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Message from 

the President: 

August started with 

a review of the 

Buckland Collection 

on Marrowstone 

Island.  A nice drive 

led to the collection. 

Rex Rice arranged 

the visit and has 

more to add inside.  

A couple of weeks 

later our Ralley 

Master led us on a 

drive wherein the 

driving instructions 

were milestones 

instead of street 

names.  Apparently 

only the club 

leadership got lost. 

September has 

opportunities to 

display your car 

locally in Winthrop 

on September 17-

18. NOTE: The 

Italian Concours on 

the Pier (Sept 5.) 

has been cancelled!  

Webmaster Trent 

has put an article on 

the web site about 

the Winthrop event 

(Should have 

reached you about 

7:36 PM on August 

13). 

Ever think Ferraris 

could be boring?  A 

couple of us went to 

the Concorso in 

Unabashed Commercial 
Some of you saw the dent I put in ‘Tony” just before the last Membership 

meeting.  The next day Robin called with the name of a body and fender man 

who does a lot of work on MGs. So I called Jesse to arrange the repairs.  He 

was busy and I was about to go to Monterey so we agreed to get together after 

California.  I delivered the car to him on a Wednesday afternoon.  We 

discussed the dent and the hood, which had a lot of stone chips.  We agreed on 

a price.  As he walked around the car he noticed the bum finish on the upper 

part of the passenger door.  He also pointed out that the striping on the car 

was of different colors. 

I got a call on Monday morning—the car was ready.  He did the fender and 

hood.  He also re-did all the striping; buffed out the marks from the hardtop I 

used in the winter and replaced the beading on two of the fenders.  Price 

unchanged.   

I am very happy with the job he did and would recommend him to anyone 

needing body and fender work—both workmanship and price.  Robin was right.  

Jesse is located in Lynwood.  His business is called SPORT STOP.  Phone is 

425-742-2737.  Thanks, Robin. 

 

Mike Wayte 

 

Report On Monterey 2004 
 
If one didn’t have a Fiat, one would miss out on so many contacts with 

interesting people. For instance, we had the privilege of meeting Andy Jossy 

who lives in Medford and is one of the Oregon Fiat people, . . . but then, I’m 

getting ahead of my self. We left at our anticipated time the first day with our 

expected destination being Grants Pass, Oregon as our first stop. We wanted to 

avoid Medford since it is usually so hot. Little did we know that Grants Pass 

would be 105 degrees. Thankfully, since our summer has been so hot, we 

didn’t feel the heat as much as we would normally have. I should mention that 

in order to stay hydrated in all the heat and because we always have the top 

down, we make a concerted effort to drink one 24 ounce bottle of water per leg 

of the trip, or, at least three a day. When we arrived in Grants Pass, we 

stopped at a Wal-Mart to get some more cold water and snacks. That is where 

the car refused to start and take us to our hotel, which we could see, and, was 

merely two blocks away. The wiring harness behind the ignition fell off in Dan’s 

hand. So we had the car towed to our hotel and put in a call to Trent because it 

was impossible for us to determine which of the five wires coming from the 

harness hooked up to the six wires behind the ignition. To make a long story 

short, Dan made a couple of phone calls and lo and behold the next morning at 

7:30, Andy Jossy was there to help us re-hook up the wiring according to the 

schematic that Trent had emailed Andy. We were on our way very shortly and 



Monterey a few 

weeks back to see 

how a really big 

Concorso operated.   

There were over 500 

Ferraris there, plus 

many other Italian 

cars, including 

Fiats.  Our Budget 

Ferraris l looked 

pretty good since 

there were so few of 

them. Write-up 

included inside (or 

maybe next month). 

 

All for now.  See 

you Wednesday, 

September 1 at 

Romio’s. 

Ciao 
 

Mike Wayte 

 

 

eternally grateful to Andy and Trent’s help. Well, . . . not eternally exactly. 

