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Message form

the President:

The near perfect weather

on Sunday March 28

helped contribute to a

successful tune up rally.

Next on the agenda is the

monthly meeting at

Romio’s on Wednesday

April 7.  I will be trying the

snow at Mammoth so Mike

Peach VP will be running

the meeting.  Norm Smith

has set up a tech session at

Griot’s for April 10 (see

calendar) so you can learn

the finer points of detailing

your car.  Just in time to

get it ready for the MG

Rally.  Much of this year’s

Rally will be on Whidby

Island.  Since many of us

have driven a lot of the

roads there, we should be

able to concentrate on the

clues and solve a lot of the

riddles.

Hoping for good, top-down

weather.

Ciao

Mike Wayte

Tune Up Rally A Huge Success
The club began the new season with a bang as Norm Smith was in mid-season

form putting together our kick-off Tune Up Rally.  The weather cooperated and

we had a real top-down, sun-in-your-eyes day.  We started with 13 cars and

twelve finished.  The tour started at Atlas Foods in the University Village and

ended at Las Margeritas in Auburn (notice we started and ended with food!).

85+ beautiful miles on some fabulous roads.

The winners were Bob Yetter and his able navigator Claire Greer who had only

8 missed questions.  Way to go Bob and Claire!  The second place performance

was turned in by our Olympia participants, Greg and Eleanor Smith.  Third

place went to the Wagner trio, Trent, Morgan and Ella.

Hopefully this put everyone in the mood for the upcoming MG rally the 24th of

April.  For more information and to register, go to www.mgccnwc.com.

New Newsletter Feature
At our last meeting it was suggested that we have a technical questions section

of the newsletter.  Robin Bee graciously volunteered to field the questions and

provide us with his insight and expertise.  We have aptly named the feature,

“ASK ROBIN”

So, we need you to submit your questions to Robin.  Any question to do with

keeping your Fiat on the road will do.  Please send your questions to

editor@fiatnorthwest.org

March Meeting Minutes
The meeting started late at precisely 7:34 pm.  Not only was the start of the

meeting late but so was the Prez.  Dan Rian gave the Treasurer’s report and

the club is solvent however of the 71 members, 37 HAVE NOT PAID dues for

2004.

We had the usual round of introductions before delving into new business.  The

first topic was the Vintage Races 4th of July.  The races are held at Pacific

Raceway and the club needs to pony up in advance for the number of cars we

think will want a ringside spot in the car corral.  After some discussion, and a

reflection of past years’ performance the vote was unanimous – Sign Us Up For

The Max Baby!

There was a short discussion of speakers for future meetings and insurance

and Pennzoil were the favorites.

Dan Rian’s Saturday-Car-Put-Together-Thingy (that is the technical term) was

discussed (see story below).



The newsletter was discussed and March was the last month before our

transition to the electronic version (that is what you are reading!!).  The

database is being scrubbed and if you have not submitted any contact

information changes to Dan Rian, you might just be left in the dust.

The main part of the meeting ended and it was time for the surprise guest of

the night – a welcome return for Ken Bottini from the MG Car Club

Ken started with some light-hearted stories and then went on to share some

tips for getting your car ready for the upcoming rally.  He also shared a story

about how he entered his MG into a hot rod show with the Corvettes and won.

Mind you it is no ordinary MG – with it’s Rover V8 270 hp it is a wolf in sheep’s

clothing.

So Who Uses Washers Anyway?
A Novice’s Perspective On The Inside Of A Fiat

Sara J Webb

I can’t guarantee the accuracy of this report-- some of the details have been change
to make the story flow, some have been changed by accident, and some are just
plain false. You have to take what you can get.  I didn’t plan on recording this
event and given that I wasn’t sure what was going on most of the time, I am not
sure that notes would have helped.

The day started late for me but early for Dan & Sooz, who had a Fiat that was
missing most of its engine. Trent, Peach, Val, & The Prez were also on hand for the
automotive repair. For accuracy, The Prez rolled in later than me! I showed up
around 11:30 am to find Dan and his mechanics bending over the front of the car.
(See the website for a lovely picture!) At some point, Dan explained to me why the
head was in a wheel barrow- the exhaust manifold bolts were stripped and thus, it
had to be pulled out, re-threaded and reinforced.  I guess if you are going to do that,
why not just port some stuff, clean some other stuff, replace a few connections… it
all made sense to Dan so I just pretended that I too saw the bigger picture.

Given that I also have a Fiat in state of disrepair (who has not heard of my
windshield wiper-less state?), I had to fill everyone in on my latest problem (a
potentially bad alternator leading to one dead Fiat). Peach then proceeded to show
me what was likely wrong by using his car as a model. Apparently, you can take
some little screws off the alternator, which will expose a part that costs about $30
and is probably the problem. Ask him for advice if you find yourself in the same
situation. (On a side note, it turns out the alternator belt was loose. My mechanic

new exactly where the alternator is and didn’t need my help.)

But I digress from my story. There was much replacing of, well, everything. I
guess the agenda is a simple, once you’ve got the engine off, you should replace
everything you can because you aren’t going to be able to get to it again. There was
also another adage about putting oil on everything. I am not quite sure what they
were doing during the first part of the morning, but I will stick with the story that
they were putting oil on everything within reach, replacing hoses, setting pistons or
valves, and whatever else needed to be set. And don’t worry, all the washers got
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valves, and whatever else needed to be set. And don’t worry, all the washers got
put back in place.

My favorite part of the day was lunch. Sooz & Dan fell off the Atkin’s wagon and
had a sandwich ON BREAD! I also learned some interesting facts: Dan has
rebuilt/modified most of his house on multiple occasions; Trent finds it relaxing to
work on his car even if it is in the street; The Prez was a swim-dad; Peach has a
dog who wears goggles and loves to ride with his head out the window of the car
(or bike? I got distracted by the image at that point); and everyone was surprised
that both my sister and I have a problem when it comes to resisting a new pair of
shoes.

After lunch and before beer, the mechanics actually began to put the head back on
the engine. There were many wires that needed to be connected- some destine to go
over large immovable metal pieces, some to go under. This was Trent’s job. The
others provided the muscle in holding the head over its position, while trying not to
scratch the car, drop the head, or hurt themselves. After about 10 minutes of this, in
which Trent went under when he should have went over and had to start again,
Peach pleading for a board to put the head on finally fell on Dan’s ears. A ‘2x4’
was laid across the width of the engine compartment and some of the weight was
transferred off the mechanics’ backs. Once the clips were all in place, the head was
lowered in and gently prodded until it clicked in place.

I know, you are all breathlessly waiting… did it all work? I didn’t stick around to
find out. I had to be home. Since Dan’s car now runs, all of those parts I
“borrowed” probably weren’t needed anyway.

Calendar

Monthly Meeting Wednesday April 7 at Romio’s.

Griot’s Tech Session April 10, 2004

This is an opportunity to get information on how to detail your car.  There are

usually free gifts and lots of information.  Griot’s Garage is located at: 2008

48th Ave Ct E Fife WA 98424 800-345-5789.

MG Rally April 24, 2004

The annual MG Rally will be held April 24, 2004.  For more information please

visit www.mgccnwc.com.  This is always a fun event and this year will be run

mostly on Whidby Island.

Final Note
We really need the members to step up and pay their dues.  We are missing

many people so please get in touch with Dan and get him you dues.  We don’t

want you to miss any of the benefits including this cool newsletter!
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