cat bed, cat condos, pet carriers, and toys) 
Holiday items (Christmas, Halloween, etc) 
Greeting cards 
Any other items in good repair 
FIAT CLUB stuff only for promotion and sale (T-shirts on hangers, hats, coats, etc.) 
Baked items (donuts, cookies, etc) 
 
ANY ITEMS LEFT OVER WILL BE DONATED TO A LOCAL CHARITY. 
 

 
 
Background of the Best Spider Challenge: 
 
The Italian Car Club of the Southwest (ICCS), based in Texas, proposed that 
in September 2007 four clubs (FIAT America, Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest, 
Fiat-Lancia Unlimited, and Fiats of So Cal) each designate a car as their 
'Best 124 Spider' to be sent to Italian Car Fest (ICF) to compete for the 
title of National Champion. 



Page 6  May Newsletter 

Recent Events… 

2007 MG Car Club Tulip Rallye 
  
Bert and I had some great plans for the weekend of this ralley.  We started out Friday with the top 
down and a beautiful if a bit chilly day.  While in Silverdale, a guy in a Subaru passed us saying "nice 
MG".  Bert was miffed!  What a way to start the day.  We got to Port Townsend and took the ferry to 
Keystone.  We were just tooling along on Fidalgo Island when the car made a very disturbing 
thump/screeching noise just at the intersection of Hwy 20 and Reservation Rd.  As we went through 
the intersection the noise turned into a very high screeching sound and there was a little smoke 
coming from under the hood. We pulled over and I got out of the car as soon as I could!  Bert 
checked under the hood, tried to start the car with no response.  There was a Chevy dealer across the 
street so we went and got Robin Bee's number then called and explained our situation and asked if we 
could leave the car at his place, then proceeded to call a tow truck. After an hour wait for our tow, we 
headed to Robin's.  
  
Once we got to Robin's it was dark and too hard to figure out what the problem was.   We went 
inside, had a nice cup of tea then made reservations at a motel in Mukilteo.  Robin took us down to 
the ferry and told us to call in the morning and he would let us know the situation.  It was about 10pm 
by this time, and we had had NO dinner!  We went next door to the Ivar's Restaurant and had a drink 
and a wonderful dinner. We figured we may as well salvage what we could of the weekend.  We 
figured we would miss out on the rallye and have to rent a car to get home. 
  
Sat. morning Robin called to say he had the car fixed and he would bring it over! (It turned out that 
the smog pump had a frozen bearing.) How awesome!  He drove the car over and then walked back 
on the ferry where Margo picked him up in Clinton.   We headed to Burlington again and made it to 
the parking lot about 9:45am. Cars were just starting to take off for the beginning of the rallye. 
  
Bert ran into David Moise who was not doing the rallye, but had just come to meet his son.  He also 
saw Mike and Jackie and James and Karen McGough.  There were only 3 cars from FEN doing the 
rallye.  We did see one or two more Fiats, but the drivers were not familiar to us. 
  
We started off by not being able to find the answer to the first question and Bert remarked that this 
time the questions were very hard.  We had a great drive and the top was down most of the day, even 
though it was a bit chilly.  Some of the tulip fields still had tulips and were beautiful.  Usually we go 
so late that all the fields are plowed under so this was a nice treat. 
  
When we got to the end we had lunch in the casino and then hung around. One of the couples with a 
Mini even had a portable espresso maker that they had brought out and had set up on the back of their 
car.  
  
When the answers to the questions were read off there were plenty of boos as usual.  It turned out that 
with getting 11 wrong, Bert and I still won for FEN!  The plaque this year was made of Brazilian 
Cherry and it is very nice. It was so cool to win after 7 years of attending this event and especially 
because we did not think we would even get there. 
  
We had a great time and are glad our car trouble was minor and that we were able to have Robin bail 
us out.  So a very hearty THANK YOU to Robin and Margo for your help. 
  
Diana Cripe 
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FEN’s 1
st
 Annual All Italian Car Show 

The general membership of Fiat Enthusiast 

Northwest (FEN) became aware of the Best 

Spider Challenge last summer.  Most of the 

members were skeptical about it, but four of us 

felt it was a worthy undertaking.  An ad hoc 

committee was formed by Lisa Greenwood, 

Dan and Sooz Rian, and Bert Cripe, the 

‘committee of four’.  We really did not care if 

any of our personal cars were to win, we were 

more interested in participating because of the 

prospect of national publicity for our club, the 

possible improvement of the Fiat image, and 

the fun that we expected to have doing it.   

 

Two tasks were immediately obvious, first 

choose a car to be our entry in the challenge 

and second, raise the money necessary to 

transport the car to Texas and back.  We made 

our commitment known to the club and at that 

point there was no turning back. 