Because we arrived 40 miles outside of Grants Pass, in a place called O’Brien, 

Oregon and the car died. We spent the next hour talking to a very nice 

gentleman who lived there named Gus Alcorn. To make another long story 

short, we eventually were towed back to Grant’s Pass, where it was determined 

that the alternator was not working and we had been running on battery (since 

Seattle?). Luckily, Star Automotive in Grants Pass determined that it was the 

alternator regulator, installed a new one and we were on our way. Now, if you 

think the rest of the trip is downhill, you’re wrong. 

 

We didn’t leave Grant’s Pass the second time until 3:00 that afternoon, so we 

decided to only go as far as Eureka. Our intention was to head towards 101 

after Grants Pass in order to have a little cooler weather. For several years, 

when we have traveled up and down the coast, we have seen the 

advertisements for the ‘World Famous Samoa Cookhouse’. Since we both enjoy 

Polynesian cooking, we decided to go and see what all the talk was about. 

Well, the food is served ‘cookhouse’ or ‘family’ style, all you can eat, and the 

restaurant is in the town of Samoa. Do you get it? Not Samoan cooking! Oh 

well, it was too crowded anyway. 

 

The next morning, as we were getting ready, Dan happened to look out our 

bathroom window and saw a black Fiat Spider at the gas station next door! He 

said, “Hey, someone took my car!” Then he took another look and realized it 

was Mike Wayte. Mike had spent the night in the neighboring town of Arcata, 

and was just gassing up for his trip down to Redwood City, where he was going 

before Monterey. We had breakfast together in the mist and the fog and then 

went our separate ways. An hour later there was sunshine. 

We drove to Santa Rosa that night. Dan has a 95-year-old aunt living in Santa 

Rosa and we have never been to see her in her new apartment. He called his 

cousin to get his aunt’s address and found out that she lived 6 blocks from 

where our motel was and his other cousin was there whom he has not seen in 

40 years. We had fun visiting with them and made a date to take Dan’s aunt 

out to breakfast with us. Dan told her we would pick her up at 9:00a.m. The 

next morning, we realized that we only had a two-seater and could not 

Give her a ride with us. So Dan picked her up, took her to the restaurant and 

then came and got Sooz. His aunt was thrilled to have her first ride in a 

convertible with the top down at the age of 95. (The car’s top, not the aunt’s). 

 

As we approached San Francisco, the mist and fog were very heavy and we 

could not see the bridge. Even though our speed was a slow and steady 75, 

people were passing us on all sides. Welcome to California driving. Since we 

had the difficulty with the car previously, we decided to cancel our plans to go 

to San Luis Obispo before Monterey. 

We called and were able to add another day onto our stay in Salinas. The three 

of us decided to stay there because it was in close proximity to all the events 

and cheaper than Monterey proper. Salinas is the lettuce capital of the world 

and has many 12-foot high painted figures of gardeners/farmers in the fields 

along the roadway. 

 

The next day we ate breakfast in Pacific Grove and watched all the older cars 

parade into Pebble Beach. We then went to Pebble Beach to see our nephew, 

Don Williams, at the Blackhawk exhibit and visited with Dan’s sister, Elsie. 

 

Friday morning we were up and at ‘em early to get to the Concorso Italiano at 

the Black Horse Golf Course north of Monterey. In spite of the fact that it was 

the featured year of Ferrari (and there were 558), there were 40-50 Fiats and 

10 Dinos, not to mention a Barilla. The Abarth’s were in a separate area. It was 



a lot of fun to visit with old friends and meet new ones. That night 35-40 of us 

had an intimate(?) dinner at a local restaurant. 

 

Saturday was the races at Laguna Seca raceway. We parked in a corral with 

other Fiat America people. Gary Luke, an officer of the club, gave us a tour of 

the pits that was worth the price of admission, regardless of the races. He has 

such incredible knowledge of all the racecars and their history. We sincerely 

appreciated him taking the time and energy to conduct the 2- hour tour. We 

were able to see a demonstration of a Formula One racecar (a Ferrari), which 

previously was driven by Schumaker to win many races. For a two and one-

half mile track, it took him only 1 minute and 27 secs. to complete the lap. 

We’ve never seen a car go so fast in our lives. Whew! 

