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Message from 

the President: 

A very busy June 
for Fiat Enthusiast 
Members, who 
chose to see, be seen 
or drive.  Events are 
reviewed INSIDE 
starting with the 
Run to the Gorge 

over the Memorial 
Day weekend to the 
Greenwood Classic 
Car Show on the 
26th.  Greg and 
Eleanor ALSO 
hosted a group at 
their home on the 
outskirts of Olympia 
on the 19th.The 
event gave us the 
opportunity to 
celebrate with them 
the completion of a 
long term project—
building their own 
home. 
The July calendar 
starts with the 
Pacific Northwest 
Historics at Pacific 
Raceway.  Dan Rian 
has pulled together a 
group to occupy a 
choice place in the 
car corral on July 3.  
This has been a fun 
event with an 
opportunity to take a 
lap around the track.  
Last year we 
watched Robin and 

Greenwood Classic Car Report  
The Greenwood Classic Car and Rod Show drew an estimated 20,000 spectators 
from all over Seattle on June 26th.  Seattle's biggest showcase of cars from across 
the Northwest had more than 500 cars lining the streets of Greenwood Avenue, 
from N. 72nd to N. 90th, with bands, food vendors and craft booths.  
 
The antiques always generate the most oohs and aahhs.  But, Hot rods, Roadsters, 
Muscle Cars and even some "hopping" low riders were at the show as well.  There 
was also flock of Austin-Healeys and a dozen Mini-Coopers.  But, the Triumph 
club was a no-show this year. 
 
Fiats were well represented by FEN members Bob Yetter, Sara Jane Webb, Rex 
Rice and President Mike Wayte.  Thanks to Bob, a resident of the neighborhood, 
the group was able to score a choice spot in the shade.  After he checked out all the 
cars, Rex wandered off down the street to jam with a jazz group playing on the side 
of the street.  He's VERY Good!  We couldn't pull him away, though.  He looked 
like he was having too much fun.   
 
Besides the quartet of FEN Fiats, other Italian cars included a very nice original 
1971 DeTomaso Pantera, a "fly" yellow 1978 Ferrari 308 and jet black '88 
Testarossa.   
 
We wished we had a dollar for everyone who said, "I used to have one of these".  
We even recruited a number of potential new members; including two with 128s!  
All and all it was a very pleasant day.  Next year we hope for a much better 
showing from the members.   

No July Meeting 
Just a reminder to all, there is no meeting in July.  See you all at the Historics. 

June Meeting Minutes 
FEN Meeting notes - June 2004 
 
Mike Wayte, FEN President Extraordinaire, called the meeting to order at 7:33. He 
stepped out of the gate with the announcement of Trent’s birthday, which was 
celebrated heartily by everyone present. We even sang! Congratulations Trent; 
happy 28th. 
 
Mike Peach let the club know that he is stepping aside as Vice President due to job 



Janet Bee compete 
as well. 
Two events are 
available the 
following 
weekend—the 
Miafiori Oregon 
2004 get together at 
the Howard Prairie 
Lake Resort outside 
Ashland Oregon and 
the Westport Kite 
Festival.  Info on the 
Miafiori function 
can be found 
starting at our 
calendar.  The Kite 
Festival is an on 
your own event. 
July 24 is identified 
as the FEN Picnic.  
More to follow.  
Finally there is the 
SCCA Northwest 
Region Time Trials 
in Bremerton.  Head 
on out to their web 
site for details. 
I announced at the 
June meeting that 
Michael Peach had 
too much going on 
in his life to do what 
he considered 
necessary to 
perform the function 
of vice-president.  
He has resigned, 
sooo, we are 
looking for a VP.  
Bob Yetter has 
volunteered and is 
agreeable to the 
board. However, 
before Bob declares 
victory, I would like 
to know if he has 
any competition.  If 
you have an 
inclination to be VP 
let me know. In 

uncertainties. We need a new Vice President! 
 
Dan’s Treasurers report gives the club $1370 in the bank with 40 members for 
2004 (28 dropped; some due to simple forgetfulness). Dan also announced that 
non-paying 2003 members have been dropped from the mail/email list. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
An impromptu barbecue at Performance Apex in Maple Valley is now on the 
calendar for Sunday June 13, thanks to Ray and Lorrie Mortensen. 
 
The barbecue party at Greg and Elinor’s place in Olympia is set for Sunday, June 
19 at about 3 pm. Attendees should bring something to grill and to drink. This is a 
celebration of the “completion” of the house/shop, plus a fun welcome to summer. 
Camping is fine; please see the calendar for details. 
 
June 20 is the annual Italian Car, Motorcycle and bike show on the lawn in North 
Vancouver, BC. The event is free and if you bring your Fiat or Lancia you park and 
display your car right there. Please call Norm for more details. 
 
Saturday, July 3 is our club’s day at the Car Corral at Pacific Raceway. We have 
only 20 slots reserved (last year we more than filled our quota) with 16 already 
called for. The SOVREN sponsored Historics is a unique opportunity to see the 
best vintage racing of the season. Taking part in the Car Corral gives you close in 
parking, a great chance to kick tires and socialize (and have your tires kicked), and 
a chance to drive around the track several times. Contact Dan for more 
information; gates open at 8:30, arrive by 10:30. 
 
Saturday, June 26 is the annual Greenwood Car Show from 10 to 4. Bob Yetter has 
more information and is organizing our club to participate this year. He will meet 
you in the North Zoo parking lot at 7:30 if you plan to participate; this will allow 
time to park, set up and eat breakfast out. 
 
Bob also announced a 124 Spider registry and encouraged all club members with 
spiders to get their cars registered. See the newsletter for more information. 
 