 

We had a couple of meetings, drank some 

wine, ate some Italian food, and accomplished 

very little besides talking about it.  Soon our 

club president, Mike Wayte, essentially told us 

that we needed to get moving or forget about 

the whole thing.  That was the shove we needed 

to get off of top dead center.  The committee of 

four, along with Mike, met nearly every other 

weekend between January and April.  We 

decided an all-Italian car show would be a good 

event for the entry car to be chosen from.  By 

setting a registration fee and holding a raffle we 

hoped to raise some funds.  We approached the 

XXX Root Beer Drive-in as a possible venue; 

they were more than happy to accommodate us 

since they rarely see Italian cars at their events.  

The triple X is the last historical XXX drive-in 

left in the nation.  Beside selling giant 

hamburgers and root beer floats it is devoted to 

the car hobby.  Almost any weekend, during 

the season, you’ll find some sort of car event 

happening there.  This is so well known that 

people just stop by because they know 

something will be happening.   

 

The best day available at that late date (they 

normally book shows a year in advance) was 

 the last Sunday in April-less than four months 

for us to pull it all together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since none of us had experience organizing a 

car show, we relied upon our intuition and what 

we hoped to be good common sense.  A two-

page checklist was written and a list of local 

Italian car clubs compiled.  We put together a 

poster, an invitation letter, and a list of 

potential sponsors.  We distributed the posters 

to our general membership for posting at likely 

spots, sent the various car clubs letters of 

invitation, and contacted the potential sponsors 

asking for help.  Several sponsors responded 

with various items that we were able to use as 

goodie bag items or raffle gifts.  We also 

devised a method and the necessary forms to 

facilitate registration on the day of the event. 

 

We came up with the idea of a combination 

ballet/raffle ticket as a method of getting 

spectators to vote for their choice of each make 

of car at the show.  This allowed us to remove 

any sort of prejudice in selecting the winning 

spider.  Anyone could vote for any car they 

wanted, as many times as they cared to, thus 

increasing the potential for fund raising and 

rivalry among car owners. 

 

By the first of April we had nearly everything 

in place or planned.  Now came the waiting – 

how many cars would attend?  Ten-twenty-

thirty?  Our worst fear was that only eight to 

ten Fiats would show up!  The last few weeks 

passed and we held our final pre-event meeting 

the day before the show.  Everyone was excited 

as we filled the goodie bags and went over 

what we planned to do the next day. 
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The weather is always a factor in the Pacific Northwest, but rain is seldom cause to cancel your plans.  

Otherwise you would stay in the house eleven months out of the year (twelve months in a wet year).  The 

question was how many of the high-end cars would turn out if it did rain?  We needed as many in 

attendance as possible to make this work for us.  Not only that, we wanted it to be a fun day, bringing as 

many Italian car owners together at an informal event held just for the fun of it. 

 

Sunday, April 29
th
 began with a typical overcast sky and somewhat chilly temperatures.  None the less, 

we kept up our enthusiasm.  By 9 a.m. we were setup and ready to register cars.  Soon, the cars began to 

arrive.  And arrive they did!  At one point they were lined up out of the parking lot and into the street.  

Before we knew it we were practically overwhelmed with cars.  Eight Alfa Romeos, 18 Ferraris, 19 Fiats, 

3 Lamborghinis, 2 DeTomasos, and one each Iso, Lada, Lancia, and Siata.  Fifty-four cars in attendance!  

Not bad for our first attempt at a car show with very little advertising.  By about 10:30 the sun was 

coming out and the temperature was rising.  It turned out to be beautiful and warm - we could not have 

asked for a better day!  Mr. Jerry Lee Philips, president of Italian Car Club of the Southwest, even showed 

up to offer his support and examine the field of Best Spider Challengers.  Having Jerry there in person 

really made the concept of the Challenge real.  Thank you Jerry for your support!   

 

The event was far more successful than we expected.  Several people, including the Triple X, have asked 

us to do it again next year and we so we will!  We wish to thank everyone who contributed to our car 

show, who helped out along the way, and especially those who helped on event day.  The best possible 

plans are of little use if there is no one to carry them out! 

 
So, whose car was voted Best Spider?  Check out all the winners below… 

 

By Bert Cripe 

Lee Adkins                      Lamborghini – 1988  Countach 
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Richard Miller                                Fiat – 1976 128 Sedan 

Brian Pollock                                        Ferrari – 1970 Dino 
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Gordy Hyde                               Alfa Romeo – 1971 Alfa Jr. Zagato 

Trent Wagner                               Lancia – 1978 Beta Coupe 



Darcie Brown                           Best 124 Spider – 1981 Anniversary Edition 

Jeffrey Jahns                               Bertone / X19 – 1985 Bertone 

 
 
 
 
 

Jeffrey did a good job 
eluding the camera..! 

 
 

And the Best 124 Spider goes to… 
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