 

Sunday, before we headed out of town, we went to the home of Pat Olsen, one 

of the founder’s of Fiat America, for a barbecue. Gary Luke’s wife, Karen, was 

our hostess. We were treated to great chicken, homemade Italian sausage and 

Italian meat pie, among other things. The question arose of whether our club 

would be hosting an event next August. We said we’d take it under 

advisement, but if we do, we will make sure we do not conflict with Monterey, 

Concorso, and Laguna Seca. 

 

We hated to see the week end, but Mike Wayte had to be back in Seattle by 

Tuesday to receive visitors. Since our trip down was not exactly as we 

anticipated, we decided to take 4-5 days and wind our way up the coast. It was 

perfect weather, the wild Pampas grass and the trumpet flowers were dancing 

in the breeze and the smell of salt air was in our noses. Ahhhh... Highway #1 

reminded us in so many ways of driving the north coast of Maui. Now this is 

what driving a Fiat is all about. -Dan and Sooz Rian 

Buckland Tour 
A small but enthusiastic group of Fiat-heads showed up on Marrowstone Island 

to visit Ted and Cheryl Buckland's collection of classic and specialty cars and 

motorcycles. From the Bugatti in the living room to the V-6 supercharged Lotus 

"7" replica, there was something for everyone. Ask Norm Smith about the rare 

(one of two in this country) Fiat Abarth. The high point for me was listening to 

Ted Buckland talk about the cars. A shy person, it was a rare treat to have him 

there and to see him enjoying himself with our company. Ted's current project 

is a kit Ford MK40. The three-wheeled Morgan is going away, making room for 

another vintage Jag. Cheryl Buckland is always on the lookout for something 

rare and exotic so the collection is alive and growing. 
The Mercedes 300 Gullwing that Ted bought new in 1956 and the drop-head 

120 Jag he bought new in 1951 will stay though. Once again, the weather 

was perfect for a pleasant drive on the peninsula.   
 
Rex Rice 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fiat Enthusiasts 
Northwest 
5523 NE 195th 
Kenmore WA 98028 
 
  
 
E-mail: 
editor@fiatnorthwest.org 

 
We’re on the Web! 
www.fiatnorthwest.org 

Calendar 
 

 Calendar of Events 

2004 

 

Event DAY/TIME LOCATION 

   

FEN Meeting August 4@7:30 Meeting 

Come early for Dinner 

Romio’s Pizza & 

Pasta 

Buckland Collection August 6 Marrowstone Island 

Weekend Drive August 22 Burien Library 

FEN Meeting Sept 1@7:30 Meeting 

Come early for Dinner 

Romio’s Pizza & 

Pasta 

Italian Concours CANCELLED! Piers 62/63 

Winthrop Auto Rallye Sept 17-18 Winthrop 

FEN and Spokane Club 

Ralley 

October 1&2@7:30am Wenatchee 

FESTA ITALIANA October 2 & 3 Seattle Center 

FEN Meeting Oct 6@7:30 Meeting 

Come early for Dinner 

Romio’s Pizza & 

Pasta 

Maryhill Loops Hill Climb October 8&9 SOVERN Event 

Fall Tour with Oregon Fiats October 22 & 23 Details Forthcoming 

FEN Meeting Nov 3@7:30 Meeting 

Come early for Dinner 

Romio’s Pizza & 

Pasta 

 
 

FESTA ITALIANA AT THE SEATTLE CENTER 

 
October 2nd and 3rd is the Festa Italiana at the Seattle Center. There are Italian 

product booths, food booths, chef demonstrations, etc. You can check it out 

further on FestaSeattle.com.  There is no charge for us to display our cars in 

the area of the old flag plaza by the fountain. This happens to be the same 

weekend as our over night Wenatchee trip. But for those of you not attending 

Wenatchee, it is a fun thing to do. As David Moise says “when else can you 

park in the middle of the Center.” You can show the car both days or only one. 

They need a listing of the cars that are going to show so let me know if you 

plan to attend. Dan Rian 425-483-9765 email dsrian@msn.com. 

 