July 8 to 11 Mirafiori travels to Oregon (near Ashland) for the annual Fiat/Lancia 
event. Last year was well attended with over 50 cars (and a nice turnout from our 
own group). Camping trailers are/were available there along with motel 
accommodations not too far away for those unwilling to “rough it.” 
 
October 2 is the now annual weekend trip to Wenatchee with the Spokane Italian 
Car Club. Burt announced that September 2nd is the cut-off for reserving a room 
(code FEN) at the Holiday Inn. Please see the newsletter or calendar for more 
information. 
 
A tentative Buckland tour is being planned for August 7. Stay tuned for more 
information. 
 
Dan reported on their recent tour to Oregon. Gary, Sue, Dan and Sooz were all 
there from FEN. There were 62 cars on the tour; everything from a 1942 Ford 
Woody to a new Ferrari. Dan kept up with the Ferrari on some of the more 



order to get on with 
this, let’s set a 
cutoff date of July 
17th.  If no one else 
expresses interest 
before 17 July Bob 
is the man. 
 

Ciao 

 

Mike Wayte 

 

 

challenging sections; later the Ferrari driver asked him what he had under the hood! 
They drove for about 7 hours and travelled to the Maryhill Museum, Eastern 
Washington, etc. They had great fun and enjoyed good fast driving. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at an early 8:20, with plenty of light left for a bit of 
socializing plus a top down trip home. 
 

David Moise, substitute secretary 
 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 
WANTED 
 
As I noted in the 
“From the 
President” column, 
we are now without 
a vice-president.  
Bob Yetter has 
volunteered to take 
over.  Bob has been 
an active club 
member and a true 
enthusiast.  If there 
is anyone else who 
is interested we will 
have a run-off.  I 
would like to know 
by the 17th of July 
of other interested 
individuals.  If not, 
we will declare Bob 
VP by acclimation 
and get on with the 
rest of the year.   
Please send your 
expression of 
interest to me at 
mikejwsr@comcast.
net. 
Thanks,  Mike 
Wayte 
 

 

 

Fiat Member Profile – Bob Yetter 
Currently, I have a 1978 124 Spider that I purchased in August 2000.  I am 
the fourth owner.  Her name is "Orsetto" which is Italian for "Little Bear" 
since she hibernates every Winter (afraid of the rain!).  Li'l Orsetto is 
my 7th Fiat and the latest in a long line of Fiats I've owned, breaking up 
a near 20 year hiatus. 
 
My previous Fiats: 
 
1976 131 Mirafiori Sedan, sold in 1982 
1969 124 Spider, traded my 1600S for it.  How stupid was that? 
1963 1600S Cabriolet 
1959 1100 Sedan 
1960 1200 Gran Luce Sedan 
 
And my first Fiat, my very first car, was a 1959 Fiat 600 Multipla which is 
a very interesting story. 
 
My best friend, Mark, was a shade tree mechanic extraordinaire!  He was 4 
older, lived across the street and had an endless parade of "interesting" 
cars, including a Morris Minor, A Mini-cooper, an Austin Healy 100/6, an 
Abarth 750 Spider and numerous VW Beetles.  But, the car I remember most 
was a robin's egg blue Multipla.  One winter, I was only 15 and months away 
from my learner's permit, when Mark came to me with the news that he had 
found a car like his, grey over blue, that was only $75.  The only bad 
thing wrong with it is that it had a dead engine (we later discovered a 
broken crank due to a spun center main bearing).  He assured me that me 
that we could rebuilt it with very few dollars.  So, we took a trip out to 
the wrecking yard and traipsed out through the snow.  Let's just say it was 
love at first sight and I was forever hooked.  Even though I was too young 
to have the title in my name, we did the deal anyway. 
 
We dragged the car home and parked it in front of his house, right across 
the street from my home.  You see, I wanted to get the car running before I 
told my parents about it.  We removed the engine (by hand since it's so 
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small) and proceeded to disassemble it on the back seat!  No kidding!  With 
the back seats folded down, it made for a very nice and cozy work area. 
Even though it was the dead of winter, a light strung from the house made 
it warm enough to work. 
 
After located a new crankshaft and toiling for several weeks, we had the 
center main bearing, honed the cylinders, installed new rings and new 
bearings.  We were almost finished when Mark's dad, George, came out a 
rapped on the window.  The fateful conversation that ensued went something 
like this: 
 
Mark's dad asked, "So, who's car is this?"  I replied, "It's mine."  "Why is it here?" 
 
Thinking quickly, Mark answered, "Because it's easy to work here since I 
have all the tools here." 
 
We believed that George would be satisfied with that answer until he asked 
the question we hoped he wouldn't ask, "Does your dad know about it?" 
 
Fearing that I was now screwed, I replied, "Of course." 
 
George then said, "I think I'll just go ask him" and walked across the 
street toward my house. 
 
SCREWED! 
 
Well, to avoid making this already too long story any longer, my dad wasn't 
too mad.  And, after I explained why we did what we did, he ended up buying 
me a new battery (it was really hard to push start it with snow on the 
ground) and new tires. 
 
The rest, as the say, was history. 

Calendar 
 

SOVREN Historics  July 2-4 19, 2004 

The Pacific Northwest Historics sponsored by SOVREN and Children’s Hospital take place July 2-4 

at Pacific Raceways in Kent WA.  Of special interest is Saturday July 3 when we have the car corral.  

If you don’t have your tickets yet you can still attend by and visit the car corral.  For more information 

visit http://www.northwesthistorics.com/  See you there! 

Oregon 04 Event in Ashland Oregon June 20, 2004 

This is the annual event at Howard’s Prairie resort just outside of Ashland.  This 

is great gathering of Fiat owners from Washington, Oregon and California.  A 

great time to had for all.  Visit www.mirafiori.com for more info. 

 

Have a great month with your top down! 

 

Barry Shamis, Editor 




